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       WAAC Detachment 

 Transcribed from original    CSRJC 

       Camp Crowder, Mo. 

       August 26, 1943 

Jere A. Wells, Supt. 

521 Court House 

Atlanta, Georgia 

Dear Mr. Wells,  

This time last year I had been inducted into the W.A.A.C. and was pre-

paring to report to the Training Center at Fort Des Moines. Although 

only a year has passed, I feel like a “veteran” because so much has hap-

pened during that time. 

After receiving my commission last October, I was first assigned as an 

instructor in the Administrative Section. Later I was transferred to a 

company in the Receiving Center where recruits were processed before 

beginning basic training. It was quite a job breaking in several hundred 

“rookies” each week, especially during the very cold winter months. 

Sometimes as I trudged along over ice and snow in sub-zero weather, I 

wondered why I had ever left the “sunny south.” Drilling under those 

conditions caused steps and facings to be executed that were definitely 

not included in Infantry Drill Regulations! Life was hard but fun, and 

that winter at Fort Des Moines will probably become a familiar story to 

our granddaughters in fifty years. 

In February I was transferred to Camp Crowder. It is the largest Signal 

Corps training center in the world. It is a fine camp located in south-

western Missouri near Neosho. Our company was one of the first ones 

out in the field so at first we were curiosities. Immediately the women 

were put to work in the various headquarters doing clerical work. Since 

then many new types of jobs have opened up and WACs are replacing 

men every day. Some of the women have been trained to do signal work. 

It is so interesting to see the training that goes on here. Men from other 

branches of service come here for instruction. Recently even some naval 

personnel moved in.         

Photograph, Atlanta Con-

stitution, June 16, 1947 
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