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Fifth Grade 
September 7-11, 2020 

 

Student Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

School: ________________________________________________________Teacher: ___________________ 

Monday 
Labor Day - No School  

 

Tuesday 
English Language Arts: ELAGSE5RL2 and ELAGSE5W9 ELA Learning Packet – Week 4 
Reading: Read page 148 and complete page 149.  Read “The Adventures of Montgomery May” on page 150 and 
complete the numbered activities on page 151. The short response can be found on page 154.  
Writing: Read pages 90-93 and complete the numbered activities 1-6 and the Quick Write on page 93.  

Math: MGSENBT.5 Family Letter 

Students will review multiplication strategies by multiplying one-digit numbers. Strategies include: Area Model, 
Partial Products, and Expanded Form. Prerequisite pages 112-115  

Science: S5P3a and S5P3b  
Students will conduct an investigation to determine the distance and pull of a magnet. Students will use p. 136 
for this task. 

Art: VA5.CR.2b and VA5.RE.1c 
Complete the Art Activity. 

4, 2020 

Wednesday 
English Language Arts: ELAGSE5RL2 and ELAGSE5W9 
Reading: Read “Ellis Island” on page 152 and complete the numbered activities on pages 153 and 155. The short 
response can be found on page 155.  
Writing: Read page 94.  Complete Guided Practice and Independent Practice on page 95.  

Math: MGSENBT.5  
Students will review multiplication strategies by multiplying 2-digit numbers. Strategies include: Area Model, 
Partial Products, and Expanded Form. Prerequisite pages 116-121  

Social Studies: SS5H1c 
Students will learn that as the United States was rebuilding after the Civil War, much of Europe was following a 
policy of imperialism and was colonizing Africa and Asia. With this week’s lessons, students will learn 
how William McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt expanded the United States’ role in the world.  
Physical Education: PE5.1 

Student will be able to shoot a sockball into laundry basket, using the correct shooting form.  

 
 
 

https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%205%20ELA%20-%20Week%204%20.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/September%207-11/Grade%205%20Math%20-%20Family%20Letter.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/September%207-11/Grade%205%20Math%20-%20Tues_Wed.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/September%207-11/Grade%205%20Science%20-%20Tuesday%20Worksheet.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%205%20Art.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/September%207-11/Grade%205%20Math%20-%20Tues_Wed.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/September%207-11/Grade%205%20Social%20Studies%20-%20Wednesday.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/September%207-11/Grade%205%20PE%20-%20Wednesday.pdf
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Fifth Grade 
September 7-11, 2020 

 

 

Thursday 
English Language Arts: ELAGSE5RL2 and ELAGSE5W9 
Reading: Read “Sandstorm” on pages 156-158 and complete the numbered activities on page 159.  
Writing: Read the Research Path on pages 96-97.  Read “The Girl with The Rainbow Skin” on pages 100-
105. Read page 98 and complete the Guided Practice on page 99.  

Math: MGSENBT.5  
Students will practice 2 different strategies for multiplying 2-digit numbers: Area Model and Partial 
Products. Extra Practices Pages 39-42  

Science: S5P3a and S5P3b  
Students will communicate their findings from the investigation from the previous day and read to learn more 
about magnetic fields. Student will use p. 137 for the task and pp. 96-97 for reading. 

Music: ESGM5.PR.2 
Write rhythm patterns and perform. Recognize notes and rests.  Complete activity sheet.  

2020 

Friday 

English Language Arts: ELAGSE5RL2 and ELAGSE5W9 
Reading: Reread “Sandstorm” on pages 156-158 and complete the numbered activities on pages 160-161.  
Complete the Learning Target on page 161.  
Writing (Find Text Evidence): Reread your assignment on page 95.  Review the strategy on page 
98.  Reread “The Girl with The Rainbow Skin” on pages 100-105 using the mark-up strategy from page 98.  

Math: MGSENBT.5  
Students will practice 2 different strategies for multiplying 2-digit numbers: Area Model and Partial Products. 
Extra Practices Pages 43-44  

Social Studies: SS5H1c 
Students will learn that as the United States was rebuilding after the Civil War, much of Europe was following a 
policy of imperialism and was colonizing Africa and Asia. With this week’s lessons, students will learn how 
William McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt expanded the United States’ role in the world.  
Social Emotional Learning/Health: 
Enthusiasm is a good feeling that you get when you are excited about a goal and are motivated to work toward 
that goal. Complete the worksheet to learn more about the importance of enthusiasm.  

 

Fulton County Schools greatly appreciates the partnership with Curriculum Associates, LLC and the permission to provide 

Remote Learning Math lessons and ELA lessons in Grades 3-5.   

https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/September%207-11/Grade%205%20Math%20-%20Thurs_Fri.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/September%207-11/Grade%205%20Science%20-%20Thursday%20Worksheets.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/September%207-11/Grade%205%20Science%20-%20Thursday%20Reading.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/September%207-11/Grade%205%20Music.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/September%207-11/Grade%205%20Math%20-%20Thurs_Fri.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/September%207-11/Grade%205%20Social%20Studies%20-%20Friday.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/September%207-11/Grade%205%20Social%20Studies%20-%20Friday.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/September%207-11/SEL%20Week%204%20Worksheet.pdf


 Create a comfortable reading environment. 

 Establish a routine. Designate a specific time for 
your child to read for at least 15 minutes every day. 

Do you have a child who is having a hard time being 
engaged for 15 minutes of uninterrupted reading? If so, 
reduce the time. Start with 8 minutes (or less if 
necessary) and then after you see the child reading for 
the entire 8 minutes for a few days, then move it up to 
10 minutes. Continue adding time as your child builds 
his/her stamina. 

Grade 5 ELA Unit 1 Parent Overview 

Our reading and writing standards are organized into 6-week units.  Your child will engage in lessons for Unit 1 from August 17-

September 25.  Unit 1 will focus on reading literary standards and narrative writing. These standards will be addressed in multiple 

units throughout the year; therefore, mastery of the standards is not expected until the end of the year. 

Online Access to Books 

Fulton County Library Website 

 http://fulcolibrary.org/ 

Register for a library card online 

https://bit.ly/30xCLCT 

Fulton County Library Curbside Service 

https://bit.ly/3jumRBC 

Students should independently read a book of their choice for 

15 minutes a day in addition to the lessons in the learning 

packet. The book a student selects should be something the 

child can read on his/her own without much assistance. At the 

beginning of the year, we work on building students’ reading 

stamina. Stamina is a child’s ability to read for stretches of time 

without becoming distracted or distracting others.  

MackinVIA 
Students have access to a complete 
eResource management system 
providing eBooks, read-alongs, 
audiobooks, databases, and videos. 

Go www.fultonschools.org. Find Classlink. Your child’s username is their 
student ID and their password is their birthdate (MMDDYYYY). 
Click the e-library app folder. Click on MackinVIA.  

Reading Standards  Literary 

Your child will engage in lessons aligned to the following reading standards throughout the unit: 

• RL3:  Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in
the text (e.g., how characters interact).

• RL2:  Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama
respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.

• RL1:  Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffulcolibrary.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cweiserp%40fultonschools.org%7C0daaa2f17bc144068b1b08d82cc34a76%7C0cdcb19881694b70ba9fda7e3ba700c2%7C1%7C0%7C637308564562015499&sdata=WAFS3v6HMIPSsEyEzIhaYNKaQkpqNeanXAMzKfATsJA%3D&reserved=0
https://bit.ly/30xCLCT
https://bit.ly/3jumRBC


        

Q and A 

Writing Standards  Narrative 

Your child will engage in lessons aligned to the following writing and language standards throughout this unit: 

W3:  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear 
event sequences. 

a. Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.
b. Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the response

of characters to situations.
c. Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order.
d. Provide a sense of closure.

W9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research 
a. Apply grade 5 Reading Standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events

in a story or a drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., how characters interact]”).

                 NEW writing piece starting this week!
There is a very predictable pattern to the writing work 
students will engage in. Students will plan, draft, revise, 
edit, and publish one writing piece every 3 weeks.  

 Week 1 Students will plan. 

 Week 2 Students will draft and revise. 

 Week 3 Students will revise, edit, and publish. 

Q: I didn’t pick up a learning packet the first

week. Should I just start with the writing lessons 
for week 2? 

A: It will be hard to start with the plan for week

2 since it builds off the work that students did 

week 1. To allow for some families who may not 

have been able to pick up a learning packet one 

week, we have included all the lessons in each 

weekly learning packet. Do what you can in the 

week you missed so you can complete the work 

assigned for the current week. If you need further 

guidance, reach out to your child’s teacher. If you see a page number referenced that has a letter 

after the page number, it is an additional resource 

located at the back of the writing section in the 

learning packet. 



Learning Target

Introduction
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Read When you summarize a story or drama, you briefly retell its 
key details. Key details are those that are most important about the 
characters, the setting, the main problem, and the events. 

Read the story below. Identify the key details related to the 
characters, setting, main problem, and events.

Identifying and summarizing key details will help 
you develop a deeper understanding of any literary 
text you read.

Summarizing Literary Texts

 “Beloved daughter,” said the old man. “Do not do this.”
 The young woman shook her head. “You are too old to serve. My 
brother is but a child. I am the only one fit to fight.” And so she put on 
men’s clothing, left her village, and joined the army.
 At first the soldiers teased her. “The boy is so short! No hair on his 
face! No strength in those arms!” And all they said was true, but she was 
stubborn and cunning. Her will and her wits won their respect. Soon, the 
soldiers recognized her bravery and her brilliance in battle.
 For twelve years, she fought alongside the men. But then the war 
ended, and the soldiers brought her home. After greeting her family, she 
disappeared into their house. Shortly, a woman in a dress emerged.
 “Who are you?” asked the soldiers. “Where is our fighter?”
 “I am Hua Mulan,” she said, “and you are my brothers in arms.” 
 All was silent. Then one soldier smiled. Others joined him. And then 
the army let loose a cheer like none the village would ever hear again. 

The Legend of Hua Mulan

ELAGSE5RL2
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Theme: Going Places

Talk Share your summary organizer with a partner. 

• What did you write in the “Characters and Settings” box? How do 
you know those are key details?

• What details did you write in the “Events” and “Conclusion” boxes? 
Did you and your partner write the same ones? 

• How can the organizer help you write a summary of the story?

Think What have you learned so far about summarizing? Use the 
summary organizer below to record the key details that each box asks for.

Academic Talk  
Use this word and phrase to talk about the text.

• key detail • summarize

Characters and Settings

Events

Main Problem

Mulan is the only one in her 
family able to go to war, but girls 
cannot join the army. 

Conclusion

“The Legend of Hua Mulan”



Modeled and Guided Instruction

150 Lesson 9 Summarizing Literary Texts ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Genre: Adventure StoryRead

by Anna Blum

1  For ten years, Montgomery May traveled the world in a battered old ship. 
When he returned home, he told everyone about the adventures he’d had and 
the feats he had accomplished. 

2  One of his most renowned feats was a leap. “I leaped from the island of 
Rhodes to the mainland of Turkey, the great sea nipping at my ankles the 
whole way,” Montgomery boasted one day to a crowd in the town square. 
“Hundreds of people saw me do it. I leaped a greater distance than any man 
has ever leaped. Anyone who saw me would tell you so.”

3  Cecil Saunders, Montgomery’s old rival, smiled. “No need to wait for 
those people, Montgomery,” he said. “Pretend you are in Rhodes and show us 
how far you can jump.”

4  Montgomery paused for only a moment. “Gladly, Cecil. If it meets with 
your approval, I shall leap from Partridge Point”—and here he pointed to a 
rocky outcrop where his ship was anchored—“to Isla’s Island.”

5  Cecil peered at the black dot far out at sea. “Hmph. Not quite the distance 
from Rhodes to Turkey, but I suppose it will have to do.”

6  “Tomorrow morning at 7 a.m. sharp,” said Montgomery. “But such a leap 
requires considerable sustenance and ample rest beforehand.” He now raised 
his voice to the crowd. “Who among you will fuel me to my success?”

7  The townspeople cheered and crowded around him, each competing to 
feed and house such an honored guest for the night. After much 
effort, the wealthiest man in town persuaded Montgomery to come 
and sup and sleep at his home.

8  And that was how Montgomery May came to eat a rich meal 
and sleep in a vast featherbed before sneaking out to his boat 
at 6 a.m. and sailing into the sunrise—doubtless to have more 
adventures and accomplish more feats.

Close Reader Habits

When you reread the story, 
underline key details 
about the characters, 
setting, problem, events,  
and conclusion.

Montgomery May
The Adventures of 
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Explore
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What details should you include in a summary of this story?

Think

1  Complete the summary organizer with key details from the text. 

Talk 

2  Imagine you witnessed the events of this story and want to tell a friend 
what happened. What details would be most important for your friend 
to know? If necessary, add or delete details from your organizer.

Write 

3  Short Response Write a summary of the story. Use key details from 
the text in your summary. Use the space provided on page 154 to write 
your answer.

HINT After writing, 
imagine you’ve never 
read the story. Then 
read your summary. 
Does it give only the 
details needed to 
understand the story?

Characters and Settings

Events

Main Problem 

Conclusion

“The Adventures of Montgomery May”

When choosing 
details, ask: Does my 
reader really need this 
detail?



Guided Practice
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Genre: DramaRead

 1 Characters: Rosa Ferrari, 8 years 
old; Violetta ferrari, 12 years old; 
an Official; Papa 

 2 Setting: Ellis Island in New York 
Harbor, 1911.

 SCENE 1: The Great Hall. Rosa and 
Violetta are at the head of a long line of 
people waiting to see an official seated at 
a table.

 3 Official: [looks over the papers they 
are carrying] So, you are Rose and 
Violet Ferry, ages 8 and 12. Where is 
Mama Ferry?

 4 Rosa: No, sir, we are Rosa and Violetta Ferrari. The doctor took our mama to 
the hospital, but our papa is waiting for us.

 5 Official: [hands back their papers] All right, I will discharge you to your 
father. But remember, girls, you’re in America now. You must have American 
names, Rose and Violet. 

 6 Violetta: [angrily, under her breath] I don’t believe this, Rosa! We came for 
a new home in a new country, not new names!

 7 SCENE 2: Just outside the Great Hall. Rosa and Violetta are part of a large 
crowd of people looking for their loved ones. People are shouting, crying, 
hugging, and laughing.

 8 Violetta: [looking around] Do you think we will recognize Papa? He has 
been in America for three years.

 9 Rosa: We will look at the picture of him that Mama gave us. Then we’ll just 
look for the same man.

10 Papa: [runs to them] Rosa, Violetta, it is I, Papa! Where is 
Mama?

11 Violetta: Papa, you haven’t changed at all!
12 Rosa: Oh, Papa, they took Mama to the hospital.
13 Papa: Do not worry. We will come back every day until your 

mama is with us for good.

by Giovanni TesaniELLIS ISLAND

Close Reader Habits

Who are the main 
characters? What is the 
setting? Reread the drama. 
Circle any text that 
answers these questions.
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Think Use what you learned from reading the drama to respond to the 
following questions.

1  This question has two parts. Answer Part A. Then answer Part B.

Part A

Which pair of sentences provides the best summary of Scene 1? 

A Rosa is 8 years old and Violetta is 12 years old. The doctor took 
their mother to the hospital, and they are waiting to see an 
official on Ellis Island. 

B  The official questions Rosa and Violetta. Then he sends them to 
find their father.

C Rosa and Violetta have arrived on Ellis Island. An official 
questions them, gives them American names, and releases them. 

D The official takes Rosa and Violetta’s mother to the hospital. Then 
he gives them American names and takes them to find their father.

Part B

Which two sentences from the drama best support the answer to Part A?

A “Where is Mama Ferry?”

B “The doctor took our mama to the hospital, but our papa is 
waiting for us.”

C “No sir, we are Rosa and Violetta Ferrari.”

D “All right, I will discharge you to your father.”

E “You must have American names, Rose and Violet.”

F “I don’t believe this, Rosa!”

Talk

2  Summarize Scene 2. Use the summary organizer on page 155 to record 
the key details related to the problem, the events, and the conclusion of 
the scene.

Write 

3  Short Response Use the information from your summary organizer to 
summarize Scene 2. Use the space provided on page 155 to write your 
answer.

HINT After writing, 
read your summary. 
Do you need to add 
or cut details? 

Many dramas are split 
into scenes that occur 
in different settings. 
Dramas also have 
stage directions that 
tell readers what the 
characters do or feel.



Modeled and Guided Instruction

Check Your Writing

 Did you read the prompt carefully?

 Did you put the prompt in your own words?

 Did you use the best evidence from the text to support your ideas? 

 Are your ideas clearly organized? 

 Did you write in clear and complete sentences? 

 Did you check your spelling and punctuation?

Don’t forget to 
check your writing.

154 Lesson 9 Summarizing Literary Texts ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Write Use the space below to write your answer to the question on page 151.

3  Short Response Write a summary of the story. Use key details from  
the text in your summary.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HINT After writing, 
imagine you’ve never 
read the story. Then 
read your summary. 
Does it give only the 
details needed to 
understand the story?

Montgomery May
The Adventures of 



Guided Practice

Check Your Writing

 Did you read the prompt carefully?

 Did you put the prompt in your own words?

 Did you use the best evidence from the text to support your ideas? 

 Are your ideas clearly organized? 

 Did you write in clear and complete sentences? 

 Did you check your spelling and punctuation?

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted. 155Lesson 9 Summarizing Literary Texts

Characters and Settings

Events

Main Problem 

Conclusion

Scene 2 of Ellis Island

Write Use the space below to write your answer to the  
question on page 153.

3  Short Response Use the information from your summary  
organizer to summarize Scene 2.

 

 

 

 

 

HINT After writing, 
read your summary. 
Do you need to add 
or cut details? 

ELLIS ISLAND
2  Use the summary organizer below to organize your ideas. 



Independent Practice

Genre: Science FictionRead

1  The storm slammed into our two-passenger sand crawler, the howling 
wind buffeting us so viciously we nearly tipped over. I clutched my safety 
harness like a life raft and watched Bindor’s dad at the controls. Centini 
expressions are hard to read, and the enviro-suit didn’t help, but Mr. Dama 
looked calm.

2  How does he do that? I’d be scared to death. I AM scared to death, and I’m 
not even driving!

3  The trip from New Madrid Station to Centini City had turned into a 
nightmare. Sandstorms were common on Luyten Three, but satellite imagery 
hadn’t anticipated this one. Sand and rocks battered the vehicle as the wind 
roared in 100-mile-per-hour gusts. . . .

4  When Bindor’s dad offered to take me to Centini City for a visit, 
I jumped at the chance to visit my best friend. Odd, having an alien as a best 
friend, but when the human colonists and the Centini combined schools, 
Bindor and I hit it off from the start. It doesn’t matter that one of us always 
has to wear an enviro-suit. We just take turns. Oxygen is as deadly to Bindor 
as sulfur dioxide is to me.

5  The crawler rocked, its back tread losing traction, causing us to fishtail. 
We hadn’t had any reason to worry about the weather when we left, but we 
sure did now.

by Rhonda Roberts, Highlights

WORDS TO KNOW
As you read, look 
inside, around, and 
beyond these words 
to figure out what 
they mean.
• expressions
• anticipated
• assess

156 ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.Lesson 9 Summarizing Literary Texts
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 6  Mr. Dama said something I didn’t catch. Before I could ask him to 
repeat what he’d said, a tremendous gust flipped us over. We tumbled end 
over end for what seemed like forever.

 7  When we stopped, I was dangling upside down, held in midair by 
my safety harness. The air smelled like a locker room after a really tough 
game, and I felt as if I’d just ridden the new Black Hole ride at Cosmic 
Adventureland. I looked over at Mr. Dama. What I saw made my heart 
skip a beat. Mr. Dama’s safety harness had broken loose. He was crumpled 
in a corner of the cabin, motionless.

 8  “Mr. Dama!” Fumbling with the latch, I finally released my harness 
and sprawled onto the roof of the crawler, which was now our floor. “Mr. 
Dama!” I crawled toward him, then froze. I heard the sound that brought 
fear into the heart of every colonist—the whistle of atmosphere leaking 
from an enviro-suit.

 9  Mr. Dama had worn his suit so I wouldn’t have to. If he loses his suit 
atmosphere, he’ll die. If too much of the sulfur dioxide in his suit vents into 
the cabin, I’ll die.

10  I felt as if icy hands were choking me. What am I going to do? I can’t 
handle this! I took a ragged breath. What is it that Mrs. Nadale always 
says in Emergency Preparedness Class? I could barely remember my own 
name, let alone emergency procedures. 1. Stay calm. Too late for that! 
2. Assess the situation. OK. We’ve crashed, and my best friend’s dad is 
going to die if I don’t do something. 3. Take stock of your resources.

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted. Lesson 9 Summarizing Literary Texts



11  I searched the jumbled mess until I found my backpack, and I pulled out 
the emergency kit I take everywhere. I’ll never gripe about carrying it again, 
Mom, I promise.

12  4. Form a strategy and act on it.
13  It seemed to take forever to use materials from my kit to patch Mr.  

Dama’s suit. A search of the cabin yielded a spare bottle of Centini air, and  
I topped off his tank.

14  What a relief when Mr. Dama groaned and looked up at me!
15  “Everything is going to be OK, sir!” I tried to smile, but I was shaking all 

over. Fortunately, the radio was still working and I was able to get through  
to Centini City for help.

16  At the hospital, it was my turn to wear the enviro-suit. Bindor whacked 
me on the shoulder, nearly knocking me down. “You’re a hero, Jason!”

17  “Nah, your dad’s the hero, Bindor. You should’ve seen how calm he was, 
driving in that storm. He was great.” . . .

18  Mr. Dama set his hands on my shoulders. His eyes were serious. “Jason, 
you saved my life. What can I do to repay you?”

19  I grinned. “How about telling Mrs. Nadale I paid attention in Emergency 
Preparedness Class!”

Independent Practice

158 Lesson 9 Summarizing Literary Texts ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.
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Think Use what you learned from reading the science-fiction story to 
respond to the following questions. 

1  Which sentence best summarizes how Jason reacts after the crawler 
crashes? 

A He gives in to the urge to panic.

B He deals with the situation as best he can. 

C He imagines what it will be like to be a hero.

D He goes looking for his backpack.

2  Select the three sentences that should be included in a summary of 
paragraphs 1 through 9 of the story.

A Jason, a human, and Bindor, a Centini, are best friends despite 
being very different. 

B Jason is on a trip to visit his best friend when fierce winds blow 
his craft around.

C Imagery from the weather satellites did not predict the 
sandstorm on Luyten Three. 

D Jason hangs on to his safety harness, and Mr. Dama works the 
sand crawler’s controls.

E Jason is scared of how powerful the sandstorm is, but Mr. Dama, 
the driver, seems calm.

F Mr. Dama says something, but Jason doesn’t hear it.

G After a gust flips the crawler over, Jason hears a leak from 
Mr. Dama’s suit and realizes they could die. 

3  Which of these best explains why Jason’s emergency kit is a key detail?

A It contains a bottle of Centini air.

B Jason complains about carrying it.

C It gives Jason a place to store items.

D Jason uses it to save Mr. Dama’s life.
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4  This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then answer Part B. 

Part A

Read this sentence from paragraph 8.

I heard the sound that brought fear into the heart of every colonist—
the whistle of atmosphere leaking from an enviro-suit.

What does the word atmosphere mean as it is used in the sentence?

A gas 

B  water 

C sound

D  protection

Part B

Which detail from the story provides the best clue for the meaning of 
the word atmosphere?

A “The storm slammed into our two-passenger sand crawler, the 
howling wind buffeting us so viciously we nearly tipped over.”

B “Sand and rocks battered the vehicle as the wind roared in 
100-mile-per-hour gusts. . . .”

C “I searched the jumbled mess until I found my backpack, and I 
pulled out the emergency kit I take everywhere.”

D “A search of the cabin yielded a spare bottle of Centini air, and I 
topped off his tank.”

5  Which statement best summarizes the main idea of the text?

A New experiences sometimes bring danger.

B It is important to take care of the people you care for.

C People from very different backgrounds can be friends.

D In an emergency, stay calm and think before taking action.
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 Learning Target
In this lesson, you identified key details in literary texts to 
summarize those texts. Explain how summarizing literary texts 
can help you better understand them.

Write 

6  Short Response Summarize what happens after Jason realizes that 
Mr. Dama’s enviro-suit is leaking. Use key details from the text in your 
summary.
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W.5.9: Draw evidence from literary . . . texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research.

W.5.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and convey ideas and  
information clearly.Writing to Analyze  

Literature: Essay

Sharing Ideas About Literature
Ella has just read an amazing short story called “Life Is But a Dream.” In the story, 
the main character, Luka, finds herself caught between two different worlds: one 
a beautiful and happy place called Hope City, and the other a dark and sinister 
land. Luka can’t be certain which world is real, and which is just a dream. 

Fascinated by the story, Ella can’t wait to chat about it with her friend Maya.  
Ella and Maya enjoy reading the same stories, and Ella always loves to hear 
Maya’s point of view. Some of their chat is shown below. 

As the girls discuss different parts of the story, they are analyzing it. Thinking 
carefully about the details in the story helps them understand it better. 

Lesson 4

Oh my gosh, I loved it! I couldn’t put it down! I think I know 
which one is the real world, but what do you think?

I think Hope City is real because that’s where Luka’s best 
friend is. The theme of friendship shows up a lot in the book. 

Hope City is too good to be true. It has to be a dream. But the 
dark world is too terrible to be true—I think! I can’t decide.

Maybe, but I’m not so sure. In the dark world, Luka has to face 
challenges and learn to be a hero. In Hope City, everything is 
too easy. That’s not how things are in real life. 

Ella
online
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Steps for Writing

On the following pages, you’ll learn the steps for writing your own  
literary analysis essay.

Step 1 Study a Mentor Text

Step 2 Unpack Your Assignment

Step 3 Find Text Evidence

Step 4 Organize Your Evidence

Step 5 Draft Your Essay

Step 6 Revise: First Read 

Step 7 Revise: Second Read

Step 8 Edit for Conventions

What Is Literary Analysis? 
In a literary analysis, a writer examines and expresses his or her point of view 
about an element of a literary text, such as character, plot, setting, or theme. 
A literary analysis is based on the writer’s interpretation, or understanding, 
of the text.

KEY FEATURES  Literary Analysis Essay

• an introduction that names the literary text and prepares readers  
to examine a particular aspect of the text

• clearly stated ideas presented in a logical order and supported by  
direct quotations and examples from the text

• linking words, phrases, and clauses that connect one idea to the next

• a conclusion that sums up the writer’s analysis and offers a thoughtful  
idea about the text



FOCUS Read as a Writer
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Lesson 4 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay

Before you write your essay, you’ll study a model. First, read to understand what it’s 
about. Then reread to understand how it was written.

As you reread the Mentor Text, do the numbered activities. They’ll help you 
understand the key features of a literary analysis essay.

The Wolf’s Side of the Story
by Philip Yee

1  Have you ever noticed that a story can change depending on who’s 
telling it? In The True Story of the Three Little Pigs!, author John Scieszka 
presents the famous children’s story as told by the Big Bad Wolf. The 
wolf ’s version of the story shows just how big a difference a narrator’s 
point of view can make.

2  The original story of “The Three Little Pigs” is told by a narrator who 
describes the wolf as a “big, bad” animal. The pigs, on the other hand, are 
portrayed as innocent victims of a wolf who wants to blow their houses 
down and eat them for lunch. But in The True Story of the Three Little 
Pigs!, it’s the wolf ’s turn to tell the story, and he clearly states his point of 
view. For instance, right at the beginning, he says, “I don’t know how this 
whole Big Bad Wolf thing got started, but it’s all wrong.” This sentence 
sets up the rest of the story, in which we see all of the events from the 
wolf ’s point of view.

3  The wolf sees himself as kind and good, and behaving the way a wolf 
should behave. He also shares information only he would have, and that 
readers didn’t get in the original story. For example, when we first meet 
him, the wolf is making a birthday cake for his “dear old granny.” This 
detail makes the wolf seem thoughtful and caring—not big or bad at all!

1  Introduction How does the 
question in paragraph 1 help the 
writer introduce the topic of his essay?

 

 

 

2  Evidence In paragraph 2, the 
writer provides a quotation from  
the story that clearly shows the  
wolf’s point of view. Underline  
this quotation.

3  Linking Words, Phrases & Clauses 
In paragraph 3, what phrase does the 
writer use to connect an idea with 
evidence from the text? Draw a box 
around the phrase. 

MENTOR TEXT: Essay

Step 1 Study a Mentor Text
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4  The wolf ’s point of view also changes the story when he describes his 
three encounters with the pigs. According to the wolf, he just had a bad 
cold that day. When he came to the house made of straw to borrow sugar 
for granny’s cake, he sneezed so hard that he blew the house down by 
accident. “That’s when my nose started to itch,” he says. “I felt a sneeze 
coming on. Well I huffed. And I snuffed. And I sneezed a great sneeze. 
And you know what? The whole darn straw house fell down.”

5  The wolf has the same explanation for what happened when he visited 
the house made of sticks. He describes the events of this encounter as an 
accident, which again shows that he didn’t mean to hurt anybody. He 
probably would have said the same thing about the third house, but it was 
too strong to be taken down by a sneeze. The wolf explains that he only 
tried to break down the door because the pig inside had made a rude 
comment about his granny. “Now I’m usually a calm fellow,” the wolf 
says. “But when somebody talks about my granny like that, I go a little 
crazy.” From the wolf ’s point of view, he had every right to try to break 
down the door.

6  In his version of events, the wolf presents himself as completely 
innocent. He never changes his belief that the original story is “all wrong” 
and that his reputation is unfairly earned. For example, he explains the 
fact that he ate the first two pigs by saying, “Hey, it’s not my fault that 
wolves eat cute little animals like bunnies and sheep and pigs. That’s just 
the way we are.” This shows that the wolf doesn’t believe it was wrong to 
eat the first two pigs. He was just doing what wolves do.

7  The True Story of the Three Little Pigs! shows that a narrator’s point of 
view can greatly affect the way events and descriptions of other characters 
are presented. It’s hard not to like the wolf in this story when he tells it 
himself, but all you have to do is read the original to get a very different 
picture of what happened. This is an important reminder that there are 
two sides to every story.

4  Evidence In paragraph 4, what 
type of evidence does the writer use to 
support his idea that the wolf’s point 
of view changes the original story? 

 

  

 

 

5  Analysis In paragraphs 5 and 6, 
draw a box around each phrase  
the writer uses to signal that he is 
explaining his thinking about these 
parts of the story.

6  Conclusion The writer sums up 
his analysis in the conclusion. Draw a 
dashed line beneath the sentence 
where he does this. 

Quick Write Think of another 
familiar children’s story with a villain. 
Retell it from the villain’s point of view.
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In the book The True Story of the Three Little Pigs!, the 
narrator is the wolf who eats two of the three little 
pigs. As the story begins, the wolf states that he 
doesn’t deserve his reputation as the “Big Bad Wolf.” 
Write an essay in which you examine how this point 
of view influences the way the wolf describes the 
events in the story.

In your essay:

• Explain why the narrator believes he doesn’t 
deserve his reputation as the Big Bad Wolf.

• Tell how the narrator’s point of view influences 
the way he describes his three encounters with 
the pigs.

• Explain whether the narrator’s point of view 
changes by the end of the story, and if so, how.

Before you begin writing your essay, read your assignment closely. Look for 
information that will help you plan your writing.

• Figure out the specific parts of the task, or assignment. What are you being 
asked to do? What information will you need to include in your writing?

• Identify your purpose for writing. What do you want your audience to know or 
understand after reading?

• In most literary analysis assignments, your audience is not stated. For these 
types of assignments, assume that your audience is your teacher and classmates.

Modeled Instruction 

Philip Yee, who wrote “The Wolf’s Side of the Story” on pages 92–93, was given the 
assignment below. He read it carefully and marked up some important details.

Read Philip’s assignment. Then read the points in his Think Aloud, which 
tell how he identified his task, purpose, and audience.

Think Aloud 
 Audience My assignment doesn’t name my audience. 

However, I’m writing this for a class in school, so I know that 
my audience is my teacher and my classmates. They are 
familiar with my topic.

 Purpose This sentence tells me I’ll be examining the wolf’s 
point of view. My purpose is to clearly explain to my audience 
how the wolf’s point of view influences the way the events in 
the story are described. 

 Task My task is to write an essay. The three bullet points 
tell me the three ideas I need to cover in my essay. I think I 
will organize these ideas in the same order that they’re listed 
here. I also notice the directions explain why, tell how, and 
explain whether. These words signal that I need to give details 
from the story to support each idea and then tell why I think 
each detail supports the idea. 

PHILIP’S Assignment

Lesson 4 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay
W.5.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development and organization are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.

Step 2 Unpack Your Assignment



Hi, I’m Sweet T, and 
I’m also going to be doing 

this assignment.
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Your Assignment

Lesson 4 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay

Your Assignment

1  Purpose Draw a dashed line beneath the details that tell what you will examine 
in your writing. Then describe in your own words your purpose for writing. 

 

 

2  Task Circle the type of writing you will do. Then underline the three ideas you 
need to cover in your writing.

3  Task The third bulleted item contains two steps. Describe both steps below.

 

 

 

Independent Practice

Quick Write The Teleote believes she is “advanced,” or better than humans. How 
would you and your classmates react to her attitude? Why?

HINT What will your topic be? 

HINT Each bulleted item begins 
with a verb. What information follows 
each verb? 

HINT The words whether and if 
give a clue that two options are 
possible for this part of the task.

Guided Practice

Now it’s your turn to write a literary analysis essay. Read Your Assignment 
carefully. Then complete the activities, using the Hints for help.

In the story “The Girl with the Rainbow Skin,” the narrator is a Teleote, a type of 
advanced human. As the story begins, she believes herself to be better than 
normal humans. Read the story, and write an essay examining how the narrator’s 
point of view influences the way she reacts to the humans she meets.

In your essay:

• Explain how the Teleote views herself.

• Tell how the Teleote’s point of view influences the way she describes her 
three encounters with humans.

• Explain whether the Teleote’s point of view changes by the end of the story 
and, if so, how.

Turn and Talk 
Compare your assignment to Philip’s 
assignment. Will the structure of your 
essay be similar to Philip’s essay? 
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Lesson 4  Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay

The Research PathThe Research PathThe Research Path
Writing from SourcesWriting from Sources

Source

Join me on the 
path to gather evidence 

from a source!

Your Source

Return to pages 100–105
Use your mark-up  
strategy to identify  
important details  
in the source. 

REREAD

Reread as a 
Writer

 

 

READ Your Source
Go to pages 100–105

• The Girl with the Rainbow Skin 

Find out what this source is about.

Read as a 
Reader
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Text Evidence
REVIEW Your Assignment  

Return to page 95
Reread your task to  
identify the types  
of details you will  
need to include in  
your essay.

Begin Writing! 
Go to pages 110–111

FIND Text Evidence
Go to pages 98–99
Learn how to mark  
important details  
so you can find  
them quickly later on.

Your Assignment

 

 

THINK It Through  

Go to pages 106–107
Complete the activities  
to help you connect  
the details in the source  
to your assignment.

ORGANIZE Your Evidence
Go to pages 108–109
Use a chart to  
group your ideas,  
quotations, and  
analysis so that  
you’re ready to write.

Think It Through

 

 

Need More 
Information?
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From “The Girl with the Rainbow Skin” page 101

Before I can tell him my name, the girl moves 
closer and sees the glowing colors on my face 
and arms.

“What are you?” she asks in a harsh whisper. 
“Look at her, Keahi. There’s something wrong 
with her.” 

How dare an Organic say that about me? She is 
the one with the dry, dull skin that does nothing but 
cover her body like an envelope. Suddenly, I feel an 
emotion I have never experienced before, one that 
makes me hot and tense inside.

You’ve unpacked your assignment, and you know that your essay will focus on the 
Teleote’s point of view throughout the story. Now you will reread the story closely 
and mark the evidence you will use to develop the following ideas in your essay: 

• How does the Teleote view herself? Mark these details with an S, for self.

• How does the Teleote’s point of view influence the way she describes her three 
encounters with humans? Mark details for Encounter 1 with E-1, details for 
Encounter 2 with E-2, and details for Encounter 3 with E-3.

• Does the Teleote’s point of view change by the end of the story? Mark any details 
showing a change with a C, for change. 

Modeled Instruction

To gather evidence for his essay, Sweet T underlined details and marked up the text 
as he read “The Girl with the Rainbow Skin.” 

Read the text and Sweet T’s Think Aloud to learn more about the reading  
and mark-up strategies he used.

Think Aloud 
 This is part of the first encounter that the Teleote has with 

the humans. I’ll mark the section with E-1 so I can keep track 
of everything that happens during this encounter, paying 
close attention to how the Teleote describes the events. 

 This is interesting. When the human girl says that something 
is wrong with the Teleote, the Teleote thinks, “How dare an 
Organic say that about me?” She then criticizes the human’s 
“dry, dull skin.” The Teleote is shocked that a human would dare 
to insult her, and in turn she insults the human. This detail is 
evidence that the Teleote views herself as better than humans. 
I’ll underline these sentences and mark them with an S.

Lesson 4 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay

Step 3 Find Text Evidence

E-1

W.5.8: . . . gather relevant information from  
print . . . sources. . . . 

S
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Guided Practice

Read the following excerpt from “The Girl with the Rainbow Skin.” Then complete 
the activities, using the Hints for help.

From “The Girl with the Rainbow Skin” page 103

My first encounter with Organics hasn’t gone very well, yet I can’t stop 
thinking about them. Sometimes I touch the mucus on my skin and 
remember how the girl called it slime. We Teleotes think of ourselves as the 
most perfect humans ever created, designed to adapt to any condition on 
Earth. But it seems Organics think of us differently—as freaks, as the girl 
called Rachel said.

Yet the boy did not seem to find me repulsive, and I find myself wanting 
to talk to him again, to see what more I can learn about Organics. One night I 
leave the compound and track him to the place where he lives, following the 
electrical signals he gives off.

1  The first sentence contains the words first encounter. Should this sentence be 

marked with an E-1? Explain your answer. 

 

 

2  Which idea does the underlined sentence support? Use the markup instructions 
on page 98 to mark the sentence. Explain your answer. 

 

 

3  Underline a detail that shows the Teleote’s point of view changing. Mark the 
detail, and explain your answer. 

 

 

HINT Does the first sentence give 
details of an interaction between the 
Teleote and the humans? 

HINT Here, the Teleote refers to 
herself as a member of a group.

Lesson 4 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay

HINT At first, the Teleote feels 
angry toward the humans. 

Turn and Talk 
Discuss how this system of marking the 
text will prepare you to write your essay. 
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Source: Story from Science Fiction Collection Lesson 4

1  My skin shines as I step into the Hawaiian sunlight. Blue, green, and pink 
shimmer under the layer of shiny mucus that covers every inch of my bare arms 
and legs. I look like I am painted with liquid pearls, like an enchanted creature 
from a fairy tale. My people, the Teleotes, are taught to be modest, but I must be 
honest: my skin is pretty amazing.

  And it performs beautifully, too, just as it has been made to do. I dive into the 
warm depths of the Pacific and swim happily beneath the waves for hours, never 
coming up for air. I don’t need gill slits in my neck to breathe. My body can get 
oxygen from the water and absorb it directly through my skin into my bloodstream.
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  As I glide through the water, I sense something in the distance. There’s a 
vibration about a mile away, and electricity as well. The electricity prickles 
behind my nose, and I turn and start swimming toward it. 

  A great dark shadow appears out of the sea and glides along beside me: a 
shark. I am not afraid—why would I be? I have shark as well as human genes. 
This shark and I, we are like cousins, swimming side by side, and I know it 
will not harm me. 

5  Soon I notice two boards floating on the surface above me, and I poke my 
head above water, my lungs taking over from my skin so that I can continue 
to breathe. 

  That’s when I discover something I have never seen before, except on a 
computer screen: two Organic children, a girl and a boy, about the same size 
as I am. Before I can greet them, one of them starts screaming. 

  “Shark! Hurry, get back to shore!” the girl shrieks, her voice shrill with fear. 

  The girl starts turning her board toward the black sand of the beach, 
keeping one eye on the shark all the while.

  “Grab onto my board!” the boy shouts back at me. “There’s a shark behind 
you!”

10  “I know,” I say calmly, and I nod at the shark, which turns and swims away.

  The girl stops paddling and asks, in a low voice, “How did you do that?” 

  “And where did you come from?” the boy asks. “One minute Rachel and  
I are alone on our surfboards, and the next minute you pop out of nowhere.”

  “I was just swimming,” I answer.

  He paddles closer and holds out a hand. “I’m Keahi. Who are you?”

15  Before I can tell him my name, the girl moves closer and sees the glowing 
colors on my face and arms.

  “What are you?” she asks in a harsh whisper. “Look at her, Keahi. There’s 
something wrong with her.” 

  How dare an Organic say that about me? She is the one with the dry, dull 
skin that does nothing but cover her body like an envelope. Suddenly, I feel 
an emotion I have never experienced before, one that makes me hot and  
tense inside. 
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Source continued Lesson 4

  The boy stares at my damp, glistening skin for several seconds before 
asking, “Is that mucus?” 

  “Ewww, she’s covered with slime!” the girl cries. 

20  “Be quiet, Rachel,” the boy says, then looks at me and adds, “You’re a 
Teleote, aren’t you? Your skin—the scientists made it like that, right?”

  “You mean she’s a Synthetic?” the girl says.

  “That word is rude,” the boy snaps. “The correct term is Teleote.”

  I think to myself, The boy is smarter than I would have expected, even with 
his limited brain.

  “Yes, I am a Teleote,” I say. “The name comes from the Greek word for 
perfect.”

25  “And you probably think that people who weren’t cooked up in a lab are 
imperfect,” the girl says. “Well, I think you’re a freak. Let’s get out of here, 
Keahi.”

  The two of them paddle off, but Keahi looks over his shoulder at me as 
they move toward the shore. 
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  My first encounter with Organics hasn’t gone very well, yet I can’t stop 
thinking about them. Sometimes I touch the mucus on my skin and remember 
how the girl called it slime. We Teleotes think of ourselves as the most perfect 
humans ever created, designed to adapt to any condition on Earth. But it seems 
Organics think of us differently—as freaks, as the girl called Rachel said.

  Yet the boy did not seem to find me repulsive, and I find myself wanting to 
talk to him again, to see what more I can learn about Organics. One night I 
leave the compound and track him to the place where he lives, following the 
electrical signals he gives off.

  His house and yard are filled with too much noise, too much light, and far too 
many people. Some are eating, and some are thrashing their bodies very fast 
while loud sounds play, which makes me wonder if they’re having seizures.

30  I am about to leave when Keahi spots me and calls, “How’d you know where 
I live?” 

  “I figured it out,” I say. “Teleotes have nine senses, not just five, so we can 
gather information easily. Besides, you are making so much noise that even an 
Organic could find you. Is this what you call a ‘riot’?”

  Keahi laughs and says, “This is what we call a party!” 

  “What is it for?” I can’t figure out why anyone would want a horde of people 
eating all their food, messing up their home, and making so much noise that  
it’s impossible to think.

  “It’s for fun!” he says. 

35  “Fun is something one enjoys doing, right? I can understand that idea,” I say. 
“I have fun swimming in the ocean, but—this party—I don’t think it looks like 
fun.”

  “You don’t like dancing and talking and eating delicious food?” Keahi asks.  
“I won’t ask my parents to invite you to our next party, then!” Now Keahi looks 
embarrassed and says, “I guess since you weren’t born like we were, you don’t 
know about parents.” 

  “I don’t have two adult people who are responsible for raising me, if that’s 
what you mean,” I say. “I live in a scientific compound with the Elders. They’re 
much older than I am, but they aren’t my parents.”

  “So these Elders—do they watch over you?” Keahi asks. 
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  “Why would I need anyone to do that?” I reply. “A Teleote’s brain is fully 
formed from the day we first become aware. No matter how new we are, we 
already possess all the knowledge we need to make wise decisions.”

40  An adult female voice calls out Keahi’s name. He says, “I’m sorry, but I 
have to go. I do have parents, and they don’t think I’m wise enough to make 
my own decisions, so they’re going to tell me I’m up past my bedtime. I hope 
I’ll see you again—maybe surfing sometime.”

  I do not answer. I am starting to believe that Teleotes and Organics 
shouldn’t mix. We’re just too different.

  After that, I leave the compound each day and dive in the ocean, 
swimming in the waters near the black sand beach, where I first saw the 
Organics. Sometimes I see Keahi and Rachel there, but I stay underwater  
and don’t approach them. 

Source continued Lesson 4
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  One day I swim past a coral reef into the open ocean. Even that far from 
shore, I suddenly sense a strong vibration, as if something is churning the 
water, and then an electric buzz starts behind my nose. And I sense 
something more alarming: blood in the water, the blood of an Organic. 

  I swim toward the black sand beach, moving as fast as my powerful 
muscles will allow. Not far from shore, I pass a shark and gesture angrily at it. 
It swims quickly out to sea. 

45  Then I spot them: Rachel is clinging to her board, one arm bleeding, and 
Keahi floats beside her, panic on his face.

  Organics are so easily hurt, and so hard to fix. But I know how to help this 
one.

  I wipe some mucus off my skin and gently rub it into the ragged shark bite. 
This slime, as Rachel once called it, is filled with healing substances, and 
within moments, the bleeding stops and the wound begins to close. 

  “You’ll be fine now,” I say quietly.

  “Thank you,” Rachel says, holding out her hand to me. 

50  I grasp it and smile, and then I start to swim away. 

  “Wait!” Keahi calls. “I’ve been out here looking for you every day. I thought 
maybe we could surf together, but now—I think we’ll stay out of the water for 
a little while.”

  “I understand,” I say, “But I’ll keep an eye on the sharks for you and make 
sure they don’t cause you any more trouble.”

  Keahi says, “Hey—any chance you’d like to give parties another chance? 
Our neighbors are having one tonight. Rachel and I are both invited, and 
they said we could bring a friend.”

  I think for a moment: the loud sounds, the bright lights, the people moving 
so fast. . . . 

55  But my new friends will be there. 

  I say, “Yes, that sounds like fun.”



Think It Through
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W.5.9a: Apply grade 5 Reading standards 
to literature.

Use details from “The Girl with the Rainbow Skin” to complete the following 
activities. Your answers will help you write your essay.

1  Explain how the Teleote views herself and others like her. Support your answer 
with at least two details from the story. 

 

 

 

 

2  How does the Teleote’s point of view influence the way she describes her encounters 
with the Organics, or humans? Complete the chart below.

Narrator’s Description What makes the description unusual?

“I know,” I say calmly, and I nod 
at the shark, which turns and 
swims away.

 

 

 

His house and yard are filled 
with too much noise, too much 
light, and far too many people. 
Some are eating, and some are 
thrashing their bodies very fast 
while loud sounds play, which 
makes me wonder if they’re 
having seizures.

 

 

 

 

Organics are so easily hurt, 
and so hard to fix. But I know 
how to help this one. I wipe 
some mucus off my skin and 
gently rub it into the ragged 
shark bite.

 

 

 

 

HINT Look for details in the 
story you marked with an S.

HINT Compare the way you as a 
human would describe the event 
with the narrator’s description.
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3  What does the Teleote think about humans the first two times she meets them? 
Provide two quotations, along with analysis that explains what each quotation 
shows about her point of view.

 Quotation (1st encounter):  

 

 Analysis:  

 

 

 Quotation (2nd encounter):  

 

 Analysis:  

 

 

4  How does the Teleote feel about the humans at the end of the story? Provide a 
quotation to support your answer. 

 

 

 

 

HINT Look at the details you 
marked as E-1 and E-2.

HINT Look for details you 
marked with both E-3 and C.
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Now it’s time to organize your evidence so you’re ready to write. Remember that you 
used a different code to mark evidence for each idea you will develop in your essay. As 
a result, you should organize each set of evidence according to the idea it supports. 

In a literary analysis essay, you must support your ideas with quotations and analysis 
that makes your thinking clear and convincing. By grouping quotations and analysis 
together in a chart, along with the idea they support, you gather the necessary 
information for each paragraph you will write in your essay.

Modeled Instruction

To organize his notes about the Teleote’s three encounters with the humans,  
Sweet T created the chart below. 

Notice the organization of Sweet T’s chart. Then read the passage and  
add the missing analysis to the chart.

Step 4 Organize Your Evidence

Lesson 4 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay

From “The Girl with the Rainbow Skin” page 101

Before I can tell him my name, the girl moves 
closer and sees the glowing colors on my face 
and arms.

“What are you?” she asks in a harsh whisper. 
“Look at her, Keahi. There’s something wrong 
with her.” 

How dare an Organic say that about me?  
She is the one with the dry, dull skin that does 
nothing but cover her body like an envelope. 
Suddenly, I feel an emotion I have never 
experienced before, one that makes me hot and 
tense inside.

Sweet T’s Chart

Encounter 1: Meeting in the Ocean

Quotation Analysis of Quotation

“How dare an Organic say 
that about me? She is the 
one with the dry, dull skin 
that does nothing but cover 
her body like an envelope.”

The Teleote feels defensive. 
She insults the human’s skin. 
This shows that she thinks 
her skin is better than the 
human’s. 

“I feel an emotion I have 
never experienced before, 
one that makes me hot and 
tense inside.” 

 

 

 

 

 

W.5.5: With guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning . . .

W.5.8: . . . summarize or paraphrase information in 
notes. . . . 

FOCUS Plan Your Essay

E-1

S
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Guided Practice

Read the following excerpt from “The Girl with the Rainbow Skin,” and continue 
helping Sweet T fill in his chart by completing the activities. Use the Hints for help.

From “The Girl with the Rainbow Skin” page 103

. . . “Besides, you are making so much noise 
that even an Organic could find you. Is this what 
you call a ‘riot’?”

Keahi laughs and says, “This is what we call 
a party!” 

“What is it for?” I can’t figure out why 
anyone would want a horde of people eating all 
their food, messing up their home, and making 
so much noise that it’s impossible to think.

“It’s for fun!” he says. 

“Fun is something one enjoys doing, right?  
I can understand that idea,” I say. “I have fun 
swimming in the ocean, but—this party—I don’t 
think it looks like fun.”

Sweet T’s Chart

Encounter 2: The Party

Quotation Analysis of Quotation

“Is this what you call a ‘riot’?”
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Teleote thinks she does 
not have much in common 
with the humans. She does 
not consider what they do for 
enjoyment to be fun. 

E-2

1  Read the quotation in Sweet T’s chart. How does this quotation support the idea 
that the Teleote’s point of view influences the way she describes this encounter 
with the humans? Write your answer beside the quotation in the Analysis of 
Quotation section of the chart.

2  Read the analysis in Sweet T’s chart. Then read the excerpt to identify which 
quotation the analysis explains. Write the quotation in the chart beside the analysis.

Independent Practice

Write Time In your own chart, record the evidence you marked in the story. 
Organize the evidence according to the idea it supports.

HINT A riot is a noisy, violent 
public disorder. Why does the  
Teleote use this word? 

HINT A quotation can be words 
with or without quotation marks. 

Turn and Talk 
Discuss which quotations from the 
Teleote’s third encounter with the 
humans you might use in your essay. 
Share your analysis for each quotation.



©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.110 Lesson 4 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay

Review the main parts of a literary analysis essay. Then refer back to this 
information as you write your draft to be sure you include each part.

W.5.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine 
a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

W.5.2a: Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general 
observation and focus, and group related information 
logically. . . .Step 5 Draft Your Essay

Lesson 4 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay

FOCUS Write an Introduction

Parts of a Literary Analysis Essay

INTRODUCTION

Tells the topic  
of your essay

Your introduction must prepare your readers for the focus of 
your essay. It should include: 

• A clever hook, such as a question or observation, to 
grab the readers’ attention.

• The background information needed to understand 
the topic of the essay, including the author, title, and a 
brief description of the story. 

• The topic of your analysis. For example, you might be 
analyzing point of view, setting, or a particular character.

BODY

Develops your  
ideas with  

text evidence

Your body paragraphs should be presented in a logical order. 
Each paragraph should develop one idea, and should include:

• A detailed description of a scene or event, including 
direct quotations.

• Insightful analysis of the evidence that explains how it 
supports the idea.

• Linking words, phrases, and clauses that connect 
your ideas and make them easier to follow.

CONCLUSION

Sums up  
your analysis

Your conclusion should leave your readers with a strong 
understanding of your topic. It should include:

• A summary of your analysis.

• A closing thought about the overall topic. 
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Draft Your INTRODUCTION

Practice writing the parts of your introduction. Study each example from the 
Mentor Text. Then try to do something similar in your own essay. 

Hook Your Reader

Mentor 
Text

Have you ever noticed that a story can change depending on who’s telling it?

Your 
Essay

 

 

 

Provide Background Information

Mentor 
Text

In The True Story of the Three Little Pigs!, author John Scieszka presents the 
famous children’s story as told by the Big Bad Wolf.

Your 
Essay

 

 

 

State Your Topic

Mentor 
Text

The wolf’s version of the story shows just how big a difference a narrator’s point 
of view can make.

Your 
Essay

 

 

 

Independent Practice

Write Time Use your ideas from this page to begin drafting your introduction. 
Then begin drafting your body paragraphs.

HINT What is interesting or 
unusual about the story? How might 
you turn this into a question? 

HINT Name the title and author, 
and provide a brief description of  
the story. 

Draft Your INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

BODY

CONCLUSION

HINT Reread your assignment. 
What will you examine in your essay?

Turn and Talk 
Discuss how you can make your first 
sentence interesting. Practice different 
ways of beginning your essay and 
decide which you like best.



FOCUS Add Quotations
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Draft Your BODY

Remember that as you write your essay, you will develop your ideas with examples 
that include quotations. A quotation is one or more words copied directly from the 
story and set between quotation marks. Here are two ways to use quotations:

• Set up the quotation. Provide a description or analysis before the quotation to 
tell readers what idea the quotation supports.  
He sneezed so hard that he blew the house down by accident. “That’s when my 
nose started to itch,” he says. “I felt a sneeze coming on.” 

• Insert the quotation. Integrate your own words with words from the story. 
When we first meet him, the wolf is making a birthday cake for his “dear old granny.” 

Modeled Instruction

Read the excerpt from “The Wolf’s Side of the Story.” Note the underlined details, and 
complete the activities to learn how the quotations support the writer’s idea.

W.5.2b: Develop the topic with facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples related to the topic.

The wolf has the same explanation for what 
happened when he visited the house made of sticks. 
He describes the events of this encounter as an 
accident, which again shows that he didn’t mean to 
hurt anybody. He probably would have said the same 
thing about the third house, but it was too strong to 
be taken down by a sneeze. The wolf explains that he 
only tried to break down the door because the pig 
inside had made a rude comment about his granny. 
“Now I’m usually a calm fellow,” the wolf says. “But 
when somebody talks about my granny like that, I 
go a little crazy.” From the wolf ’s point of view, he 
had every right to try to break down the door.

In his version of events, the wolf presents himself 
as completely innocent. He never changes his belief 
that the original story is “all wrong” and that his 
reputation is unfairly earned. 

From MENTOR TEXT page 93

1  Read the underlined quotation. In what way does the writer 
use this quotation in his paragraph?

  

  

  

  

2   Underline another example of a quotation in the Mentor 
Text. Explain why you think the writer chose to use the 
quotation in this way.

  

  

  

  

Lesson 4 Step 5 Draft Your Essay continued

INTRODUCTION

BODY

CONCLUSION



©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted. 113

Sweet T’s Chart

Encounter 1: Meeting in the Ocean

Quotation Analysis of Quotation

“How dare an Organic say 
that about me? She is the 
one with the dry, dull skin 
that does nothing but cover 
her body like an envelope.”

The Teleote feels 
defensive. She insults the 
human’s skin. This shows 
she thinks her skin is 
better than the human’s. 

“I feel an emotion I have 
never experienced before, 
one that makes me hot 
and tense inside.” 

The Teleote feels anger 
and discomfort. She does 
not like the humans. 

Guided Practice

Sweet T used his notes to write the draft below. Now he must find ways to further 
develop his ideas.

Read Sweet T’s notes and draft. Complete the activities, using the Hints for help.

Sweet T’s Draft
The Teleote’s first meeting with the humans shows 

that she feels superior to them. When the girl insults 
her, she feels defensive. This encounter makes her 
“feel an emotion I have never experienced before, one 
that makes me hot and tense inside.” The Teleote  
does not like the humans and does not feel good about 
their interaction. 

3  Read the underlined sentence in Sweet T’s draft. How can Sweet T improve this 
sentence with a quotation from his notes? Explain your answer.

 

 

4   Underline the sentence in Sweet T’s draft that includes a quotation. Do you think 
Sweet T uses this quotation successfully? Explain your answer. 

 

 

Independent Practice

Write Time Finish drafting the body of your essay. Then draft a conclusion using 
the tips from the chart on page 110 for help.

HINT Use the Analysis of Quotation 
section of the chart to guide you.

HINT Read the sentence aloud. 
Does it make sense?

Turn and Talk 
Read aloud a paragraph from your 
essay, and have your partner listen for 
places where you can better support an 
idea with a quotation. Discuss the best 
way to add the quotation.



Step 6 Revise: First Read

Lesson 4 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay

The wolf’s point of view also affects how he 
describes his three encounters with the pigs. 
According to the wolf, he just had a bad cold that day. 
When he came to the house made of straw to borrow 
sugar for granny’s cake, he sneezed so hard that he 
blew the house down by accident. He has the same 
explanation for what happened when he visited the 
house made of sticks. He describes the events of this 
encounter as an accident, which again shows that he 
didn’t mean to hurt anybody. He probably would 
have said the same thing about the third house, but it 
was too strong to be taken down by a sneeze.

In his version of events, the wolf presents himself as 
completely innocent. He never changes his belief that 
the original story is “all wrong” and that his reputation 
is unfairly earned. 

It’s hard not to like the wolf in the story when he 
tells it himself, but all you have to do is read the original 
to get a very different picture of what happened.
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W.5.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development and organization are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.

W.5.5: With guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed 
by . . . revising. . . .

As you revise, use your Literary Analysis Writing Checklist to check your writing. 
Work through the checklist, one line at a time. Reread the related parts of your essay 
to decide whether you did your best possible work for each trait described. In this 
step, you will practice checking your essay for three of the traits in the categories of 
Organization and Elaboration.

Modeled Instruction

The Mentor Text writer, Philip Yee, used the same checklist to evaluate his draft.

Read his Think Aloud to see how he checks his essay.

Think Aloud 
 Organization Are my details presented in a logical order? 

This part of my essay tells how the wolf’s point of view affects 
the way he describes his encounters with the pigs. My details 
are in the same order as the events of the story. I think my 
readers will be able to follow the order of events the way I 
present them.

 Elaboration Do I include enough evidence to support 
each idea? Let’s see. In a literary analysis essay, quotations are 
an important type of evidence, but I have only quoted a short 
phrase. I will add some quotations showing what happens 
when the wolf encounters the pigs and how the wolf thinks 
his reputation is unfairly earned. These quotations will make 
my analysis more convincing.

 Organization Does my conclusion sum up my analysis? 
Not really. Right now, I leave readers with a thoughtful idea. 
I’ll add a sentence to the beginning of the paragraph that 
clearly sums up my analysis. It will say, “The True Story of the 
Three Little Pigs! shows that a narrator’s point of view can 
greatly affect the way events and descriptions of other 
characters are presented.” 

MENTOR TEXT Draft

Guided Practice

Read the excerpt below from Sweet T’s draft of the assignment. Then complete the 
activities. Use the Hints for help. FOCUS Organization and Elaboration
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Guided Practice

Read the excerpt below from Sweet T’s draft of the assignment. Then complete the 
activities. Use the Hints for help. 

Sweet T’s Draft
The Teleote’s point of view that she is better than humans influences how she 

describes her second and third encounters with humans. During the second 
encounter, she describes a party as an activity that doesn’t make sense. The third 
encounter shows her belief that humans are physically weaker than Teleotes.

The Teleote’s point of view toward humans does change. At the start, she 
believes she is better than humans in all ways. Toward the end, she thinks she has 
found new friends. She wants to get to know more about the humans.

The Teleote’s experience with humans reminds us that we should never judge 
a book by its cover. If we get to know someone, we may change our minds.

1  Organization Does Sweet T present his ideas and details in a logical order? 
Explain your answer.

 

 

2  Elaboration Sweet T does not include enough evidence to support his ideas. 
Suggest ways that Sweet T can revise his draft to include more evidence. 

 

  

3  Organization How well does Sweet T’s conclusion sum up his analysis? 
If needed, suggest a specific revision to help Sweet T improve his conclusion.

 

 

 

Independent Practice

Write Time Use the Literary Analysis Writing Checklist passed out by your teacher 
to evaluate your draft for Ideas, Organization, and Elaboration.

HINT Look for words in his draft 
that show time order. 

HINT What kind of evidence makes 
a literary analysis strong?

HINT Does the conclusion tell you 
what the essay was all about? 

Turn and Talk 
Take turns reading your body 
paragraphs aloud. Does each paragraph 
provide enough evidence to support 
the main idea?
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W.5.2c: Link ideas within and across categories  
of information using words, phrases, and clauses  
(e.g., in contrast, especially)

W.5.5: With guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed  
by . . . revising. . . .

In this step, you’ll look for ways to connect important ideas and make your essay flow 
smoothly. One way to do this is by using linking words, phrases, and clauses.

The chart below shows some examples you can use when writing a literary analysis essay. 

Linking Words, Phrases, and Clauses

Show 
Contrast

Show 
Elaboration

Show 
Emphasis

Show Cause 
and Effect

• in contrast
• despite

• for instance
• in addition

• especially
• it is important to note

• as a result
• therefore

As you revise your essay for language, ask yourself: Can a reader follow each of my 
ideas from one to the next? Can I add a word, phrase, or clause to show the connection?

Modeled Instruction

Read the following excerpt from “The Wolf’s Side of the Story.” Note how  
Philip Yee used linking words, phrases, and clauses to connect ideas.  
Then complete the activities.

The original story of “The Three Little Pigs” is 
told by a narrator who describes the wolf as a “big, 
bad” animal. The pigs, on the other hand, are 
portrayed as innocent victims of a wolf who wants  
to blow their houses down and eat them for lunch.  
But in The True Story of the Three Little Pigs!, it’s the 
wolf ’s turn to tell the story, and he clearly states his 
point of view. For instance, right at the beginning,  
he says, “I don’t know how this whole Big Bad Wolf 
thing got started, but it’s all wrong.” This sentence 
sets up the rest of the story, in which we see all of the 
events from the wolf ’s point of view.

From MENTOR TEXT page 92

1  Why does Philip use the underlined linking phrase? 

  

  

2  What linking word or phrase could Philip have used instead 
of the underlined word But? Suggest a replacement below.

  

3  Draw a box around the linking phrase that shows Philip is 
adding information about the wolf’s point of view.

Step 7 Revise: Second Read

Lesson 4 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay

FOCUS Linking Words, Phrases, and Clauses
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Guided Practice

Read the following paragraph from an early draft of the Mentor Text. Then use the 
Hints to complete the activities that follow.

4  Philip wants to show a contrast between how the wolf sees himself and how he is 
portrayed in the original story of “The Three Little Pigs.” Which of the following 
sentences expresses that idea most clearly? Circle the correct answer.

A Despite the way he has been portrayed, the wolf sees himself as kind.

B As a result of the way he has been portrayed, the wolf sees himself as kind.

C It is important to note how the wolf has been portrayed and how he sees 
himself as kind.

D In addition to the way he has been portrayed, the wolf sees himself as kind 
and caring.

5  Philip wants to connect the underlined sentence to the sentence before it.  
Which phrase would best show the connection between these two sentences?  
Circle the correct answer.

A In contrast

B In addition

C As a result

D For instance

Independent Practice

Write Time Use the Literary Analysis Writing Checklist passed out by your teacher 
to evaluate your draft for Language.

HINT Use the chart on page 116 to 
guide you.

HINT How are the ideas in the two 
sentences related? 

The wolf sees himself as kind. He shares information that readers didn’t get 
in the original story. When we first meet him, the wolf is making a birthday 
cake for his “dear old granny.” This makes the wolf seem thoughtful and 
caring, not big and bad.

MENTOR TEXT Draft

Turn and Talk 
Take turns reading your essays aloud. 
Do the ideas flow smoothly? Discuss 
which linking words, phrases, or clauses 
could make your writing clearer.
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W.5.5: With guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed  
by . . . editing.

L.5.1d: Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in 
verb tense.

The last step is to make sure that your spelling, grammar, and punctuation are 
correct. In this step, you’ll focus on correcting inappropriate shifts in verb tense. 

Verb tenses show whether an event occurs in the past, the present, or the future. 
The following chart shows examples of verbs in each tense.

Past Tense Present Tense Future Tense

I saw my friend. I see my friend. I will see my friend.

He ate a cookie. He eats a cookie. He will eat a cookie.

They watched a play. They watch a play. They will watch a play.

In a literary analysis essay, story events are usually described in the present tense.

Modeled Instruction

Read the following excerpt from a draft of “The Wolf’s Side of the Story.”  
Then complete the activities.

1  In the first two sentences, the underlined verbs are in an 
incorrect tense. Cross out the verbs. Then write the correct 
form of the verb above each incorrect form.

2  The rest of the paragraph has three incorrect shifts in verb 
tense. Cross out each verb with an incorrect form. Then write 
the correct form of the verb above the incorrect form. 

The original story of “The Three Little Pigs” is told 

by a narrator who described the wolf as a “big, bad” 

animal. The pigs were portrayed as innocent victims 

of a wolf who wants to blow their houses down. But in 

The True Story of the Three Little Pigs!, it will be the 

wolf’s turn to talk. He started out showing his point 

of view by saying, “I don’t know how this whole Big 

Bad Wolf thing got started, but it’s all wrong.” This 

sentence had set up the rest of the story, which shows 

the events from the wolf’s point of view.

3  Read this sentence from the draft:

The wolf will be explaining that he only tried to break down the door because 
the pig inside had made a rude comment about his granny. 

 Which word or words should replace the underlined verb to make the sentence 
correct? Circle the correct answer.

A will explain

B explained

C explains

D had explained

4  Read this sentence from the draft:

“Now I’m usually a calm fellow,” the wolf had said, “but when somebody talks 
about my granny like that I go a little crazy.”

 On the lines below, rewrite the sentence, replacing the underlined words with the 
correct verb tense. 

 

 

Independent Practice

Write Time Use the Literary Analysis Writing Checklist passed out by your teacher 
to evaluate your draft for Conventions.

HINT In what tense are events 
described in a literary analysis essay?

HINT What are the different forms 
of the verb to say?

MENTOR TEXT Draft

Step 8 Edit for Conventions

Lesson 4 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay

FOCUS Shifts in Verb Tense

Language Handbook To learn 
more about shifts in verb tense, turn 
to page 194.
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Guided Practice

Read the following excerpt from an early draft of “The Wolf’s Side of the Story.” 
Then complete the activities. Use the Hints for help.

3  Read this sentence from the draft:

The wolf will be explaining that he only tried to break down the door because 
the pig inside had made a rude comment about his granny. 

 Which word or words should replace the underlined verb to make the sentence 
correct? Circle the correct answer.

A will explain

B explained

C explains

D had explained

4  Read this sentence from the draft:

“Now I’m usually a calm fellow,” the wolf had said, “but when somebody talks 
about my granny like that I go a little crazy.”

 On the lines below, rewrite the sentence, replacing the underlined words with the 
correct verb tense. 

 

 

Independent Practice

Write Time Use the Literary Analysis Writing Checklist passed out by your teacher 
to evaluate your draft for Conventions.

HINT In what tense are events 
described in a literary analysis essay?

HINT What are the different forms 
of the verb to say?

The wolf will be explaining that he only tried to break down the door 
because the pig inside had made a rude comment about his granny. “Now I’m 
usually a calm fellow,” the wolf had said, “but when somebody talks about 
my granny like that I go a little crazy.”

MENTOR TEXT Draft

Turn and Talk 
Take turns reading aloud paragraphs 
from your essays. Are there any 
confusing shifts in verb tense? If so, 
discuss which verbs should be changed 
to the present tense.



Name    Date  

©Curriculum Associates, LLC 119h119hLesson 4 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay

LESSON 4 Organizing Evidence Chart
Organize quotations and analysis for each of the three encounters between 
the Teleote and the humans.

Encounter         : 

Quotation Analysis of Quotation

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name    Date  
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LESSON 4 Literary Analysis Writing Checklist: Essay

Ideas/Purpose Yes No

• Do I identify the literary text and author?

• Do I clearly state the topic of my literary analysis essay?

• Is my purpose for writing clear to my readers?

Elaboration/Evidence Yes No

• Do I include enough evidence, particularly quotations, to support each idea?

• Do I explain how the evidence supports each idea?

• Does all my evidence come from the source text?

Organization Yes No

• Does my introduction contain a clever hook, the names of the text and author,  
a brief description of the text, and the topic of my essay?

• Are my details presented in a logical order?

• Does my conclusion sum up my analysis?

Language/Vocabulary Yes No

• Do I use words, phrases, and clauses to link my ideas and make them easier  
to follow?

• Are the words I chose precise and appropriate to the topic of my literary analysis 
essay?

• Do I use the best possible words to convey my ideas?

Conventions Yes No

• Have I checked my grammar and usage to make sure there are no errors?

• Have I used correct punctuation and capitalization in all of my sentences?

• Are there any words whose spellings I need to check?

NOTE Students revise and edit their writing by asking and answering these questions.
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     Use with Ready Instruction Lesson 5

Dear Family,

One way to multiply 128 3 35 is to set  
up the problem vertically.

First multiply each digit in 128 by  
the 5 ones in 35: 5 3 128 5 640.

Then multiply each digit in 128 by  
the 3 tens in 35: 30 3 128 5 3,840.

Add the partial products to find the  
product: 640 1 3,840 5 4,480.

Another way your child is learning to multiply is with an area model.  
An area model gives a visual representation of the multiplication.

The area model below shows 128 3 35.  
 The length of the rectangle represents 128: 100 1 20 1 8. 
 The width of the rectangle represents 35: 30 1 5. 
 Multiply. Add the partial products to find the product.

30 3 100 5 3,000 30 3 20 5 600 30 3 8 5 240 

100 20 8

30

5 5 3 8 5 40 5 3 20 5 100 5 3 100 5 500 

128 3 35 5 3,000 1 600 1 240 1 500 1 100 1 40 5 4,480

Invite your child to share what he or she knows about multiplying 
whole numbers by doing the following activity together. 

128 
3  35

640 
1 3,840

4,480

This week your child is learning to multiply 
three-digit numbers by two-digit numbers.

partial products

product 
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Multiplication Activity

Materials: magazine or newspaper

Work with your child to find a real-life example of using multiplication 
that involves the number of words in a magazine or newspaper article.

Sometimes a reporter has to write a story with a certain number of 
words, for example, 500 words. Multiplication is a good way to find the 
number of words in a story. 

• Have your child choose an article from a magazine or newspaper. 

• Ask your child to count the number of words in one paragraph and 
record the number on a sheet of paper. 

• Then count the number of paragraphs in the article. 

• Suppose each paragraph had the same number of words. How many 
words are in the article? (Multiply the number of words in 
a paragraph by the number of paragraphs.)

• If each paragraph has a different number of words, is the answer to 
the previous question an exact answer or an estimate for the total 
number of words in the article? (It’s an estimate because the 
number of words in each paragraph varies.)

 

My article had 
189 words in a 
paragraph, and 
23 paragraphs. How 
many words in the 
article?



Introduction
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Use What You Know

Lesson 11 Multiply Whole Numbers

Lesson 11
Multiply Whole Numbers

a. How many boxes are there?     

b. How many rolls of stickers are in each box?     

c. Write a multiplication expression to show how many rolls of stickers there are in  

all the boxes.         

d. How many stickers are on each roll?     

e. Write a multiplication expression to show how many stickers there are in all.

  

f. How can you show 100 using tens as factors?  

 Write an expression that is equal to the one above using tens as factors.

  

g. Explain how to use what you know about multiplying by 10 to solve the problem. 

  

  

  

There are 100 stickers on each roll, and a box of stickers has 3 rolls.  
How many stickers are there in 4 boxes?

You have learned how to multiply one-digit numbers by multiples of ten.  
Take a look at this problem.

MGSE4.NBT.5
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Find Out More

Lesson 11 Multiply Whole Numbers

To multiply with three-digit and four-digit numbers, you need to understand how to 
multiply by multiples of 10, 100, and 1,000. Take a look at the chart below.

Expression Think of it as... Think of it as... Product

4 3 3 4 3 3 ones 12 ones 12

4 3 30 4 3 3 tens 12 tens 120

4 3 300 4 3 3 hundreds 12 hundreds 1,200

4 3 3,000 4 3 3 thousands 12 thousands 12,000

Notice that in each expression one factor is 4 and the other is 3 times 10, 100, or 
1,000. You can use the basic fact 4 3 3 5 12 to find each product. 

The factor 30 is ten times 3, so the product 4 3 30 is ten times 12: 4 3 30 5 120.

The factor 300 is one hundred times 3, so the product 4 3 300 is one hundred  
times 12: 4 3 300 5 1,200.

The factor 3,000 is one thousand times 3, so the product 4 3 3,000 is one thousand  
times 12: 4 3 3,000 5 12,000.

Reflect
1  Choose a basic multiplication fact that you know. Show how to multiply the 

product of the fact by 10, 100, and 1,000. Explain how you know your answer  
is correct. 

  

  

  

  

  



Modeled and Guided Instruction

Learn About
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Lesson 11

Lesson 11 Multiply Whole Numbers

Multiplying by a One-Digit Number

Read the problem below. Then explore different ways to multiply a four-digit 
number by a one-digit number.

Ezekiel has 3 building sets. Each set includes 1,125 pieces. How many pieces are 
in all 3 sets?

Picture It You can use an area model to help understand the problem.

 
3

1,000 100 20 51 1 1

3 3 1,000 3 3 100 3 3 20 3 3 5

 3 3 1,125  5 (3 3 1,000) 1 (3 3 100) 1 (3 3 20) 1 (3 3 5) 
5 3,000 1 300 1 60 1 15 
5 3,375

Model It You can also multiply the numbers using partial products.

 

1,125 
3    3

15 
60 

300 
1 3,000 

3,375

 

  3 3 5 ones  
  3 3 2 tens 
  3 3 1 hundred 
  3 3 1 thousand 

The partial products are 15, 60, 300, and 3,000. The product is the sum of the 
partial products: 15 1 60 1 300 1 3,000 5 3,375.
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Connect It Now you will explore the problem from the previous  
page further. 

2  What is the expanded form of 1,125?      1      1     1    

3  Where do you see the expanded form in the area model?

  

4  How is the expanded form used in the equation in Picture It?

  

5  The partial products in Model It shows first multiplying the 3 by the value of the 
digit in the ones column. Would the product change if you first multiplied the 3 by

 the value of the digit in the thousands column? Explain.  

  

  

  

6  Describe how the factor 3 is used with the factor 1,125 to find the product.

  

  

 

7  Explain how you multiply a four-digit number by a one-digit number.  

  

  

 

Try It Use what you just learned to solve these problems. Show your work on 
a separate sheet of paper.

8  2,041 3 6 5      9  5,342 3 4 5      



Modeled and Guided Instruction

Learn About
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Lesson 11 Multiply Whole Numbers

Read the problem below. Then explore different ways to multiply a two-digit 
number by a two-digit number.

Folding chairs are set up in a school auditorium for a play. There are 16 rows of 
chairs, each with 28 chairs. How many folding chairs are there?

Picture It You can use an area model to multiply two-digit numbers.

To solve this problem, multiply 16 3 28.

 

20

8

10 6

1

1

20 3 10
2 tens 3 1 ten 5 2 hundreds
200

8 3 10
8 3 1 ten 5 8 tens
80

20 3 6
2 tens 3 6 5 12 tens
120

8 3 6 5 48

 200 1 80 1 120 1 48 5 448

Model It You can also multiply two-digit numbers using partial products.

 

16 
3 28

48 
80 

120 
1 200 

448

 

  8 ones 3 6 ones  
  8 ones 3 1 ten 
  2 tens 3 6 ones 
  2 tens 3 1 ten 

Multiplying by Two-Digit Numbers
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Connect It Now you will explore the problem from the previous  
page further. 

10  Why is the area model divided into four sections?  

  

  

11  How do the four steps in the multiplication using partial products in Model It 

relate to the four sections in the area model in Picture It?  

  

 

12  Would the product change if 20 1 8 on the left side of the area model were 

changed to 10 1 10 1 8? Explain.  

  

  

  

 

13  List two different ways that you could break up the numbers in 34 3 12 to find the 
product. Explain why both ways would have the same product. 

  

  

  

Try It Use what you just learned to solve these problems. Show your work on 
a separate sheet of paper.

14  27 3 21 5      

15  37 3 23 5      



Guided Practice

Practice
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Lesson 11 Multiply Whole Numbers

Example

Pair/Share
How else could you 
solve this problem?

Pair/Share
How did you decide 
which method to use 
to help you solve the 
problem?

16  A deli is preparing trays of sandwiches. There are 15 trays, each 
with 24 sandwiches. How many sandwiches are there?

 Show your work.

Solution  

An aquarium has 6 female sea turtles. Each turtle lays up to  
1,785 eggs a year. If each turtle lays 1,785 eggs this year, how 
many eggs will there be in all?

Look at how you could show your work using an area model.

6 3 1,000 6 3 700 6 3 80 6 3 5

1,000 700 80 5

6

1 1 1

6 3 1,785  5 (6 3 1,000) 1 (6 3 700) 1 (6 3 80) 1 (6 3 5) 
5 6,000 1 4,200 1 480 1 30 
5 10,710

Solution    

Study the example below. Then solve problems 16–18.

10,710 eggs

The student multiplied 
6 by the value of the 
digit in each place in 
1,785.

Should you multiply 
15 3 24 or 24 3 15?
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Pair/Share
Does Dale’s answer 
make sense?

Pair/Share
How is this problem 
different than the one 
modeled on the 
previous page?

17  The owner of 12 bookstores is buying 32 copies of a new book for 
each of the stores. How many books is the owner buying in all?

 Show your work.

Solution  

18  A hardware store has 147 containers of paint. If each container 
holds 5 gallons of paint, how many gallons of paint are at the 
store? Circle the letter of the correct answer.

A 235

B 505

C 735

D 905

Dale chose A as the correct answer. How did he get that answer?

 

 

 

 

Could you use an area 
model to help solve the 
problem?

Multiply 5 by the value 
of the digit in each place 
in 147.



Independent Practice

Practice
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Lesson 11 Multiply Whole Numbers

Solve the problems. 

1  A person blinks about 16 times per minute. About how many times does a person 
blink in 3 hours? [Hint: 1 hour 5 60 minutes]

A 48

B 96

C 960

D 2,880

2  Mr. Larson is planning a pizza party for 273 people. He plans on 3 slices of pizza for 
each person. How many slices of pizza is this in all?

A 276

B 546

C 619

D 819

3  Can the expression be used to solve 29 3 14? Choose Yes or No for  
each expression.

a. (9 3 4) 1 (20 3 4) 1 (9 3 1) 1 (20 3 1)    Yes  No

b. (14 3 9) 1 (14 3 20)      Yes  No

c. (9 3 4) 1 (20 3 4) 1 (9 3 10) 1 (20 3 10)   Yes  No

d. (29 3 4) 1 (29 3 10)      Yes  No



Self Check
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4  Which model(s) below could represent the solution to the problem 45 3 15?  
Circle the letter for all that apply.

A 

40 5

5

10

B 
0 15 30 45

C (4 3 1) 1 (4 3 5) 1 (5 3 1) 1 (5 3 5)

D (4 3 1) 1 (5 3 5)

E 
0 45 90 135 180 225 270 315 360 405 450 495 540 585 630 675

5  Mo had 14 tutoring sessions. Each session was 35 minutes long.  
How many minutes did Mo spend in the 14 sessions combined?

 Show your work.

Answer Mo spent        minutes in the 14 sessions.

6  Fourth grade students held a recycling drive. During one  
week they collected 1,238 water bottles each day.  
How many water bottles did the fourth graders collect  
that week? [Hint: There are 7 days in one week.]

 Show your work.

Answer The fourth grade students collected        water bottles.

Go back and see what you can check off on the Self Check on page 111.



Week 4:  Tuesday 

 

 

 

 



5th Grade - Week 4 

Standards: 

VA5.CR.2 Create works of art based on selected themes.  
b. Create representational works of art from direct observation (e.g. landscape, still life, portrait, 
proportion).  

VA5.RE.1 Use a variety of approaches for art criticism and to critique personal works of art and the 
artwork of others to enhance visual literacy.  

c. Use a variety of strategies to critique, discuss, and reflect on personal works of art and the 
work of others.  
 

Materials: 

Pencil, paper 

Crayons/markers/colored pencils (if you have them) 

Directions: 

 Begin by looking at the image of Jeff Jordan’s Curiosity. Where do you see the Elements of Art 

(line, shape, color, texture, space, value, form) in this painting? Is there one Element that you notice the 

most? Today we’re going to talk about Space. If you notice, the chicken in this painting looks like a giant! 

This is because Jeff Jordan painted the chicken to look like it was really big. How do you think he did 

that? There are two parts to this answer. The first part is that he made the chicken take up a lot of space 

on the page. The second part is a technique called Scale. Scale is how big or small you draw an object. 

When you add other details around that object, you use another technique called Proportion. 

“Proportion” is how big or small something looks compared to the objects around it. Usually artists use 

this technique to make sure that their art “makes sense.” For example, making sure a person’s head is 

not too big for their body in a portrait, or a tree is not too small compared to the other objects in a 

landscape. However, artists can purposely use proportion to make their work silly or fun, like Jeff 

Jordan’s painting. There are other examples of proportion included if needed.  

 After looking at Jeff Jordan’s painting, create your own drawing using proportion. If you need an 

idea of what to draw- think of a character from your favorite movie! What types of details can you 

include so it looks like that character? (Think of hair style and color, outfit, and other details like glasses 

or accessories). Now, draw your character as if they are a giant OR as if they are as small as an ant. Once 

you’ve drawn your character, fill the rest of the page with other details like buildings, trees, or other 

people. Remember to draw those objects in proportion to your character- if your character is a GIANT, 

everything around them should be smaller. If your character is ant-sized, everything around them should 

be big. If you have crayons or other materials to color, finish your drawing by adding color! 

Vocabulary: 

Space, Proportion, Scale, Jeff Jordan, details 

 

 



     Curiosity by Jeff Jordan  
Project Example:  

  
  
  



Spoonbridge and Cherry by Cleus Oldenburg, 
Sculpture   

   
  



  Scene from Godzilla, 1954  
  

Balloon Animal Sculptures by Jeff Koons     
 



Social Studies 
 Grade 5 

Week 4 (September 7-11, 2020) 
 

Wednesday 
 
Step 1: Students will read the lyrics of Remember the Maine, written by Frank A. Bush.  
 
Note to parents: Students have learned about the advancements and changes occurring in the United 
States at the turn of the century. Students realize that the United States economic system changed from 
being agricultural to an industrialized society. This change led to the development of cities or urban 
environments as well as involving movement westward.  They may not know that advancements and 
expansion was also occurring across the globe. European countries like Great Britain, France, Germany, 
and Spain wanted to gain land, natural resources, and markets to aid in their industrial development. 
American statesmen watched what was happening overseas and were divided as to whether the United 
States should join in this “scramble” for an empire. Under President William McKinley, this issue erupted 
when the United States military engaged with Spanish forces in the Philippines and Cuba. This war, the 
Spanish-American War, was fueled partly by American interests in the western hemisphere, as well as by 
public opinion. 
 

REMEMBER THE MAINE.  

Copyright, 1896, by Frank A. Bush.  

Words and Music by Frank A. Bush.  

 

Down in Havana Harbor our good ship Maine was lying:  

Beneath the decks all were at rest, wakeful ones for home were sighing.  

Sent on a peaceful mission, no one suspected harm,  

For each one trusted the "Stars and Stripes" as a safeguard from all harm.  

But hark! from below comes a loud, sudden pealing, alarm.  

And then an explosion that lights up the sky;  

Then when o'er the bay again silence comes stealing,  

Two hundred brave lads disappear without a cry.  

 

Refrain.  

We'll never forget the sad events of that night.  

Our lads were killed, with no chance to fight;  

The foul deed was done by treach'rous Spain. 

 That's why America fought and avenged the Maine.  

Such a crime was committed never before in hist'ry;  



A loud report, down went the ship, all was enshrouded in myst'ry.  

Treachery ne'er existed equal to this foul deed,  

When our brave lads were suddenly killed, just to satisfy Spanish greed.  

But sure as the sun rises up in the morning. For ev'ry life lost we will have many more;  

For when Spanish Dons start to kill without warning,  

We'll drive ev'ry Spaniard away far from our shore. 

Refrain. We'll never forget the sad events of that night,  

Our boys were killed, with no chance to fight;  

The foul deed was done by treach'rous Spain,  

That's why our soldier boys cried, "Remember the Maine!" 

 

Step 2: Students will answer the following questions.  
 

Lyrics Analysis of  Remember the Maine 
 

1. What was the name of the ship? 
 
 
 

2. What nation did the ship belong to? 
 
 
 

3. Why will the night not be forgotten? 
 
 

 
4. Who is blamed for the event? 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Subject: Physical Education 

Grade: 5th  

Week of Sept. 7th – 11th  

Lesson 1: Three Point Contest 

Standard(s) PE5.1 The physically educated student demonstrates competency in a variety 
motor skills and movement patterns. 

Brief Description This is a modified basketball 3-point contest. Student will be able to shoot a 
sockball into laundry basket, using the correct shooting form.  
 

Directions 1. Student will gather socks and make 5 sockballs.  
2. Student find a laundry basket or another container to act as basket. 
3. Student will shoot the sockballs into the container, attempting to get as 

many sockballs into the container as possible. Each made basket counts 
as one point 

4. Before the game starts students can set a point total to reach. For 
example, the student could set the point total at 20. 

5. Once the point total has been reached, the student could make the 
game more challenging by, increasing point total, decreasing the size of 
the container, or increasing the distance to shoot from.  

6. Students could compete with friends and family.  

 

Materials:   

1. Sockball 

 

 
 

 

2. Laundry basket or clean trash can 

  

 

 



WARM UP ACTIVITES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

B I N G O 

20 Second 
Planks 

 

8 Sit-Ups 

 

Drink bottle/cup 
of water 

 

30 Second Dance 
break 

 

15 Shoulder Shrugs 

 

20 Wall Sits 

 

8 Crunches 

 

8 wall jumps 

 

Exercise of your 
Choice 

 

10 Air Punches 

 

6 Squats 

 

20 Second knee 
lifts 

 

10 Second sit and 
reach 

 

10 Calf Raises 

 

10 Air Kicks 

 

20 Second 
Run in Place 

 

10 Second toe 
touch 

 

8 Curl-Ups 

 

5 Jump Squats 

 

10 Arm Rotations 

 
 

10 Windmills 

 

8 Wall push-Ups 

 

10 Jumping Jacks 

 

1 Min Break 

 

10 Lunges 
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Name:  

Vocabulary
partial product the 

result of multiplying the 

value in one place of a 

two- or three-digit 

number.

23 
3 25

15  5 3 3  
 ones ones

15 is a partial product.

Prerequisite: Multiply Two-Digit Numbers

Study the example showing how to multiply two-digit 
numbers using partial products. Then solve problems 1–5.

1  Complete the steps to find the product of 52 3 16.

52 
3  16

 

 

 

1 

      ones 3     ones

      ones 3     tens

      ten 3     ones

      ten 3     tens

2  How can you check if your answer to problem 1 is 
reasonable?

 

 

 

 

Example

48 3 13 5 ?

Find the partial products.

Write the sum of the partial products.

48 3 13 5 624

Multiply Whole Numbers

Lesson 5

  3 ones 3 8 ones 
  3 ones 3 4 tens 
  1 ten 3 8 ones 
  1 ten 3 4 tens

48 
3 13

24 
120 
80 

1 400

624
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Solve.

3  You can also use an area model to multiply.

16 3 52 5 ? 50 2

10 10 3 50 5 500 10 3 2 5    

 6    6 3 50 5      6 3 2 5    

1

1

a. Write the missing partial products in the area model.

b. Then, write the partial products to complete the  
equation below. Find the sum.

 16 3 52 5 500 1     1     1     5    

4  Look at problem 3. Would the product change if  
50 1 2 on the top of the area model was changed  
to 20 1 30 1 2? Explain.

   

   

   

   

   

5  Roy is going on a 12-day bike trip. He plans to ride  
35 miles a day. How many miles will Roy ride on  
the trip?

Show your work.

Solution:  
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Name:  
Lesson 5

Multiply Three-Digit Numbers

Study the example showing how to multiply a three-digit number by a  
two-digit number using the distributive property. Then solve problems 1–3.

1  Complete the steps to find 253 3 34.

253 3 34 5 253(30 1 4) 5 (    3 30) 1 (    3 4)

253 
3  30

90 

 

1 

253 
3   4

 

 

1 

  (30 3 3)
  (30 3    )

  (    3    )

  (    3    )

  (    3    )

  (    3    )

253 3 34 5 7,590 1 1,012 5     

Example

Find 132 3 26. 

Use the distributive property.

Find the partial products.

Write the sum of the partial products.

132 3 26 5 3,432

(20 3 2) 
(20 3 30) 
(20 3 100)

132 3 26 5 132(20 1 6) 
    5 (132 3 20) 1 (132 3 6)

(6 3 2) 
(6 3 30) 
(6 3 100)

132 
3  20

40 
600 

1 2,000

2,640

132 
3   6

12 
180 

1 600

792

2,640 1 792 5 3,432
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Solve.

2  You can also use an area model to find the product of  
253 3 34.

a. Write the missing partial products in the area model.

 

30 4

200 200 3 30 5     200 3 4 5     

50 50 3 30 5     50 3 4 5     

3 3 3 30 5     3 3 4 5     

b. Write the partial products to complete the  
equations below. 

 First column:      1      1      5     

 Second column:      1      1      5     

c. 253 3 34 5     

3  Nate’s mother drives 225 miles back and forth to work  
each month. How many miles does she drive back and  
forth to work in one year?

Show your work.

Solution:  

There are twelve 
months in one year.
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Name:  

2  There are 28 tables in the cafeteria. Each table has 
12 students sitting at it. Fourth graders sit at 13 of the 
tables. Fifth graders sit at the rest of the tables. How 
many fifth graders are there? 

A 156 C 336

B 180 D 700

Yuri chose C as the correct answer. How did he get 
that answer? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1  Which expression shows the numbers multiplied for 
the partial product 12,480?

416 
3  32

832 
1 12,480

13,312

1
1

A 3 3 410 C 30 3 410

B 3 3 416 D 30 3 416

Multiply Whole Numbers

Solve the problems.

Lesson 5

In what step is the 
partial product 
12,480 written?

How do you find the 
number of tables 
fifth graders are 
sitting at?
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Solve.

3  A small bottle contains 177 milliliters of strawberry  
yogurt smoothie. One box holds 24 bottles. Are there  
more or less than 4,000 milliliters of the smoothie in  
one box? Explain.

Show your work.

Solution:   

  

4  Jeff and Kayla are finding the product of 178 3 56.  
They both are using the distributive property to find  
partial products. Look at their work below.

178 
3  50

178 
3   6

Jeff

178 
3  20

178 
3  30

178 
3   6

Kayla

a. Explain why each student’s work shows a way to  
find the product of 178 3 56.

  

  

  

  

b. Would you use one of these methods or a different method to find the product 
of 178 3 56? Why?

  

  

I think there is more 
than one step to 
solving this problem.

How did each 
student break up the 
factor 56?



Week 4:  Thursday Reading 

 



 



Week 4: Thursday 

 

 



Name: _______________________________________ 

 

Classroom Teacher: ____________________________________ 

 

Over the last three weeks, we have learned several rhythms! Draw a 

line to match the notes with their names.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Dotted Half Note 

 

Whole Note 

 

Quarter Note 

 

Sixteenth Notes 

 

Eighth Notes 

 

Half Note 



Notes have matching rests! Let’s learn about the matching rests.  

 

 

Quarter Rest = 1 beat of silence 

 

 

Half Rest = 2 beats of silence   

 

 

Whole Rest = 4 beats of silence  

 

 

Eighth Rest = ½ of a beat of silence   

 

The Magical Dot! 

Some notes and rests have a dot by their symbol. When you see a dot by a 

note, you add half of the value of the note. Let’s take a look at an example.  

 

The dotted half note is a great example. You already know that the dotted 

half note equals three beats. Let’s talk about how!  

 

 

 

 

 

 



The half note = 2 beats  

 

 

The dot adds half the value of the note it is attached to.  

In this case, half of two = 1.  

 

Take the half note value of two, plus half of it’s value 1, and you get a total 

of 3.  

 

 

 

 

 

You practice on your own!  

 

 

 

 

  

 

How would you work the equation below? 

 

 

 

 

 

2 1 3 

   

   



If you guessed 1 and ½ beats, you are correct! The quarter note equals 

one beat. The dot is half the value of the note, which is half of a beat. Add 

one beat and half of a beat and you get a dotted quarter note that equals 

one and a half beats!  

 

A common rhythm pattern you will see in music is the dotted quarter note 

followed by a single eighth note. A single eighth note looks like a quarter 

note with a flag. The single eighth note lasts for half of a beat.  

 

 a single eighth note = half a beat 

 

 

To count a dotted quarter note followed by a single eighth note, you would 

say taee ti.  

 

 

 

 

Explore clapping and saying the following rhythm pattern on your own. Say 

taee ti ta ta. 

 

 

 

 

Now try this pattern! Ta ta taee ti.  

 

 

 



Try to teach a family member about the dot and your music math.  

 

Next week we will transfer from using rhythm syllables to reading rhythms 

with numbers!  

 



Social Studies 
 Grade 5 

Week 4 (September 7-11, 2020) 
 

Friday 
 
Step 1: Students will view two maps to see where Cuba is located on the map.  (The maps are found at 
https://nie.washingtonpost.com/sites/default/files/CubaAndTheCaribbean_0.pdf.) 
 

 
 
 

https://nie.washingtonpost.com/sites/default/files/CubaAndTheCaribbean_0.pdf


 
 
Note to parent: In grades 3-5, students are only exposed to US history, so the maps are intended to 
provide perspective on the close proximity of Cuba to the United States. It is important for students to 
know that Spain controlled Cuba at this time. 
 
Step 2: Students will answer the following questions.  
 

Map Analysis 
 

1. Which state in the United States is closest to Cuba? 
 
 
 
 

2. Write the names of the bodies of water that surround Cuba. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Step 3: Students will read the background information detailing the relationship between the United 
States and Cuba at the turn of the century. 
 

Background Information 
As technical advancements like flight and electricity expanded in the United States, many countries 
in Europe were competing for power and influence across the world. People in America watched 
what was happening overseas and were divided as to whether the United States should join in this 
“scramble” for an empire.  
 
Under President William McKinley, the decision for the United Sates to join the quest to expand 
their borders began when the United States and Spain fought over land in the Philippines and Cuba. 
This war, the Spanish-American War, was fueled partly by American interests to expand in the 
western hemisphere, as well as by public opinion that was in newspapers.  
 
Newspapers created sensationalized news stories that outraged citizens about the unfair treatment 
of the Cuban people. In a desire to sell newspapers, articles and photographs about the sinking of 
the USS Maine were published, blaming its sinking on Spain. Some historians blame this war on the 
idea of yellow journalism or biased coverage, which helped fuel public support of the war. The short 
conflict led to the removal of Spain from Cuba, and increased American popular interest in 
obtaining colonies abroad. Thus, the United States gained control of the Philippines, Puerto Rico, 
and Guam.  
 

 
 



This Photo by Unknown 

The Joy of Enthusiasm 

 

 

Enthusiasm is a good feeling that you get when you are excited about a goal and are motivated 

to work toward that goal. You feel enthusiasm when you are working on a project that you really enjoy. 

Enthusiasm is a big part of success.  

The greatest benefit of enthusiasm is that it is infectious and so, when you are enthusiastic, you 

also inspire others, therefore they will do their tasks with more focus and confidence. This will speed 

your journey towards success. It is a proven fact that people follow enthusiastic & passionate leaders. 

Directions: Write or discuss the following with an adult, friend, or sibling. 

Write or tell 3 reasons why you think the emoji at the top of the page is enthusiastic. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Write down or tell someone about three things that you are enthusiastic about. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

How is enthusiasm helpful? ______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does it mean to be enthusiastic? ____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

How can you teach a friend or family member about enthusiasm?  _______________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Write or tell a short story about one of the emoji, at the top of the page, who is optimistic. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Enthusiasm /noun/ Intense and eager 

enjoyment, interest, or approval. 
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