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Third Grade 
September 7-11, 2020 

 

Student Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

School: ________________________________________________________Teacher: ___________________ 

Monday 
Labor Day - No School  

 

Tuesday 
English Language Arts: ELAGSE3RL3 and ELAGSE3W3 ELA Learning Packet – Week 4 

Reading: Read page 134 and complete page 135. Read “A Puppy for Oscar” on page 136 and complete the 
numbered activities on page 137. The short response can be found on page 140.  
Writing: Read pages 82-85, complete the numbered activities 1-6, and the Quick Write on page 85.  

Math: MGSE3.NBT.2  
Complete the Lesson Quiz 13.  After completion, use the answer key to check your answers.  Use the Error 
Analysis document to correct mistakes and review any misunderstandings from work completed previously in 
the week.  

Science: S3L1a, S3L1b, and S3L1c 
Students will make claims about how plants and animals adapt to Georgia’s lands. Students will use p. 132-134 
for this task. 

Art: VA3PR.1a and VA3PR.1c 
Hi third graders! This week I want to learn about you! That’s right, you’re going to be creating a self-portrait! 
Before we begin, I want you to think about three words that describe you. Do you have your three words? If so, 
grab a pencil and a piece of paper and let’s go!  

4, 2020 

Wednesday 
English Language Arts: ELAGSE3RL3 and ELAGSE3W3 
Reading: Read “The Snowstorm” on page 138 and complete the numbered activities on page 139. The short 
response can be found on page 141.  
Writing: Read page 86.  Complete Guided Practice and Independent Practice on page 87.  

Math: MGSE3.NBT.2 
Complete Regrouping to Subtract: Learn About It (pgs. 124-125)  
Complete Subtracting Hundreds, Tens, and Ones: Learn About It (pgs. 126-127) 
*You can cut out and use the Base 10 Blocks that have been provided with your packet for additional support.  

Social Studies: SS3G3a 
Students will match the regions with the American Indian groups that settled there, and answer questions 
based on details of American Indian groups.  
Physical Education: PE3.1.c and PE3.1.f 
Activity Description: Spend 30 minutes on the “Cardiovascular” component of fitness. Students should start by 
spending 5 minutes warming up the body with stretches. Then students will participate in a 5x5x5 cardio workout. 
Spend 5 minutes walking, then 5 minutes jogging, then 5 minutes running. Allow yourself a 2-minute breather in 
between exercises.   

 

https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%203%20ELA.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%203%20Math%20-%20Tuesday%20Lesson%2013%20Quiz.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%203%20Math%20-%20Tuesday%20Lesson%2013%20Quiz%20Answer%20Key.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%203%20Math%20-%20Tuesday%20Error%20Analysis%20form.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%203%20Math%20-%20Tuesday%20Error%20Analysis%20form.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%203%20Science%20-%20Tuesday%20Worksheets.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%203%20Art.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%203%20Math%20-%20Wed-Fri.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%203%20Math%20-%20Wed-Fri.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%203%20Math%20-%20Wednesday%20Base10Blocks.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%203%20Social%20Studies%20-%20Wednesday.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%203%20Social%20Studies%20-%20Wednesday.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%203%20PE%20-%20Wednesday.pdf
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Third Grade 
September 7-11, 2020 

 

 

Thursday 
English Language Arts: ELAGSE3RL3 and ELAGSE3W3 
Reading: Read “Stone Soup” on pages 142-143 and complete the numbered activities on pages 144-145.  
Writing: Read the Research Path on pages 88-89.  Read “Folktales” on pages 92-95.  Read page 90 and complete 
the Guided Practice on page 91.  

Math: MGSE3.NBT.2 
Complete Subtract Three-Digit Numbers: Use What You Know (pgs. 128-129)  
Complete Subtracting Three-Digit Numbers: Guided Practice (pgs.130-131)  
*You can cut out and use the Base 10 Blocks that have been provided with your packet for additional support.  

Science: Science: S3L1a, S3L1b, and S3L1c 
Students will create a model of Georgia’s lands. Students will use pp. 135-136 for this task. 

Music: ESGM3.PR.2 

Write rhythm patterns and play on homemade instruments. Complete activity sheet.   

2020 

Friday 

English Language Arts: ELAGSE3RL3 and ELAGSE3W3 
Reading: Reread “Stone Soup” on pages 142-143 and complete the numbered activities on page 
146.  Complete the Learning Target on page 147.  
Writing (Finding Text Evidence): Reread your assignment found on page 87.  Review the strategy on 
page 90.  Reread “Folktales” on pages 92-95 using the mark-up strategy from page 86-87 to help you identify 
important details in the source.  

Math: MGSE3.NBT.2 
Complete Subtracting Three-Digit Numbers: Independent Practice (pgs. 132-133).  Ignore the Self Check at 
the bottom of page 133.  
Ready Center Activity 3.22: Add and Subtract Numbers within 1000 (This can be completed independently or 
with a partner).  
*You can cut out and use the Base 10 Blocks that have been provided with your packet for additional support.  

Social Studies: SS3G3a 
Students will view a picture collage and record their understanding of the physical systems that impacted 
American Indian groups to settle permanently or not.   
Social Emotional Learning/Health: 
Enthusiasm is a good feeling that you get when you are excited about a goal and are motivated to work toward 
that goal. Complete the worksheet to learn more about the importance of enthusiasm.  

 

Fulton County Schools greatly appreciates the partnership with Curriculum Associates, LLC and the permission to provide 

Remote Learning Math lessons and ELA lessons in Grades 3-5.   

https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%203%20Math%20-%20Wed-Fri.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%203%20Math%20-%20Wed-Fri.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%203%20Science%20-%20Thursday%20Worksheets.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%203%20Music.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%203%20Math%20-%20Wed-Fri.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%203%20Math%20-%20Friday%20Ready%20Center.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%203%20Social%20Studies%20-%20Friday.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/september%207-11/Grade%203%20Social%20Studies%20-%20Friday.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/September%207-11/SEL%20Week%204%20Worksheet.pdf


 Create a comfortable reading environment. 

 Establish a routine. Designate a specific time for 
your child to read for at least 15 minutes every day. 

Do you have a child who is having a hard time being 
engaged for 15 minutes of uninterrupted reading? If so, 
reduce the time. Start with 8 minutes (or less if 
necessary) and then after you see the child reading for 
the entire 8 minutes for a few days, then move it up to 
10 minutes. Continue adding time as your child builds 
his/her stamina. 

Grade 3 ELA Unit 1 Parent Overview 

Our reading and writing standards are organized into 6-week units.  Your child will engage in lessons for Unit 1 from August 17-

September 25.  Unit 1 will focus on reading literary standards and narrative writing. These standards will be addressed in multiple 

units throughout the year; therefore, mastery of the standards is not expected until the end of the year. 

Online Access to Books 

Fulton County Library Website 

 http://fulcolibrary.org/ 

Register for a library card online 

https://bit.ly/30xCLCT 

Fulton County Library Curbside Service 

https://bit.ly/3jumRBC 

Students should independently read a book of their choice for 

15 minutes a day in addition to the lessons in the learning 

packet. The book a student selects should be something the 

child can read on his/her own without much assistance. At the 

beginning of the year, we work on building students’ reading 

stamina. Stamina is a child’s ability to read for stretches of time 

without becoming distracted or distracting others.  

MackinVIA 
Students have access to a complete 
eResource management system 
providing eBooks, read-alongs, 
audiobooks, databases, and videos. 

Go www.fultonschools.org. Find Classlink. Your child’s username is their 
student ID and their password is their birthdate (MMDDYYYY). 
Click the e-library app folder. Click on MackinVIA.  

Reading Standards  Literary 

Your child will engage in lessons aligned to the following reading standards throughout the unit: 

• RL1:  Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for
answers.

• RL7:  Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create
mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting).

• RL2:  Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson,
or moral, and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text.

• RL3:  Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to
the sequence of events.

• RL4:  Determine the meaning of words and phrases both literal and non-literal language as they are used in the text.

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffulcolibrary.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cweiserp%40fultonschools.org%7C0daaa2f17bc144068b1b08d82cc34a76%7C0cdcb19881694b70ba9fda7e3ba700c2%7C1%7C0%7C637308564562015499&sdata=WAFS3v6HMIPSsEyEzIhaYNKaQkpqNeanXAMzKfATsJA%3D&reserved=0
https://bit.ly/30xCLCT
https://bit.ly/3jumRBC


  Q and A 

Writing Standards  Narrative 

Your child will engage in lessons aligned to the following writing and language standards throughout this unit: 

W3:  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear 
event sequences. 

a. Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.
b. Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the response

of characters to situations.
c. Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order.
d. Provide a sense of closure.

                   NEW writing piece starting this week!
There is a very predictable pattern to the writing work 
students will engage in. Students will plan, draft, revise, 
edit, and publish one writing piece every 3 weeks.  

 Week 1 Students will plan. 

 Week 2 Students will draft and revise. 

 Week 3 Students will revise, edit, and publish. 

Q: I didn’t pick up a learning packet the first

week. Should I just start with the writing lessons 
for week 2? 

A: It will be hard to start with the plan for week

2 since it builds off the work that students did 

week 1. To allow for some families who may not 

have been able to pick up a learning packet one 

week, we have included all the lessons in each 

weekly learning packet. Do what you can in the 

week you missed so you can complete the work 

assigned for the current week. If you need further 

guidance, reach out to your child’s teacher. 

If you see a page number referenced that has a letter 

after the page number, it is an additional resource 

located at the back of the writing section in the 

learning packet. 



1 Have conversations before, during,  
and after reading together

These activities are typically appropriate for children in kindergarten through third grade.

Having conversations when reading with children helps them develop higher-
level thinking and language skills, such as predicting, problem solving, or 
contrasting. While reading books aloud, ask the child questions and talk about 
the content of the story together before, during, and after reading.

• Use open-ended questions to ask the child to think about the book’s messages and 
what is happening. See the box below for examples of questions to ask children 
when reading different types of books.

• Ask the child to apply the book’s messages to the world around him by connecting 
events to his own life.

• Ask more and more complex questions, so the child continues to build her 
vocabulary and language skills.

• What would happen if you planted  
a tree in the desert? 

• Why do birds fly south for winter?

• Why is it important to recycle?

Example questions for

informational books
that explain facts about the world, 
such as books about animals

 

? • Why did the character do what he did?

• What else could she have done?

• If you were in that story, what would 
you have done?

Example questions for

narrative books
that are about a series of events,  

 whether fictional or nonfictional,
such as stories

What skills will this practice help build? 
Having conversations about what they are reading helps children build vocabulary and develop skills using 
language typically found in school settings. Building their skills to think and connect ideas from many contexts 
allows children to follow more complex language, which they might find in stories, instructions, and descrip-
tions of historical events or nature.

  

What Works Clearinghouse™
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Introduction

Lesson 9

Learning Target

Read Characters are the people or animals in a story that 
face a challenge. A challenge is a problem that needs to be 
solved. Describing how characters respond to challenges will 
help you get to know them better.

Look at the picture. What is the challenge? How does 
each character respond? Think about why each boy acts 
that way.

Describing how characters in a story respond to 
important events and challenges will help you 
understand how and why they act the way they do.

Describing How Characters Act

It’s broken 
forever.

I can fix that for you!

ELAGSE2RL3



Theme:  Overcoming Challenges Lesson 9

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted. 135Lesson 9 Describing How Characters Act

Academic Talk 
Use these words to talk about the text.

• challenge• characters • respond

Talk What will make the little boy happy? Use what you see in 
the picture to answer.

Think Complete the chart. Tell what the challenge is. Then tell 
how each character responds to it.

What the Challenge Is How the Characters Respond

 • Little boy

• Older boy



Modeled and Guided Instruction

Read

136 Lesson 9 Describing How Characters Act ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Genre: Realistic Fiction

 by Jane Lawrence

1  Oscar wanted a puppy more than anything in the world. 
But his mom kept saying they could not have a dog in their 
apartment.

2  “We do not have a yard,” she said. “And a dog needs 
space to run.” 

3  Oscar had an idea. There was a city park very close to 
their apartment. The park was really big. Maybe part of it 
could be turned into a park for dogs. Then Oscar’s puppy 
would have a place to run! 

4  Now Oscar needed to turn his idea into a plan. Oscar 
worked very hard. He wrote letters to newspapers. He 
wrote to the mayor about his idea for a dog park.  
He talked to people about his idea. Then he got  
many of them to sign their names to a letter  
saying they wanted a dog park, too.

5  It took over a year, but Oscar finally got his  
dog park. And then he got what he really  
wanted—a new puppy!

Close Reader Habits

Circle a sentence that 
tells what Oscar’s 
challenge is. 
Underline a sentence 
that tells how he 
responds to the 
challenge.

A Puppy 
for  Oscar



Describing How Characters Act Lesson 9

Explore

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted. 137Lesson 9 Describing How Characters Act

 What is the challenge in this story, and how does 
Oscar respond to it?

Think

1  Complete the chart to help you understand Oscar’s challenge 
and how he responds to the challenge.

How Oscar Responds to the ChallengeOscar’s Challenge

Talk 

2  What is the main thing Oscar does to respond to his challenge? 
Describe an event from the story to explain your answer.

Write 

3  Short Response What do Oscar’s actions tell you about him? 
Use an event from the story to explain your answer. Write your 
answer in the space on page 140.

HINT What does 
Oscar do? Make a 
list of the things he 
does in the story.

Rereading the 
story will help you 
figure out how 
Oscar responds to 
his challenge.



Guided Practice
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Read Genre: Realistic Fiction

by Annika Pedersen

1  The wind blew hard, shaking the barn. Outside, the 
falling snow whipped this way and that. Inside, Greta and 
her mother counted the sheep they had just brought down 
from the mountain. One of the sheep was missing, but 
which one? They saw that Lizzie, one of the new lambs, 
had been left behind.

2  Greta and her mother started back up the mountain to 
look for her, but there wasn’t much time. Already, they 
could hardly see a thing in the heavy, blowing snow. 
“Lizzie! Lizzie!” they called out.

3   At last, they heard her crying back baa-aa-aa! They had 
found Lizzie, but now they were lost. How would they find 
their way home? Their whole world had gone white!

4   Then Greta saw a stream nearby. The blinding snow  
was still melting in it! She and her mother could  
follow the stream’s twisting dark line down  
the mountain. It would lead them back to the  
gate near their barn.

5   Greta held the little lamb tight. Soon,  
everyone would be safe at home. 

Close Reader Habits

What problem do 
Greta and her mom 
have after they find 
Lizzie? Underline two 
sentences that tell 
you what challenge 
they face.

  The Snowstorm



Describing How Characters Act Lesson 9
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Think

1  Why is finding the lost lamb a challenge for Greta and her 
mother?

A  They are not really sure the lamb is still missing.

B  They know they will be in great danger from the storm.

C  They have already climbed the mountain once and are 
worn out.

D  They are afraid to leave the sheep alone in the barn.

2  Which best tells about the challenge that Greta and her mother 
must face after they find Lizzie?

A  They can’t get Lizzie to stop crying baa-aa-aa.

B  They are getting very cold from the wind and snow.

C  They have to make sure there aren’t any other lost sheep.

D  They can’t see how to get back home in the snowstorm.

Talk 

3  What do Greta and her mom do to respond to the challenge of 
finding the lost sheep? Tell your partner.

Write 

4  Short Response Tell what Greta sees in the storm and how 
it will help her, her mother, and Lizzie get home. Write your 
answer in the space on page 141.

HINT Think about 
how Greta 
responds to the 
new challenge 
they face.

Rereading the 
story will help you 
figure out how the 
characters face a 
challenge.



Modeled and Guided Instruction

Check Your Writing
 Did you read the question carefully?

 Can you say the question in your own words?

 Did you use proof from the text in your answer?

 Are your ideas in a good, clear order?

 Did you answer in full sentences?

 Did you check your spelling, capital letters, and periods?

Don’t forget to check your writing.

140 Lesson 9 Describing How Characters Act ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Write Use the space below to write your answer to the question on page 137.

3  Short Response What do Oscar’s actions tell you  
about him? Use an event from the story to explain  
your answer.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HINT What does 
Oscar do? Make a 
list of the things he 
does in the story.

A Puppy for  Oscar



Guided Practice

Check Your Writing
 Did you read the question carefully?

 Can you say the question in your own words?

 Did you use proof from the text in your answer?

 Are your ideas in a good, clear order?

 Did you answer in full sentences?

 Did you check your spelling, capital letters, and periods?

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted. 141Lesson 9 Describing How Characters Act

Write Use the space below to write your answer to the question on 
page 139.

4  Short Response Tell what Greta sees in the storm and 
how it will help her, her mother, and Lizzie get home.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HINT Think about 
how Greta responds 
to the new challenge 
they face. 

  The Snowstorm



Independent Practice

Lesson 9 Describing How Characters Act

Read

by Elsa Southern

142

Genre: Folktale

1     A long time ago, a tired traveler walked into a small village. 
He was hungry and stopped at the first house he saw to ask for 
some food. He knocked, and a young woman holding a baby 
opened the door. 

2   “Do you have a bit of food for a tired traveler?” the man 
asked. “I have been walking all day without a bite to eat.”

3   “I’m sorry, but I have barely enough food for my family,” 
the woman said. 

4   When the other people in the village heard the man, they 
started shutting their doors. “Go away! We have only enough 
food for ourselves,” they shouted from behind their locked 
doors.

5   The traveler sat down in the town square and thought for a 
while. Then he had a wonderful idea. “I only ask for a pot and 
some water!” he shouted. He took three gray rocks out of his 
pocket. “With these special stones I will  
make a delicious stone soup.”

WORDS TO KNOW
As you read, look 
inside, around, and 
beyond this word 
and phrase to 
figure out what 
they mean.

• barely

• town square
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 6  “Who has ever heard of stone soup?” the villagers laughed. But 
some of the people were curious. They brought the traveler a pot 
filled with water.

 7  The traveler started a fire under the large pot of water. When it 
began to boil, he slowly added the three stones. After a while, he put 
his nose over the pot and breathed in. “Ah,” he said with a twinkle in 
his eye. “This is almost perfect. If only we had some onions.”

 8  A villager quickly grabbed a bag of onions and passed it to the 
traveler, who added them to the pot. 

 9  “Oh!” sighed the traveler, breathing in again with his nose over 
the pot. “This is almost perfect! If only we had some potatoes.”

10  The villagers ran to their homes. They came back carrying not 
only potatoes, but carrots and peas and beans and corn. Everyone 
wanted to help.

11  Very soon there was enough delicious soup for everyone in the 
village! They all ate soup until they were no longer hungry.

12  Even today, people tell the story of how such a wonderful soup  
could be made from stones.
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Independent Practice
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Think Use what you learned from reading “Stone Soup” to answer 
the following questions.

1  This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then answer 
Part B.

Part A 
What challenge does the traveler face when he first comes to 
the town?

A He is tired and needs a place to spend the night.

B He knocks on a door and a young woman holding a 
baby answers.

C He is hungry and hopes someone will give him food.

D He wants to fix a dinner but doesn’t have a pot.

Part B 
Underline a sentence from paragraph 1 below that best tells 
about the answer in Part A.

A long time ago, a tired traveler walked into a small 
village. He was hungry and stopped at the first house 
he saw to ask for some food. He knocked, and a young 
woman holding a baby opened the door. 

2  What is the challenge the traveler faces when no one will 
help him?

A He has to find wood so that he can build a fire to keep 
warm.

B He needs to learn how to make friends with everyone in 
town first.

C He has to walk to another town where people might be 
kinder to him.

D He must find a new way to get people to share their food 
with him.



Describing How Characters Act Lesson 9
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3  Why does the traveler keep putting his nose over the pot and 
breathing in?

A to make the people think he is cooking something tasty

B to make the people want to make their own soup

C to make the people angry that they won’t get any soup

D to make the people sad that they didn’t help him

4  What do you learn about the traveler from the way he faces his 
challenge?

A He is clever because he gets people to choose to 
help him.

B He is lazy because he has other people do his work 
for him.

C He is unhappy because he is too poor to buy his 
own food.

D He is proud because he knows more about cooking 
than others.

5  Read the sentence from the passage.

The villagers ran to their homes.

The word “village” means “a small town.” What is the best 
meaning of the word “villagers”?

A people who eat soup in a small town

B people who work in a small town

C people who live in a small town

D people who help others in a small town



Independent Practice
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6  Read paragraph 6 from the story.

“Who has ever heard of stone soup?” the villagers 
laughed. But some of the people were curious.  
They brought the traveler a pot filled with water.

Underline the sentence in paragraph 6 that best explains why 
the people bring the traveler a pot filled with water.

Write How does the traveler respond to the challenge of 
getting food?

7  Plan Your Response Review the challenge the traveler has. 
Write three things he says in the story that help him get what he 
wants.

 

 

 

 

 

8  Write an Extended Response How does the traveler respond 
to the challenge of getting food? Use details from the story in 
your answer.

 

 

 

 

 



Describing How Characters Act Lesson 9

 Learning Target
How does describing how characters respond to important 
events and challenges help you understand how and why they 
act the way they do?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted. 147Lesson 9 Describing How Characters Act

 

 

 

 

 



THEME Adventures, Real and Imagined

82

4:15 PM 90%

W.3.3: Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event 
sequences.

Writing a Narrative: 
Folktale

Sharing Stories
Corey has been reading folktales in a book called Just So Stories. Many of  
the tales explain how things in nature came to be. They have titles like  
“How the Leopard Got His Spots” and “How the Camel Got His Hump.”

Corey knows that folktales don’t tell the real reasons animals look or act in 
certain ways. The stories are meant to be fun, not true. He wonders how 
folktales might explain things in today’s world, like computers or phones. 
He decides to write his own folktale, “How People Got into the TV.” Some  
of his story is shown on the tablet below.

As Corey wrote his folktale, he had fun creating an imaginary world full of 
exciting characters. And he had even more fun sharing his tale with others. 

Lesson 4

 Once there was a wizard, 
Duffer the Smart but Lazy. He 
lived on top of a mountain. From 
his window, he could see a village 
far below. But he didn’t know what 
was going on there. He wanted to 
see people’s faces and hear their 
voices. Yet he wasn’t able to climb 
down the mountain.

 “Window,” he said, “you’re just 
not getting the job done.” Duffer 
raised his magic wand, and . . .

Duffer’s Mountain
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Steps for Writing

On the following pages, you’ll learn the steps to write your own folktale.

Step 1 Study a Mentor Text

Step 2 Unpack Your Assignment

Step 3 Find Text Evidence

Step 4 Organize Your Details

Step 5 Draft Your Folktale

Step 6 Revise: First Read 

Step 7 Revise: Second Read

Step 8 Edit for Conventions

What Is Narrative Writing? 
Most narrative writing tells a story, either real or imagined. The writer 
describes what the story characters do and say as they try to find a way 
to solve a problem.

KEY FEATURES  Narrative Writing

• a plot or clear sequence of events with a beginning, middle, and end

• a beginning that introduces the characters, setting, and problem

• dialogue that uses the characters’ words to describe how they feel or  
what is happening 

• words and phrases that tell when story events happen

• an ending that feels finished and explains how the problem is solved



FOCUS Read as a Writer
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Lesson 4 Writing a Narrative: Folktale

Before you write your folktale, you’ll study a model. First, read it to understand 
what it’s about. Then, reread it to understand how it was written. 

As you reread the Mentor Text, do the numbered activities. They’ll help you 
understand more about the key features of a folktale.

Why Monkeys Have Long Tails
by Hong Lee

1  “Look at me!” called Marnie, the clumsiest monkey in the rain 
forest. She was showing off again. The little monkey swung through 
the treetops—and smacked into the side of a tree. 

2  Marnie lived in the rain forest a long time ago. She loved playing 
in the trees with her friends. But poor Marnie was very, very clumsy! 
Like all monkeys back then, Marnie had a stubby little tail. And so, 
she had to use her hands and feet to swing through the treetops. 
When she tried to swing from the branches, she almost always had 
some kind of accident. When she tried to run fast, she tripped over 
her own feet. Marnie could hear the other rain forest animals 
laughing at her. The toucans cried, “Caw! Caw!” loudly. The snakes 
couldn’t help but whisper, “Hissss.” Her best monkey friend, Mikey, 
tried to teach Marnie to be more graceful, but nothing worked.

1  Describe the Problem  
In paragraph 1, draw a dashed line 
under a sentence in which the writer 
tells Marnie’s main problem.

2  Sensory Details Words that 
appeal to your senses help bring 
stories to life. Draw boxes around 
the words the writer uses to appeal 
to your sense of hearing in 
paragraph 2. 

3  Details That Describe Marnie’s 
problem is that she is clumsy. In 
paragraphs 1 and 2, how does the 
writer help you “picture” why this is 
such a problem for Marnie?

 

 

 

 

MENTOR TEXT: Folktale

Step 1 Study a Mentor Text
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3  Then one day, a group of Marnie’s monkey friends got together 
to play. First, they played tag, swinging from branch to branch. 
After that, they did back flips. Marnie wanted to join in, but she just 
sat and watched. She knew she would end up falling or bumping 
into someone if she played along. But it looked like so much fun!

4  Finally, Marnie couldn’t help herself. “Watch this!” she cried. 
Marnie swung from branch to branch. Next, she flipped high up 
into the air. When she reached out for a branch, she missed!  
The other monkeys gasped. Marnie was falling, falling fast.

5  At the last second, Mikey reached out. He grabbed her stubby 
tail. “I’ve got you, Marnie,” he called. Mikey held on tight. But 
Marnie kept falling, and her stubby little tail stretched longer and 
longer. When Marnie stopped falling, her tail wasn’t stubby 
anymore. It was longer than she was!

6  Marnie looped her long tail around a branch. Then she quickly 
swung up to where Mikey was sitting. She ran up and down the 
branch. Her tail helped her to balance, and she didn’t slip once. 

7  “Wow! I want a long tail, too!” Mikey exclaimed. He told Marnie 
to hold his tail tight. Then he jumped from the tall branch. His tail 
stretched and stretched, just like Marnie’s had. Everyone cheered.

8  Marnie helped all the monkeys stretch their tails. Then they 
swooped through the trees using their new tails. And Marnie—no 
longer the clumsiest monkey in the rain forest—led them all.

4  Sequence Words The writer 
uses several words to tell the order 
of events in paragraphs 3 and 4. 
Draw boxes around three or more 
of those words in the paragraphs. 

5  Dialogue In paragraph 7, 
underline a sentence in which the 
writer has Mikey say what he thinks 
of Marnie’s long tail.

6  Ending How do the events in 
paragraph 8 help bring the tale to a 
happy, enjoyable end?

 

 

 

 

Quick Write If Marnie’s folktale 
were a movie, what would be the most 
exciting part? Tell how you’d show what 
happens and how the characters feel.



FOCUS Identify Task, Purpose, and Audience
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You are writing a folktale for a storytelling festival. 
Your folktale must tell how monkeys got their long 
tails. It should take place in the rain forest long ago, 
when all monkeys had stubby little tails. In your 
story, describe what happened to cause monkeys’ 
tails to stretch and become long.

In your folktale:

• Include a beginning that describes the setting 
and introduces a monkey with a short tail and 
a big problem.

• Write a middle that shows how the monkey 
tries to solve its problem.

• Write an ending that tells how the monkey’s 
tail got longer, solving the problem and also 
helping the rest of the monkeys.

Writing a narrative such as a folktale can be fun. But it is different from writing an 
opinion essay or a report. Remember, before you begin to write, read your 
assignment carefully to identify your task, purpose, and audience.

To write a folktale, you’ll need a make-believe setting and characters. You’ll also 
need a plot with a beginning, middle, and end. Your task will tell you exactly what 
you must include. But it’s up to you to keep your readers interested by creating 
fun, exciting story details that make your tale come alive.

 Modeled Instruction

Hong Lee, who wrote “Why Monkeys Have Long Tails” on pages 84–85, was given 
the assignment below. He read it carefully and marked some important details.

Read Hong Lee’s assignment. Then read the points in his Think Aloud. 
They tell how he identified his task, purpose, and audience. 

Think Aloud 
 Purpose I know a folktale should be entertaining  

and enjoyable, but it doesn’t need to be true. So, I‘ll use my 
imagination to think up fun and exciting story events that 
explain why monkeys have long tails. 

 Audience I’m writing for a storytelling festival. I’ve  
been to one before, and I know I’ll be writing for people  
of all ages.

 Task Here are details for me to include in my folktale.  
I’ll need to describe the setting, the monkey’s problem, and 
how it gets solved. I’ll also need to be sure to have a clear 
beginning, middle, and end to my tale.

HONG LEE’S Assignment

Lesson 4 Writing a Narrative: Folktale
W.3.4: With guidance and support from adults, 
produce writing in which the development and 
organization are appropriate to task and purpose. 

Step 2 Unpack Your Assignment



Hi, I’m Sweet T, and 
I’m also going to be doing 

this assignment.
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Your AssignmentYour Assignment

1  Audience Draw a box around the word or words that tell who will be  
reading your work. 

2  Task What is your task? Circle the kind of narrative writing you will do. 
Then underline words that tell how to organize your writing.

3  Task Most stories have a setting, a plot, and characters. Based on your 
assignment, describe the place where your tale should be set. Then tell  
what should happen to your main character by the time your tale ends.

 

 

Independent Practice

Quick Write Imagine you meet a talking giraffe at an animal park. What would 
each of you say and do?

Guided Practice

Now it’s your turn to write a folktale. Read Your Assignment carefully.  
Then do the activities, using the Hints for help.

A local zoo has asked you to write a folktale for kids your age. The story must 
tell how the giraffe got its long neck. It should take place in the African 
grasslands long ago, when all giraffes had short necks. In your story, describe 
what happened to cause giraffes’ short necks to stretch and become long.

To help plan your folktale, you will read the following article:

• Folktales pages 92–95

In your folktale: 

• Include a beginning that describes the setting and introduces a giraffe 
with a short neck and a big problem. 

• Write a middle that shows how the giraffe tries to solve its problem.

• Write an ending that tells how the giraffe’s neck got longer, solving the 
problem and also helping the rest of the giraffes. 

HINT What important details must 
you include in your writing?

HINT Which details in the first 
sentence tell who you are writing for?

HINT How does the main character 
change by the end of your tale?

Turn and Talk 
Discuss some animal characters you 
know from folktales. Are they fun? 
Why? What do they do that makes them 
seem like real people? 
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Lesson 4  Writing a Narrative: Folktale

The Research PathThe Research PathThe Research Path
Writing from SourcesWriting from Sources

Source

Join me on the 
path to gather evidence 

from a source!

Your Source

Return to pages 92–95
Use your mark-up  
strategy to identify  
important details  
in the source. 

REREAD

Reread as a 
Writer

 

 

READ Your Source
Go to pages 92–95

• Folktales 

Find out what this source is about and 
what you can learn from it.

Read as a 
Reader



89© Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted. Lesson 4 Writing a Narrative: Folktale

Text Evidence
REVIEW Your Assignment  

Return to page 87
Reread your task to  
identify the types  
of details you will 
need to include  
in your folktale.

Begin Writing! 
Go to pages 100–101

FIND Text Evidence
Go to pages 90–91
Learn how to mark  
important details 
so you can find  
them quickly later on.

Your Assignment

 

 

THINK It Through  

Go to pages 96–97
Complete the activities  
to help you connect  
the ideas from the  
source to your  
assignment.

ORGANIZE Your Details
Go to pages 98–99
Use your story map  
to write notes about  
each part of your  
folktale so that  
you’re ready to write.

Think It Through

 

 

Need More 
Information?



FOCUS Gather Information
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From “Folktales” page 92

All folktales are similar in many ways. Most 
folktales are set in a time or place that isn’t quite 
real. The setting is easy to picture, such as a 
far-off kingdom, a dark forest, or a small village. 
They might begin with words like “A long time 
ago in a faraway place . . .” 

The human characters are usually very 
simple, uncomplicated people. They might be 
good or bad, silly or wise. 

You’ve unpacked your assignment about writing a folktale. You also know that, 
like other stories, your tale will need to include these important features: 

• The setting, or where and when the tale takes place

• The characters, or the people and animals the tale tells about

• The plot, or the sequence of events that happen at the beginning, middle,  
and end of your tale

Before you begin, however, you must find out what makes folktales different  
from other stories. So, your next step is to reread the source text on pages 92–95. 
As you read, underline any details that will help you develop the setting for your 
folktale. Mark them with an S. Underline and mark any details about characters 
with a C. And underline and mark any details about the plot with a P.

Modeled Instruction

To collect background information for his assignment, Sweet T underlined details 
and marked the text as he reread “Folktales.” 

Read the text below and Sweet T’s Think Aloud. Learn more about how he 
chose details to underline and mark.

Think Aloud
 The first paragraph tells me about the setting of a 

folktale. I’ll mark it with an S so I can find it again. I’ll need 
this information when I plan my folktale setting. 

 Hmm . . . it says a folktale setting is usually a place that 
isn’t real in every way. So for my folktale setting, I’ll 
combine real details about African grasslands with fun, 
make-believe ones. Maybe in this place, the animals and 
grass can talk. That might lead to an interesting plot twist!

 These sentences tell me about human folktale characters. 
I’ll mark them with a C. This may help me when I create the 
characters for my folktale. I’m not sure, though, if I will 
include any people or just use animal characters. 

W.3.8: . . . gather information from print . . . sources. . . .
Lesson 4 Writing a Narrative: Folktale

Step 3 Find Text Evidence

S

C
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Guided Practice

Read the following passage from “Folktales.” Note the underlined details. 
Then complete the activities, using the Hints for help.

 From “Folktales” page 93

. . . The events in a folktale are told in time order. The first few 
paragraphs introduce the characters. They also describe the setting  
and the main problem. The middle paragraphs tell the events of the 
story. They show how the characters react to what happens. The last  
few paragraphs are the ending. . . . 

1  Why is the first sentence underlined and marked with a P? 

 

 

2  How will the detail in the first sentence help you write your own folktale? 

 

 

 

3  Read the second set of underlined sentences. Which feature of a folktale do 
they describe? Mark them S, C, or P. Then, in your own words, tell how the 
information will help you write your folktale.

 

 

 

 

P

HINT The word react means “to  
do or say something in response to 
what just happened.”

HINT Does the first sentence tell 
about the setting, the characters,  
or the plot?

HINT Which events should come 
first, next, and last?

Turn and Talk 
Discuss how taking notes on a website 
article about folktales will help you 
write your own tales.



SEARCH

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.Lesson 4 Writing a Narrative: Folktale92

Source: Online ArticleLesson 4

What Are Folktales?
1  Folktales are stories that 

come from different parts of 

the world. They were shared 

over the years by word of 

mouth. They often changed in 

form as they passed from one 

storyteller to the next.   

What Are the Special 
Features of Folktales?

2  All folktales are similar in 

many ways. Most folktales are 

set in a time or place that isn’t 

quite real. The setting is easy 

to picture, such as a far-off 

kingdom, a dark forest, or a 

small village. They might begin 

with words like “A long time 

ago in a faraway place . . .”  

or “Once upon a time. . . .” 
Almost every culture has its own version of the 
Cinderella story. Here you see one from Korea.

Home  |  About  |  Teachers  |  For Kids  |  Write Your Own



SEARCH
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3  The human characters are usually very simple, uncomplicated people. 

They might be good or bad, silly or wise. When the characters are 

animals, they often talk and act like people. Dialogue—the words spoken 

by the characters—is important. The dialogue tells readers and listeners 

how the characters think, act, and feel. 

4  Folktales are narratives. They have a beginning, middle, and end. 

Both the language and the story are usually quite simple. The events in a 

folktale are told in time order. The first few paragraphs introduce the 

characters. They also describe the setting and the main problem. The 

middle paragraphs tell the events of the story. They show how the 

characters react to what happens. The last few paragraphs are the 

ending. They tell how the characters solve their problem. Most folktales 

have a happy ending, such as, “They lived happily ever after.”

Who Wrote Folktales?
5  We usually can’t point to one 

author of a folktale. Some 

famous writers, such as the 

Brothers Grimm, wrote folktales 

on paper. But even these famous 

writers were collecting stories 

that were already being told. 

They just wanted to save the 

stories and make sure that 

people would keep telling them. 

This famous statue of Jacob and 
Wilhelm Grimm is in Hanau, 
Germany—their birthplace.

Lesson 4 Writing a Narrative: Folktale 93

Home  |  About  |  Teachers  |  For Kids  |  Write Your Own
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Source continued Lesson 4

Why Did People Tell Folktales?
6  People told folktales to entertain each other. They also told these 

stories to try to explain why things in nature are the way they are. For 

example, some folktales try to answer questions, such as Why does the 

rabbit have long ears? How did the stars get in the sky? and Why is the 

ocean salty? The storytellers who created the answers to these kinds of 

questions used their imaginations. Their explanations are not based on 

science. Different cultures have different answers for the same questions. 

However, similar versions of some folktales, like “Cinderella,” have been 

found all over the world.

What Are the Different Types of Folktales? 
7 •  A fairy tale is a make-believe story that includes magic or magical 

creatures. Fairy tales always have a happy ending.  

• A trickster tale is a story about a clever main character who tricks 

another character and causes problems. 

• An origin tale explains why something is the way it is. The explanations 

are made-up and creative.

• A legend is a story that is part real and part make-believe. It tells about 

a character who may have been a real person. But the details of the 

story are made up. 

• A fable is a short folktale that teaches a lesson about right and wrong. 

The characters could be people or animals that behave like people. 

SEARCH

Home  |  About  |  Teachers  |  For Kids  |  Write Your Own



SEARCH
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Do People Still Tell Folktales?
8  Yes. There’s something special about sharing stories. Many parents 

remember stories they heard when they were young. They share them 

with their own children. You may have told a tale yourself at a sleepover, 

around a campfire, or in the classroom. 

9  Today’s storytellers still learn folktales from long ago and tell them to 

audiences. In Tennessee, for example, thousands of people gather every 

year at a storytelling festival. Storytellers from all over the world travel 

there to share their stories. 

Home  |  About  |  Teachers  |  For Kids  |  Write Your Own

A West African storyteller shares a tale with a group of children and adults.



Think It Through
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Use details from your source to help you complete the following activities.

1  Based on the information in “Folktales,” how are most folktale settings similar?

 

 

2  Now, make your folktale setting come alive! In your mind, picture the place, 
“African grasslands long ago.” List two details you might see there in real life. 
Then list a make-believe detail you might see. Next, add real and make-believe 
details you might hear and feel in your folktale setting.

 Details You Might See: 

 Detail 1:  

 Detail 2:  

 Make-believe detail:  

 

 Details You Might Hear:

 Detail 1:  

 Detail 2:  

 Make-believe detail:  

 

 Details You Might Feel:

 Detail 1:  

 Detail 2:  

 Make-believe detail:  

 

HINT In real life, herds of 
elephants, zebras, and other 
animals roam through the tall 
grasses and thorny bushes 
growing in the African grasslands. 

HINT Reread paragraph 2 on 
page 92 of the source text for 
some ideas. 



Think It Through
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3  Based on information from the source text, what are some ways that folktale 
characters are often similar?

 

 

4  The main character in your folktale is a giraffe with a short neck. Name your 
character. Then tell how he or she looks and acts like other folktale characters.

 Character’s name:  

 What the character looks like:  

 How the character acts:  

  

5  A folktale begins with a character who has a problem. In the end, the character 
solves it. What is one problem your folktale giraffe might have? How will he or 
she solve it? (Remember, your folktale should have a happy ending!)

 Problem 1:  

  

 Solution 1:  

  

6  Write a different problem and solution you might use for your folktale. 

 Problem 2:  

  

Solution 2:  

  

HINT Reread paragraph 3 on 
page 93 of “Folktales” to help you 
with the answer. 

HINT How are the animal 
characters in many folktales likely 
to act? 

HINT What problem might a 
giraffe have that could be solved 
by getting a longer neck? 

HINT Remember, when your 
character’s neck grows long, that 
also solves his or her problem.
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On pages 96–97, you wrote ideas about the setting and character for your 
folktale. By thinking about your character’s problem, you also started to plan your 
plot, or the main story events. Now you’ll plan your tale in more detail.

As you know, the plot in folktales and other narratives often follows this sequence: 

• The beginning introduces the main character, the setting, and  
the character’s problem.

• The middle builds the tale as the character tries to deal with the problem.

• The end wraps up the tale. It tells how the character solves the problem.

Make a story map like the one below to help you develop your plot and the other 
important features of your folktale. Then you can use the story map as you write. 

Modeled Instruction

Hong Lee created the story map below. Study the story map, and read  
Hong Lee’s Think Aloud. Find out how he planned the plot of his folktale.

Step 4 Organize Your Details

Lesson 4 Writing a Narrative: Folktale
W.3.3a: . . . organize an event sequence that unfolds 
naturally.

W.3.5: With guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed  
by planning. . . . 

FOCUS Plan Your Folktale

Hong Lee’s Story Map

Setting: A rain forest 
with tall trees

Main Character: 
Marnie, a monkey with a 
short tail; a showoff

Problem: Marnie is very clumsy. 

Beginning: Marnie loves to play but is too clumsy.

Middle: Marnie tries just to watch friends play 
in trees. Starts playing with them but falls

End: Friend catches her by the tail; tail stretches 
Marnie isn’t clumsy anymore.  
Helps others have long tails, too

Think Aloud
 I decided Marnie’s problem is that she is clumsy. I know 

that tails help monkeys keep their balance. So, when 
Marnie’s tail gets long, it solves her problem. She won’t 
be clumsy anymore.

 I know that animal characters in folktales act like people. 
I decided to make Marnie like a kid who doesn’t want to be 
left out of the fun. She’s a bit of a showoff, too. That gets 
her into trouble and makes the story interesting.

 I knew the most important event in my folktale would be 
when Marnie’s tail stretches. I just had to figure out how 
and why that would happen. I decided to have Marnie’s 
monkey friend help her solve her problem by accident. 
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Guided Practice

Reread the text below from “Folktales,” which Sweet T used to help write the 
details on his story map. Then complete the activities. Use the Hints for help.

From “Folktales” page 93

. . . The events in a folktale are told in time 
order. The first few paragraphs introduce the 
characters. They also describe the setting and the 
main problem. The middle paragraphs tell the 
events of the story. They show how the characters 
react to what happens. The last few paragraphs 
are the ending. They tell how the characters solve 
their problem. Most folktales have a happy 
ending, such as, “They lived happily ever after.”

Sweet T’s Story Map

Setting: African grasslands 
long ago

Main Character: Giraffe 
named Raffi with a  
short neck

Problem: Can’t play basketball well because he’s so short

Beginning: Raffi tries to play basketball with birds and 
bats. They can drop ball in net. Never pass ball to him

Middle: Raffi’s sister, Riffi, finds out about his problem. 

HINT When a character tries to 
deal with a problem, he tries 
different ways to solve it.

HINT Think about what you as a 
reader want to know about Raffi. 

Turn and Talk 
Discuss why the organizing step is 
important when you are writing a 
narrative piece. How will planning 
details about the characters, setting, 
and plot ahead of time make the 
drafting step easier? 

1  Based on information in the paragraph from “Folktales,” what details from 

Sweet T’s story map will he need to include in the beginning of his story?

 

 

 

2  Based on information in “Folktales” and the story map, will the details Sweet T 
wrote be enough to help him develop the middle of his folktale? If not, what 
can he add to improve his plot?

 

 

 

Independent Practice

Write Time In your own story map, write notes about each part of your folktale.  
You can use your ideas from pages 96–97 for help. 
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Read the main parts of a folktale. Then look back at this information as you 
write your draft. Make sure you’ve included each of the main parts.

W.3.3: Write narratives to develop . . . imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

W.3.3a: Establish a situation and introduce . . . 
characters. . . . Step 5 Draft Your Folktale

Lesson 4 Writing a Narrative: Folktale

FOCUS Write a Beginning 

Parts of a Folktale

BEGINNING

Introduces the main 
character, the setting, 

and the character’s 
problem

A good beginning introduces the important features of 
your folktale. It also makes readers wonder, “What’s going 
to happen next?” To write a good beginning, you can:

• Start with dialogue, or the words the characters speak 
to each other. 

• Put your characters in the middle of a scene or action.

• Describe the main character’s actions or problem 
by using colorful language.

MIDDLE

Tells how the 
character tries to 
solve his or her 

problem

The middle paragraphs build the folktale. They give most 
of the story events. To write a strong middle, you should:

• Use description and dialogue to tell the different 
ways the main character tries to solve the problem.

• Give events in time order, using words and phrases 
such as next or later that day that tell when.

• Use sensory details to add excitement and bring the 
characters’ actions and story events to life.

END

Tells how the 
character solves the 

problem 

A great ending ties your folktale together. It should:

• Describe how the character solves his or her problem 
and tell what happens as a result.

• Answer questions raised earlier in the tale.

• End happily or in a way that feels finished.
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Draft Your 

Practice different ways of writing the first sentences of your folktale. Study 
each sample. Then try starting a beginning for your folktale in a similar way. 

Start with Dialogue

Sample 
Text

“Look at me!” called Marnie. The clumsy little monkey was showing off again.

Your 
Folktale

 

 

 

Put Your Character in a Scene

Sample 
Text

A group of monkeys swung through the treetops. Marnie tried to keep up, but 

she kept smacking into the branches. 

Your 
Folktale

 

 

 

Describe Your Character’s Problem

Sample 
Text

The rain forest was filled with quiet sounds as insects hummed and leaves 
rustled. Suddenly, a crash disturbed the peace. One clumsy monkey was trying 
to swing through the treetops. Instead, she smashed into branches and vines. 

Your 
Folktale

 

 

 

Independent Practice

Write Time Draft the beginning of your folktale, using your ideas from this 
page. Then begin drafting the middle part of your tale.

Draft Your BEGINNING

BEGINNING

MIDDLE

END

HINT What might your character 
say that will tell readers about his or 
her personality or problem?

HINT What could your character 
be doing in the African grasslands? 

HINT What do your characters see, 
hear, taste, feel, or smell?

Turn and Talk 
Discuss ways that the beginning of a 
folktale is similar to an introduction in 
an informational or opinion piece. How 
is it different?
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Draft Your MIDDLE

Your readers will need to picture in their minds the setting, characters, and events in 
your folktale. To help your readers, be sure your writing includes lots of descriptive 
language and dialogue. Through a character’s words you can: 

• Show how that character thinks, acts, or feels. 

“Gee, those birds are laughing at me again,” sighed Marnie sadly.

• Tell important information about story events.

“Hey, Marnie. Come play tag with us!” called Mikey.

• Show how one character reacts to events or to other characters.

One monkey gasped, “Look—Marnie’s falling. Quick, someone catch her!”

Modeled Instruction

Read the text below from Hong Lee’s folktale, “Why Monkeys Have Long 
Tails.” Note the underlined dialogue. Then complete the activities to learn 
how dialogue can help add interest to a folktale.

W.3.3b: Use dialogue and descriptions of  
actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop  
experiences and events or show the response  
of characters to situations.

Finally, Marnie couldn’t help herself. “Watch 
this!” she cried. Marnie swung from branch to 
branch. Next, she flipped high into the air. 
When she reached out for a branch, she missed! 
The other monkeys gasped. Marnie was falling, 
falling fast.

At the last second, Mikey reached out. He 
grabbed her stubby tail. “I’ve got you, Marnie,” 
he called. Mikey held on tight.

From MENTOR TEXT page 85

1  Why do you think Hong Lee has Marnie say, “Watch this!”?

  

  

2  How do Mikey’s words tell you what is happening in this 
part of the folktale? 

  

  

3  What might Hong Lee have had Marnie say to show how 
she feels after Mikey rescues her?

  

  

Lesson 4 Step 5 Draft Your Folktale continued

BEGINNING

MIDDLE

END

FOCUS Add Dialogue
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Sweet T’s Story Map: “Raffi’s Slam Dunk” 

Setting: African 
grasslands long ago

Main Character: Giraffe 
named Raffi with a short neck

Problem: Can’t play basketball well because he’s so short

Beginning: Raffi tries to play basketball with birds and 
bats. They can drop ball in net. Never pass ball to him

Middle: Raffi’s sister, Riffi, finds out about his problem. 

Guided Practice

Sweet T used his notes to write the draft below. Now he wants to add dialogue  
to develop his plot. 

Read Sweet T’s notes and draft. Complete the activities. Use the Hints for help.

Sweet T’s Draft
Raffi wondered why his teammates wouldn’t pass 

the ball to him. But the parrot passed it to the bat. 
The bat caught it, dribbled around the other team, 
and then swooped up to the net. Slam dunk!

At the time out, Raffi’s teammates said they 
would pass him the ball. Then the game started 
again, but the ball was never passed his way.

After the game, Raffi’s sister Riffi met him by the 
water hole. She asked why Raffi was unhappy.

HINT How would you remind your 
friends that they said they would 
pass you the ball during a game?

HINT What can Raffi say that will 
explain his feeling of frustration?

HINT What might someone say to 
show he or she is worried about you?

Turn and Talk 
Share your ideas for dialogue to use in 
Sweet T’s story. Discuss how the 
dialogue adds new and interesting 
details to the folktale.

4  How can Sweet T develop the plot of his folktale by turning the idea in the first 
sentence into dialogue? Write the new sentence here. 

 

 

5  Rewrite the first underlined sentence using dialogue to show Raffi’s feelings.

 

 

6  How can Sweet T use dialogue to replace the second underlined sentence? 
What can Riffi say to make her actions and feelings clear? Rewrite the sentence.

 

 

Independent Practice

Write Time Finish drafting the body of your folktale. Then draft the ending, 
using the tips from the chart on page 100 for help.



Step 6 Revise: First Read
Lesson 4 Writing a Narrative: Folktale

Finally, Marnie couldn’t help herself. She  
just had to show off! She swung from branch  
to branch and flipped in the air. As she reached 
out for a branch, she missed! The monkeys 
gasped. Marnie fell. Then Mikey grabbed her  
tail and held on tight. Marnie kept falling, and 
her tail stretched longer and longer. Finally, 
Marnie stopped falling. She looped her tail 
around a branch and swung up to where  
Mikey was sitting. Mikey said he wanted a long 
tail, too. He told Marnie to hold his tail. Then 
he jumped from a tall branch. His tail stretched 
and stretched. Everyone cheered. Marnie  
helped all the monkeys stretch their tails. Then 
they decided to have a vote for who should 
become their ruler. They made Marnie the Ruler 
of the Monkeys.
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W.3.3b: Use . . . descriptions of actions, thoughts, and 
feelings to develop experiences and events or show 
the response of characters to situations. 

W.3.5: With guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed  
by . . . revising. . . .

As you revise, use your Narrative Writing Checklist to check your writing.  
Work through the checklist, one line at a time. Reread the related parts of your 
folktale to decide whether you did your best possible work for each trait 
described. In this step, you will practice checking your folktale for three of the 
traits in the categories of Organization and Elaboration.

Modeled Instruction

The Mentor Text writer, Hong Lee, used the same checklist to evaluate his draft.

Read his Think Aloud to see how he checks his folktale.

Think Aloud
 Organization Do I use a different paragraph for each 

part of the story? No, this is one big paragraph! I need a 
new paragraph whenever one main story event ends and 
another begins. For instance, Marnie’s fall is one main story 
event, so I’ll need to start a new paragraph after she stops. 
I’ll also need new paragraphs for the ending.

 Elaboration Do I describe how the characters look,  
how they speak, and what they do? Well, I tell a lot about 
what the characters do, but I should say more about how 
they look and talk. I can describe how Marnie’s tail looks 
after it gets stretched. And I’ll add dialogue so my 
characters speak. Mikey can say something like, “Hey, 
Marnie, help me stretch my tail, too!”

 Organization Does my ending make sense with the rest 
of the story? Mostly. Having Marnie help the others get 
long tails seems to follow from earlier events. But the 
“monkey ruler” idea comes out of nowhere. A better ending 
is to have Marnie teach the monkeys to use their new tails.

MENTOR TEXT Draft

Guided Practice

Read the text below from Sweet T’s draft of the assignment. Then complete 
the activities. Use the Hints for help.FOCUS Organization and Elaboration
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Guided Practice

Read the text below from Sweet T’s draft of the assignment. Then complete 
the activities. Use the Hints for help.

Sweet T’s Draft
Raffi stole the ball from the other team. He jumped as high as he 

could and dunked the ball! But his head got stuck in the hoop. His body 
slowly sank to the ground, stretching out his neck. After that, Raffi won 
the game. When the other giraffes saw how good Raffi had become, they 
started jumping up and sticking their heads in the hoop. They all 
stretched their necks. Soon the giraffes formed their own basketball 
team with zebras as cheerleaders. And they all played happily ever after.

HINT Most of the story is about 
Raffi and his friends. What detail 
shifts focus away from the giraffes?

HINT Remember, a paragraph 
should focus on one main event.

HINT How might a long neck help 
Raffi score points to win the game?

Turn and Talk 
Take turns reading the middle of your 
folktales aloud. Discuss ways to add 
details that describe the characters’ 
actions, words, and feelings  
about story events.

1  Organization Sweet T uses one paragraph to tell the middle and end of his 
folktale. Where should he start a new paragraph?

 

 

2  Elaboration What kinds of details should Sweet T add to tell more about how 
Raffi manages to win the game? 

 

 

3  Organization Which part of Sweet T’s ending does not make sense with the 
rest of the folktale?

 

 

 

Independent Practice

Write Time Use the Narrative Writing Checklist passed out by your teacher to 
evaluate your draft for Ideas, Organization, and Elaboration.
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W.3.3c: Use temporal words and phrases to signal 
event order.

W.3.5: . . . develop and strengthen writing as  
needed by . . . revising. . . .

L.3.6: Acquire and use . . . words and phrases . . . that 
signal . . . temporal relationships.

In this step, you’ll practice using words and phrases that signal when events take 
place. These time-order words and phrases help readers know the order in 
which events occur throughout your folktale. You can:

• Use words such as first, before, next, then, after, and finally to tell whether an 
event happens before or after other story events.

First, Raffi stole the ball before the other team could stop him. Next, he ran 
down the court. He then dunked the ball in the hoop. After the ball went in, 
his head got stuck in the basket. When he finally got free, he realized that his 
neck had stretched.

• Use phrases such as the next day, at noon, and later that day to talk about 
events that happen over a long period of time.

The next day, Raffi woke up cheerful. At noon, he had lunch with his 
teammates. Later that day they played more basketball.

Modeled Instruction

Read the following passage from a draft of “Why Monkeys Have Long Tails.” 
Then complete the activities.

First, Marnie looped her long tail around 
a branch. Next, she leapt into the air. Finally, she 
swung up to Mikey and stretched his tail. After 
watching Marnie and Mikey swing from trees, 
all the monkeys wanted long tails, too. Marnie 
said she would help them later, after she had a 
good night’s sleep.

The next day, Marnie helped all the monkeys 
stretch their tails. By noon, all the monkeys in 
the forest were swinging from tree to tree. 

MENTOR TEXT Draft
1  The first paragraph has several time-order words.  

Draw boxes around at least two of them. 

2  Why is next a good time-order word to use in sentence 2?

  

  

3  On the line below, rewrite the underlined sentence. Use a 
more specific phrase that could take the place of The next day 
and still make sense in the sentence.

  

  

Step 7 Revise: Second Read
Lesson 4 Writing a Narrative: Folktale

FOCUS Time-Order Words and Phrases

Language Handbook To learn 
more about time-order words and 
phrases, turn to page 238.
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Guided Practice

Read the following paragraphs from an early draft of the Mentor Text.  
Then use the Hints to complete the activities that follow.

4  Read this sentence from the draft.

After that was over, she tried to run fast, but she tripped over her feet.

 The writer wants to replace the underlined words to make the sentence 
shorter. What word should the writer use? Circle the correct answer.

A Before

B First

C Last

D Next

5  Read these sentences from the draft.

Then Marnie woke to hear her friends laughing. The sun was rising in the East.

 What phrase should replace the underlined word? Circle the correct answer.

A That night,

B As the sun set,

C The next morning,

D A few minutes later,

Independent Practice

Write Time Use the Narrative Writing Checklist passed out by your teacher to 
evaluate your draft for Language. 

“Look at what I can do!” called Marnie. First, she swung from the 
branches but smacked into a tree. After that was over, she tried to run 
fast, but she tripped over her feet. Finally, she tried to do a back flip,  
but she landed on her belly. At the end of the day, an achy and bruised 
Marnie crawled into bed.

Then Marnie woke to hear her friends laughing. The sun was rising 
in the East. 

MENTOR TEXT Draft

HINT Running fast is the second of 
three actions that Marnie tries.

HINT These events take place after 
Marnie sleeps for a full night.

Turn and Talk 
Take turns reading your folktales aloud. 
Listen for any places where you can add 
a word and phrase to make the order of 
events clearer.
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W.3.5: With guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed  
by . . . editing.

L.3.2c: Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue.

The last step is to make sure that your spelling, grammar, and punctuation are 
correct. In this step, you’ll focus on punctuating dialogue correctly. 

• When you write dialogue, use opening and closing quotation marks (“ ”).  
Place them before and after each speaker’s words.

“This long neck makes all the difference!” cried Raffi.

• Use a comma (,) to separate the speaker’s words from the rest of the sentence. 

Riffi asked, “Aren’t you worried about bonking your head a lot?”

“No way,” said Raffi. “I’ll just wear a helmet.”

Modeled Instruction

Read the following passage from a draft of “Why Monkeys Have Long Tails.” 
Complete the activities.

1  The first underlined sentence is not punctuated correctly. 
Add punctuation to correct this sentence.

2  On the lines below, rewrite the underlined sentences in 
paragraph 2. Use correct punctuation.

  

  

3  There are two more punctuation errors in the last two 
paragraphs. Add punctuation to correct each error.

One day, a bunch of Marnie’s animal friends 
got together to play. First they played tag, 
swinging from branch to branch. I’d like to 
play,  Marnie said. She smiled hopefully.

But a lizard said “No. You’ll just fall down.” 
Then the animals went back to playing. After a 
while, they did back flips. 

“I bet I could do that” Marnie said. She got up 
to join in.

“You’ll just bump into someone,   a bird said. 
So Marnie sat and watched.

MENTOR TEXT Draft

Step 8 Edit for Conventions
Lesson 4 Writing a Narrative: Folktale

FOCUS Punctuate Dialogue

Language Handbook To learn 
more about punctuating dialogue, 
turn to page 210.
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Guided Practice

Read the following passage from an early draft of “Why Monkeys Have Long 
Tails.” Then complete the activities. Use the Hints for help.

4  Which of the following sentences is punctuated correctly?  
Circle the correct answer.

A “Marnie, hold my tail tight,” he said.

B Marnie, “hold my tail tight,” he said.

C “Marnie, hold my tail tight, he said.”

D “Marnie,” hold my tail tight, he said.

5  Which of the following correctly replaces the underlined part of the sentence 
below? Circle the correct answer.

“Thanks, Mikey said happily.

A Thanks, “Mikey”

B “Thanks, Mikey,”

C “Thanks, Mikey”

D “Thanks,” Mikey

6  Read this sentence from the Mentor Text draft.

Hooray the monkeys cheered.

 Rewrite the sentence on the line below, using correct punctuation.

 

Independent Practice

Write Time Use the Narrative Writing Checklist passed out by your teacher to 
evaluate your draft for Conventions.

When Mikey saw it, he said he wanted a long tail, too. Marnie, hold 
my tail tight, he said. Then he jumped from the tall branch. His tail 
stretched just like Marnie’s had. “Thanks, Mikey said happily.

Hooray the monkeys cheered. Then Marnie helped them stretch 
their tails. Soon they were all swinging through the trees together.

MENTOR TEXT Draft

HINT This sentence needs both a 
comma and quotation marks.

HINT Only the words spoken by a 
character have quotation marks 
placed around them. 

HINT Remember that a comma 
comes after the speaker’s words but 
before the closing quotation mark.

Turn and Talk 
Take turns reading your folktales aloud. 
Listen for dialogue spoken by 
characters. Work together to correct 
any punctuation errors. 



Name    Date  

©Curriculum Associates, LLC 109h109hLesson 4 Writing a Narrative: Folktale

LESSON 4 Story Map
Complete this story map to help you plan the important features of your folktale.

Setting:  

 

 

 

 

Main Character:  

 

 

 

 

Problem:  

 

Beginning:  

 

 

 

Middle:  

 

 

 

End:  

 

 

 



Name    Date  
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LESSON 4 Narrative Writing Checklist: Folktale

Ideas/Purpose Yes No

• Does my make-believe story have a setting, characters, and a plot that tells about 
a problem and a solution?

• Can readers easily identify my purpose for writing?

Elaboration/Development Yes No

• Do I describe how the characters look, how they speak, and what they do?

• Do I use dialogue and sensory details to tell about the events?

• Do the events show how my main character tries to solve and finally does solve 
the problem?

Organization Yes No

• Are my main character, setting, and problem introduced at the beginning of  
my story?

• Do I use a different paragraph for each part of the story?

• Does my ending make sense with the rest of the story?

Language/Vocabulary Yes No

• Do I use time-order words and phrases to make the sequence of events clear?

• Do I use words that appeal to the senses to bring my story to life?

• Are there any dull words I need to replace with more vivid words?

Conventions Yes No

• Have I checked my grammar and usage to make sure there are no errors?

• Have I used correct punctuation and capitalization in all of my sentences?

• Are there any words whose spellings I need to check?

NOTE Students revise and edit their writing by asking and answering these questions.
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Lesson 13 Quiz Answer Key

Ready® Mathematics

1. Sum of 593 Sum of 503

493 1 100
583 1 10

100 1 403 
493 1 10

DOK 1

2. Picture books: 8, 4
Soft-cover books: 1, 5
336
DOK 2

3. Part A:
5, 8, 4
3, 6, 4
DOK 1

Part B:
C
DOK 2

4. Cora is correct. Possible explanation: To add the tens, add 6 tens 1 5 tens to get 11 tens or 
110 as Cora did, and not 11 as Emily did. They have 415 buttons together.
DOK 3

Common Misconceptions and Errors

Errors may result if students: 

• forget to regroup 10 tens as a hundred or 10 ones as a ten.

• regroup but also include an additional, unnecessary ten or hundred.

• misidentify which digit of an addend represents hundreds, tens, or ones.



Name: ___________________________________            
 
Record the questions that you missed on the math assessment. Look over the problems you missed and figure 
out why you missed it. Then correct each problem and record your corrected answer.  Use the work you 
completed earlier in the week to review information that you still do not understand. 
 

 
 

Question 
Number 

Standard 

I missed this question because… 

Corrected Answer 
Explanation of Corrected 

Answer—Why is that correct?  
I didn’t 
do it. 

I didn’t 
understand 
how to do 

it. 

I made a 
simple 
error. 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      



Week 4: Tuesday 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



All About You Self-Portrait 

This week you’re going to create a self-portrait that tells me a little bit about you. You’ll need a piece of 

paper, a pencil, and something to color with.  

 

Step 1. Turn your paper horizontal and fold it in half like you’re making a card. Draw a self-portrait (a 

picture of you) on one side of the paper.  

 

 

Step 2. Draw a dot near the top of the fold in your paper. 

 

 

 



Step 3. Draw a few curved lines from the dot to the side of the paper. 

 

 

Step 4. Remember the three words you chose to describe yourself? Add them inside of the curved lines. 

Some of the sections can be left blank, or you can add more words to describe yourself! (Optional: trace 

your lines with a black crayon or marker and add a pattern to your background) 

 

 

Step 5. Color your artwork! 

 



Introduction
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Use What You Know

Lesson 14 Subtract Three-Digit Numbers

Lesson 14
Subtract Three-Digit Numbers

a. How many cards does Dora have? Write the number 
as hundreds, tens, and ones. 

      hundreds     tens     ones

b. The model shows Holly’s cards. Cross out hundreds, 
tens, and ones to subtract Dora’s cards.

c. What blocks are left? 

      hundred        tens       ones

d. What do the blocks that are left show?

  

e. How many more cards does Holly have?    

Use base-ten blocks to subtract.

Holly has 368 pet pal cards.  
Dora has 243 cards. How many    
more cards does Holly have  
than Dora?

MGSE2.NBT.7

MGSE2.NBT.9
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Find Out More

Lesson 14 Subtract Three-Digit Numbers

Sometimes you have to regroup three-digit numbers  
to subtract.

There are enough hundreds, There are not enough ones 
tens, and ones to subtract  in 368 to subtract 249 without 
368 2 243 without regrouping. regrouping.

100s 10s 1s
3 6 8
2 4 3

3 . 2      6 . 4    8 . 3

Regroup a ten in 368 to get 10 more ones. 

100s 10s 1s
3

    2   2
6 5
   4

18
9

1 1 9

The difference is 1 hundred, 1 ten, 9 ones, or 119.

Reflect Work with a partner.

1  Talk About It Are there enough ones in 465  
to subtract 328? What do you need to do?

100s 10s 1s
3 6 8
2 4 9

3 . 2      6 . 4   8 , 9

You need more 
ones to subtract 9.

Think:  
300 1 60 1 8 5 300 1 50 1 18

Write About It  

  

  



Modeled and Guided Instruction

Learn About
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Lesson 14

Lesson 14 Subtract Three-Digit Numbers

Subtracting Hundreds, Tens, and Ones

Read the problem. Then you will show subtraction in  
different ways.

There are 450 campers at Camp Cody. One day, 218 campers 
did art projects. The rest did sports. How many campers did 
sports that day?

Picture It You can subtract using base-ten blocks.

Show 450. 

Regroup 1 ten as 10 ones. 

Then take away 218.

Model It You can subtract hundreds, tens, and ones. 

Think: 218 5 200 1 10 1 8   450 
 2 200
 250
 2  10
 240
 2  8
 ?
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Connect It Find the difference.

2  Look at Picture It. Why do you need to trade  
1 ten for 10 ones?

 

 

3  Fill in the boxes to find 450 2 218.

4  How many campers did sports?         

5  Talk About It Look at Model It. How is the way the 
problem is solved like the way shown in Picture It? 
How is it different?

Write About It  

 

 

 

Try It Try another problem.

6  Jim has 572 stamps. Leo has 347 stamps. How 
many more stamps does Jim have than Leo?  
Show your work. 

 

 

   400   1  1      10

   2  200   1   10     1      8   

    1  1 
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Modeled and Guided Instruction

Learn About

Read the problem. Then you will model subtraction.

At Brown School, there are 305 girls and 276 boys.  
How many more girls are there than boys?

Picture It You can use base-ten blocks to regroup.

305 5 300 1 5

Model It You can use an open number line.

Think of subtraction as addition: 276 1 ? 5 305.

 276 280 300 305

4 20 5

305 5 200 1 100 1 5

305 5 200 1 90 1 15

Lesson 14

Regrouping to Subtract
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Connect It Subtract two different ways. 

7  Compare the digits in each place in 305 and 276. 
Write , or . in each box.

 3 hundreds   1   0 tens    1    5 ones
 2 hundreds   1   7 tens    1    6 ones

   3   2   0   7   5   6

8  How can you tell from your answer to Problem 7 
that you need to regroup two times?

 

 

9  How many hundreds, tens, and ones are  
there after you regroup? Fill in the chart.  
Then subtract.

10  How many more girls are there 

than boys?        

Try It Try another problem.

11  At Taylor School, students go to school for 180 days. 
They have already been in school for 136 days. How 
many school days are left? Show your work.

 

 

100s 10s 1s

  

2  2

  

7

  

6

      



Guided Practice

Practice
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Lesson 14

Subtracting Three-Digit Numbers

Lesson 14 Subtract Three-Digit Numbers

Example

12  Gus had 872 pennies. He gave 725 pennies to the 
pet shelter. How many pennies does Gus have left?

 Show your work.

Answer  

Carla had 725 roses. She used some to make a float for a parade. 
Now she has 142 roses. How many roses did she use for the float?

You can show your work on a number line.

725 2 142 is the same as 142 1 ? 5 725

725700200150142

8 50 25500

8 1 50 1 500 1 25 5 583

Answer  

Study the model below. Then solve Problems 12−14.

Carla used 583 roses.

Do you need to 
regroup? If so, how?
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13  Students need to paint 500 pumpkins for the fair. 
They have painted 193 so far. How many pumpkins 
are left to paint?

 Show your work.

Answer  

14  Ms. Diaz had 185 stickers. She gave some away. 
Now she has 139 stickers. How many stickers did  
Ms. Diaz give away?

A 46

B 54

C 56

D 146

Ria chose D as the answer. This answer is wrong. 
How did Ria get her answer?

  

  

 

How could you  
add up to find  
the answer?

You can add or 
subtract to find the 
answer.



Independent Practice

Practice
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Lesson 14

Subtracting Three-Digit Numbers

Lesson 14 Subtract Three-Digit Numbers

Solve the problems.

1  For each subtraction problem, tell if you need to 
regroup tens to get more ones. Then tell if you need 
to regroup hundreds. Circle Yes or No for Tens and 
for Hundreds for each problem.

  Tens Hundreds

a. 932 2 845  Yes No Yes No

b. 673 2 581  Yes No Yes No

c. 392 2 270 Yes No Yes No

d. 557 2 148 Yes No Yes No

2  Fill in the blanks to find 826 2 635.

100s 10s 1s

  

2  6

12

 3

6

5

    

3  Kali had some shells. She found 132 more. Now  
she has 215 shells. How many shells did she have  
to begin with? Circle the correct answer.

A 83 C 223

B 123 D 347
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4  Add up to find the difference. Fill in the blanks.

524 2 395 5 ?

 

 400  524

100

524 2 395 5      

5  Any class that earns 750 reading points gets  
a pizza party. Which class has more points?  
How many more points?

Show your work.

 

6  Look at Problem 5. Ben says Class B needs 148 more 
points to get a pizza party. Is Ben correct? Explain.

Class
Reading 

Points
A 585
B 612

  

  

  

Now you can subtract three-digit numbers.  
Fill this in on the progress chart on page 59.

Self Check



 



Cut on dotted line and store in a plastic bag



 



Cut on dotted line and store in a plastic bag



 



Social Studies, Grade 3 
Week 4 (September 7-11, 2020) 

 
Wednesday 

 
Step 1: Match the regions of the map with the American Indian group that lived there.  

 
Step 2: Students will answer the following questions based on the provided information. 
 

 
Native Indians in the Arctic tended to live in small villages and migrated with animals they hunted. 
Why wouldn’t this American Indian group live in permanent villages? 
 
 
 

American Indians who settled in the Southwest region were usually farmers. Why would they 
develop permanent villages? 
 
 
 
 

 



3rd Grade Day 7 Cardio warm up and exercise Activity 

EQ: What is Cardiovascular endurance?  

A: Cardiovascular endurance is the fitness component that allows you to use oxygen to exert energy 

over a duration of time. Exercises like walking, jogging, and running are cardiovascular exercises.  

Warm Up: Spend 5 minutes warming up the body to prepare for today’s exercises. Spend 30 seconds on 

each body warm up.  

1.Neck Rotations                                     

Start by rolling your neck in a circle for 15 
seconds. Switch directions for another 15 
seconds. 

2.Shoulder rolls                                       

Roll your shoulders forward for 15 seconds. Then 
roll them in reverse for 15 seconds. 

3.Body Twist                                            

Stand shoulder width apart. Put your hands on 
your hips then twist back and forth for 30 
seconds. 

4.Lean                                                       

Stand up straight. Raise both hands above your 
head placing them together. Lean to the right for 
15 seconds and then to the left for another 15 
secs.  

5.Hip Abductions                                  

Stand with feet wide apart and a slight bend of 
the knees. Rock side to side for 30 seconds. 

6.Side Lunges                                          

Stand up straight. Squat down to the right and 
extend your left leg straight. Hold for 15 seconds 
then repeat on the other side. 

7.Toe Raises                                         

Stand up straight. Raise your body by standing up 
on the balls of your feet then return to normal. 
Repeat theses raises for 30 seconds. 

8.Leg shake                                                

Stand up straight. Lift your right leg and shake it 
out for 15 seconds. Then raise your left leg and 
shake it out for another 15 seconds.  

9.Jumping jacks                                        

As you jump up extend your feet outward 
shoulder length apart and bring your arms up to 
your head. Repeat this exercise for 30 seconds. 

10. Hip rotations                                     

Place hands on your hips then roll your hips out 
wide for 15 seconds clockwise then 15 seconds 
counterclockwise.  

 

5x5x5 Activity Instructions: Start by walking for 5 minutes then rest for 2 minutes. Next, increase your 

pace to a slow jog for 5 minutes then rest for 2 minutes. Lastly, run at a medium to fast pace for 5 

minutes then allow your body to cool down with another 2 minutes of walking.  



Week 4:  Thursday 

 

 



 

 



Name: _______________________________________ 

Classroom Teacher: ____________________________________ 

 

Take a walk around your house and see what items you can find that you can make a homemade 

instrument with. Here are some ideas: two spoons, a pot and a wooden spoon, an empty water bottle 

and add some popcorn seeds or uncooked rice, or a tissue box with rubber bands stretched around it. If 

you look hard enough, you might even find a real instrument to use. (Be sure to check with your parents 

to make sure it is OK for you to use it!) If you can’t find anything to use as an instrument, you can make 

different sounds by clapping your hands, rubbing your hands together, patting your legs, and stomping 

your feet! 

 

Can you make more than one sound with your instrument? Describe some types of sounds you can 

make. Can you scrape it? Can you shake it? Can you hit it? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Draw a picture of your instrument in the box below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Play these rhythm patterns on your instrument. 

 

 



Write four new rhythm patterns.  

 

 

Play each pattern on your instrument.  

 

Try playing the patterns a different way. Can you play it fast? Can you play it slow?  

 

Which pattern did you like the best? Why? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

For a Challenge…..play all four of your rhythms in a row without stopping. 

For a Super Challenge….play the rhythm patterns backwards! 

 

 



Number and Operations in Base Ten | Level 3 
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Go Further! 

Work together with your partner. Both partners think of a number less than 500. On a separate 
sheet of paper, one partner finds the sum of the two numbers and the other partner finds the 
difference between the two numbers. Check each other’s work.

Ready® Center Activity 3.22 ★★

Add and Subtract Numbers Within 1000

What You Need

• base-ten blocks 

• Recording Sheet

What You Do

1. Take turns. Pick a letter and read the 
expression next to it. 

2. Find the matching letter on the Recording 
Sheet. Then solve the problem in that space. 
Explain the strategy you use.

3. Your partner checks by modeling the 
problem or by using a different strategy.

4. Repeat until all the letters are used.

Check 
Understanding

Solve 538 – 364. 
Explain the strategy 
you used. 

A 398 1 463

B 250 2 73 

C 654 2 146 

D 274 1 358

E 900 2 214

F 509 1 213 



Number and Operations in Base Ten | Level 3 
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Ready® Center Activity 3.22 ★★ Recording Sheet

Add and Subtract Numbers Within 1000

Partner A  

Partner B  

I can use place value, base-ten 
blocks, and a number line to help 
me add and subtract. 

A

398 1 463 5 

B

250 2 73 5 

C

654 2 146 5 

D

274 1 358 5 

E

900 2 214 5 

F

509 1 213 5 



Social Studies, Grade 3 
Week 4 (September 7-11, 2020) 

 
Friday 

 
Step 1: View the picture collage and read the information for each geographic region. 
 

Southeast Indians Northeast Indians 

 
 

 
Southeast Indians were skilled farmers. They grew 
corn, squash, and beans. They also hunted 
animals and gathered nuts, berries, and roots 
from the forest.  
 

 
Most Northeast Indians lived in the forest. They 
fished, hunted, and learned to farm. The most well-
known nation, the Iroquois, built longhouses from 
wood, bark, and leaves. 

Plains Indians Southwest Indians 

  

 
The Plains are a grassy area that was once home 
to millions of bison (buffalo). The Plains Indians 
depended on these animals for food. Many Plains 
tribes moved constantly to follow the bison herds.  

 
Much of the Southwest is dry desert. Some Southwest 
Indian tribes are related to the ancient Pueblo people. 
They are best known for their large apartment style 
pueblos. 

 



Step 2: Students will answer the following reflection questions. 
 

 

What impact did the physical environment have on the lives of early American Indians? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Predict the effect on their culture if all American Indians had settled in the same 

region. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



This Photo by Unknown 

The Joy of Enthusiasm 

 

 

Enthusiasm is a good feeling that you get when you are excited about a goal and are motivated 

to work toward that goal. You feel enthusiasm when you are working on a project that you really enjoy. 

Enthusiasm is a big part of success.  

The greatest benefit of enthusiasm is that it is infectious and so, when you are enthusiastic, you 

also inspire others, therefore they will do their tasks with more focus and confidence. This will speed 

your journey towards success. It is a proven fact that people follow enthusiastic & passionate leaders. 

Directions: Write or discuss the following with an adult, friend, or sibling. 

Write or tell 3 reasons why you think the emoji at the top of the page is enthusiastic. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Write down or tell someone about three things that you are enthusiastic about. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

How is enthusiasm helpful? ______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does it mean to be enthusiastic? ____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

How can you teach a friend or family member about enthusiasm?  _______________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Write or tell a short story about one of the emoji, at the top of the page, who is optimistic. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Enthusiasm /noun/ Intense and eager 

enjoyment, interest, or approval. 

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/boundless-business/chapter/performance-promotion-and-firing/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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