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Pre-Kindergarten 
September 7-11, 2020 

 

Student Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

School: ________________________________________________________Teacher: _________________ 

 

Monday 

Labor Day – No School 

 

Tuesday 

Parent Information and Weekly Lessons 

Morning Meeting: CD-SS4.4b  
Complete the Gather & Greet, Message Board, and Class Schedule activities. You will need the Community 
Helpers cards for this activity. 

Large Group Literacy: CD-SS4.4b, CLL8.4c, CLL9.4c  
Follow the directions to create the community helpers KWL chart.  

Phonological Awareness: CLL6.4b  
Use the Scat Like That rhyming cards and follow the directions for the “I Say Cat, You Say Mat” activity.  

Reading: CLL5.4a, CLL5.4d, CD-SS4.4b  
Read Jade’s Trip around Town and discuss community helpers. (Refer to the Mackinvia Student Guide to access 
the book.)  

Specials: SED3.4a  
Follow the directions to complete the self-talk lesson.  

Math: CD-MA4.4b  
Follow the directions to complete the sorting activity.  

Science and Social Studies: PDM1.4e, PDM1.4f  
Read Doctor De Soto and discuss a time you visited the dentist.  

 
Wednesday 

Morning Meeting: CD-SS4.4b, CLL8  
Complete the Gather & Greet, Message Board, and Class Schedule activities 

Large Group Literacy: CLL7.4a  
Follow the directions to complete the name activity.  

Phonological Awareness: CLL6.4b  
Practice rhyming skills with the "Down by the Bay" activity.  

Reading: CLL5.4a, CLL5.4c  
Read A Letter to Amy and answer comprehension questions.  

Specials: CD-CRI.4a  
Sing and dance to Community Helper Hop.  

Math: CD-MA2.4b  
Follow the directions to play the Spill the Bears game.  

Science and Social Studies: CD-SC1.4c, CD-SC1.4d  
Follow the directions to complete the penny experiment.  

 

https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/PreK%20-%20Parent%20Information.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/PreK%20-%20Weekly%20Lessons.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/PreK%20Tuesday%20-%20Community%20Helper%20Cards.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/PreK%20Tuesday%20-%20Community%20Helper%20Cards.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/PreK%20Tuesday%20-%20Scat%20Like%20That%20Rhyme%20Cards.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/PreK%20Tuesday%20-%20MACKINVIA_STUDENT_GUIDE.pdf
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Pre-Kindergarten 
September 7-11, 2020 

 

Thursday 
Morning Meeting: CLL6.4d, CLL7.4a  
Complete the Gather & Greet, Message Board, and Class Schedule activities 

Large Group Literacy: CD-SS4.4b, CLL8.4c, CLL9.4c  
Review the KWL chart from Tuesday and add information to the “L” column.  

Phonological Awareness: CLL6.4b  
Follow the directions for the "I Say Cat, You Say Mat" activity.  

Reading: CLL5.4c, CLL8.4a  
Read informational text to find out what happens to a letter after you put it in the mailbox.  

Specials: SED3.4a  
Follow the directions to complete the self-talk story activity.  

Math: CD-MA4.4b  
Follow the directions to practice sorting toys by one or more attributes.  

Science and Social Studies: PDM1.4f, CD-SS4.4b  
Watch the video: I Want to be a Firefighter and draw a picture of what you want to be when you grow up.  

 

Friday 
Morning Meeting: CLL8.4b, CD-SS4.4b  
Complete the Gather & Greet, Message Board, and Class Schedule activities 

Large Group Literacy: CLL5.4b, CLL9.4a  
Follow the directions to illustrate the beginning, middle, and end of Officer Buckle and Gloria.  

Phonological Awareness: CLL6.4b  
Read Silly Sally and listen for rhyming words.  

Reading: CLL5.4d, CLL8.4e, PDM1.4c  
Read Officer Buckle and Gloria and answer comprehension questions.  

Specials: CD-CR2.4a, PDM6.4a  
Follow the directions to create a Community Helper Wreath.  

Math: CD-MA2.4b  
Read Ten Little Fish By Audrey Wood and practice counting up to 10 objects using one-to-one correspondence.  

Science and Social Studies: PDM1.4f, CD-SS4.4b  
Display the police officer and firefighter cards and follow the directions to complete the activity.  

 



Pre-Kindergarten Parent Overview Information 
September 7-11, 2020 

Morning Meeting 

Theme: My Community (Community Helpers) 
 

Activities that take place during Morning Meeting: 
▪ Gather and Greet 
▪ Message Board 
▪ Class Schedule 

What is my child learning during outdoor play? 
▪ During parent orientation or curriculum night, 

you may have heard the teacher say Bright 
from the Start recommends 60 minutes of 
outdoor play each day. 

▪ During outdoor play, children have a chance to 
work on gross motor skills. 

▪ Gross motor skills involve movement 
of the large muscles of the arms, legs, 
and torso. 

▪ They impact balance and coordination 
▪ Examples of gross motor activities: 

climbing, running, jumping, throwing a 
ball, skipping 

▪ Outdoor play also gives you a chance to extend 
the learning.  

▪ Each week, we will provide activity ideas for 
outdoor play. 

Examples of ways to build gross motor skills at home: 
▪ Set up an obstacle course 

o Raising Dragons has instructions for setting up an 
obstacle course using pool noodles, pencils, and 
duct tape https://www.raisingdragons.com/pool-
noodle-obstacle-course/ but you can create one 
using items from around the house 

o Ideally, the obstacle course would have 
opportunities for the child to crawl, jump, run, etc. 

▪ Play catch 
▪ Teach your child to play hopscotch 
 
Examples of ways to extend the learning during outdoor play: 
▪ Go on a community scavenger hunt. Walk around your 

neighborhood (bike ride, car ride, etc.) and find the 
following people, places and things: police car, mailbox, 
school, library, construction sign, fire station, doctor office 
or hospital. Discuss the community helpers who work in 
these places. 

What is my child learning during independent play?  
▪ During parent orientation or curriculum night, 

you may have heard the teacher say Bright from 
the Start recommends 60 minutes of 
independent play each day. This is a vital 
component of universal remote learning. 

▪ Young children learn through play. 
▪ Provides opportunities for children to learn and 

explore on their own 
▪ Builds creativity and independent thinking skills 
▪ Gives children a chance to work on fine motor 

skills 
▪ Skills that involve a refined use of the small 

muscles controlling the hand, fingers, and 
thumb 

▪ Skills used to complete tasks such as 
writing, drawing, buttoning, and zipping 

▪ Each week, we will provide activity ideas for 
independent play. 

Examples of ways to build fine motor skills at home:  
▪ Play dough – encourage your child to squeeze, stretch, 

pinch and roll “snakes” 
▪ Extend the learning by having your child make 

letters – remember to talk about the types of lines 
used to make the letters and the letter names 

▪ Provide scissors your child can use to cut the play 
dough 

▪ Water play – Fill a cup about a quarter full of water. Give 
your child an empty cup and an eyedropper. Have your 
child try to transfer the water from one cup to the other by 
drawing the water into the dropper and dropping it into 
the empty cup. 

▪ Put together puzzles 
▪ String beads 

Parent Tips 

https://www.raisingdragons.com/pool-noodle-obstacle-course/
https://www.raisingdragons.com/pool-noodle-obstacle-course/


During morning message this week, we begin using sentences. We will teach that groups of letters form words and 
groups of words form sentences. Your child will also begin naming/recognizing letters in the message. If your child is 
ready, you can challenge him/her to help identify the initial sound of a word when writing the sentence. For example, 
when you get to the word safe in Thursday’s message you might say, “The next word is safe. /sssssss/afe. What sound 
do you hear at the beginning of the word safe?”   

Large Group Literacy 

What is a KWL chart?  
▪ KWL stands for (Know, Want to Know, Learned) 
▪ Starts students thinking about what they know about a 

topic (activates background knowledge), develops a 
purpose for learning, and summarizes learning 

Filling out the chart:  
▪ When a question in the W-section is answered, the 

result should be posted in the L-section. 
▪ If your child thinks of additional questions about the 

topic of study, you can add them to the W-section.  

What are the six writing types?  
▪ Writing names 
▪ Labeling 
▪ Listing 
▪ Corresponding with others 
▪ Expressing opinions and preferences 
▪ Expository writing 

Practicing name writing: 
▪ Provide many opportunities for your child to practice 

writing his/her name to communicate the message, “this 
belongs to me.” Whenever your child creates a unique 
piece of work (painting, drawing, etc.), have him/her 
write their name.  

▪ If your child has not mastered name writing, accept 
whatever he/she writes. You can provide the name card 
and allow your child to copy the letters. 

▪ Activities to work on name writing. Give your child the 
name card and have him/her make their name with: 
▪ Playdough 
▪ Magnet letters or letter tiles 
▪ Use a finger to write their name in a tray of 

salt/sand/shaving cream, etc. 

Parent Tips 
Teaching a child to write his/her name takes practice and patience. Let him/her learn in his/her own time but practice 
a few minutes every day. As he/she begins to perfect his/her writing, you'll notice h/she can start writing with smaller 
letters with handwriting that becomes easier and easier to read. 
 
Stay Positive 
▪ Resist the urge to be a handwriting stickler. While letter formation is important, nothing will shut down a budding 

writer more quickly than being "nitpicked." Handwriting mastery will come with practice. Don't expect or demand 
perfection. Accept your child's attempts and encourage him by pointing out his improvements and praising his 
sincere efforts.   

▪ Letters may be backwards, huge, inconsistent, and messy. Learning a new skill can be tough. Be quick to 
comment on what he's done correctly and slow to comment on his mistakes. 

 
Take It Slow and Steady 
▪ When working on a new skill, it is important to work at your child's pace. Writing and fine motor control can be 

difficult for many children, and too much practice can easily overwhelm young learners. When beginning to work 
on name-writing, start with one letter. Practicing one letter 5-10 times per day may be appropriate for young 
learners. As your child begins to master one letter, add in the next. 

▪ If your child becomes frustrated during practice, encourage one more try, and then pick it up again the next day. 
Slow and consistent practice is best. 

Phonological Awareness 



What is Rhyming?  
▪ Rhymes are words that sound similar to each   other 

when you say or hear them.   
▪ Rhyming words are words that have the same 

ending parts.  
▪ The ending part includes the vowel sound and the 

following consonants  
▪ Children learn rhymes through nursery rhymes, 

which help us learn words and memorize songs.   
o For instance, the nursery rhyme “Hickory 

Dickory Dock” uses rhyme throughout the 
entire song.  

▪ Rhyming is one of the best predictors of how easily 
a child will learn to read.  

▪ Good rhymers notice that rhyming words often 
have shared letter sequences, such as –all in tall, 
ball, and small, which in turn gives them a 
considerable head start in learning to read.  

Examples of words that rhyme:   
▪ Whale and tail  
▪ Bear and hair  
▪ Frog and log  

  
Examples of words that do NOT rhyme:  

▪ Whale and hair  
▪ Bear and log  
▪ Frog and tail  

 

When do children usually learn to rhyme?  
▪ Young children develop at different rates  
▪ Learning to rhyme happens in stages. Most children 

can rhyme by the time they’re able to read.  
▪ Stages of rhyming development:  

1. Able to join in rhyming games  
2. Recognize words that rhyme  
3. Come up with their own rhymes and identify 
words that don’t rhyme. 

 

Examples of Rhyming Activities:  
▪ Acts out and retells favorite nursery rhymes  
▪ Leads the class in "Days of the Week" song when it is 

their "job"  
▪ Recites familiar rhymes and chants  
▪ Responds with several rhyming words when prompted 

with a particular word, such as "cat"  
▪ Listens to teacher say a word and says a word that 

rhymes  
▪ Matches rhyming pictures such as "cat" and "bat"  
▪ Changes first letter of name to make a rhyming word  
 

Parent Tips 
Rhyme Challenge: Whether you are in the car, walking home from school, or sitting poolside, Rhyme Challenge is an 
easy game that requires no set-up, clean-up, or materials whatsoever. For the rhyme challenge, one person chooses 
a word and says, “I challenge you to think of as many rhymes as you can for ‘cat’ (or any word)” and the next player 
says as many words as he can that rhyme with that word. Try playing the rhyme challenge this week. 

Reading 

What is a non-fiction book?  
A nonfiction book is one that tells you facts and 
information about the world around you. It can cover 
almost any topic, from wild animals to Vikings. If it is 
about something that really happened or something 
that really exists, it is nonfiction. Some nonfiction books 
have illustrations (pictures) as well as words. 

Using non-fiction and informational books with young 
learners:  
Children’s comprehension of what they read later on is 
dependent on their knowledge about the world and their 
ability to relate a text to their experiences. 
REAL Time is a way to support storybook read alouds 
through pairing an informational text (a non-fiction book) 
to deepen meaning and build world knowledge. 

▪ READ 
▪ EXPLORE 

o Push-In: 



             – Information about topic 
                           – How text is organized 

            – Vocabulary 
▪ ASK 
▪ LEARN 

o Pull-Out: 
                            – Information about topic by asking 

 questions 
                           – Vocabulary 
*From Dickinson (2011) 

Parent Tips 
Kids love to read about real people, places, and events. Nonfiction books present real information in engaging and 
interesting ways. However, most kids read a lot more fiction than nonfiction, so spend some extra time helping your 
reader learn how to navigate a nonfiction book. 

Specials 

What is Self-Talk? 
▪ “Self-talk” means saying things quietly to yourself. 
▪ Using self-talk helps your child stay focused and 

learn at school and at home. 
▪ Self-instruction, or self-talk, is an important tool 

children can use to help them listen, focus 
attention, and learn.  Most young children talk to 
themselves much of the time as they are doing 
activities or playing with friends. Over time, children 
typically internalize self-talk and no longer speak 
aloud to themselves. 

Examples of Self-Talk: 
▪ Focus his or her attention, for example, “Focus,” 
▪ “Listen” 
▪ Remember what to do, for example, “Put my coat 
▪ on the hook” 
▪ Keep doing a task, for example, “Pick up all the 
▪ Blocks.” 
▪ Control his or her body, for example, “Stay in my 

Chair.” 

Parent Tips 
Practice using self-talk with your child. (Time to pick up my toys. Put my shoes on. Brush my teeth.) 

Math 

What is sorting? 
Sorting is a foundational math skill for preschoolers. It 
can take months or even an entire school year for young 
children begin to understand the concept of sorting and 
the various ways to sort. For this reason it is important 
to provide your students with plenty of sorting practice 
all year long. 

What is 1 to 1 correspondence? 
1 to 1 correspondence is the skill of counting one object 
as you say one number. For example, if you are counting 
objects, you point at the first item and say ‘1’, then point 
to the second and say ‘2’ and so on. 

Parent Tips 
Have your child sort and count: 
▪ silverware 
▪ laundry 
▪ fruit by type, color, or size 
▪ shoes by ownership 
▪ books according to softcover or hardcover 
 

Science and Social Studies 

Introducing your child to community helpers: Interacting with community helpers: 



▪ Helpfulness is an important part of good social 
development 

▪ We can introduce children to the many grown-ups 
who work to make life better for others 

▪ Learning about community helpers offers benefits for 
children: 

▪ Promotes safety by teaching children how to ask for 
help and who to ask 

▪ Inspires interest in possible careers. When children 
meet people who keep our communities safe, clean 
and orderly, they’re also learning about different jobs. 

▪ Encourage interest in one’s own community. We help 
community helpers by not littering, driving safely and 
practicing other good habits. 

▪ Talk to your child about how to interact with 
community helpers 

▪ Teach your child who to talk to if they get lost in a 
public place (security officer, clerk at a store, police 
officer, etc.) 

▪ Teach your child how to call for help in an emergency. 
Go over some questions a dispatcher may ask and 
how to answer them. 

▪ Help your child learn to describe how he or she feels 
during doctor visits. 

Parent Tips 
When driving around your neighborhood and going about your daily routine: 
▪ Point out the different jobs people are doing in public places. In the store, identify the store clerks who help us 

find and pay for the things we buy. If there is a security guard on duty, explain how that’s the person we talk to if 
we have a problem such as getting lost. 

▪ Help your child recognize the uniforms some community helpers wear (mail carrier, delivery person, baker, etc.). 
▪ Identify the vehicles used by some community helpers (police cars, ambulances, fire trucks, delivery vehicles, 

busses, semi-trucks, etc.). 

 



Weekly Lessons 

 

Monday – Labor Day – No School 

 

Tuesday 

Morning Meeting 

Gather & Greet: Sing “Let’s Get Started” then choose The Good Morning Song by The Singing Walrus ,  Brand 
New Day   or “The Goldfish (Let’s Go Swimming)”   
Message Board: Write: Good morning! We will learn about (post the community helper cards: pictures of police 
officer, firefighter, mail carrier) Ask, “What do you think this message means?” (Child might say: police officer, 
firefighter, mail carrier Adult responds, Yes, they are a police officer, fireman and mail carrier. These are some of 
the community helpers who work in our neighborhood. This week, we will learn about community helpers.) Say, 
“Let’s read it together.” Point to each word as you read “Good morning! We will learn about community helpers.” 
Class Schedule: Have your child mark the schedule as you move through the daily activities 

Large Group Literacy 

Fold a blank sheet of paper into thirds (like folding a letter to go into an envelope).  Then open the paper and 
place on desk in landscape orientation.  Next, have the students fold the top of the page 1 1/2 inches from the 
top.  Unfold again and lay flat.  The folded lines create the template for the KWL chart.  Label the top above the 
horizontal line with K, W, and L. Tell your child you are going to be learning about community helpers. Ask, “What 
do you think you know about community helpers?” Write what your child says. Remind your child that when we 
write a list, we write 1 thought on each line. Talk about letter formation, writing left to right, etc. Ask, “What do 
you want to know about community helpers?” Write what your child says. During the week, refer back to the list 
of things they want to know as you learn them and add them to the “What did you learn?” column. 

Phonological Awareness 

Game: “I Say Cat, You Say Mat” - use the Scat Like That rhyme cards 
Play this fast-paced game to reinforce rhyming skills. Point to yourself and then the children to indicate whose turn 
it is to speak. 

Teacher: “I say cat and you say mat.” 
Teacher: “Cat”        Child: “Mat” 
Teacher: “Cat”        Child: “Mat” 

 
Teacher: “I say frog and you say log” 

Teacher: “Frog”      Child: “Log.” 
Teacher: “Frog”      Child: “Log.” 

Keep going with more rhymes – mouse/house, pig/jig, nose/toes, blue/shoe, pen/hen, pow/cow, hot/pot, 
bear/hair, fly/tie…and so on. 

Reading 

Read: Jade’s Trip around Town by Meg Gaertner Mackinvia (Refer to the Mackinvia Student Guide)  
Prior to reading: Look at the front cover of the book. Ask your child to describe what he/she sees. Encourage 
him/her to predict what kind of information will be found in this book. 
After reading: Discuss the community helpers in the book and ask your child, “Which helpers have you met in our 
community? What do they do to help the community?” 

Specials 

Use puppet. Say bold words when teaching the lesson. 
Teacher (make laughing sounds) I hear someone? I think it is _________(puppet). Let’s se what he/she is doing. 
 
Puppet (laughing) That was fun!  I am going to do it ag---. Puppet stops and looks at your child seated. Uh oh!  
The teacher said to clean up.  But I was playing.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CuI_p7a9VGs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEkeQcHX1LU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEkeQcHX1LU
https://youtu.be/Cg-wnQKRHTs


 
Teacher (to puppet): You started playing instead of cleaning up.  I have an idea. Sit next to me. (put puppet down) 
Looks like _______(puppet) did not keep his/her attention on cleaning up.  He/She forgot to use the attent-o-
scopes we learned about last week. Have child make their attent-o-scope and focus on you.  Now put your hands 
down but keep focusing on me. 
 
Let’s point to parts of your body you use when you focus your attention. Have child point to the following body 
parts as you say them.  You need your eyes, ears, and brain. 
 
I have another way that helps me stay focused on what I have to do.  I quietly tell myself over and over what I 
have to do.  This is called self-talk. 
 
Put puppet back on.  Why do I use self-talk and keep telling myself what I need to do? 
 
Puppet: Because it helps you keep doing what you have to do.  If I had used self-talk, I could have kept my 
attention on cleaning up. 
 
Teacher: That’s right.  Self-talk helps you keep your attention on the things you need to do.  Thank you for 
helping us learn today. 

Math 

Level 1 Sorting- model, practice use new materials (cubes, pattern tiles) for transference 
Select manipulatives that differ by only one attribute. For example – all the same size and shape, but two 
different colors. Or, all the same color, some large and some small. It’s important to select items that are 
different by only one attribute. Model how to separate the manipulatives into two sets. Say, “I’m putting all the 
red buttons in one pile and the blue buttons in another pile. I am sorting them.” Encourage your child to copy 
you. “Now you try. Put all your (red) ones together and all your (blue) ones together.” Give your child new 
manipulatives to try again. 
 
Level 2 Sorting- If your child was able to complete the first activity independently. Have him/her do this activity.  
Select manipulatives that are different in two attributes. For example, blue buttons and green buttons, some that 
are circles and some squares. Model sorting the objects and then model re-sorting them. Say something like, “I 
put all my blue buttons together and all my green buttons together. That’s one way to sort. Now I’m going to mix 
them up and try to think of another way to sort. I think I’ll put all round ones in one pile and all the square ones in 
another pile. I re-sorted them. Now, you try with your buttons.” Make sure that you have both green circles & 
squares and blue circles & squares. If only the green buttons are circles and all of the blue buttons are squares, 
then children cannot re-sort. 

Science and Social Studies 

Read: Doctor de Soto by William Steig https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DvhURD26eZo 
Discuss a time your child went to the dentist. What did the dentist/dental hygienist do during the appointment? 
Why is it important to visit the dentist? 

 

Wednesday 

Morning Meeting 

Gather & Greet:  Sing “Let’s Get Started” then choose The Good Morning Song by The Singing Walrus ,  Brand 
New Day   or “The Goldfish (Let’s Go Swimming)”   
Message Board: Write: Good morning! Who delivers                            ? 
   *Draw or use a picture for the word mail.  
 
 
Introduce the question mark (?). Explain that the sentence is an asking sentence called a question. We use a 
question mark when we are asking a question. Ask your child to answer the question in the message. (mail 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DvhURD26eZo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CuI_p7a9VGs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEkeQcHX1LU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEkeQcHX1LU
https://youtu.be/Cg-wnQKRHTs


carrier, postal worker, mailman, etc.) Say, “Yes, the mail carrier delivers mail. Today we are going to read a book 
about a boy mailing a letter to his friend.” 
Class Schedule: Have your child mark the schedule as you move through the daily activities 

Large Group Literacy 

Materials needed: envelope and name card.  
Place the name card in the envelope and cut open one side of the envelope so the name card can be easily pulled 
out. 

 
Give your child the envelope and have him/her pull the name from the envelope, saying the next letter before it 
is visible.  If your child does not know the letters in his/her name, allow child to call the letter name when the 
letter is exposed. 

Phonological Awareness 

Down By The Bay- Song and Lyrics  https://youtu.be/jAjhLexlrDc 
Sing the song without the music. Show 1 of the picture cards and have your child come up with another word 
that rhymes. (Have you ever seen a bear sitting in a chair?) 

Reading 

Read: A Letter to Amy by Jack Ezra Keats https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=otIK6nvGBZk 
Before reading: Discuss letters and mail. Has your child ever received mail? How did it make him/her feel?  If your 
child has never received a letter, ask, “Would you rather get a letter in the mail from a special friend, or talk to 
them on the phone?”  
Explain that the person who delivers the mail is called a “mail carrier.”  
Show the cover of the book, say, “This is Peter. He has a letter to send to his special friend, Amy. Look, there’s a 
storm (point to lightning) and it looks like the wind blew the letter out of his hand. I wonder why Peter wrote a 
letter to Amy. Let’s read and find out.” 
As you read the story, talk about the characters’ feelings throughout. 
After reading:  
▪ Show the star story icon and ask, “Who are the characters (stars) of the story?”  
▪ Show the world icon and ask, “Where in the world did the story take place (setting)?” This story takes place 

inside Peter’s house and outside. 
Discuss the story by asking questions such as: 
▪ Why do you think Peter wanted to send a special invitation to Amy? 
▪ Why did Peter have so much trouble mailing the letter?  

Specials 

Community Helper Hop by Kimbo Children's Music People in Our Neighborhood: https://youtu.be/YKZpQlq9aNQ 
Listen to song and perform the movements. 

Math 

Spill the Bears Game: Place a certain number of teddy bears (or any other item) in the plastic cup and put the lid 
on. Have child sit shake the cup and “spill” the bears out. Child count the bears each time they are spilled using 
their fingers to touch each one. 

Science and Social Studies 

Penny experiment: Materials needed: 5 pennies (at least 2 tarnished and some shiny), clear cups labeled Cup A 
(with soda) and Cup B (with ¼ vinegar or lemon juice and 1 tsp. salt), cotton swabs 
Display a set of five pennies. “How many pennies do you see?” Count the set. Hide two pennies and ask, “How 
many do you see now? How many am I hiding?” 
Discuss how the pennies (made from copper) are alike and different. Ask, “Which of these pennies do you think 
are old? How do you know? What does an old penny look like? What are the attributes of a new penny?” 
Instruct your child to place a tarnished penny inside each cup and observe which solution removes the tarnish 
from the copper more quickly and effectively. *Warn your child not to touch the solution and then his/her eyes. 
Ask, “How does the penny in this solution (cup A) look different from the one in the other solution (cup B)?” 

https://youtu.be/jAjhLexlrDc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=otIK6nvGBZk
https://youtu.be/YKZpQlq9aNQ


Allow your child to use cotton swabs to scrub the solution on their respective pennies. Encourage your child to 
describe and compare the results. 

 

Thursday 

Morning Meeting 

Gather & Greet:  Sing “Let’s Get Started” then choose The Good Morning Song by The Singing Walrus ,  Brand 
New Day   or “The Goldfish (Let’s Go Swimming)”   
Message Board: Today will we begin writing the sentence with the child. The message is: “Good morning! Who 
keeps us safe?” Tell your child you will say the message tapping your knees for each word. Count the words 
(taps). Have your child count the words (taps). Write the sentence one word at a time. Point to each word as you 
read it. Encourage your child to say the words with you. Read the message together again pointing to each word 
as you read it. Have your child tell you who keeps you safe. Invite your child to point to a letter in the message 
he/she recognizes. Ask your child to tell you the letter name. *If your child has trouble naming a letter. Say, “Can 
you point to an __?” (Choose a letter in your child’s name.) 
Class Schedule: Have your child mark the schedule as you move through the daily activities 

Large Group Literacy 

Review the KWL chart from Tuesday. Explain to your child that you will be adding to the chart as we continue 
learning about community helpers.  
Discuss the community helpers you have talked about this week and ask your child to share new things he/she 
learned. Add them to the L section of the chart. 

Phonological Awareness 

"I Say Cat, You Say Mat" Repeat the activity from Tuesday. 

Reading 

Books needed: A Letter to Amy and The Post Office Book: Mail and How it Moves by Gail Gibbons. This lesson will 
be shown on FCTV during the Pre-K time slot. 
Show the two books and state: When we read this book, A Letter to Amy, I had some questions. Remember, 
Peter wrote a special letter to his friend Amy? Look her on this page (page 16). Peter is finally putting his letter in 
the mailbox. We know Amy received the letter in time because she showed up for the party. But one question I 
had was: What exactly happened to this letter after Peter dropped it in the mailbox? How did it actually get to 
her house? Well, I found this informational book that gave me the information I wanted to know. This 
information book has true facts about mail. It is called The Post Office Book: Mail and How it Moves. Let’s read 
together and find out what exactly happens to letters after people put them in mailboxes. 
Say, “This information book did not have a table of contents. So, I had to browse (that means look through it) to 
see if it had the information I wanted to know about. This book has a lot of information about mail, but the facts 
that I wanted to read start on this page here (turn to pp. 8-9 – read pp. 8-9 and call attention to the people). Here 
are a variety of post office buildings. These show the outside of the building and this one shows the inside. But on 
this page (p. 9), we can see pictures of people just dropping mail in the mailbox. See, here is a boy dropping a 
letter in a mailbox just like the one Peter used. Let’s read more to find out what happens to the letter after it gets 
put in this mailbox. 
After reading page 10, call attention to letter carriers. “Notice how the mail carrier in this picture is collecting all 
the letters in this large bag. I’m thinking that Peter’s letter to Amy was put in a bag just like this. Let’s read and 
see where it goes next (read p. 11).  
After reading p. 11, say, “I’m thinking that the letter for Amy had to be sorted (divided into groups). I’m thinking 
that the letter for Amy was put in a group of local mail because Amy lives nearby and not far away (or out of 
town). Her letter would stay here at the local post office until the letter carrier picks it up and then delivers it to 
people who live nearby. 
Read pp. 26-27 and say, “So, the mail that stays at the local post office gets picked up by letter carriers. Then, 
they deliver it to the people it is addressed to – people who live in houses or apartment buildings and also people 
who work in offices. Then, people have to check their mailboxes to see if they have mail. I am thinking that since 
Amy lived in an apartment building (show p. 5 in A Letter to Amy), just like in this picture (top right p. on page 27 
in The Post Office Book), her letter from Peter was put in the mailbox in her apartment building. Her mother or 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CuI_p7a9VGs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEkeQcHX1LU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEkeQcHX1LU
https://youtu.be/Cg-wnQKRHTs


father probably checked their mailbox, found the letter, and gave it to Amy. Now I know how the letter got to 
Amy after Peter put it in the mailbox.” 
Say, “So, now that we read this informational book, tell me: How did the letter get to Amy after Peter put it in the 
mailbox that was near his house?” 

This activity was created by the Rollins Center for Language & Literacy at the Atlanta Speech School. 

Specials 

Show the photo. Ask child what they see, what is happening, 
and how the children in the photo feel. Point out the story 
elements. Say bold words when teaching the lesson.  
 
Here are Olivia and Tony. They are building tall towers with 
blocks. As they are building, they hear the teacher say, 
“Everyone, focus your attention. It’s almost group time-time to 
start cleaning up.” The teacher plays the special clean-up 
music. Olivia begins to sing a little song to herself: “Pick up the 

blocks and put’em in the box.  When that’s done, go to group time.” She and Tony put blocks into he box.  Tony 
can barely hear Olivia’s song. “What are you singing?”  asks Tony. Olivia sings her song for Tony. “Pick up the 
blocks and put’em in the box.  When that’s done, go to group time.’ It helps me remember what to do,” she says. 
Olivia sings her song until all the blocks are back in the box.  Tony helps her put the box of blocks on the shelf. 
Olivia begins, “When that’s done…” But Tony finished, “…go to group time.” And they do. 
 

1. What did Olivia do to stay focused? (She sang to herself. She kept singing about what she had to do.) 
2. Using self-talk helped Olivia focus attention on what she needed to do.  What were the two things she 

needed to do? (Put the blocks away and then go to group time.) 
 

Self-talk helps you to focus on what you need to do. 

Math 

Have your child get a collection of toys. Ask child to sort the toys. Ask him/her to tell you how they sorted. (size, 
color, shape, number of legs, hair color, etc.)  If child was able to sort independently, have them re-sort the same 
objects another way. If child needs help, model one way to sort the toys.  Have child practice the same sorting. 

Science and Social Studies 

Watch the video: I Want to be a Firefighter https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQqgIFvn7gU 
Talk about things firefighters do 
Have your child draw a picture of what he/she wants to be when he/she grows up. 
When your child is done drawing the picture, ask what job he/she chose and why. Write what is said on the back 
of the picture. 

 

Friday 

Morning Meeting 

Gather & Greet:  Sing “Let’s Get Started” then choose The Good Morning Song by The Singing Walrus ,  Brand 
New Day   or “The Goldfish (Let’s Go Swimming)”   
Message Board: Write: Good morning!  
For the next sentence, draw 5 lines on the paper (one for each word in the sentence). Say each word in the 
sentence (There are many neighborhood helpers.) as you point to each line. Count the lines and ask, “How many 
words are in our sentence?” 
Write the sentence one word at a time, pointing to the word and having the child say the word with you. Provide 
the letter cards for s and i. Have your child find these letters in the sentence, say the names of the letters, and 
circle the letters on the paper. Have your child name the community helpers we discussed this week.  
Class Schedule: Have your child mark the schedule as you move through the daily activities 

Large Group Literacy 

Today only: Complete the READING lesson first. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQqgIFvn7gU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CuI_p7a9VGs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEkeQcHX1LU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEkeQcHX1LU
https://youtu.be/Cg-wnQKRHTs


Have your child fold a piece of paper into 3 sections. Lael them: beginning, middle, end 
Review Officer Buckle and Gloria. Discuss what happened in the book. Have your child draw pictures to represent 
the beginning, middle, and end of the book. Have your child tell you what happened in each part and write what 
he/she says. 

Phonological Awareness 

Read Silly Sally By Audrey Woods https://youtu.be/I1Ia6wmmraI Tell your child to listen for the rhyming words 
and stand up when he/she hears words that rhyme. 

Reading 

Today only: Do this BEFORE Large Group Literacy. 
Read: Officer Buckle and Gloria https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u0zy8UDAmEQ 
Before reading:  

▪ Introduce the story by stating the title, then the author’s name. State that the author writes the story. 
▪ State the illustrator’s name and state that the illustrator draws the pictures. 
▪ Hold up the book and say, “This is the front of the book.” Turn it sideways and state, “This is the spine.” 

Turn the book to the back cover and state, “This is the back of the book.” Then ask, “Do we begin reading 
from the front or the back of the book?” 

▪ Say, “This book is about a police officer and his police dog. Point to the police officer and say, Gloria is the 
name of the dog. Look and listen carefully to see what Gloria does during the story. She is so funny!” 

During reading:  
▪ When you finish reading the first page, explain that a safety tip is like a rule to help keep you safe. 
▪ On page 2, point to the picture, the children were sleeping, playing, throwing paper airplanes. Ask your 

child why he/she thinks nobody listened? (He was boring. He wasn’t saying or doing anything the children 
liked.” 

After Reading, ask the following questions:  
▪ What happened when Officer Buckle brought Gloria to school? 
▪ What happened when Gloria went to the school without Officer Buckle? 
▪ What happened at the end of the story? 
▪ Officer Buckle and Gloria visited schools to teach safety tips. Why are safety tips important? What are 

some safety tips you practice at home? 

Specials 

Community Helpers Wreath: Materials - Paper Plate, Construction Paper, Scissors, 
Crayons, Glue 
Write “My Community” in the middle of the paper plate.  Have child decorate the 
plate. Trace child’s hand 5 times.  Have/help child cut out hands. Write a community 
helper on each hand.  Have child decorate with a symbol for each helper.  Have child 
glue hands on the plate. 
 

Math 

Read Ten Little Fish By Audrey Wood https://youtu.be/ptZfp436eZk 
Pause each page and have your child count the fish. After the story, have 10 or more items for your child to 
count. 

Science and Social Studies 

Display two of the community helper cards (police officer and firefighter) 
Instruct your child to listen carefully as you provide clues to describe the attributes of just one of the community 
helpers from the two photos. “This helper wears a hat. You call this person when you need help. You hear sirens 
when this person is responding to an emergency. This helper uses a ladder and a water hose.” 
Ask your child which of the four clues you provided helped him/her know for sure which of the two community 
helpers you were describing. “Which clues described attributes (characteristics) common to both the police 
officer and firefighter? Which clue provided an attribute that described how a firefighter is different from a police 
officer?” 

 

https://youtu.be/I1Ia6wmmraI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u0zy8UDAmEQ
https://youtu.be/ptZfp436eZk
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