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Dear Mr. Wells,  

 I just received your letter and am answering imme-

diately hoping it will reach you in time. I am located in 

one of our rest areas somewhere in Australia. We have 

men on sick leave or furlough. Our club used to be a hotel 

and is at a beach resort. We have all kinds of recreation 

facilities—basketball, tennis, golf, horseback riding, roll-

er skating, swimming, as well as indoor games. All I do is 

play all day and most of the night. I feel guilty taking a 

check sometimes but then one of the boys will tell you 

how swell it is to talk to an American girl and then I feel 

better. They all kid me about being a “rebel” and from 

Georgia but they usually wind up by saying they would 

even live in Georgia if they could just get back to the 

States. They seem to think that would be a great sacrifice. 

Their one purpose is to get this business over and get 

home. Please give my regards to your family. I wish you a 

happy and successful school year. I can hardly realize it’s 

time for school as it’s winter over here still. Thanks again 

for your letter. 

Sincerely, 

Claudia 

Photograph, Atlanta Con-

stitution, July 3, 1943  

Twiggs was a devout piano player, using her talents at North Avenue Elementary School to in-

spire her students. As a staff assistant in the Red Cross, she combined her time between keeping 

up the morale of soldiers and organizing a home for army nurses on leave in Sydney, Australia. 

Twiggs was granted leave to join the Red Cross in January of 1943, prompting the Fulton County 

Board of Education to change its policy from only allowing leave  for military service. 


