
March 1, 1932: “The (Fulton County) Board 
referred the matter of opening a colored 
school at Sheltonville in the northeast section 
of old Milton County to the superintendent 
with the power to act.”   

Fulton County Board of Education Minutes 
Volume: January 1930-December 8, 1937, 32-585 
 

 

he Alpharetta Colored School 

was created out of a merger of 

Sheltonville, Mt. Mary and Old 

Alpharetta colored schools in 

1932. It is important to note that this 

was the same year in which Milton 

County (to the north) and Campbell 

County (to the southwest) were being 

merged with Fulton, forming the unique 

shape of the county we see today. It was 

the height of the Great Depression and 

even local governments were searching 

for new ways to save money. Mergers 

and consolidations of school systems 

were crucial to this new method for man-

aging limited funds. Even so, it was common for a small community to have two schools close 

to each other—one for white children and one for black children. 

 

A new building for the students of the Alpharetta Colored School was constructed in 1949 

along Kimball Bridge Road. By 1953, it also had a new name: Bailey-Johnson School—named 

for a former slave and proponent of African-American education, Warren Johnson, and 

George “Hard” Bailey, donor of the land.  

 

Bailey-Johnson provided a place where black stu-

dents could receive an education from first to 

twelfth grade. (Before this era, African-American 

children who wished to attend past the seventh 

grade had to travel 30 miles south to Atlanta 

schools… at their own cost.)  

 

In 1968, Bailey-Johnson finally closed and the 109 

elementary and 57 high school students who were  

taught there transferred to other schools in the Ful-

ton County System. The building now serves as the 

North Maintenance Facility. 
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Pictured here is a school for African American students built in 

1934 and located in Roswell. Based on a Rosenwald design, this 

school was a predecessor to the Alpharetta Colored School. Ac-

cording to records housed in the Fulton County Schools Ar-

chives, this property was sold to the Roswell Housing Authority 

for $200 in 1951, just after the new Alpharetta Colored School 

was constructed.   

Courtesy of the Roswell Historical Society 

Present day North Maintenance Facility, Al-

pharetta, GA, Fulton County Schools—once 

Bailey-Johnson. 
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