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Fourth Grade 
September 7-11, 2020 

 

Student Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

School: ________________________________________________________Teacher: ___________________ 

Monday 
Labor Day - No School  

 

Tuesday 
English Language Arts: ELAGSE4RL1 and ELAGSE4W9 ELA Learning Packet – Week 4 

Reading: Read page 176 and complete the chart on page 177.  Read “The Penny Thief” on page 178 and 
complete the numbered activities on page 179. The short response can be found on page 182.  
Writing: Read pages 60-63 and complete the numbered activities 1-6 and Quick Write on pages 62 and 63.  

Math: MGSE4.NBT.4 Family Letter and Math Learning Packet – Week 4 
Today, students will be introduced to MGSE4.NBT.4, adding and subtracting whole numbers. Complete Add and 
Subtract Whole Numbers pages 16-17.  

Science: S4E4b and S4E4c 
Students will create a 5-Day Forecast. Students will use p. 176 for this task. 

Art: VA4.CR.2b and VA4.RE.1c 
Complete the Art Activity. 

4, 2020 

Wednesday 
English Language Arts: ELAGSE4RL1 and ELAGSE4W9 
Reading: Read “Thinking Out Loud” on page 180 and complete the numbered activities on pages 181 and 183.   
Writing: Read page 64. Complete Guided Practice and Independent Practice on page 65.  

Math: MGSE4.NBT.4 
Today, students will complete modeled and guided instruction on adding whole numbers.  Complete Add and 
Subtract Whole Numbers pages 18-19.  

Social Studies: SS4H1b 
Students will be introduced to key individuals and groups during the American Revolution. This lesson focuses 
on Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and Patrick Henry.  
Physical Education: PE4.1.b 

Complete the Locomotor Circuit Activity. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/September%207-11/Grade%204%20Week%204%20ELA.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/September%207-11/Grade%204%20Math%20-%20Family%20Letter.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/September%207-11/Grade%204%20Math%20-%20Packet.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%204%20Science%20-%20Tuesday.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%204%20Art.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%204%20Social%20Studies%20-%20Wednesday%20Revised.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%204%20PE.pdf
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Fourth Grade 
September 7-11, 2020 

 

 

Thursday 
English Language Arts: ELAGSE4RL1 and ELAGSE4W9 
Reading: Read “They Glow by Night” on page 184-186 and complete the numbered activities on pages 187-188.  
Writing: Read the Research Path on pages 66-67.  Read “Sir Ivaine” on pages 70-75.  Reread your assignment 
on page 64.  

Math: MGSE4.NBT.4  
Today, students will complete modeled and guided instruction on subtracting whole numbers. Complete Add 
and Subtract Whole Numbers pages 20-21.  Pages 22-23 are also available for optional additional practice.  

Science: S4E4b and S4E4c 
Students will make predictions about weather. Students will use p. 177 for this task. 

Music: ESGM4.PR.2a 
Write rhythm patterns and perform using found objects. Recognize notes and rests.  Complete activity sheet.  

2020 

Friday 

English Language Arts: ELAGSE4RL1 and ELAGSE4W9 

Reading: Reread “They Glow by Night” on pages 184-186.  Complete the Short response and Learning Target on 
page 189.  
Writing (Find Text Evidence): Read the strategy on page 68 and complete the numbered activities on page 
69.  Reread “Sir Ivaine” on pages 70-75 using the mark-up strategy from page 68.  

Math: MGSE4.NBT.4 
Today, students will compete independent practice on adding and subtracting whole numbers.  Complete Add 
and Subtract Whole Numbers pages 24-25.   

Social Studies: SS4H1b 
Students will be introduced to key individuals and groups during the American Revolution. This lesson focuses 
on Paul Revere and Benedict Arnold.  
Social Emotional Learning/Health: 
Enthusiasm is a good feeling that you get when you are excited about a goal and are motivated to work toward 
that goal. Complete the worksheet to learn more about the importance of enthusiasm.  

 

Fulton County Schools greatly appreciates the partnership with Curriculum Associates, LLC and the permission to provide 

Remote Learning Math lessons and ELA lessons in Grades 3-5.   

https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%204%20Science%20-%20Thursday.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%204%20Music.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/September%207-11/Grade%204%20Social%20Studies%20-%20Friday.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/September%207-11/SEL%20Week%204%20Worksheet.pdf


 Create a comfortable reading environment. 

 Establish a routine. Designate a specific time for 
your child to read for at least 15 minutes every day. 

Do you have a child who is having a hard time being 
engaged for 15 minutes of uninterrupted reading? If so, 
reduce the time. Start with 8 minutes (or less if 
necessary) and then after you see the child reading for 
the entire 8 minutes for a few days, then move it up to 
10 minutes. Continue adding time as your child builds 
his/her stamina. 

Grade 4 ELA Unit 1 Parent Overview 

Our reading and writing standards are organized into 6-week units.  Your child will engage in lessons for Unit 1 from August 17-

September 25.  Unit 1 will focus on reading literary standards and narrative writing. These standards will be addressed in multiple 

units throughout the year; therefore, mastery of the standards is not expected until the end of the year. 

Online Access to Books 

Fulton County Library Website 

 http://fulcolibrary.org/ 

Register for a library card online 

https://bit.ly/30xCLCT 

Fulton County Library Curbside Service 

https://bit.ly/3jumRBC 

Students should independently read a book of their choice for 

15 minutes a day in addition to the lessons in the learning 

packet. The book a student selects should be something the 

child can read on his/her own without much assistance. At the 

beginning of the year, we work on building students’ reading 

stamina. Stamina is a child’s ability to read for stretches of time 

without becoming distracted or distracting others.  

MackinVIA 
Students have access to a complete 
eResource management system 
providing eBooks, read-alongs, 
audiobooks, databases, and videos. 

Go www.fultonschools.org. Find Classlink. Your child’s username is their 
student ID and their password is their birthdate (MMDDYYYY). 
Click the e-library app folder. Click on MackinVIA.  

Reading Standards  Literary 

Your child will engage in lessons aligned to the following reading standards throughout the unit: 

• RL3:  Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a
character’s thoughts, words, or actions).

• RL2:  Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text.

• RL1:  Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from

the text.
• RL4:  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those that allude to significant

characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean).

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffulcolibrary.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cweiserp%40fultonschools.org%7C0daaa2f17bc144068b1b08d82cc34a76%7C0cdcb19881694b70ba9fda7e3ba700c2%7C1%7C0%7C637308564562015499&sdata=WAFS3v6HMIPSsEyEzIhaYNKaQkpqNeanXAMzKfATsJA%3D&reserved=0
https://bit.ly/30xCLCT
https://bit.ly/3jumRBC


         

  Q and A 

Writing Standards  Narrative 

Your child will engage in lessons aligned to the following writing and language standards throughout this unit: 

W3:  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear 
event sequences. 

a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence
that unfolds naturally.

b. Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations.
c. Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events.
d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely.
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.

W9:  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
a. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama,

drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions].”).

                   NEW writing piece starting this week!
There is a very predictable pattern to the writing work 
students will engage in. Students will plan, draft, revise, 
edit, and publish one writing piece every 3 weeks.  

 Week 1 Students will plan. 

 Week 2 Students will draft and revise. 

 Week 3 Students will revise, edit, and publish. 

Q: I didn’t pick up a learning packet the first

week. Should I just start with the writing lessons 
for week 2? 

A: It will be hard to start with the plan for week

2 since it builds off the work that students did 

week 1. To allow for some families who may not 

have been able to pick up a learning packet one 

week, we have included all the lessons in each 

weekly learning packet. Do what you can in the 

week you missed so you can complete the work 

assigned for the current week. If you need further 

guidance, reach out to your child’s teacher. 

If you see a page number referenced that has a letter 

after the page number, it is an additional resource 

located at the back of the writing section in the 

learning packet. 
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Introduction

Lesson 12

Learning Target

I’m so excited to
�nally see this movie.
    Everyone says it ’s

so good!

1 PM 1:45 PM 2:15 PM

I’m so excited to
�nally see this movie.
    Everyone says it ’s

so good!

1 PM 1:45 PM 2:15 PM

Read An inference is a reasonable guess you’ve figured out 
based on what you already know and the details of what you see 
or read. When you make an inference, be sure you can support it 
with evidence, or details and examples given in the text. 

Readers make inferences to figure out what a story does not say 
directly. Evidence from a text can often help you understand 
something that an author hints at but does not state directly.

Look at the cartoon below. What inferences can you make 
about the girl? Which details help you figure out her feelings?

Use story details and examples to explain what the 
story says and to support inferences you make.

Supporting Inferences 
About Literary Texts

I’m so excited to
�nally see this movie.
    Everyone says it ’s

so good!

1 PM 1:45 PM 2:15 PM

ELAGSE4RL1



Theme:  Tales of the Unexpected Lesson 12
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Academic Talk 
Use these words to talk about the text.

• inference • details • evidence
• examples

Think What have you learned about using details to make 
inferences? Consider what happens in the cartoon. How does the 
girl eventually feel about the movie? Use what you figured out 
about the girl to complete the Inference Chart below. Make 
inferences based on the details in the cartoon and what you 
already know.

Talk Did you and your partner write the same things in the “What I 
Know” column? How did that information affect what you wrote in the 
“What the Cartoon Shows” column? How did the evidence help you 
make inferences?

What the Cartoon Shows 
(Evidence)

What I Know 
(Experience) My Inference

People often look forward 
to seeing a new movie, 
especially if they’ve heard 
good things about it.



Modeled and Guided Instruction

ReadRead

1  My family got a parakeet on the very day that we moved into our 
new apartment. On our first night in the new place, we tried to name 
our new pet. I wanted to call it Tweetie, but no one else liked that 
name. We couldn’t find a name that everyone agreed on, so we agreed 
to think about it for a while.

2  My father always emptied his pocket change into a large glass bowl 
in the hallway. When we wanted money for this or that, he would 
count it out for us from the bowl. The very next night, as he tossed 
his change into the bowl, he mumbled, “Funny! I’m sure there were 
mostly pennies on top.” None of us knew where the pennies had gone.

3  Every day that week, my father complained that someone was 
taking pennies from his bowl. We all pleaded ignorance. And every 
day that week, we discussed a new name for our pet.

4  At the end of the week, we took everything out of the 
birdcage to clean it. In every corner of the cage was 
a pile of pennies. That’s when we learned that my 
mother had let the bird out to fly around every 
morning. “Penny thief!” my father cried. 
And our pet was named on the spot.

Genre: Mystery

Close Reader Habits

As you read, underline 
the details the characters 
used as clues to figure out 
what happened to the 
pennies.

by  
Charlotte  
Fairchild

ThiefPenny
The 
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Supporting Inferences About Literary Texts Lesson 12

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted. 179Lesson 12 Supporting Inferences About Literary Texts

What details in the mystery help you make inferences 
about story events in “The Penny Thief”?

Think

1  Complete the Inference Chart below. It will help you understand the 
inferences the main character made.

What the Text Says 
(Evidence)

What I Know 
(Experience) My Inference

Some birds are attracted 
to shiny objects.

The family wants to find 
out what is happening.

Talk 

2  As you read the story, what inferences did you make about the 
missing pennies? What text details supported your inferences? 

Write

3  Short Response Explain what inferences you made about the 
parakeet. Include at least two pieces of text evidence to support your 
answer. Use the space provided on page 182 to write your response.

HINT To explain 
your inferences, give 
story clues that tell 
about what the 
parakeet does.

Think about your 
inferences. Is each one 
based on text details? 
Does it make sense?

Explore



Guided Practice
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Read Genre: Science Fiction

1  Slipping off the helmet of her space suit, Shaundra took a deep 
breath, then another. As she had hoped, fresh air filled her lungs. It was 
true: This planet, which she and her crew had spied from the mother 
ship, had an atmosphere like Earth’s. And because it had air, perhaps the 
planet resembled Earth in other ways. Was it possible that she, Miek, 
and Goran had found what humans had long sought? Could there be 
intelligent life here?

2  For hours, the three astronauts wandered through forests and 
meadows filled with flowers of every color, shape, and aroma, but they 
were disappointed. The astronauts saw nothing that looked or acted like 
Earth animals—not even the tiniest insect. Certainly, they met no living 
creature with a human form.

3  Finally, they returned to their landing site. Before entering the 
mother ship, they had to collect samples of the plants. Shaundra grasped 
the stem of a particularly lovely flower and placed her knife against it. 
Suddenly, her eyes opened wide in surprise. “Did you hear that?” she 
asked the other two. “Well, I don’t mean hear, exactly. It was as if this 
flower spoke to my mind. It seemed to be asking me not to 
harm it.” 

4  Miek was about to tease Shaundra when his jaw 
dropped. “I heard it—no, I felt it speak! It wants to know 
where we come from and why we’re here. How should we 
answer it?”

5  “That’s obvious,” replied Shaundra. “We need only to 
think our answers, and this creature will understand. This 
planet is full of intelligent life—and it’s beautiful life, too.”

by Ben Karlsen

Genre: Science Fiction

Close Reader Habits

What details help you 
understand the inferences 
that the astronauts made? 
Reread the story. To help 
you answer the questions 
that follow, underline 
the details that tell what 
the astronauts expected 
to find.

1  Slipping off the helmet of her space suit, Shaundra took a deep 
breath, then another. As she had hoped, fresh air filled her lungs. It was 
true: This planet, which she and her crew had spied from the mother 
ship, had an atmosphere like Earth’s. And because it had air, perhaps the 
planet resembled Earth in other ways. Was it possible that she, Miek, 
and Goran had found what humans had long sought? Could there be 
intelligent life here?

2  For hours, the three astronauts wandered through forests and 
meadows filled with flowers of every color, shape, and aroma, but they 
were disappointed. The astronauts saw nothing that looked or acted like 
Earth animals—not even the tiniest insect. Certainly, they met no living 
creature with a human form.

3  Finally, they returned to their landing site. Before entering the 
mother ship, they had to collect samples of the plants. Shaundra grasped 
the stem of a particularly lovely flower and placed her knife against it. 
Suddenly, her eyes opened wide in surprise. “Did you hear that?” she 
asked the other two. “Well, I don’t mean hear, exactly. It was as if this 
flower spoke to my mind. It seemed to be asking me not to 
harm it.” 

4  Miek was about to tease Shaundra when his jaw 
dropped. “I heard it—no, I felt it speak! It wants to know 
where we come from and why we’re here. How should we 
answer it?”

5  “That’s obvious,” replied Shaundra. “We need only to 
think our answers, and this creature will understand. This 
planet is full of intelligent life—and it’s beautiful life, too.”

by Ben Karlsen

Thinking Out Loud
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Read

Thinking Out Loud
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Think Use what you learned from reading the science fiction story to 
respond to the following questions. 

1   This question has two parts. Answer Part A. Then answer Part B.

Part A 
What kind of intelligent life did the astronauts expect to find?

A The astronauts expected to find plants that could 
communicate.

B The astronauts expected to find life forms they had never 
seen before.

C The astronauts expected to find life similar to that on Earth. 

D The astronauts expected to find dangerous creatures.

Part B 
Identify two sentences from  paragraphs 1 and 2 that best support 
your answer to Part A. Write them in the box below. 

Talk 

2  Based on the astronauts’ words and actions, what inferences did 
the astronauts make when they started collecting flowers? Use  the 
Inference Chart on page 183 to organize your thoughts.

Write

3  Short Response Use the information from your chart to describe 
how the characters used evidence to make their inferences. Include at 
least two details from the story to support your answer. Use the space 
provided on page 183 to write your response.

HINT Think about 
what the astronauts 
already knew that 
helped them make 
inferences about 
what they observed.

A science fiction story 
tells about fictional 
settings, characters, 
and events but is 
based on scientific 
knowledge or theories.



Modeled and Guided Instruction

Check Your Writing

 Did you read the prompt carefully?

 Did you put the prompt in your own words?

 Did you use the best evidence from the text to support your ideas? 

 Are your ideas clearly organized? 

 Did you write in clear and complete sentences? 

 Did you check your spelling and punctuation?

182 Lesson 12 Supporting Inferences About Literary Texts ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Don’t forget to 
check your writing.

3  Short Response Explain what inferences you made about the 
parakeet. Include at least two pieces of text evidence to support 
your answer.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HINT To explain 
your inferences, 
give story clues that 
tell about what the 
parakeet does.

Write Use the space below to write your answer to the question on page 179.

ThiefPenny
The 



Guided Practice

Check Your Writing

 Did you read the prompt carefully?

 Did you put the prompt in your own words?

 Did you use the best evidence from the text to support your ideas? 

 Are your ideas clearly organized? 

 Did you write in clear and complete sentences? 

 Did you check your spelling and punctuation?
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2  Use the Inference Chart below to organize your ideas.  

Write Use the space below to write your answer to the question on page 181.

3  Short Response Use the information from your chart  to describe how the characters 
used evidence to make their inferences. Include at least two details from the story to 
support your answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What I Know 
(Experience)

What the Text Says 
(Evidence) My Inference

Thinking Out Loud



Independent Practice
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Genre: Realistic Fiction 

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Read

WORDS TO KNOW
As you read, look 
inside, around, and 
beyond these 
words to figure out 
what they mean.

• immediately

• restore



Supporting Inferences About Literary Texts Lesson 12
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1  My name is Aimee. My real name is Amy, but I prefer Aimee 
since it’s more original and seems kind of French. Sometimes when 
I write Aimee I use a little heart to dot the i, but I think I might be 
growing out of that—I am, after all, almost ten.

2  You would think an almost-ten-year-old wouldn’t need a baby-
sitter, but then again, you’re not my parents. They are convinced that 
I still need a sitter. “It’s your money,” I keep pointing out to them. 
“If you want to throw it away on a baby-sitter, that’s up to you!”

3  Anyway, Emily’s not so bad. Sometimes we actually have fun, 
since she always brings a supply of the newest shades of nail polish 
for me to try. But on this particular night, I was having a hard time 
concentrating on the “Glowing Green Goddess” Emily was applying 
to our fingers and toes. Outside, it poured rain. Lightning flashed 
across the sky, and thunder cracked so loudly it seemed to be 
exploding right in the living room. I could feel myself getting more 
and more nervous—not for myself, of course—I was worried about 
my parents being out in the storm, however. 

4  Just as Emily was putting the finishing touches on my right 
pinky toe, there was a flash of lightning followed immediately by the 
loudest crack of thunder I ’ d ever heard. The television went blank 
and silent, and the hallway light went out, too. I noticed the familiar 
hum of the refrigerator was missing. The house was completely dark 
and silent. Emily stumbled to the window and peered outside.

5  “All the street lights are out. None of the other houses have 
lights either, so the power must be out in the whole neighborhood.” 
She slowly bumped her way over to the phone and picked up the 
receiver. “No dial tone,” she said glumly. “The telephone lines must 
be down too.” She stopped and thought for a moment. “Your parents 
must have a flashlight around here somewhere. Do you know where 
they keep it?”



Independent Practice
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 6  Before I could tell her I had no idea where the flashlight was, 
I started to cry. Yes, it’s true. I cried, I wailed, I boo-hooed like a 
baby. I pressed my hands over my eyes to stop the flow, and still 
the tears kept coming. We were stuck here in the dark and quiet 
forever. And, to top off my fear and misery, what did I hear? Emily! 
Laughing! That was the last straw.

 7  “Here we are,” I sobbed, “stranded in the dark with my  
parents lost, no doubt, in the storm, and you’re laughing!”

 8  “Look Amy,” she said. She reached out for my  
hand. And there, glowing in the dark, were my  
ten fingernails, and down at my feet were my ten  
glowing toenails. I looked over at Emily, whose  
toes and fingers were all aglow too! “Glowing  
Green Goddess” was fluorescent!

 9  “See, we’re not completely in the dark!” she said.  
“We can use our toes and our fingers to guide us. At  
least we won’t bump into each other. Here, grab that  
bottle of nail polish. We’ll search for the flashlight by  
the light of ‘Glowing Green Goddess.’”

10  And we did. We found the flashlight, but we didn’t even use it 
because we preferred getting around the house by “toe-light.” My  
parents eventually got home, and the telephone and electrical 
service were restored. But ever since that night, I have kept an extra 
bottle of “Glowing Green Goddess” around because you never know 
when you might need some polish power!
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Think

Using what you learned from reading the story, respond to the following 
questions. 

1  Which sentence best supports the inference that Amy isn’t having fun 
with Emily that night?

A  “They are convinced that I still need a sitter.”

B  “Sometimes we actually have fun, since she always brings a 
supply of the newest shades of nail polish for me to try.”

C   “But on this particular night, I was having a hard time 
concentrating on the ‘Glowing Green Goddess’ . . . . “

D  “I noticed that the familiar hum of the refrigerator was 
missing.”

2  The following question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then 
answer Part B.

Part A
Which of these inferences about Emily is supported by paragraph 9? 

A  Emily is bossy and loud.

B  Emily is clumsy and stubborn.

C Emily is clever and creative.

D  Emily is kind and caring. 

Part B
Underline one sentence in the paragraph that best supports your 
answer from Part A.

 “See, we’re not completely in the dark!” she said. “We can use our 
toes and our fingers to guide us. At least we won’t bump into each 
other. Here, grab that bottle of nail polish. We’ll search for the 
flashlight by the light of ‘Glowing Green Goddess.’”



Independent Practice

188 Lesson 12 Supporting Inferences About Literary Texts ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

3  The following question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then 
answer Part B.

Part A 
What is the meaning of the word aglow as it is used in paragraph 8 of 
“They Glow by Night”?

A  very excited

B   shining with light 

C   bright green

D  painted 

Part B 
Which detail from the story helps the reader understand the 
meaning of aglow?

A  The girls’ nails helped them see in the dark.

B The nail polish was a very flashy color.

C   The girls were painting their nails. 

D  The girls were very excited to paint their nails.

4  From which sentence can you infer that Amy isn’t as grown-up as she 
thinks she is?

A  “Sometimes when I write Aimee I use a little heart to dot the i, 
but I think I might be growing out of that. . . . “

B  “I could feel myself getting more and more nervous—not for 
myself, of course—I was worried about my parents being out 
in the storm, however.”

C   “Before I could tell her I had no idea where the flashlight was, 
I started to cry.”

D   “But ever since that night, I have kept an extra bottle of 
‘Glowing Green Goddess’ around. . . .”
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 Learning Target
In the lesson, you learned how to use details and examples from 
a story to make inferences about what the story is telling you. 
Write about how making inferences helped you develop a 
better understanding of a story.

 

 

 

 

 

Write

5  Short Response Make an inference about how Amy feels about 
needing a baby-sitter after the events of this story. Explain your 
thinking. Include two details from the story to support your answer.
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4:15 PM 90%

W.4.9: Draw evidence from literary . . . texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research.

W.4.1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, 
supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information. Writing to Analyze  

Literature: Essay

Sharing Ideas About Literature
At last, a long-awaited day has arrived! A new book in the series by Aasif’s 
favorite author is available at the school library. Aasif and his cousin Padma 
are huge fans of the series, which tells about a man named Del who can 
make himself invisible. Padma read the latest book a week ago and has been 
impatiently waiting for Aasif to catch up so that they can discuss it. 

Aasif reads the entire book in just two days, and then immediately sits down 
to write an e-mail to Padma. The tablet below shows part of his e-mail. 

He may not know it, but Aasif is analyzing the book as he writes to Padma. 
By making connections and thinking about how the characters and story 
develop, he is deepening his understanding of the book. 

Lesson 3

Dear Padma,

Wow, this book was the best yet! 
It was exciting and surprising.  
Del has certainly gotten a lot 
bolder since the last book. Can 
you believe he went all by himself 
to face the Legion of the Unseen? 
He never would have done  
that before! I bet it’s because  
Mr. Thorn threatened to take his 
powers away. That really . . . 
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THEME Tales of Bravery

Steps for Writing

On the following pages, you’ll learn the steps for writing your own  
literary analysis essay.

Step 1 Study a Mentor Text

Step 2 Unpack Your Assignment

Step 3 Find Text Evidence

Step 4 Organize Your Evidence

Step 5 Draft Your Essay

Step 6 Revise: First Read 

Step 7 Revise: Second Read

Step 8 Edit for Conventions

What Is Literary Analysis? 
In a literary analysis, a writer makes a claim about an element of literary text.  
A claim is a statement of the writer’s point of view about a character, plot, 
setting, or theme. The claim is based on the writer’s interpretation, or 
understanding, of the text. 

KEY FEATURES  Literary Analysis Essay

• an introduction that names the literary text and prepares readers 
to examine a particular aspect of the text

• a clearly stated claim supported by direct quotations and examples  
from the text

• linking words and phrases that connect one idea to the next

• a conclusion that restates the claim and offers a thoughtful idea  
about the text



FOCUS Read as a Writer
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Lesson 3 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay

Before you write your essay, you’ll study a model. First, read to understand what 
it’s about. Then reread to understand how it was written. 

As you reread the Mentor Text, do the numbered activities. They’ll help you 
understand the key features of a literary analysis essay. 

Is Ramona Really a Pest?
by Maya Phan

1   When you are a little kid, especially a little sister, everyone 
thinks you are a pest. That is certainly true of the main character in 
Beverly Cleary’s book Ramona the Pest. This story is about a little 
girl named Ramona who begins kindergarten on the wrong foot 
and can’t seem to do anything right. Even though Ramona always 
seems to cause trouble, I believe she is just misunderstood most of 
the time.

2  Ramona is misunderstood when she tries to be a model student. 
For example, on the first day of kindergarten, Ramona’s teacher, 
Miss Binney, tells the students to rest. She explains that whoever 
rests the most quietly can be the wake-up fairy. According to the 
story, “Ramona made up her mind that she would get to be the 
wake-up fairy, and then Miss Binney would know she was not so 
bad after all.” This shows that Ramona simply wants Miss Binney to 
like her and see her behaving nicely. In other words, Ramona wants 
Miss Binney to know that she is an excellent student. Because of 
this, Ramona lets out a little snore to “prove what a good rester” she 
is. Suddenly, all of the children laugh and snore until Miss Binney 
scolds them. The children tattle on Ramona as the troublemaker—
the opposite of the model student she was really trying to be.

1  Introduction Some readers 
might think the first sentence is 
untrue. Why do you think the writer 
begins the essay this way? 

 

 

 

 

2  Claim The writer makes her 
claim in paragraph 1. Draw a dashed 
line beneath the sentence where the 
writer states her point of view.

3  Analysis In paragraph 2, 
underline two phrases the writer 
uses to signal that she will explain 
her thinking about this example 
from the story.

MENTOR TEXT: Essay

Step 1 Study a Mentor Text
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3  Ramona is also misunderstood when she tries to be helpful. For 
instance, one day Ramona overhears Miss Binney telling Davy to 
print his capital D with one side “curved like a robin redbreast.” She 
whispers to Davy that the letter needs feathers to look like a bird. 
She thought that “was what Miss Binney wanted, wasn’t it? A D like 
a robin redbreast.” This shows that Ramona was trying to help Davy 
write his letters perfectly. Instead, Miss Binney gets frustrated and 
corrects him once again. When Davy blames Ramona for the mix-
up, Miss Binney says, “Never mind what Ramona says.” Miss Binney 
clearly doesn’t understand that Ramona was trying to help Davy do 
what Miss Binney had asked. The misunderstanding leaves Ramona 
feeling terrible.

4  Finally, Ramona is misunderstood when she tries to enjoy things 
she loves. One rainy day, Ramona sets out to see what her shiny new 
red rain boots can do. “Look at all that nice mud,” she says to her 
friend Howie. This detail shows how excited Ramona gets about 
mud, since not many people would ever call mud “nice.” As Ramona 
marches into a giant mud puddle, the crossing guard, Henry, 
repeatedly warns her that she’s going to get stuck. But Ramona is  
too thrilled with the mud to care. She waves at her kindergarten 
classmates, showing them her huge elephant feet. When Ramona 
does get stuck, she is truly surprised. She worries that she’ll never 
get out, and she even begins to sob. This shows that Ramona is 
scared. She did not mean to get stuck, and she is afraid that she  
can never go back to kindergarten. In this example, Ramona  
does not mean to cause trouble. She simply wants to show off her 
“precious boots.”

5  Because of the things she says and does, Ramona often finds 
herself sitting outside the kindergarten door where the 
troublemakers go. But Ramona actually does not set out to cause 
trouble. In truth, Ramona is misunderstood. She’s not a 
troublemaker—she’s a trouble magnet.

4  Evidence In paragraphs 2–4, 
the writer includes text in quotation 
marks. Where is that text from? Why 
did the writer choose to include it?

 

 

 

 

5  Linking Words and Phrases In 
paragraph 4, the writer uses words and 
phrases that show time to connect the 
events in this example. Draw a box 
around two of these words or phrases.

6  Conclusion The writer restates 
her claim in the last paragraph. 
Draw a dashed line under the 
restated claim.

Quick Write Did Maya Phan 
prove that Ramona is simply 
misunderstood? Explain your answer, 
using examples from her essay.



FOCUS Identify Task, Purpose, and Audience
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Ramona the Pest tells the story of a little girl who is 
beginning kindergarten. At some points in the 
story, the main character is described as a pest. 
At other points, she is described as misunderstood. 
Read the story, and write an essay in which you 
tell which description best fits Ramona. 

In your essay:

• Clearly state your claim: Do you think the story 
shows that Ramona is mostly a pest or mostly 
misunderstood?

• Provide examples from the story, including 
quotations, to support your claim.

• Explain how each example supports your 
claim.

As you have learned, you should always read your assignment carefully to identify 
your task, purpose, and audience. But an assignment for a literary analysis essay 
will not name your audience. Because you do this type of writing at school, you 
should infer that your audience is your teacher and your classmates.  

Modeled Instruction

Maya Phan, who wrote “Is Ramona Really a Pest?” on pages 62–63, was given the 
assignment below. She read it carefully and marked up some important details. 

Read Maya’s assignment. Then read the points in her Think Aloud, which tell 
how she identified her task, purpose, and audience.

Think Aloud 
 Audience I’m writing this for a class in school, so my 

audience is my teacher and my classmates. They have read 
the book, so they are familiar with my topic.

 Purpose This detail helps me understand my purpose 
for writing. The phrase “best fits” means that I need to 
make a decision about which characteristic better describes 
Ramona. Then I need to help my audience understand my 
point of view.

 Task My task is to write an essay that explains which 
description best fits Ramona. The word mostly tells me that 
I have to look for examples of her being a pest and being 
misunderstood in order to make up my mind. I also notice 
that I need to support my claim with examples from the 
story, but specifically I should look for and mark strong 
quotations to use. Lastly, I see that I need to explain how 
each example supports my claim. So I can’t just tell what I 
think, I will also have to tell why I think so.

MAYA’S Assignment

Lesson 3 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay
W.4.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which  
the development and organization are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience.

Step 2 Unpack Your Assignment



Hi, I’m Olive, and I’m 
also going to be doing 

this assignment.
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Your Assignment

Lesson 3 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay

Your Assignment

1  Purpose Draw a dashed line under your purpose for writing. Then explain 
what you want your audience to understand from reading your essay.

 

 

2  Task Underline the phrases that describe your task. Then explain how your 
task is similar to opinion writing that you’ve done before.

 

 

 

Independent Practice

Quick Write Choose two words to describe someone who is important to you. 
Then explain why those words best describe that person. 

HINT Your assignment requires 
you to form an opinion. 

HINT What are the key features of 
opinion writing? 

Guided Practice

Now it’s your turn to write a literary analysis essay. Read Your Assignment 
carefully. Then complete the activities, using the Hints for help.

“Sir Ivaine” tells the story of an adventurous knight. At some points in 
the story, the main character is described as brave. At other points, he is 
described as reckless. Read the story, and write an essay in which you 
tell which description best fits Sir Ivaine. 

In your essay:

• Clearly state your claim: Do you think the story shows that Sir Ivaine is 
mostly brave or mostly reckless?

• Provide examples from the story, including quotations, to support 
your claim.

• Explain how each example supports your claim.

Turn and Talk 
This essay requires you to describe Sir 
Ivaine. What questions do you ask to 
better understand a character? How 
might asking these types of questions 
help you write this essay? 



66 © Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.Lesson 3 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay

Lesson 3  Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay

The Research PathThe Research PathThe Research Path
Writing from SourcesWriting from Sources

Source

Join me on the 
path to gather evidence 

from a source!

Your Source

Return to pages 70–75
Use your mark-up  
strategy to identify  
important details  
in the source. 

REREAD

Reread as a 
Writer

 

 

READ Your Source
Go to pages 70–75

• from “Sir Ivaine”

Find out what this source is about.

Read as a 
Reader
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Text Evidence
REVIEW Your Assignment  

Go to page 65
Reread your task to  
identify the types  
of details you will 
need to include  
in your essay.

Begin Writing! 
Go to pages 80–81

FIND Text Evidence
Go to pages 68–69
Learn how to mark  
important details  
so you can find  
them quickly later on.

Your Assignment

 

 

THINK It Through  

Go to pages 76–77
Complete the activities  
to help you connect  
the details in the  
source to your  
assignment.

ORGANIZE Your Evidence
Go to pages 78–79
Use a chart to  
group your claim,  
examples, and  
analysis so that  
you’re ready to write.

Think It Through

 

 

Need More Information?
Yes, see Write Time, page 77



FOCUS Gather Evidence
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From “Sir Ivaine” page 70

Among Arthur’s Knights of the Round Table 
was one who was a mixture of good and bad. . . . 
His name was Sir Ivaine; brave, kind-hearted, and 
merry; but at the same time fickle, sometimes 
forgetful of his promises, and inclined to make 
light of serious things. . . .

Sir Ivaine was telling of his experience with 
the Black Knight.

“It was when I was very young,” he said; 
“indeed, I had just been made a knight. Some one 
told me of the wicked Black Knight. . . . Knowing 
that he did much evil, I determined to kill him.”

You’ve unpacked your assignment, and you know that your task is to write an 
essay in which you tell whether Sir Ivaine is mostly brave or mostly reckless. 

Now you will reread the story closely and mark evidence of Sir Ivaine’s bravery and 
recklessness. As you read, you will analyze, or think carefully about Sir Ivaine’s 
thoughts, words, and actions. You should also pay attention to what the narrator 
and other characters say about him. As you mark up the text:

• Use a B to mark details that show Sir Ivaine is mostly brave. 

• Use an R to mark details that show Sir Ivaine is mostly reckless. 

Modeled Instruction

To gather evidence for her essay, Olive underlined details and marked up the text 
as she read “Sir Ivaine.” 

Read the text and Olive’s Think Aloud to learn more about the reading  
and mark-up strategies she used.

Think Aloud
 Here, the narrator describes Sir Ivaine as brave.  

That’s an easy one: I will mark this description with a B. 

 Wait! In the same sentence, the narrator says that Sir Ivaine 
is “fickle” and “inclined to make light of serious things.” 
I looked up fickle, and it means “changeable.” “Making light 
of serious things” means that he does not always take 
important things seriously. All these details mean that he is 
sometimes reckless. I’ll mark this description with an R.

 Here, Sir Ivaine tells how he wanted to battle the Black 
Knight when he was very young. He was just recently made 
a knight, so he did not have much experience. This example 
definitely shows that he is brave. I’ll mark it with a B.

Lesson 3 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay

Step 3 Find Text Evidence

B

R

B

W.4.8: . . . gather relevant information from print . . . 
sources. . . .
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Guided Practice

Read the following excerpt from “Sir Ivaine” and note the underlined details. 
Then complete the activities, using the Hints for help.

From “Sir Ivaine” page 71

. . . Sir Kay, who was not always sweet-tempered, said to Sir Ivaine: 
“We all know that you are very polite, but you have more courtesy  
than bravery.”

At that Sir Ivaine said: “I was almost a boy when the Black Knight 
overthrew me, but I could conquer him now.” . . . 

The king asked what the conversation was about, and Sir Ivaine 
repeated the story of his adventure, adding: “And, Sir King, I crave your 
permission to set forth tomorrow to slay this Black Knight who is a pest 
in the land.”

1  The first underlined sentence contains the word bravery. Should this sentence 
be marked with a B? Explain your answer.

 

 

2  Read the second underlined sentence. Is Sir Ivaine being brave or reckless? 
Mark the sentence with a B or an R. Then explain your answer. 

 

  

3  Underline an additional detail that shows Sir Ivaine’s bravery or recklessness. 
Mark it with a B or an R. Then explain your answer.

 

 

HINT The word more shows a 
comparison. What does Sir Kay say 
that Sir Ivaine has more of? 

HINT The word crave means “to 
want eagerly.” 

HINT How does Sir Ivaine view 
himself?

Turn and Talk 
Discuss what it means to be brave and 
what it means to be reckless. Then talk 
about how it is possible for Sir Ivaine to 
be both.
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Source: Story from Legend CollectionLesson 3

1 A mong Arthur’s Knights of the Round Table was one who was a 
mixture of good and bad, as indeed most people are. His name 
was Sir Ivaine; brave, kind-hearted, and merry; but at the same 

time fickle, sometimes forgetful of his promises, and inclined to make 
light of serious things.

2    One night, in the early spring, the knights and ladies of Arthur’s 
Court were sitting in the dining-hall. . . .

3    Sir Ivaine was telling of his experience with the Black Knight.

4    “It was when I was very young,” he said; “indeed, I had just been 
made a knight. Some one told me of the wicked Black Knight who lived, 
and still lives, in a wood a long way from here. Knowing that he did 
much evil, I determined to kill him. I rode to the wood where he lived, 
and in which I found a marble platform. In the middle of it was a sunken 
space holding a fountain. I walked to this, and following the directions 
of some writing which was on the stone, picked up a cup that lay at hand, 
and filling it with water, poured it into the fountain.

5   “Then a great storm of wind and rain arose, and when it was at its 
height the Black Knight rode up and began to attack me. We fought for a 
little while, but he easily overthrew me. Thinking me dead, he rode back, 
leaving me on the ground. But after a time I was able to mount my horse, 
and went back to my mother’s castle.”

by Maude L. Radford, 
King Arthur and His Knights

Sir Ivaine
FROM



71

6   At this moment the king and the queen entered, unperceived by any 
one except Sir Ivaine. The young man, who was always polite, sprang to 
his feet; then the other knights rose. Sir Kay, who was not always sweet-
tempered, said to Sir Ivaine: “We all know that you are very polite, but 
you have more courtesy than bravery.”

7   At that Sir Ivaine said: “I was almost a boy when the Black Knight 
overthrew me, but I could conquer him now.”

8   “It is very easy to say that after you have eaten,” said Sir Kay. “Almost 
any knight feels brave and self-satisfied when he has had a good supper 
of venison.”

9   The king asked what the conversation was about, and Sir Ivaine 
repeated the story of his adventure, adding: “And, Sir King, I crave your 
permission to set forth tomorrow to slay this Black Knight who is a pest 
in the land.”
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Source continued Lesson 3

10    “I have heard of this man,” said the king, “and have often thought of 
sending some one to punish him. But he lives far away, and it has been 
necessary heretofore to right first the wrongs nearest home. Yet now his 
evil deeds and persecutions must cease. Tomorrow a company of us will 
set forth and conquer him and all his people.”

11  The king named some half-dozen of his knights, Sir Ivaine among 
them, who were to undertake this adventure.

12  Sir Ivaine was displeased; he thought that the adventure should be his 
alone. So he rose in the middle of the night and stole away unattended, 
determined to go in advance of the others and kill the Black Knight. It 
did not occur to him that in proving himself brave, he was also proving 
himself disobedient.

13  He rode forth in the darkness, humming merrily to himself. . . . After 
many days of travel, Sir Ivaine reached the forest in the midst of which 
was the castle of the Black Knight. He rode to the platform of stone, 
[and] the Black Knight appeared.

14  He recognized the armor of Sir Ivaine, and said: “Aha! I see I did not 
kill you before, but you shall not escape me this time.”

15  “The best man shall win,” said Sir Ivaine, cheerfully.

16  Then the two began a great combat. Their swords clashed so that  
the noise of the fountain was drowned; they fought so eagerly that they 
were not even aware of the storm. It was not long before the Black Knight 
began to grow weak from the many powerful and death-dealing strokes 
from Sir Ivaine’s sword. At last, seeing that he was mortally wounded, 
the Black Knight turned his horse and galloped in the direction of  
his castle.
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17   . . . Sir Ivaine followed. But he could not quite catch up with the Black 
Knight, although gaining on him inch by inch. By the time the castle 
moat was reached, Sir Ivaine was only five feet behind. The horses 
thundered one after the other over the bridge. The Black Knight rode 
under the portcullis, or sharp iron gate, which was raised. The instant  
he was inside, the portcullis fell, in order to shut out Sir Ivaine.

18  But Sir Ivaine had already passed beneath it. [He] sprang to his feet 
and drew his sword to renew his attack upon the Black Knight, but he 
was already dead, and lay across his panting horse’s neck.

19  Then Sir Ivaine realized what his recklessness had cost him. There he 
was, alone in a strange castle, the lord of which he had killed. Soon the 
people of the castle would come and capture him, for he could not 
escape, since the portcullis was down.
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20  He ran into the castle, and up the stairs leading to the turret. He was 
fast growing weak from the wounds he had received, and his armor was 
heavy. Moreover, in spite of his care, it clashed at every step, and he was 
afraid some one would soon hear him. He had all but reached the top of 
the stairs when the door of the turret room opened, and a little maiden 
looked down upon him. He begged her not to cry out, and telling her 
who he was and what he had done, asked her to hide him.

Source continued Lesson 3
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21  “I will,” she said, “because you are brave and you are wounded, and 
because you have killed that wicked tyrant, the Black Knight. He does 
not own this castle at all; it belongs to a beautiful lady, who is my 
mistress. He keeps her here a prisoner because she will not marry him.”

22  Then the little maiden led him into the turret room. She concealed 
his armor in a hole in the side of the wall, and told him to hide himself 
between the two mattresses of the bed. Before he had time to do so, 
however, they heard a great noise in the courtyard, and looking down, 
saw that the body of the Black Knight had been discovered. 

23  “Quick!” she cried. “The men know that the person who has killed 
our lord must be here. Even now they have begun the search, for they all 
love the Black Knight, although my mistress does not, and they will hang 
you if they find you.”

24  So Sir Ivaine crept between the mattresses, and the little maiden 
hurried down the stairs. Presently Sir Ivaine heard men tramping up the 
turret steps. They often stopped, trying all the doors they came to, and at 
last entered the room in which he lay. One of them, peering into the hole 
in the wall where his armor was, said: “Here is armor.”

25  But another replied: “That is some that once was used by our master; 
there is no need to drag it into the light.”

26  Then they searched among all the furnishings of the room, but found 
no one. At last, as they were leaving, one of the men thrust his sword 
twice through the mattress. The second thrust cut deeply into Sir Ivaine’s 
arm; but as the knight was brave, he did not utter a cry.

27  When the men had gone, he crept out, and found that the cut in  
his arm and his other wounds were bleeding badly. Just then the little 
maiden came in with food. She cried out in alarm when she saw the 
blood, and quickly tore a piece of linen from her robe for bandages. 
When all the wounds had been carefully attended to, she gave him a 
plentiful supper and promised to take care of him until there was a  
good opportunity for him to escape.



Think It Through
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Use details from “Sir Ivaine” to complete the following activities. Your 
responses will help you write your essay.

1  List the details that you marked with a B.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2  List the details that you marked with an R. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

3  Based on the details you have identified, would you describe Sir Ivaine as 
being mostly brave or mostly reckless? Write your claim on the lines below.

 

 

HINT What does Sir Ivaine do 
or say that takes courage? 

HINT When does Sir Ivaine act 
without first thinking about the 
consequences? 

HINT Some details show both 
bravery and recklessness. Did you 
list more details in item 1 or 2? 

W.4.9a: Apply grade 4 Reading standards  
to literature.



Think It Through
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4  What are the strongest examples from the story that support your claim?  
List each example below with a brief explanation of why you chose it.

 Example 1:  

 

 

 

 

 

 Example 2:  

 

 

 

 

 

 Example 3:  

 

 

 

 

 

HINT Which examples would 
best help your readers to 
understand your point of view?

77

Write Time
Return to the story to look for 
quotations that support each of 
your examples. Draw a star beside 
each quotation you wish to use.
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Now it’s time to organize your evidence so you’re ready to write. In a literary 
analysis essay, you support your claim with examples from the story, including 
direct quotations that illustrate your point of view. You also provide analysis for 
each example that makes your thinking clear and convincing. As you write your 
essay, each example and its analysis will make up one paragraph.

Modeled Instruction

To organize her examples and analysis, Olive created the chart below. 

Notice the organization of Olive’s chart. Then read the excerpt and choose 
another quotation to help her support her example.

Step 4 Organize Your Evidence

Lesson 3 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay
W.4.5: With guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed  
by planning . . .

W.4.8: . . . take notes and categorize information. . . . 

FOCUS Plan Your Essay

Olive’s Chart

My Claim: Sir Ivaine is best described as reckless.

Example 1 He goes off alone to fight the Black 
Knight. 

Quotation(s) • “He thought that the adventure should 
be his alone.”

•  

 

 

 

Analysis The king felt that it would take six men to 
beat the Black Knight. Sir Ivaine was too 
proud and ignored the King’s wishes so that 
he alone could be the hero.

From “Sir Ivaine” page 72

The king named some half-dozen of his 
knights, Sir Ivaine among them, who were to 
undertake this adventure. 

Sir Ivaine was displeased; he thought that the 
adventure should be his alone. So he rose in the 
middle of the night and stole away unattended, 
determined to go in advance of the others and 
kill the Black Knight. It did not occur to him 
that in proving himself brave, he was also 
proving himself disobedient.

R
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Guided Practice

Olive’s classmate Sweet T made the opposite claim. Help him continue filling 
out his chart by completing the activities. Use the Hints for help.

From “Sir Ivaine” pages 72–73

Then the two began a great combat. Their 
swords clashed so that the noise of the fountain 
was drowned; they fought so eagerly that they 
were not even aware of the storm. It was not long 
before the Black Knight began to grow weak from 
the many powerful and death-dealing strokes 
from Sir Ivaine’s sword. At last, seeing that he was 
mortally wounded, the Black Knight turned his 
horse and galloped in the direction of his castle.

. . . Sir Ivaine followed. But he could not quite 
catch up with the Black Knight, although gaining 
on him inch by inch. By the time the castle moat 
was reached, Sir Ivaine was only five feet behind.

Sweet T’s Chart

My Claim: Sir Ivaine is best described as brave.

Example 1 Sir Ivaine fought the Black Knight alone. 

Quotation(s) “It was not long before the Black Knight 
began to grow weak from the many 
powerful and death-dealing strokes from 
Sir Ivaine’s sword.”

Analysis
 

 

 

HINT Look at the adjectives used 
to describe the “strokes from Sir 
Ivaine’s sword.” 

HINT What two options did Sir 
Ivaine have once the Black Knight ran 
away? What did he choose? 

Turn and Talk 
Share an additional example that you 
plan to use in your essay. Ask for 
feedback as you tell what quotations 
and analysis you would use to support 
the example. 

1  Read the underlined sentence. How does this quotation support  
Sweet T’s claim? Write your explanation in the Analysis row of the chart.

2  Underline another example in the passage that supports Sweet T’s claim.  
Explain how this example supports the claim. 

 

 

Independent Practice

Write Time In your own chart, write your claim and the examples that support 
it. Add at least one quotation and your analysis for each example.
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Review the main parts of a literary analysis essay. Then refer back to this 
information as you write your draft to be sure you include each part.

W.4.1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting 
a point of view with reasons and information.

W.4.1a: Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an 
opinion, and create an organizational structure in  
which related ideas are grouped to support the  
writer’s purpose.Step 5 Draft Your Essay

Lesson 3 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay

FOCUS Write an Introduction

Parts of a Literary Analysis Essay 

INTRODUCTION

Tells the topic of  
your essay and  

states your claim

Your introduction prepares your readers for the focus of 
your essay. It should include: 

• A clever hook, such as a question or observation, to 
grab the readers’ attention. 

• The background information needed to understand 
the topic of the essay, including the author, title, and a 
general description of the story. 

• The claim that you will support throughout the essay. 

BODY

Supports your claim 
with text evidence

Each paragraph or section of the body should develop 
one example that supports your claim. It should include:

• A detailed description of a scene or event, including 
direct quotations. 

• Insightful analysis of the example that explains how it 
supports the claim.

• Linking words and phrases that connect your ideas 
and make them easier to follow.

CONCLUSION

Restates your claim 
and sums up  
your analysis 

Your conclusion should leave your readers with a strong 
understanding of your claim. It should include:

• A review of the essay’s main topic.

• The claim, restated to emphasize your point of view. 

• A closing thoughtful idea about the text.
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Draft Your INTRODUCTION

Practice writing the parts of your introduction. Study each example from the 
Mentor Text. Then try to do something similar in your own essay. 

Hook Your Reader

Mentor 
Text

When you are a little kid, especially a little sister, everyone thinks you are a pest.

Your 
Essay

 

 

 

Provide Background Information

Mentor 
Text

That is certainly true of the main character in Beverly Cleary’s book  
Ramona the Pest. This story is about a little girl named Ramona who begins 
kindergarten on the wrong foot and can’t seem to do anything right.

Your 
Essay

 

 

 

State Your Claim

Mentor 
Text

Even though Ramona always seems to cause trouble, I believe she is just 
misunderstood most of the time.

Your 
Essay

 

 

 

Independent Practice

Write Time Use your ideas from this page to begin drafting your introduction. 
Then begin drafting your body paragraphs.

HINT How would you describe the 
story in one sentence to someone 
who had never read it?

Draft Your INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

BODY

CONCLUSION

HINT Your claim is your opinion 
about which trait best describes  
Sir Ivaine. 

HINT How could you show that 
there are two sides to Sir Ivaine?

Turn and Talk 
Discuss how the introduction to your 
literary analysis essay is similar to the 
introduction of an opinion writing 
piece. Name a strategy you have 
learned from opinion writing that you 
could apply here.
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INTRODUCTION

BODY

CONCLUSION

Draft Your BODY

Remember that as you write your essay, you will support your claim with examples 
that include quotations. A quotation is one or more words copied directly from the 
story and set between quotation marks (“ “). In a literary analysis essay, a quotation 
is a lot like a fact. Your audience will be more convinced by your analysis if they can 
see exactly what the text says. Here are two ways to use quotations: 

• Introduce the quotation. Alert your readers that you will quote the text. 
According to the story, ”Ramona decided that she would be first in line.”

• Insert the quotation. Flow words from the story together with your own words. 
Ramona lets out a little snore to “prove what a good rester” she is. 

Modeled Instruction

Read the excerpt from “Is Ramona Really a Pest?” Note the underlined details, 
and complete the activities to show how the quotations support the claim.

W.4.1b: Provide reasons that are supported  
by . . . details.

Ramona is also misunderstood when she tries 
to be helpful. For instance, one day Ramona 
overhears Miss Binney telling Davy to print his 
capital D with one side “curved like a robin 
redbreast.” She whispers to Davy that the letter 
needs feathers to look like a bird. She thought 
that “was what Miss Binney wanted, wasn’t it? 
A D like a robin redbreast.” This shows that 
Ramona was trying to help Davy write his letters 
perfectly. Instead, Miss Binney gets frustrated 
and corrects him once again. 

From MENTOR TEXT page 63

1  Why did the writer include the quotation in the 
underlined sentence?

  

  

  

2  Underline another example of a quotation in the Mentor 
Text. In what way does the writer use the quoted text? 

  

  

   

Lesson 3 Step 5 Draft Your Essay continued

FOCUS Add Quotations
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Olive’s Chart

My Claim: Sir Ivaine is best described as reckless.

Example 1 He goes off alone to fight the Black 
Knight. 

Quotation(s) • “He thought that the adventure should 
be his alone.”

• “It did not occur to him that in proving 
himself brave, he was also proving 
himself disobedient.”

Analysis The king felt that it would take six men 
to beat the Black Knight. Sir Ivaine was 
too proud and ignored the King’s wishes so 
that he alone could be the hero.

Guided Practice

Olive used the notes in her chart to write the draft below. Now she must find ways 
to develop her ideas by adding quotations. 

Read Olive’s notes and draft. Complete the activities, using the Hints for help.

Olive’s Draft
The king agrees that a group of knights should 

kill the Black Knight. Sir Ivaine wants to do it 
alone. While everyone sleeps, Sir Ivaine leaves. 
Although he wants to prove he is brave, this act 
actually shows how reckless he is. It would have 
been safer to go with the others. By going alone, 
he is also “proving himself disobedient.”

4  Read the underlined sentence in Olive’s draft. Rewrite the sentence on the 
lines below to include a quotation from her notes.

 

 

5  Draw an arrow from a quotation in Olive’s chart to the quotation she used in 
her draft. Explain how the quotation improves the draft. 

 

 

Independent Practice

Write Time Finish drafting the body of your essay. Then draft a conclusion using 
the tips in the chart on page 80 for help.

HINT Look back at the Mentor 
Text. How can you start a sentence so 
that it flows into a quotation?

HINT What is significant about the 
word disobedient?

Turn and Talk 
With a partner, look through your notes 
and identify quotations you can add to 
your draft. Practice introducing and 
inserting the quotation aloud, and 
discuss which version flows better in 
the essay. 



Ramona the Pest is about a little girl named 
Ramona who begins kindergarten on the wrong 
foot and seems to stay there. Ramona isn’t really 
the troublemaker she seems, however.

Ramona is misunderstood when she tries to 
be a model student. For example, on the first day 
of kindergarten, Miss Binney tells the students to 
rest. She says that whoever rests the most quietly 
can be the wake-up fairy. Ramona decides to be 
the best rester. This shows that Ramona wants 
Miss Binney to see her behaving nicely. In other 
words, Ramona wants Miss Binney to know that 
she is an excellent student. Because of this, 
Ramona lets out a little snore. All of the children 
laugh and snore until Miss Binney scolds them. 
The children tattle on Ramona as the 
troublemaker—the opposite of the model student 
she was really trying to be.
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W.4.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development and organization are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.

W.4.5: With guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed  
by . . . revising. . . .

As you revise, use your Literary Analysis Writing Checklist to check your writing. 
Work through the checklist, one line at a time. Reread the related parts of your 
essay to decide whether you did your best possible work for each trait described. 
In this step, you will practice checking your essay for two of the traits in the 
categories of Organization and Elaboration.

Modeled Instruction

The Mentor Text writer, Maya Phan, used the same checklist to evaluate her draft.

Read her Think Aloud to see how she checks her essay.

Think Aloud 
 Organization Does my introduction clearly state my 

claim? I say, “Ramona isn’t really the troublemaker she 
seems, however.” But that’s not quite clear enough. What I 
really want to say is that Ramona is misunderstood. I’ll 
replace the last sentence with this claim: “Even though 
Ramona always seems to cause trouble, I believe she is just 
misunderstood most of the time.”

 Elaboration Do I use enough quotations from the story 
to support my claim? I haven’t used any! I think I do a good 
job of describing what happens in this example, but I need 
to select some quotations to provide strong support.

 I’ll replace “Ramona decides to be the best rester” with 
a sentence from the story: “Ramona made up her mind that 
she would get to be the wake-up fairy, and then Miss 
Binney would know she was not so bad after all.” That’s 
strong evidence of Ramona trying to be a model student.

 I’ll also add a quotation to show why Ramona lets out a little 
snore—to “prove what a good rester” she is. That supports my 
idea that Ramona is misunderstood when she is trying to be 
a model student.

MENTOR TEXT Draft

Guided Practice

Read the excerpt below from Olive’s draft of the assignment. Then complete 
the activities. Use the Hints for help.FOCUS Organization and Elaboration

Lesson 3 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay

Step 6 Revise: First Read
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Guided Practice

Read the excerpt below from Olive’s draft of the assignment. Then complete 
the activities. Use the Hints for help.

Olive’s Draft
In “Sir Ivaine,” is the character Sir Ivaine brave? Or is he reckless?  

In truth, he is both, but in my opinion he is more one than the other.

First, I think Sir Ivaine is more reckless than brave when he sneaks 
off to kill the Black Knight alone after the king had selected a half-dozen 
knights to go. He should be careful on this important mission, but his 
pride makes him act recklessly.

1  Organization Does Olive’s introduction clearly state her claim? Explain your 
answer. If you think it does not, then suggest a revision.

 

 

 

 

2  Elaboration Olive’s second paragraph provides an example, but no quotations. 
Reread page 72 of “Sir Ivaine” and suggest at least one quotation that supports 
her claim. Explain why the quotation makes the example stronger.

 

 

 

  

Independent Practice

Write Time Use the Literary Analysis Writing Checklist passed out by your 
teacher to evaluate your draft for Ideas, Organization, and Elaboration.

HINT Read the entire excerpt to 
understand Olive’s point of view.

HINT Look for details that reveal 
Sir Ivaine’s feelings about going after 
the Black Knight alone.

Turn and Talk 
Take turns reading aloud your 
introductions. Discuss whether each 
essay has a clearly stated claim. Suggest 
revisions as needed.
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W.4.2d: Use precise language . . . to inform about or 
explain the topic.

L.4.3a: Choose words and phrases to convey ideas 
precisely.

In this step, you’ll look for ways to present your ideas with precise language. 
Good writers use precise words to express their ideas as clearly as possible.

Below are examples of precise words you might use in a literary analysis essay. 
Notice how they provide more specific information than the vague words. 

Vague Words Precise Words

 think
believe – to hold an idea 
strongly

imagine – to picture in one’s mind

  say
whisper – to tell something 
in a low voice

explain – to tell how or why 
something is the way it is

When revising your writing for language, ask yourself: Is there another word or 
phrase I can use to more accurately express what I want to say?

Modeled Instruction

Read the following excerpt from “Is Ramona Really a Pest?” Note how 
Maya Phan uses precise words to be clear. Then complete the activities.

. . . This story is about a little girl named Ramona 
who begins kindergarten on the wrong foot and 
can’t seem to do anything right. Even though 
Ramona always seems to cause trouble, I believe she 
is actually just misunderstood most of the time.

Ramona is misunderstood when she tries to be 
a model student. For example, on the first day of 
kindergarten, Ramona’s teacher, Miss Binney, tells 
the students to rest. She explains that whoever 
rests the most quietly can be the wake-up fairy.

From MENTOR TEXT page 62

1  Explain why the writer chose to write I believe rather  
than I think.

  

  

2  In the last sentence, the writer uses the word explains. 
In an earlier draft, she used the word says. Explain why the 
writer revised her word choice.

  

  

Step 7 Revise: Second Read

Lesson 3 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay

FOCUS Use Precise Language

Language Handbook For more 
information about precise words and 
phrases, turn to page 206.
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Guided Practice

Read the following paragraph from an early draft of the Mentor Text. 
Then use the Hints to complete the activities that follow.

3  Read this sentence from the draft:

She says quietly to Davy that the letter needs feathers to look like a bird. 

 Which word best replaces the underlined phrase with more precise language? 
Circle the correct answer. 

A imagines

B explains

C thinks

D whispers

4  Read this sentence from the draft:

Of course, that’s what she thought of right away, so why wouldn’t it?

 Which phrase best replaces the underlined word with more precise language? 
Circle the correct answer. 

A believed

B explained

C imagined

D said

Independent Practice

Write Time Use the Literary Analysis Writing Checklist passed out by your 
teacher to evaluate your draft for Language.

HINT What does quietly mean? 
Look for a similar description in the 
chart on page 86.

HINT Plug the definitions from the 
chart into the sentence. Choose the 
one that makes the most sense. 

Ramona is also misunderstood when she tries to be helpful. One day 
Ramona hears Miss Binney telling Davy to print his capital D with one 
side “curved like a robin redbreast.” She says quietly to Davy that the 
letter needs feathers to look like a bird. Of course, that’s what she 
thought of right away, so why wouldn’t it? This shows that Ramona was 
trying to help Davy write his letters perfectly.

MENTOR TEXT Draft

Turn and Talk 
Take turns reading aloud your drafts, 
identifying where your partner could 
replace vague words and phrases with 
more precise ones.
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W.4.5: With guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed  
by . . . editing.

L.4.2a: Use correct capitalization.

The last step is to make sure that your spelling, grammar, and punctuation are 
correct. In this step, you’ll focus on the types of nouns you should capitalize. 

• A noun that names a non-specific person, place, or thing is a common noun. 
Common nouns are not capitalized. 

• A noun that names a specific person, place, or thing is a proper noun. 
Proper nouns are always capitalized.

The following chart shows examples of both common and proper nouns.

Common 
Nouns

girl puppy state place month day language

Proper 
Nouns

Ramona 
Quimby

Benji Ohio
Fleet 

Street
January Monday Spanish

Modeled Instruction

The Mentor Text writer, Maya Phan, drafted a report on Beverly Cleary, who 
wrote Ramona the Pest. Read Maya’s draft. Then complete the activities.

1  In the first sentence, four words need capital letters. 
Draw wavy lines under the words that need capital letters. 

2  The second sentence has three words with mistakes in 
capitalization. Draw a box around each word.

3  The rest of the draft has six words with mistakes in 
capitalization. Cross out those words. Then, write the correct 
form of the proper noun above the crossed-out word.

Beverly Atlee bunn, who would grow up to 

write the Ramona books, was born on sunday, 

april 12, 1916, in oregon. She lived on a Farm in a 

Town named yamhill until she was six years old. 

Her Family then moved to portland, Oregon, 

where she grew up. She went to College in 

Berkeley, california, and graduated in 1938. 

In september 1940, she married clarence Cleary. 

MAYA’S REPORT Draft

Step 8 Edit for Conventions

Lesson 3 Writing to Analyze Literature: Essay

FOCUS Capitalize Proper Nouns

Language Handbook To learn 
more about capitalizing proper 
nouns, turn to pages 198 and 200.
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Guided Practice

Read the following excerpt from a draft of Maya Phan’s report on Beverly 
Cleary. Then complete the activities. Use the Hints for help.

4  Read this sentence from the draft:

It is about a Boy named henry who lives on klickitat street, a real Street  
just a few blocks from where She grew up.

 How should this sentence be written? Write the corrected sentence on the 
lines below.

 

 

 

5  Read this sentence from the draft:

 Her Books have been translated into many Languages, including french, 
German, and chinese.

 Which four words in the sentence have mistakes in capitalization?  
Draw a box around each of the four words to show your answer.

Independent Practice

Write Time Use the Literary Analysis Writing Checklist passed out by your 
teacher to evaluate your draft for Conventions.

HINT Some nouns name specific 
people, places, or things. Others 
do not.

HINT Does each noun name a 
specific person, place, or thing? Or 
are some not specific?

Cleary’s first book, Henry Huggins, was published in 1950. It is about 
a Boy named henry who lives on klickitat street, a real Street just a few 
blocks from where She grew up. This began a career that lasted decades 
and produced dozens of books. Her Books have been translated into 
many Languages, including french, German, and chinese.

MAYA’S REPORT Draft

Turn and Talk 
Discuss how an essay with incorrect 
capitalization might affect your 
audience. Then review your partner’s 
draft, looking for any mistakes in the 
capitalization of nouns.



Name    Date  
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LESSON 3 Organizing Evidence Chart
Write your claim and an example that supports it. Write one or more 
quotations and your analysis beneath the example.

My Claim:  
 

Example         

 

 

Quotation(s)
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis
 

 

 

 

 



Name    Date  
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LESSON 3 Literary Analysis Writing Checklist: Essay

Ideas/Purpose Yes No

• Do I identify and describe the literary text I am writing about?

• Do I clearly state the topic of my essay and the claim I am making?

• Do I make the purpose of my essay clear to my readers?

Elaboration/Evidence Yes No

• Do I use enough quotations from the story to support my claim?

• Do I use strong examples from the story to support my claim?

• Do I explain how my quotations and examples support my claim?

Organization Yes No

• Does my introduction clearly state my claim after offering a clever hook and 
important background information about the literary text?

• Does each paragraph in the body present one example supported by quotations 
and my analysis?

• Does my conclusion review my topic, restate my claim, and give my readers an 
idea to think about?

Language/Vocabulary Yes No

• Do I use linking words and phrases to connect my ideas and make them easier  
to understand?

• Are there any vague words I need to replace with more precise words?

Conventions Yes No

• Have I checked my grammar and usage to make sure there are no errors?

• Have I used correct punctuation and capitalization in all of my sentences?

• Are there any words whose spellings I need to check?

NOTE Students revise and edit their writing by asking and answering these questions.
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Dear Family,
     Use with Ready Instruction Lesson 3

One way your child is learning to subtract is to use place value in a 
subtraction problem such as 4,002 − 2,153. 

In this problem, you need to regroup in order to subtract. 
A place-value chart can show the regrouping.

Lesson 3
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L3: Add and Subtract Whole Numbers20

Read the problem below. Then explore different ways to subtract numbers.

Last week, Mr. Diaz flew 4,002 miles for work. This week, he flew 2,153 miles. 

How many more miles did Mr. Diaz fly last week than this week?

Model It

You can use place value to subtract 4,002 2 2,153.

You can’t subtract 3 from 2, so you need to borrow and regroup to subtract the ones 
digits. Write 4,002 in a place-value chart. You can’t borrow from the tens or hundreds 
places, so borrow from the thousands place. Keep regrouping until you can subtract.

Thousands Hundreds Tens Ones
4 0 0 2

3 10 0 2

3 9 10 2

3 9 9 10 1 2 5 12  

Now you can subtract.

Thousands Hundreds Tens Ones
3 9 9 12

2 2 1 5  3
1 8 4  9

Part 3: Modeled Instruction

4 thousands 5 3 thousands 1 10 hundreds

10 hundreds 5 9 hundreds 1 10 tens

10 tens 5 9 tens 1 10 ones 

Instead of using a place-value chart, your child is also learning to show 
the regrouping above the problem.

4,002 
2 2,153

1,849

3 101012

Invite your child to share what he or she knows about adding and 
subtracting whole numbers by doing the following activity together. 

9 9

This week your child is learning to add and 
subtract whole numbers.
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Adding and Subtracting Whole Numbers Activity

Do an activity with your child to practice adding and subtracting 
numbers.

• Adding Numbers: Ask your child to come up with a four-digit 
number less than 5,000. This will be the “special” number.  
 Example: Your child picks 3,854.

• Have your child ask a family member for a four-digit number less 
than 5,000.  
 Example: The family member picks 2,093.

• Ask your child if he or she thinks the sum of the number and the 
“special” number will be greater than or less than 5,000.  
 Example: Your child says it will be greater than 5,000.

• Have your child add the two numbers to check his or her answer.   
 Example: 3,854 1 2,093 5 5,947; your child is correct!

• Subtracting Numbers: Now have your child pick a four-digit 
number less than 9,000. Make the “special number” 9,000 
this time. 

• Ask your child if he or she thinks the difference between 9,000 
and his or her number will be greater than or less than 5,000.

• Have your child subtract the two numbers to check his or 
her answer.

Look for real-life opportunities to practice adding and subtracting 
numbers with your child.



Introduction
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Use What You Know

Lesson 3 Add and Subtract Whole Numbers

Lesson 3
Add and Subtract Whole Numbers

a. What operation can you use to find the number of stamps Katie and  

Steve have in all?  

b. What is the sum of the digits in the ones place?       

c. What is the sum of the digits in the tens place?       

d. What is the sum of the digits in the hundreds place?       

e. What is the sum of the digits in the thousands place?       

f. Which place value has a sum greater than 10?       

g. Explain how you can find the number of stamps Katie and Steve have in all.

   

   

   

   

   

Katie has 3,437 stamps in her collection and Steve  
has 942 stamps in his collection. How many  
stamps do Katie and Steve have in all?

In this lesson, you will use place-value understanding and basic facts to add 
and subtract numbers. Take a look at this problem.

MGSE4.NBT.4
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Find Out More

There are many different ways to add numbers. For example, you can use base-ten 
blocks, or place-value drawings. You can also break numbers apart and add the parts. 
When you add numbers in the thousands, some methods are more convenient 
than others. 

To add numbers, you can stack them and line up place values. Here is one way to find 
the sum in the problem on the previous page. Add from right to left. Add the ones, 
add the tens, add the hundreds, and then add the thousands.

 

3,437 
1  942

9 
70 

1,300 
13,000

4,379 

 

 7 ones 1 2 ones 5 9 ones 
 3 tens 1 4 tens 5 7 tens 
 4 hundreds 1 9 hundreds 5 13 hundreds, or 1 thousand 1 3 hundreds 
 3 thousands

Katie and Steve have 4,379 stamps in all.

Reflect
1  The same problem is solved below by adding left to right: thousands, hundreds, 

tens, ones. Describe how the methods are alike and how they are different.

3,437 
1   942

3,000 
1,300 

70 
1    9 

4,379

  

  

  



Modeled and Guided Instruction

Learn About
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Lesson 3

Lesson 3 Add and Subtract Whole Numbers

Adding Whole Numbers

Read the problem below. Then explore different ways to add four-digit numbers.

At a fair, 4,657 ride tickets were sold on Saturday and 3,804 were sold on Sunday. 
How many tickets were sold in all during those two days?

Model It You can use place value to add. Add ones to ones, tens to tens, 
hundreds to hundreds, and then thousands to thousands.

 

4,657 
1 3,804

11 
50 

1,400 
1 7,000

8,461

Model It You can record the sums by showing regrouping above the problem.

 

4,657 
1 3,804

1

1

  7 ones 1 4 ones 5 11 ones, or 1 ten 1 1 one

 

4,657 
1 3,804

61

1

  1 ten 1 5 tens 1 0 tens 5 6 tens

 

4,657 
1 3,804

461

1 1

  6 hundreds 1 8 hundreds 5 14 hundreds, or 1 thousand 1 4 hundreds

 

4,657 
1 3,804

8,461

1 1

  1 thousand 1 4 thousands 1 3 thousands 5 8 thousands

 

 7 ones 1 4 ones 5 11 ones, or 1 ten 1 1 one 
 5 tens 1 0 tens 5 5 tens 
 6 hundreds 1 8 hundreds 5 14 hundreds, or 1 thousand 1 4 hundreds 
 4 thousands 1 3 thousands 5 7 thousands
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Connect It Now you will see how to solve the problem by showing all the 
steps at once.

2  Here is what the second Model It looks like showing all the steps at once.

  

4,657 
1 3,804

8,461

1 1

The sum of the ones values is 11. Where do you see the 11 in the equation above?

 

3  The sum of the hundreds values is 1,400. Where do you see the 1,400 in the 
equation above?

 

4  Why is there a 1 above the tens place and above the thousands place?

 

 

 

5  Explain how to add two four-digit numbers if you need to regroup ones 

 and hundreds.  

 

 

 

Try It Use what you just learned to solve this problem. Show your work two 
ways on a separate sheet of paper.

6  A video game company sold 5,680 copies of its new game on the first day and 
3,235 copies on the second day. In those two days, how many copies of the game 

did the company sell?        



Modeled and Guided Instruction

Learn About
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Lesson 3

Lesson 3 Add and Subtract Whole Numbers

Subtracting Whole Numbers

Read the problem below. Then explore different ways to subtract numbers.

Last week, Mr. Diaz flew 4,002 miles for work. This week, he flew 2,153 miles. 
How many more miles did Mr. Diaz fly last week than this week?

Model It You can use place value to subtract 4,002 2 2,153.

You cannot subtract 3 from 2. So you need to regroup. Write 4,002 in a place-value 
chart. There are zeros in the tens and hundreds places. So you cannot regroup the 
tens or hundreds yet. Start by regrouping the thousands place. Keep regrouping until 
you can subtract.

Thousands Hundreds Tens Ones

4 0 0 2

3 10 0 2

3 9 10 2

3 9 9 10 1 2 5 12

Now you can subtract.

Thousands Hundreds Tens Ones

3 9 9 12

2 2 1 5 3

1 8 4 9

4 thousands 5 3 thousands 1 10 hundreds

10 hundreds 5 9 hundreds 1 10 tens

10 tens 5 9 tens 1 10 ones 
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Connect It  Now you will solve the problem from the previous page by 
showing regrouping.

4,002 
2 2,153

  

4,002 
2 2,153

3 10

  

4,002 
2 2,153

3 1010

  

4,002 
2 2,153

1,849

3 101012

7  How is regrouping thousands shown in the problem above?  

 

8  Why is the 10 crossed out in the hundreds column?  

 

9  Explain the regrouping shown in the tens column.  

 

10  Why are 12 ones shown in the ones column?  

 

11  Explain how to subtract two four-digit numbers if you need to regroup in 

 all places.  

 

 

 

Try It  Use what you just learned to solve these problems. Show your work on 
a separate sheet of paper.

12  There were 11,402 fans at the Hawks game and 9,617 fans at the Bulls game. How 

many more fans attended the Hawks game than the Bulls game?  

13  129,027 2 98,918 5       

99 9



Guided Practice

Practice
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Adding and Subtracting Whole Numbers

Example

Pair/Share
What is another way 
you could solve this 
problem?

Pair/Share
How did you decide 
which operation  
to use?

What operation  
can you use to solve  
this problem?

The student regrouped  
1 ten as 10 ones. 

14  The population of Turtle Valley is 407,989. The population of  
Art Creek is 86,966. What is the total population of the two cities?

 Show your work.

Solution  

Sallie earned $4,580 last month. Her bills for that month totaled 
$3,178. How much money does Sallie have left after she pays  
her bills?

Look at how you could show your work.

4,580 
2 3,178 

1,402

710

Solution    

Study the example below. Then solve problems 14–16.

$1,402



©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted. 23Lesson 3 Add and Subtract Whole Numbers

Pair/Share
How can you tell if 
Cara’s answer is 
reasonable by looking 
at the two given 
heights?

Pair/Share
How can you check 
your answer?

Do you use addition or 
subtraction to solve this 
problem?

Do you need to regroup 
to solve this problem?

15  On Friday, 13,728 tickets were sold for a play. On Saturday, 
15,419 tickets were sold, and 12,399 tickets were sold on Sunday. 
What was the total number of tickets sold for the play?

 Show your work.

Solution  

16  The Pyramid of Khafra, in Egypt, is 448 feet tall. The Eiffel Tower, 
in France, is 1,063 feet tall. How much taller is the Eiffel Tower 
than the Pyramid of Khafra? Circle the letter of the correct answer.

A 515 feet

B 615 feet

C 625 feet

D 1,511 feet

Cara chose D as the correct answer. How did she get that answer?

 

 

 



Independent Practice

Practice
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Adding and Subtracting Whole Numbers

Solve the problems.

1  Josh’s web site had 805,289 visitors. Diego’s site had 784,976 visitors. How many more 
visitors did Josh’s site have than Diego’s?

A 20,313

B 21,313

C 101,713

D 181,713

2  Prince Edward Island in Canada is made up of three counties: Kings, Prince, and 
Queens. In 2011, there were 17,990 people living in Kings County and 44,348 people 
living in Prince County. How many people were living in Queens County if the total 
number of people living on Prince Edward Island that year was 140,204?

A 62,338

B 77,866

C 122,134

D 202,542

3  Tell whether each number sentence is True or False.

a. 538 1 491 5 1,029    True  False

b. 8,902 2 3,407 5 5,405   True  False

c. 16,234 2 5,235 5 999   True  False

d. 729 1 385 5 1,014    True  False



Self Check
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Go back and see what you can check off on the Self Check on page 1.

4  Seventh- and eighth-grade students attend the junior high school. This year there are 
122 more seventh graders than there were last year. Use this information to fill in the 
data missing from the table.

7th Graders 8th Graders Total

Last Year 1,043 2,185

This Year 1,027

5  A school raised $13,809 during its fall fundraiser and $20,786 during its winter 
fundraiser. The total fundraising goal for the school year is $50,000. How much more 
money does the school need to raise during the spring fundraiser to reach its goal?

 Show your work.

Answer The school needs to raise          during the spring fundraiser.

6  Effie’s store has 10,908 more comic books than Brody’s store. Brody’s store  
has 45,607 comic books. How many comic books do Effie’s and Brody’s stores  
have together?

 Show your work.

Answer The stores have           comic books altogether.



Week 4:  Tuesday 

 

 



4th Grade - Week 4 

Standards: 

VA4.CR.2 Create works of art based on selected themes.  
b. Create representational works of art from direct observation (e.g. landscape, still life, portrait, 
proportion).  

VA4.RE.1 Use a variety of approaches for art criticism and to critique personal works of art and the 
artwork of others to enhance visual literacy.  

c. Use a variety of strategies to critique, discuss, and reflect on personal works of art and the 
work of others.  
 

Materials: 

Pencil, paper 

Crayons/markers/colored pencils (if you have them) 

Directions: 

 Begin by looking at the image of Jeff Jordan’s Curiosity. Where do you see the Elements of Art 

(line, shape, color, texture, space, value, form) in this painting? Is there one Element that you notice the 

most? Today we’re going to talk about Space. If you notice, the chicken in this painting looks like a giant! 

This is because Jeff Jordan painted the chicken to look like it was really big. How do you think he did 

that? There are two parts to this answer. The first part is that he made the chicken take up a lot of space 

on the page. The second part is a technique called Scale. Scale is how big or small you draw an object. 

When you add other details around that object, you use another technique called Proportion. 

“Proportion” is how big or small something looks compared to the objects around it. Usually artists use 

this technique to make sure that their art “makes sense.” For example, making sure a person’s head is 

not too big for their body in a portrait, or a tree is not too small compared to the other objects in a 

landscape. However, artists can purposely use proportion to make their work silly or fun, like Jeff 

Jordan’s painting. There are other examples of proportion included if needed.  

 After looking at Jeff Jordan’s painting, create your own drawing using proportion. If you need an 

idea of what to draw- think of a character from your favorite movie! What types of details can you 

include so it looks like that character? (Think of hair style and color, outfit, and other details like glasses 

or accessories). Now, draw your character as if they are a giant OR as if they are as small as an ant. Once 

you’ve drawn your character, fill the rest of the page with other details like buildings, trees, or other 

people. Remember to draw those objects in proportion to your character- if your character is a GIANT, 

everything around them should be smaller. If your character is ant-sized, everything around them should 

be big. If you have crayons or other materials to color, finish your drawing by adding color! 

Vocabulary: 

Space, Proportion, Scale, Jeff Jordan, details 

 

 



     Curiosity by Jeff Jordan  
Project Example:  

  
  
  



Spoonbridge and Cherry by Cleus Oldenburg, 
Sculpture   

   
  



  Scene from Godzilla, 1954  
  

Balloon Animal Sculptures by Jeff Koons     
 



Social Studies 
 Grade 4 

Week 4 (September 7-11, 2020) 
 

Wednesday 
 
Step 1: Students will view the American Revolution chart below for visual images and key facts about 
three of the key players of the American Revolution. 
 
Note to parent: Students will likely not know who any of the people pictured in the chart are, but they 
should familiarize themselves with who they are as they will learn more about key players and groups of 
the American Revolution over the next two weeks.  
 
 

Key Players of the American Revolution 

   
A scientist, writer, and 
inventor. He helped edit the 
Declaration of Independence  

One of the nation’s founding 
fathers. H serves as the first 
vice president and second 
president of the nation 

A politician and lawyer. He 
was famous for his “give me 
liberty or give me death” 
speech 

 
Step 2: Students will review additional information on Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and Patrick 
Henry. They will use the information to complete the reflection question.  
 

Who was Benjamin Franklin? 
Benjamin Franklin was one of the most important and influential Founding Fathers of the United 
States of America. Franklin spent the next several years working at various jobs in London and 
Philadelphia. In 1729, Franklin became the publisher of a newspaper called the Pennsylvania Gazette. 
As a newspaper publisher, Franklin became a prominent voice in Pennsylvania politics and his 
reputation began to grow throughout the American colonies. In the 1750s and 1760s, Franklin spent 
much of his time in London, England. Later, he represented all of the American colonies when he 
spoke out against the much hated Stamp Act of 1765. His arguments eventually led to the repeal of 
the act by Parliament. 

 
  



 

Who was John Adams? 
The First Continental Congress took place from September 5 through October 26, 1774. Members of 
the First Continental Congress included John Adams, Patrick Henry, and George Washington. In the 
1780s, Adams served as a diplomat in Europe and helped negotiate the Treaty of Paris 
(1783), which officially ended the American Revolutionary War (1775 -83). From 1789 to 
1797, Adams was America’s first v ice president. He then served a term as the nation’s 
second president.   

 

Who was Patrick Henry? 
was one of the Founding Fathers of the United States and the first governor of Virginia. ... His 
rousing speeches—which included a 1775 speech to the Virginia legislature in which he 
famously declared, “Give me liberty, or give me death!”—fired up America's fight for 
independence. 

 
Step 3: Students will answer the reflection question below using the information they learned about the 
three founding fathers. 
 

Reflection Question 
 
Each of the Founding Fathers discussed today shared similar beliefs. Why are examples of the things 
they had in common and why do you think they shared those characteristics or beliefs? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Optional Additional Resources 

Note to parent: Ebsco, a research database, provides The American Revolution for Kids: A History with 21 
Activities for students. If students are interested in additional readings or activities associated with The 
American Revolution, please access the resource at the link below. Please contact the METI at your child’s 
school for assistance in accessing The American Revolution for Kids: A History with 21 Activities. 
 
For students to view the video, please make sure student is on ClassLink (https://launchpad.classlink/fcs). 
Once in ClassLink, click on MackinVia. On another tab, visit https://bit.ly/AmRev4kids.  
  



 
The American Revolution for Kids: A History with 21 Activities 

 
https://bit.ly/AmRev4kids 

 



Week 4 September 7-11 

Physical Education 4th Grade Day 1 Locomotor Skills and Movement Patterns  

Standard Prioritized Standard: PE4.1 The physically educated student will demonstrate 
competency in a variety of motor skills and movement patterns. Locomotor a. 
Uses various locomotor skills in a variety of small-sided games, dance, and 
educational gymnastics experiences. b. Creates a repeatable dance, gymnastics, 
or exercise routine when combining locomotor movement patterns.  

Brief Description Activity Description: Student will engage in a 30-minute at home locomotor 
circuit training activity. Student will perform 15 motor movement skills, (running 
jumping, galloping) each locomotor movement involves (traveling from place to 
place). Student will perform each locomotor movement for 60 seconds of all-out 
effort, resting 10 seconds in between movements.  After students have 
completed first circuit, the student will complete the non-locomotor 
movements the circuit should be do at moderate speed. After completion 
student will initiate a cool down phase to hydrate and slow heart rate down. 

 

4th GRADE DAY 1 LOCOMOTOR/NON-LOCOMOTOR DESCRIPTIONS 

Directions: Students will warm up with light stretching before initiating the activity. Students should also 

hydrate before, during, and at completion of the circuit. 

Locomotor Skill Locomotor Movements 
Description 

Non- Locomotor Movement 
Description 

1. Walk             

Moving from place to place 
with one foot on the ground at 
a time alternating between 
both feet. 

Staying in one spot while 
stepping in place alternating 
between both feet. 

 2.  Jog       Same as running but at a much 
slower pace. 

Running in place at a much 
slower pace. Faster than a 
walk, slower than a run 

3. 2 feet 
hop 

Traveling from place to place 
moving up and down on both 
feet. 

Staying in one spot while 
moving up and down on both 
feet. 

4.  Skip          

Traveling around by stepping 
and hopping with the same 
foot and then alternating, i.e. 
step, hop, step, hop, step, hop, 
etc. 

Staying in one spot stepping 
and hopping as you alternate 
between both feet. 

5. Gallop  

Traveling from place to place 
with one foot always in the 
lead. 

Staying in one spot with one 
foot out front, move by rocking 
back and forth transferring 
your weight from the lead foot 
to the back foot. 

 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/robinhutton/16128371743/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


6. Walk Backwards  

Moving from place to place 
with one foot on the ground at 
a time alternating between 
both feet in the reverse 
direction. 

Staying in one spot step one 
foot at a time in the reverse 
direction moving in a small 
circular motion. 

7. Marching     

Moving from place to place 
same as walking except you 
should bring your knees high to 
your chest as you step. 

Stay in one spot stepping in 
place bringing your knees high 
to your chest. 

8. Hopping on 
1 foot            

Traveling from place to place 
moving up and down on one 
foot. 

Staying in one spot move up 
and down on one foot. 

9. Skating  

Traveling from place to place 
glide by stepping forward in a 
diagonal motion alternating 
from your left to right foot. 

Staying in one spot step in a 
diagonal motion alternating 
from side to side. 

10. Leaping     

Traveling from place to place 
Jumping forward with one leg 
outstretched taking off on one 
foot and landing on the other. 

Staying in one spot jumping 
with one leg outstretched 
landing on the front foot, then 
jumping back to the back foot. 
Repeat this motion. 

11. Tip Toe       

While traveling from place to 
place carefully walk on the 
balls of your feet. 

Staying in one spot take 
alternating steps on the balls 
of your feet. 

12. Tip Toe       

While traveling from place to 
place carefully walk on the 
balls of your feet. 

Staying in one spot take 
alternating steps on the balls 
of your feet. 

13. Tightrope 

 

Travel by walking on an 
imaginary line one foot in front 
of the other. 

Stay in one spot and step one 
foot in front of the other then 
one foot behind the other. 

14. Slide

 

Travel from place to place 
galloping sideways. 

Stay in on spot and, side-step 
to the right and then side-step 
to the left alternating from side 
to side. 

15. Run   

Traveling at a faster pace were 
sometimes both feet are in the 
air while traveling. 

Staying in one spot while 
moving your feet up and down 
at a medium to fast pace 
alternating between both feet. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Junior_Track_and_Field_Championships
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://euskaljakintza.com/gaurkohitza/2014/09
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Week 4:  Thursday 

 

 



Name: _______________________________________ 

 

Classroom Teacher: ____________________________________ 

 

Over the last three weeks, we have learned several rhythms! Draw a 

line to match the notes with their names.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Dotted Half Note 

 

Whole Note 

 

Quarter Note 

 

Sixteenth Notes 

 

Eighth Notes 

 

Half Note 



Notes have matching rests! Let’s learn about the matching rests.  

 

 

Quarter Rest = 1 beat of silence 

 

 

Half Rest = 2 beats of silence   

 

 

Whole Rest = 4 beats of silence  

 

 

Eighth Rest = ½ of a beat of silence   

 

The Magical Dot! 

Some notes and rests have a dot by their symbol. When you see a dot by a 

note, you add half of the value of the note. Let’s take a look at an example.  

 

The dotted half note is a great example. You already know that the dotted 

half note equals three beats. Let’s talk about how!  

 

 

 

 

 

 



The half note = 2 beats  

 

 

The dot adds half the value of the note it is attached to.  

In this case, half of two = 1.  

 

Take the half note value of two, plus half of it’s value 1, and you get a total 

of 3.  

 

 

 

 

 

You practice on your own!  

 

 

 

 

  

 

How would you work the equation below? 

 

 

 

 

 

2 1 3 

   

   



If you guessed 1 and ½ beats, you are correct! The quarter note equals 

one beat. The dot is half the value of the note, which is half of a beat. Add 

one beat and half of a beat and you get a dotted quarter note that equals 

one and a half beats!  

 

A common rhythm pattern you will see in music is the dotted quarter note 

followed by a single eighth note. A single eighth note looks like a quarter 

note with a flag. The single eighth note lasts for half of a beat.  

 

 a single eighth note = half a beat 

 

 

To count a dotted quarter note followed by a single eighth note, you would 

say taee ti.  

 

 

 

 

Explore clapping and saying the following rhythm pattern on your own. Say 

taee ti ta ta. 

 

 

 

 

Now try this pattern! Ta ta taee ti.  

 

 

 



Try to teach a family member about the dot and your music math.  

 

Next week we will transfer from using rhythm syllables to reading rhythms 

with numbers!  

 



Social Studies 
 Grade 4 

Week 4 (September 7-11, 2020) 
 

Friday 
 
Step 1: Students will view the American Revolution chart below for visual images and key facts about 
two of the key players of the American Revolution. 
 
Note to parent: Students will likely not know either of the people pictured in the chart, but they should 
familiarize themselves with who they are as they will learn more about key players and groups of the 
American Revolution over the next two weeks.  
 
 

Key Players of the American Revolution 

 
 

A silversmith and patriot most famous for his 
role in warning the people along the way to 
Lexington and Concord that the British 
soldiers were coming 

American hero in the Revolutionary War until he 
switched sides and fought for Britain, becoming 
one of the most famous traitors in American 
history 

 
Step 2: Students will read the information on Paul Revere and view the map of his infamous ride.  
 
The following information, The Real Story of Revere’s Ride, comes from www.paulrevere.org. 
 

The Real Story of Revere’s Ride 
 

In 1774 and the spring of 1775 Paul Revere was employed by the Boston Committee of 
Correspondence and the Massachusetts Committee of Safety as an express rider to carry news, 
messages, and copies of important documents as far away as New York and Philadelphia. 
 
On the evening of April 18, 1775, Paul Revere was summoned by Dr. Joseph Warren of Boston 
and given the task of riding to Lexington, Massachusetts, with the news that regular troops were 
about to march into the countryside northwest of Boston. According to Warren, these troops 
planned to arrest Samuel Adams and John Hancock, who were staying at a house in Lexington, 

http://www.paulrevere.org/


and probably continue on to the town of Concord, to capture or destroy military stores — 
gunpowder, ammunition, and several cannon — that had been stockpiled there (in fact, the 
British troops had no orders to arrest anyone — Dr. Warren’s intelligence on this point was 
faulty). Revere contacted an unidentified friend (probably Robert Newman, the sexton of Christ 
Church in Boston’s North End) and instructed him to show two lanterns in the tower of Christ 
Church (now called the Old North Church) as a signal in case Revere was unable to leave town. 
The two lanterns meant that the British troops planned to row “by sea” across the Charles River 
to Cambridge, rather than march “by land” out Boston Neck. 
 
Revere then stopped by his own house to pick up his boots and overcoat, and proceeded the 
short distance to Boston’s North End waterfront where two friends waited to row him across the 
river to Charlestown. Slipping past a British warship in the darkness, Revere landed safely. After 
informing Colonel Conant and other local Sons of Liberty about recent events in Boston and 
verifying that they had seen his signals in the North Church tower, Revere borrowed a horse 
from John Larkin, a Charlestown merchant and a patriot sympathizer. While the horse was being 
made ready, a member of the Committee of Safety named Richard Devens warned Revere that 
there were a number of British officers in the area who might try to intercept him. About eleven 
o’clock Revere set off. After narrowly avoiding capture just outside of Charlestown, Revere 
changed his planned route and rode through Medford, where he alarmed Isaac Hall, the captain 
of the local militia. He then alarmed almost all the houses from Medford, through Menotomy 
(today’s Arlington) — carefully avoiding the Royall Mansion whose property he rode through 
(Isaac Royall was a well-known Loyalist) — and arrived in Lexington sometime after midnight. 
 
In Lexington, as he approached the house where Adams and Hancock were staying, a Sergeant 
Monroe, acting as a guard outside the house, requested that he not make so much noise. 
“Noise!” cried Revere, “You’ll have noise enough before long. The regulars are coming out!” At 
this point, Revere still had difficulty gaining entry until, according to tradition, John Hancock, who 
was still awake, heard his voice and said “Come in, Revere! We’re not afraid of you” and he was 
allowed to enter the house and deliver his message. 
 
About half past twelve, William Dawes arrived in Lexington carrying the same message as 
Revere. After both men had “refreshed themselves” (gotten something to eat and drink) they 
decided to continue on to Concord, Massachusetts to verify that the military stores had been 
properly dispersed and hidden away. A short distance outside of Lexington, they were over-
taken by Dr. Samuel Prescott, who they determined was a fellow “high Son of Liberty.” A short 
time later, a British patrol intercepted all three men. Prescott and Dawes escaped; Revere was 
held for some time, questioned, and let go. Before he was released, however, his horse was 
confiscated to replace the tired mount of a British sergeant. Left alone on the road, Revere 
returned to Lexington on foot in time to witness the latter part of the battle on Lexington Green. 
 



 
 

Reflective Question 
Did Paul Revere finish his midnight ride? Why did you arrive at that conclusion? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



Step 3: Students will read the information on Benedict Arnold and answer the follow-up questions.  

 

 
 



Follow-up Questions 
Why did Benedict Arnold feel disrespected after Fort Ticonderoga? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How did Benedict Arnold betray his family? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



This Photo by Unknown 

The Joy of Enthusiasm 

 

 

Enthusiasm is a good feeling that you get when you are excited about a goal and are motivated 

to work toward that goal. You feel enthusiasm when you are working on a project that you really enjoy. 

Enthusiasm is a big part of success.  

The greatest benefit of enthusiasm is that it is infectious and so, when you are enthusiastic, you 

also inspire others, therefore they will do their tasks with more focus and confidence. This will speed 

your journey towards success. It is a proven fact that people follow enthusiastic & passionate leaders. 

Directions: Write or discuss the following with an adult, friend, or sibling. 

Write or tell 3 reasons why you think the emoji at the top of the page is enthusiastic. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Write down or tell someone about three things that you are enthusiastic about. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

How is enthusiasm helpful? ______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does it mean to be enthusiastic? ____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

How can you teach a friend or family member about enthusiasm?  _______________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Write or tell a short story about one of the emoji, at the top of the page, who is optimistic. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Enthusiasm /noun/ Intense and eager 

enjoyment, interest, or approval. 

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/boundless-business/chapter/performance-promotion-and-firing/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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