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Duck and Cover: Cold War Civil Defense in our Schools

or the 45 years after World
War Il, the United States and
the Soviet Union were en-
gaged in a standoff known as
the Cold War. A nuclear attack during
this time would have threatened millions
of civilian lives in a matter of minutes.
Public schools, the most centralized public
spaces in most communities, became the
front line for federal policies and proce-
dures known as Civil Defense. By 1952,
nearly 90% of all the schools in America
had some form of civil defense training for
students.

Perhaps the most recognizable role
schools played in civil defense was to
house an extensive network of public fall-
out shelters. In 1962, at the height of the
Cold War, President John F. Kennedy al-
located $207,600,000 to fund a public
shelter program that would rely largely

on the use of schools as places of refuge.
The drinking water tank and sanitation

kit you see here were, until recently,
stored at Mimosa Elementary School and
were typical items in a school fallout shel-

ter. Although relatively compact, this
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resources or to connect with staff
e at the Teaching Museum

NI A DA T Ly contact Jena Sibille at
Encylc[opedia sibiIIej@fultonschools.org.
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