
Heritage Month Programs 

Freedom Songs 
Bright Star 

Live @ Your School  

Live @ the Museum  

Marshalling Justice 
John Doyle 

Follow the life of our first African American Supreme Court Justice, 
Thurgood Marshall. Known as “Mr. Civil Rights”, Marshall stood up for 
equality and justice for many years prior to his appointment to the 
U.S. Supreme Court. The elderly Marshall reflects on his early years, 
his work as a Civil Rights lawyer, and the momentous changes in the 
United States during his lifetime in this 50-minute first person play. 
Students will reenact his important Supreme Court case:  Brown v. 
Board of Education.  

Recommended for 5th—8th 
Grades. 

Assembly-style, 50 minutes 

Civil Rights Movement:  
Learning from Primary Sources 
Teaching Museum Staff 

This hands-on presentation introduces the causes, course and 
consequences of the Civil Rights Movement, as it unfolded over the 20th 
century.  Working with large format photographs from the Library of 
Congress, students will analyze visual images for evidence of the 
inequities of segregation.  Students will use primary sources to build a 
timeline of the struggle for civil and voting rights in the United States, 
gaining an understanding of the contributions made by individuals and 
groups whose beliefs led to change in our world. Working with vintage 
LIFE magazines, students can understand the context behind MLK and 
other leaders’ decisions. Students will make connections between 
events, such as the Vietnam War and the concurrent growth of 
technology in this era.   

Live @ Your School  

Live @ the Museum  

Live @ the Museum  

Day of Learning: Civil Rights Combine these two programs for a great, 2-hour learning 
experience!  Either in-school or @ the museum! 

Recommended for 5th—8th 
Grades. 

Assembly-style, 50 min., 9:15, 
10:30, or 11:45;  

Li’l Dan the Drummer Boy 
Jerry G White 

Recommended for K—2nd Grades. 

V i r t u a l  

Live @ Your School  

Live @ the Museum  

Live-stream, 50 minutes 

Assembly-style, 50 minutes 

What was it like to go to first grade at a school where you were the 
only person of color? Meet Ruby Bridges, the first African American 
student to attend the William Frantz School in New Orleans, Louisiana 
in 1960. The Supreme Court had just ruled against segregation in 
America’s schools. With the support of her mother and her faith in the 
goodness of people, Ruby was the first to test this ruling at this New 
Orleans school. Accompanied by US Marshals, she faced significant 
challenges just  entering the school, but her friendship with her 
teacher, Barbara Henry, helped her to persevere. Learn about 
segregation in the 60’s in America and how to face up to bullying. 

Ruby Bridges Goes to School 
Cathy Kaemmerlen with Actor Ma’Kayla Nolan 

Recommended for K—3rd Grades 

Live @ Your School  

Live @ the Museum  

The Boy Who Would Be King: The Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Story 
John Doyle 

Recommended for 3rd—8th 
Grades. 

Assembly-style, 50 minutes 

In this reflective, biographical and often humorous portrayal, young 
Martin shares his adventures exploring the uncharted, wonder filled 
wilderness of Atlanta’s Auburn Avenue. Every inch a boy’s tale, filled 
with mischief and dreams, the boy King recounts the extraordinary 
community of individuals who will shape his ideas and ideals. The play 
celebrates how King’s youth before destiny, complete with its 
triumphs and tragedies, led this unassuming Atlanta boy to become 
one of the most admired Americans of his generation.  

Jackie Robinson’s number “42” has come to symbolize the triumph of 
the human spirit over incredible odds. The biographical tale follows 
the life of Jackie Robinson, the first black baseball player to cross the 
color lines in the Major Leagues. A real-life hero and a tribute to the 
power of persistence and determination in the face of adversity, see 
why Jackie Robinson has inspired so many people both in and out of 
sports! 

Live @ the Museum  
Jackie Robinson 
Bright Star 

Recommended for 
k—3rd Grades.  

Recommended for 5th—8th 
Grades. 

Frederick Douglass 

Akbar Imhotep 

Frederick Douglass’ story is a story of legends and myths…but his is an 
actual story. It is a story of a man who was once enslaved, who es-
capes to his freedom and becomes a world celebrated abolitionist. 
Storyteller/Puppeteer/Actor Akbar Imhotep portrays Frederick 
Douglass and shares this fascinating journey of how he liberated him-
self from mental and physical slavery and his mission to free others. 
His message encourages young people to be literate and to embrace 
reading and education. 

Recommended for 2nd—4th 
Grades. 

Students learn of the heroic story of Harriet Tubman, who escaped 
from the bonds of slavery in the summer of 1849.  After escaping 
to freedom, she made 19 trips back to lead other slaves, including 
her parents, to freedom. She soon became known as the "Moses" 
of her people. Her trips were carefully planned and brilliantly 
executed by the use of the "Underground Railroad”, an ever-
changing series of secret hiding places.  

After hearing of the trials and remarkable 
courage of Harriet Tubman, students will 
design quilt squares to create a class quilt 
related to the Underground Railroad. This 
hands-on activity is available on location at 
the Museum. Please request the PeRC when 
scheduling Harriet Tubman. 

Harriet Tubman: Journey through Song 
Joanna Maddox 

V i r t u a l  

Live @ Your School  

Live @ the Museum  

Recommended for 4th—8th 
Grades. 

Rhythm in Motion 
Manga African Dance 

The pulsating sounds of Sunu (ceremonial music played by the 
Malinke people of Guinea and Mali during traditional festivals) 
transport students to the villages of West Africa, where popular 
American dances such as the Charleston and popular hip hop 
moves were born. Manga traces the evolution of these dances from 
the marketplaces of the Congo, to the slave ships bound for the 
Caribbean, to the plantations of the American South, and the 
nightclubs of the urban North. Students discover how Africans 
absorbed elements of other cultures along the way and 
transformed them into new dance styles that have left an indelible 
mark on American culture.  

Recommended for 2nd—8th 
Grades. 

V i r t u a l  

Live @ Your School  

Pre-recorded, 40 minutes, 
optional live Q&A, available for 
two weeks 

Assembly-style, 50 minutes, 
200 students max., can book 
multiple back-to-back 
performances to serve the 
entire grade level 

A Musical Tour Through Latin America 
Havana Son 

Playing the salsa, meringue, son, cha cha and boleros, Havana Son 
takes students through a musical tour of Latin American countries, 
including Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, Colombia, Panama 
and Puerto Rico.  Students join in by clapping, singing, dancing and 
even playing along as Havana Son moves through the musical tradi-
tions of each country.  The duo adds context to its musical perfor-
mance by helping students identify each country on a map, teaching 
about its size and population and sharing new vocabulary words. 

Mapping Flamenco 
Julie Galle Baggenstoss 

Explore the music and culture of Latin American countries, 
including rumba, Punto Cubano, and Argentinian tango, and find 
out how ideas about the arts traveled the Columbian Exchange to 
finally blend with the culture of Spain to create a large and lively 
portion of Flamenco, across a history of international commerce, 
wars of independence, and acts of solidarity.  Kids dance and 
create Flamenco rhythms during this assembly program that 
always includes Spanish vocabulary words and can be presented 
totally in Spanish upon request. 

Recommended for Grades 1st—8th 
Grades.  

Live @ Your School  

V i r t u a l  

Live @ Your School  

Pre-recorded segments, self-
paced; optional live Q&A 

Workshop per class, 50 minutes; 
(30 students) multiple sessions 
can be booked to serve all stu-
dents — OR — 

Assembly-style performance with 
live dance, vocals and  musician, 
50 min., 200 students max., mul-
tiple performance can booked to 
serve entire grade level 

Recommended for Grades 1st—
8th Grades.  

V i r t u a l  

Live @ the Museum  

 

Recommended for 1st—3rd 
Grades. 

Learn about the geography of Georgia from the Coast, Okefenokee to 
the Mountains, through traditional folktales told in different regions. 
The past comes alive for students in our replica log cabin and one 
room schoolhouse where students see, hear, and touch Georgia His-
tory. Students will consider how culture and geography impacted the 
lives of Georgians during the late 1800s.  
 

  

Inspired by stories and the geography of Georgia, students will create 
their own visual explorations. This hands-on clay pottery making ac-
tivity supports the Language Arts of the storytelling program, Georgia 
Beginnings. Students will learn about the Georgia pottery traditions 
of Creek and Cherokee Indians and the European and North African 
pottery techniques brought to the New World, as they make a hand-
built vessel. 

Georgia Beginnings 
Mama Koku & Mary Jane Stone 

The Adventures of High John the Conqueror 
Rob Cleveland 

The Adventures of High John the Conqueror is a performance of 
stories and music celebrating one of America’s earliest and least 
known folk heroes. High John was born on slave plantations and 
served as an inspiration for those who needed it most. In the 
company of other trickster characters, such as Anansi and Br’er 
Rabbit, High John will delight audiences of all ages. Gifted storyteller, 
Rob Cleveland, makes High John come alive and thoroughly engages 
an eighth-grade audience.  

Recommended for 6th—8th 
Grades. 

Live @ Your School  

V i r t u a l  

Live @ the Museum  

Recommended for 
3rd—6th Grades.  

Learn about the struggles for American women to gain the right to 
vote led by Susan B. Anthony, who spent her life devoted to this cause.  
Among her many struggles and achievements was her arrest in 1872 
for voting in the Presidential election and challenging the 13th, 14th, 
and 15th amendments to the Constitution.  Traveling cross country, she 
made thousands of fiery speeches to garner support for women’s 
rights. Fourteen years after her death, the 19th amendment to the 
Constitution, known as the Susan B. Anthony Amendment, was 
passed, granting women the right to vote. 

Susan B. Anthony 
Cathy Kaemmerlen 

V i r t u a l  

Live @ Your School  

Live @ the Museum  

Live-streamed,  50-minutes 

Assembly-style, 50 minutes 

Recommended for 3rd—6th 
Grades.  

Students learn of the heroic story of Harriet Tubman, who escaped 
from the bonds of slavery in the summer of 1849.  After escaping to 
freedom, she made 19 trips back to lead other slaves, including her 
parents, to freedom. She soon became known as the "Moses" of her 
people. Her trips were carefully planned and brilliantly executed by 
the use of the "Underground Railroad”, an ever-changing series of 
secret hiding places.  

After hearing of the trials and remarkable 
courage of Harriet Tubman, students will 
design quilt squares to create a class quilt 
related to the Underground Railroad. This 
hands-on activity is available on location at the Museum. Please 
request the PeRC when scheduling Harriet Tubman. 

Harriet Tubman: Journey through Song 
Joanna Maddox 

V i r t u a l  

Live @ Your School  

Live @ the Museum  

Recommended for 4th—8th 
Grades. 

V i r t u a l  

Live @ Your School  

Live @ the Museum  

Recommended for 4th—5th 
Grades. 

Pre-recorded, 42 minutes with 
optional Q&A session 

Assembly-style, 50 minutes 

Through the eyes of Mary House, great niece of the owner of the 
Indian Queen Tavern, where many of the delegates stayed, young 
audiences will hear about the intrigue, the political maneuverings, the 
personalities, the conflicts, and the behind the scenes gossip from 
May to September, 1787 in Philadelphia at the State House/
Independence Hall.  Mary, helping out her great aunt during this busy 
and important time, cleans James “Jemmy” Madison’s room and is 
privy to his diary and to the “gossip” of the delegates in the parlor and 
dining rooms of the inn/tavern.  Although the Convention was in 
secret and decisions were made behind closed and sealed doors, 
audience members will be sworn to secrecy as Mary tells them what 
she alone knows through her spying and eavesdropping.   

Let’s Keep it a Secret!  
The Writing of the US Constitution  
Cathy Kaemmerlen 

From a shy, awkward, too tall young girl, she became more famous 
and popular than her husband. She was a wife, mother, newspaper 
columnist, United Nations ambassador, and activist.  Learn how this 
remarkable woman emerged from her shell to become a woman who 
made a difference. Class participation with specific reading roles for 
multiple students and actual historical photographs add to the 
engagement of the performance.   

V i r t u a l  

Live @ Your School  

Live @ the Museum  

Eleanor Roosevelt 
Cathy Kaemmerlen 

Recommended for 5th—8th 
Grades.  

Live stream, 50 minutes 

Assembly-style, 50 minutes 

V i r t u a l  

Live @ Your School  

Chinese Brush Painting Workshop 
Tehwan Tso 

Join Tehwan Tso as she takes your students step by step through the 
process of Chinese Brush Painting. Students experience firsthand the 
close relationship between the materials being used and their influ-
ence on the artistic forms and techniques. This six-thousand-year-old 
tradition provides insight into the changing culture of China as artists 
use the subject matter to reflect on their own ideals and character.  

Recommended for 3rd—8th 

Grades. 

Pre-recorded segments, self-
paced, available for two weeks, 
supplies will be send to your 
school 

Workshop per class, 50 
minutes, supplies are provided 

Students will join our 12-year-old friend, Asha, (played by a 
puppet) on her journey to India, where she is visiting the Ganga 
River, usually referred to as Ganges River in western 
countries.  Students will learn about Hindu beliefs surround the 
river along with issues of pollution through a multi-media 
presentation. Students will have the opportunity to join the River 
Goddess Ganga for a Bollywood style dance of hope.  

Story of the River Ganga 
Kahaaniya for Kids 

V i r t u a l  
Pre-recorded, 40 minutes, 
optional live Q&A classes, 
available for 2 weeks 

Recommended for 4th —7th 
Grades.  

Puppetry of Asia: Traveling the Silk Road 
Damon Young 

Enjoy an entertaining demonstration of music, stories, and puppetry 
traditions of Asia.  Join Mr. Damon and fidget the squirrel on an 
adventure along THE SILK ROAD as we laugh and learn about 
fascinating traditions of the East. 

Recommended for 4th—8th 
Grades.  

V i r t u a l  

Live @ Your School  

Pre-recorded, 40 minutes, 
available for two weeks, with 
optional Q&A 

Assembly-style, 50 minutes, 
200 students max., can book 
multiple performances to 
serve the entire grade level 

Assembly-style, 50 minutes,   
200 students max.; can book 
multiple performances to    
accommodate the entire 
grade level 

Pre-recorded, 2 segments, 50 
min. each; available for 2 
weeks. Clay supplies are sent 
to school. Q&A available with 
MJ Stone, Live Stream also 
available. 

Assembly-style & classroom 

workshop, 120 students max. 

per day; 9:30—11:30;  

Recommended for 2nd-5th Grade. 

Cherokee Tales 
Bright Star 

Live @ the Museum  

Assembly-style, 50 min., 9:15, 

10:30 & 11:45,  

From the work songs of the fields of people who were enduring the 

bonds of slavery, to Ragtime, Jazz, R&B, and the inspired spirituals of 

the Civil Rights movement, this play follows the compelling story of the 

role that music played in the history of Black America. Meet incredible 

Americans like Scott Joplin, Billy Holiday, Little Richard, and more in a 

tale that is sure to intrigue your students.  

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to find yourself right on 
the pages…right in the story? Join storyteller Jerry G. White as he 
takes you on a historic journey through Romare Bearden’s Li’L Dan 
The Drummer Boy. Drumming along with the performance, students 
will experience this story, set during the Civil War, of a young boy’s 
heroism and courage. The story and performance by Jerry G. White, 
will also share the meaning behind the Juneteenth Holiday!  This pro-
gram is a wonderful way to connect reading and music. 

Assembly-style, 50 min.,  
9:30 & 10:30,  

Live @ Your School  

Live @ the Museum  

Assembly-style, 50 minutes 

Assembly-style, 50 min.   9:30 & 

10:30;  

V i r t u a l  

Prerecorded with optional live Q&A 

Assembly-style, 50 min,       
9:30 & 10:30;  

Assembly-style, 50 min,  9:15, 

10:30, 11:45,  

Assembly-style, 50 min., 9:30 

& 10:30,  

Workshop, 50 min per class; 

multiple sessions will be 

booked back-to-back 

Workshop, 50 minutes per 

class, 9:30 or 10:30;   

V i r t u a l  
Pre-recorded, 40-minutes, with 

live stream Q&A; available for 2 

weeks 

Live @ Your School  

Live @ the Museum  

Assembly-style, 50 minutes 

Assembly-style, 50 min.,  9:30 & 

10:30; inquire for available dates 

Pre-recorded performance + 50 

min. optional hands-on activity. 

Links and supplies will be sent to 

schools. 

Assembly-style, 50 minutes; 

optional hands-on activity 

materials and directions 

provided;  

Assembly-style, 50 min., with 

50 min. hands on activity    

9:30 & 10:30  

Live Streamed Performance,  

50 minutes 

Assembly-style, 50 minutes, 

max. 200 students, can book 

multiple performances to serve 

an entire grade level 

Recommended for 6th-8th Grades. 

Real-Life Legends of Cherokee History 
Bright Star 

Cherokee history reaches back to time immemorial, yet continues to 

this day– a story of inspiration, difficulty, and courage. This play 

explores the story of the Cherokee people from prehistory to the 

present, sharing the stories of legendary real-life figures like Tsali, 

Sequoyah, Nanyehi, and Wilma Mankiller, as well as major events in 

the history  of the Cherokee such as the Indian Removal Act, “Trail of 

Tears,” and the modern Civil Rights Movement. Developed in 

partnership with the Cherokee Historical Association, this play is a 

great way to introduce young people to Cherokee history.  

Live @ Your School  
Assembly-style, 50 minutes,  

She Persisted, The Musical  
Georgia Ensemble Theatre 

Assembly-style, 50 min, 9:30 & 

11:15,  
Fourth-grader Naomi's field trip to a Women's History Museum turns 

into a time travel adventure where she encounters inspirational 

women who have overcome barriers and made waves throughout 

U.S. history. From activists to athletes, artists and more, the musical 

features the stories of female trailblazers such as Harriet Tubman, 

Virginia Apgar, Ruby Bridges, Sally Ride, Florence Griffith Joyner, and 

Sonia Sotomayor. 

Assembly-style, 50 min 

performance; 9:30 & 10:30, 

inquire for dates 

Pre-recorded performance + 50 min. 
optional hands-on activity. Links and 
supplies will be sent to schools. 

Assembly-style, 50 minutes; optional 

hands-on activity materials and 

directions provided;  

Assembly-style, 50 min., with 

50 min. hands on activity    

9:30 & 10:30 ,  

Assembly-style, 50 min 

performance; 9:30 & 10:30, 

inquire for dates 

Assembly-style, 50 min 

performance; 9:30 & 10:30, 

inquire for dates 

The Cherokee People have a rich history of myths, legends, and 
folktales that explain everything from the creation of the world to 
how the plants and animals around us came to look and behave the 
way they do today. In partnership with the Cherokee Historical Asso-
ciation, this play is a great way to introduce young audiences to the 
Cherokee people.  


