
Grant Writing for Teachers

for Fulton County Schools
from Captain Planet Foundation



You can’t always get what you want

But what do you really need? 
What would you spend money for?



Craft an Elevator Pitch

• 30-60 seconds max (8-10 sentences)
• Clear, concise, compelling

• Who you are / what you do

• Your vision (and project idea)

• Why you’re interested in the listener

• Why the listener might be interested in you

• What you want when the elevator doors open



Project Overview, Abstract, or Summary

• Like elevator pitch, but more focused on 
project than applicant

• May be only thing that decision-makers see!

• Be concise / stick to word limits



Write a Letter of Inquiry

• extended “elevator pitch”

• cuts to the chase 

• makes it personal / includes a compelling story

• determines whether there is interest before writing 
a full proposal



Create a Donors Choose Project

• https://www.donorschoose.org/teachers/

https://www.donorschoose.org/teachers/


Apply for Grants or Contributions

• Contents of a Full Proposal
• Introduction
• Needs Statement
• Project Implementation Plan
• Outcomes
• Evaluation
• Budget and Narrative
• Organizational Capacity
• Appendix



Build a Budget

• Include line item quantities and descriptions

• Avoid disallowed costs

• Show match or in-kind, if required

• Add a budget narrative – even if not asked



Find Freebies

• Request partially damaged boxes from science supply houses

• 500 Freebies for science teachers from NSTA 
http://www.nsta.org/publications/freebies.aspx

• Barter volunteer hours for free conference registration

• Other ideas?

http://www.nsta.org/publications/freebies.aspx


https://www.captainplanetfoundation.org/grants/



https://www.captainplanetfoundation.org/grants/

https://www.captainplanetfoundation.org/wp-
content/uploads/CPF_Grant_Guidelines_112717.pdf



ecoSolution Grants
https://www.captainplanetfoundation.org/grants/ecosolution/

ecoSolution™ Grants (previously called “Small Grants”) have been the defining 
basis of Captain Planet Foundation’s work over the last 25 years. In that time, 
we’ve funded over 2,100 projects that have impacted 1.2 million youth around 
the world – actively fulfilling our mission to build the next generation of 
environmental stewards and change-agents.

ecoSolution™ Grants range from $500-$2,500 and are intended to support 
solution-oriented, youth-led projects that result in real environmental outcomes. 
ecoSolution™ Grants are available to educators working with youth in the 
United States (international projects are by invitation only).

Please note that ecoSolution™ Grants will only support direct project costs. 
Support for t-shirts, staff salaries, field trips, scholarships, beautification/ 
landscaping, etc. will NOT be considered.

https://www.captainplanetfoundation.org/grants/ecosolution/


https://www.captainplanetfoundation.org/grants/ecosolution/

https://www.captainplanetfoundation.org/grants/ecosolution/


https://www.captainplanetfoundation.org/grants/ecotech/



https://www.captainplanetfoundation.org/grants/ecostem/



https://www.captainplanetfoundation.org/grants/external-opportunities/
www.eeingeorgia.org

https://www.captainplanetfoundation.org/grants/external-opportunities/
http://www.eeingeorgia.org/


Grant writing Resources
Purdue course
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/EC/EC-737.pdf
Wikipedia
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grant_writing
Grant writing for Dummies
http://www.dummies.com/business/nonprofits/grants/grant-writing-for-dummies-cheat-sheet/
Writing a Letter to ask for an In-kind Contribution
https://www.thebalance.com/letter-to-corporation-requesting-in-kind-donation-2501948
Sample letter asking for in-kind contribution
https://www.thebalance.com/letter-to-corporation-requesting-in-kind-donation-2501948
Education World Article and Links on Grant Writing 
http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/profdev/profdev039.shtml
Grants Every Teacher Wants
https://www.onlineuniversities.com/blog/2013/02/the-top-13-grants-every-teacher-wants-how-get-them/
Getting Started with Donors Choose
https://www.donorschoose.org/teachers
Target Corporate - field trip grants
https://corporate.target.com/corporate-responsibility/grants/field-trip-grants
Project Timeline Template
https://templates.office.com/en-us/Project-timeline-with-milestones-TM00000009
Reporting Requirements
http://www.cityvision.edu/wiki/introduction-grant-reports-tips-and-tools-preparing-reports-your-funders
Sample requirements
https://thepollinationproject.org/reporting-requirements/

https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/EC/EC-737.pdf
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grant_writing
http://www.dummies.com/business/nonprofits/grants/grant-writing-for-dummies-cheat-sheet/
https://www.thebalance.com/letter-to-corporation-requesting-in-kind-donation-2501948
https://www.thebalance.com/letter-to-corporation-requesting-in-kind-donation-2501948
http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/profdev/profdev039.shtml
https://www.onlineuniversities.com/blog/2013/02/the-top-13-grants-every-teacher-wants-how-get-them/
https://www.donorschoose.org/teachers
https://corporate.target.com/corporate-responsibility/grants/field-trip-grants
https://templates.office.com/en-us/Project-timeline-with-milestones-TM00000009
http://www.cityvision.edu/wiki/introduction-grant-reports-tips-and-tools-preparing-reports-your-funders
https://thepollinationproject.org/reporting-requirements/


The Balance: Grant writing Myths
https://www.thebalance.com/grant-writing-myths-busted-2501944
The Balance: How to Write a Winning Proposal in 11 Steps
https://www.thebalance.com/how-to-write-a-grant-proposal-2501980

Letter of Inquiry
https://www.thebalance.com/how-to-write-a-letter-of-inquiry-loi-to-a-foundation-2501958

Cover letter
https://www.thebalance.com/how-to-write-a-cover-letter-for-your-grant-proposal-250194

Executive Summary
https://www.thebalance.com/how-to-write-the-executive-summary-of-your-grant-proposal-2501963

Need statement
https://www.thebalance.com/how-to-write-a-need-statement-for-your-grant-proposal-2501959

Smart Goals and Objectives
https://www.thebalance.com/writing-goals-for-grant-proposal-2501951

Elements of a SMART objective
https://www.thebalance.com/elements-of-a-smart-business-goal-2951530

Organizational background and capabilities
https://www.thebalance.com/organizational-background-grant-proposal-2501960

Project sustainability
https://www.thebalance.com/how-to-write-sustainability-section-of-grant-proposal-2501955

Project Description / Methods
https://www.thebalance.com/how-to-write-the-methods-section-of-your-grant-proposal-2501962

Evaluation
https://www.thebalance.com/grant-proposal-evaluation-section-2501961

Budget and Narrative
https://www.thebalance.com/the-basics-of-preparing-a-budget-for-a-grant-proposal-2501952

Finding Funders
https://www.thebalance.com/finding-funders-for-grant-2501982
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For more information:
karan@captainplanetfdn.org


