AP Lang Summer Assignment
Welcome to your first official exposure to AP Lang! You need to complete all parts by Wednesday, August 9. That first week of school, you will work with the readings and the ideas presented therein; you will then write an in-class essay on Friday, August 11. Having a firm, defensible understanding of the readings is imperative to doing well on these first assignments. 
Please don’t start off the year on the wrong foot. This is not a ton of work, and it’s extremely manageable. Just keep in mind that the class is a college-level class. I don’t expect everything to be perfect by any means, but I do expect your work to show a level of intentionality and intellectual depth. 
If you have any questions, please email me. If I don’t respond within 12 hours, that means I didn’t get the email. See you in the fall!
Shaun Manny
AP Lang, Centennial High School
mannys@fultonschools.org 
PART I
Read the following essays from Jonathan Haidt: 
How Trigger Warnings Are Hurting Mental Health on Campus - The Atlantic
Why the Past 10 Years of American Life Have Been Uniquely Stupid - The Atlantic
You only have limited access to The Atlantic unless you pay for a subscription, so a Word document with the essays is attached. If you have trouble accessing either, please email me. 
Assignment: Type a one-page reflection on each essay—one page for each. This doesn’t have to be anything formal; I just want you to write down your thoughts on the ideas presented in each essay. It would be nice if there was some structure to it, but ultimately, I’m looking to see how well you can engage with a reading, especially something with a little more meat to it. Don’t just shoot for the one-page requirement and cash out. I’d much rather see a deep reflection of the essay done in ¾ of a page instead of a rushed, one-page reflection of little merit or depth. My big thing: Don’t just retell what the author is saying. Reflect on his ideas. How do they impact you? What’s his purpose? Do you agree with what he says? Are there parts you’d like to counter or challenge? Is he biased in his perceptions? Short-sighted? Does his argument stand strong? Show me that you can engage with others’ ideas in a respectful and intellectual way. 
You don’t have to agree with him. That’s the beauty of arguments. AP Lang is about rhetoric (the art of persuasion) and the understanding of effective argumentation. The author is making an argument. Use this knowledge to guide your reflection.
PART II
David Sedaris is a humorist/essayist, and he simply writes essays about his life, experiences, and observations. For a bit of levity in the summer assignment, I want you to listen to/read two of these essays. Just like with the PART I readings, this is less about you doing tons of work and more about you engaging with good writing, specifically ones that have a strong tone and purpose. So, find two of his essays to listen to/read—I suggest listening because he has a very specific tone and cadence that truly make the essays memorable. For both essays, write a brief reflection (one for each) of what you think his purpose in writing the piece is. Explain why you think this is the case. Dig deep; don’t go for an obvious answer because, trust me, he has deeper intentions.
NOTE: Several of his essays contain explicit language and themes. If you need guidance finding essays that avoid those elements, please email me; I will send you some suggestions.
What I’ll be Reading
If you enjoy reading a good book or two during breaks, here’s what I’ll be reading. I’ve never read any of these, so exhibit a little bit of caution going into them. They’re on my list because I’ve heard they are good and/or they sound interesting. It would be nice to be able to talk to someone about at least one of these books in August, but I won’t be hurt if none of you reads any of these…

Leave the World Behind  by  Rumaan Alam
Cultish: The Language of Fanaticism by Amanda Montell
Happy-Go-Lucky by David Sedaris
The Adults by Alison Espach
Killers of a Certain Age by Deanna Raybourn
The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern
Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann






