
 

 

Subject: TAG 
Grade: 3rd 
 
Note: TAG instruction occurs one day a week for each student. These plans are meant to replace the time that would be 
spent on core learning activities (reading, ELA/writing, math, social studies/science) for that one day each week. 
Students should still complete activities for specials classes (art, music, PE) on their TAG day.    
 

Week 3 
 

Standard Social Studies: SS3H3 c. 
TAG: Advanced Research Skills (ARS 1 & ARS 6), Higher Order Critical Thinking Skills (HOT 3) 

Brief Description Students will examine an image thought to be of a farm in the Virginia Colony in the 1600s. 
Then, they will analyze a primary document (a letter) written by a 12-year-old girl in 1771. 
After that, they will read an article about colonial America and compare and contrast their 
daily life to that of colonial children. As a final project, they will create a filmstrip storyboard 
for a colonial child. 

 
Student Directions 

1. Complete the “See, Think, Wonder” 
2. Follow the directions on the “Analyzing Primary Sources” page. 
3. Read “Colonial America: Daily Life on the Farm” 
4. Compare and contrast your life to that of a colonial child. Create a filmstrip storyboard. 
5. If possible, ask your parents to take a picture of your work with their phone and e-mail it to your TAG teacher. 

  



 

 

See, Think, Wonder 
Directions: The longer we look at an image, the more we see and the deeper our thinking becomes. 

We tend to notice new things that spark our curiosity. Look closely at the following image. Then 

answer the questions. (Use additional paper if needed.) 
 

 
See 

1. What do you notice first? _______________________________________________________________________ 

2. Find something small but interesting. What does it look like? ______________________________________ 

3. What do you notice that you didn’t expect? ____________________________________________________ 

4. What do you notice that you can’t explain? ____________________________________________________ 

5. What do you notice that you didn’t earlier? _____________________________________________________ 

Think 

1. Where do you think this came from? ____________________________________________________________ 

2. Why do you think somebody made this? ________________________________________________________ 

3. What do you think was happening when this was made? ________________________________________ 

4. Who do you think was the audience for this item? _______________________________________________ 

5. If somebody made this today, what do you think would be different? ____________________________ 

Wonder 

What do you wonder about... who? what? where? when? why? how?  

Write five questions that you have about the image. 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Analyzing Primary Sources 

Directions: Primary sources are first-hand accounts of a topic from people who had a direct 

connection to it. They are created by the people who witnessed an event or lived during a specific 

time period. Read the letter and answer the questions. (Use extra blank paper for more space to 

write your answers.) Since the cursive script can be hard to read, a typed version of the letter is 

provided next to it. (Try covering the typed version up and reading the cursive yourself! Then uncover 

it and see if you are correct. It is almost like a secret code.) 

  

Dear Mamma, you don’t know the fashion 

here – I beg to look like other folk. You don’t know 

what a stir would be made in Sudbury Street, 

were I to make my appearance there in my red Domi- 

nie & black hat. But the old cloak and bonnet together 

will make me a decent bonnet for common occasion. 

(I like that) Aunt says. It’s a pity some of the ribbons 

you sent won’t do for the bonnet – I must now 

close up this Journal. With Duty, Love, & Compli- 

ments as due, particularly to my dear little brother,  

(I long to see him) & Mrs. Law, I will write to her soon. 

                I am Honored Papa & Mama,  

                                           Your ever-Dutiful Daughter 

                                                 Anne Green Winslow 
N.B. My aunt Deming 
don’t approve of my English 
& has not the fear that you will think her concerned in the  
                                                                             diction. 

 

Background Information: Anna was a real person who lived in Colonial America. She was born in 

1759 in Nova Scotia, Canada. She was sent to live with her Aunt Sarah Deming in Boston, 

Massachusetts when she was 10 years old in order to go school. She copied this letter into a page in 

her diary. It was written on November 29, 1771 when she was 12 years old. 

 

1. Why do you think Anna’s family sent her to school in America instead of letting her live at home 

and go to school in Canada? 

2. Why might Anna want to look like everyone else? Have you ever felt that way? 

3. What do you think a “red Dominie and black hat” looks like? Draw a picture of the way you 

imagine it to look. 

4. Who do you think Mrs. Law is? 

5. What do you think “N.B.” at the bottom of the letter stands for? 

6. Why do you think Anna’s Aunt doesn’t approve of her English? What do you think Anna’s first 

language is? 

7. Why do you think using primary sources to learn about history is important? 

8. Why do you think most people don’t write in cursive anymore? Do you think it is important to take 

the time to learn cursive? 

Source: https://archive.org/stream/diaryofannagreen00wins#mode/2up 

https://archive.org/stream/diaryofannagreen00wins#mode/2up


 

 

Colonial America: Daily Life on the Farm 
 
Most of the people living in Colonial America lived and worked on a farm. Although there would eventually be 
large plantations where the owners became wealthy growing cash crops, life for the average farmer was very 
hard work. They had to work hard all year long just to survive. 

 
Early Morning 
A typical day on the farm started early in the morning as soon as the sun began to rise. Farmers needed to 
take advantage of every minute of daylight to get their work complete. The family would have a quick breakfast 
of porridge and then everyone would go to work. 
 
Work for Men 
The men worked outside on the farm and the fields. What they did depended on the time of year. During the 
spring they would be tilling and planting the fields. They had to do all the work by hand or with the help of an ox 
or horse. During the fall they had to gather the harvest. The rest of the time they tended the fields, took care of 
their livestock, chopped wood, fixed fences, and repaired the house. There was always more work to do. 
 

Work for Women 
The women worked every bit as hard as the men. They prepared the meals, sewed and mended the clothing, 
made candles, managed the garden, prepared food for the winter, wove cloth, and raised the children. 
 

Did the children work? 
Most children were put to work as soon as they were able. In many ways children were seen as laborers for 
the family. The boys helped the father with his work and the girls helped their mother. This way they also 
learned the skills they would need when they grew up. 
 
Did the kids go to school? 
In many areas there wasn't a public school like there is today, so a lot of farm children did not get any formal 
education. Boys often learned how to read or write from their father or the local minister. Girls were often not 
taught to read or write at all. In some places the children did go to school. The boys usually attended longer as 
it was considered more important for them to learn to read and write so they could manage the farm. 
 
What did they grow? 
Colonial farmers grew a wide variety of crops depending on where they lived. Popular crops included wheat, 
corn, barley, oats, tobacco, and rice. 
 
Were there slaves on the farm? 
The first settlers didn't own slaves, but, by the early 1700s, it was the slaves who worked the fields of large 
plantations. Slaves were for the rich, however, and the average small farmer generally couldn't afford a slave. 
 
Interesting Facts about Daily Life on the Farm in Colonial Times 

• The typical farming family lived in a one or two room house with dirt floors. 

• Horses were an important means of transportation. They were expensive, however, costing up to half a 
year's wages. 

• The only day of the week that the colonial farmer did not work was Sunday. On Sunday everyone was 
required to go to church. 

• Farmers usually had large families of at least six or seven children. 

• Despite working hard all day and wearing the same clothes most of the time, colonial farmers very 
seldom bathed or washed. 

 
 
 

Source: https://www.ducksters.com/history/colonial_america/daily_life_on_the_farm.php 

  

https://www.ducksters.com/history/colonial_america/daily_life_on_the_farm.php


 

 

Compare & Contrast 

Directions: After reading the article, “Colonial America: Daily Life on the Farm”, use the graphic 

organizer to compare and contrast your life in the present day, to a child from Colonial America in 

the past. Then write a conclusion and complete the synthesis activity.  

 Me Children in Colonial America 

When is it time 

to wake up 

and what’s for 

breakfast? 

 

  

What types of 

chores need to 

be completed 

each day? 

 

  

What is school 

like and who 

attends? 

 

 

  

What does the 

house look like 

and who lives 

there? 

 

  

  

Conclusion: Write a paragraph to answer the following questions. How are children today and 

colonial children alike? How are they different? Are there more similarities or differences? What is the 

most important difference between them?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Synthesis Activity: Imagine that a colonial child could make a YouTube or TikTok video. What would 

they make it about? Use the filmstrip storyboard organizer to plan out what they would record. Draw 

each scene and write a few words to explain what would be happening on camera. 



 

 

Filmstrip Storyboard Organizer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


