
Subject: TAG 
Grade: 3rd 
 
Note:  TAG instruction occurs one day a week for each student.  These plans are meant to replace the time that would 
be spent on core learning activities (reading, ELA/writing, math, social studies/science) for that one day each 
week.  Students should still complete activities for specials classes (art, music, PE) on their TAG day.    
 

Week 1 (August 17-21) 

Standard Science: S3L1 b. and c. 
TAG: CPS 3 

Brief Description Students will learn about the adaptations that help an alligator survive in the two of Georgia’s 
habitats: the swamps and marshes and the coastal plain. Students will imagine that the 
alligator was transported to the Georgia mountains. They will use the creative brainstorming 
strategy SCAMPER to help the alligator survive in the mountains. Students will understand 
what characteristics and traits an animal needs to survive in a particular habitat. 

 
Student Directions 

1. Print and complete the Creativity Warm-Up. 
2. Print “Habitats and the Georgia Mountains” and “The Alligator” articles. Complete the SCAMPER. 
3. Print and complete the Critical Thinking Logic Puzzle. 
4. If possible, ask your parents to take a picture of your work with their phone and e-mail it to your TAG teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/august%2017-21/3rd%20grade%20TAG_Week%201_Creativity%20Warm%20Up.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/august%2017-21/3rd%20grade%20TAG_Week%201_SCAMPER.pdf
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/domain/248/remote%20learning/august%2017-21/3rd%20grade%20TAG_Week%201_Critical%20Thinking%20Logic%20Puzzle.pdf


Creativity Warm-Up 
Directions:  

1. Write the letters of your name in large print, in the box below. 

2. Look at the lines that make up each letter. Imagine that the letters are the beginnings to a 

drawing. Turn the page upside down or sideways. Think about what else each letter could be 

turned into.  

3. Begin drawing. Add lines to each letter to turn them into something new. Can the new 

drawings represent your hobbies and things you like to do? Be creative. Add lots of details to 

your drawing.  

 

Example: The letters “A”, “d”, or “H” could be turned into an alligator, a dinosaur, or a happy monster 

holding a balloon. What else could they be turned into? What can you turn your name into? 

 
 

Complete your work here. (Use extra blank paper to brainstorm ideas if needed.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Habitats and the Georgia Mountains 

 

 

A habitat is a place that provides shelter, food, water, and a 

place to raise young. Plants and animals have adaptations 

that help them survive in their habitat. The two types of 

adaptations are physical (appearance) and behavioral 

(doing things). One example of a physical adaptation is 

camouflage, which is the ability of an animal to hide and 

blend in with their surroundings. An example of a behavioral 

adaptation is migration, like when birds fly south to stay 

warm for the winter. 

 

The mountain region is the highest region in Georgia and is known as the Blue Ridge Mountains. The 

Blue Ridge Mountains are a part of the Appalachian Mountain chain. 

 

Weather is cooler in the mountains compared to other habitats. During winter, mountain 

temperatures can fall below 40°F. Snow may fall in the mountains. Only plants and animals that can 

survive colder weather and higher winds are found here. 

 

There are many different plants and animals that call the mountains home. Some animals that live in 

the mountains are deer, black bears, birds, bats, bobcats, gray foxes, beavers, wood chucks, and fish 

like the trout. 

 

The caves in the mountain region are perfect for bats to live in. The caves provide roosting habitat for 

many bat species, including the gray bat, which is found nowhere else in Georgia. Caves can also 

be used for black bears to hibernate in. Animals that hibernate sleep during the cold, winter months 

to save their energy. The black bear also has thick fur to keep it warm. 

  

  



The Alligator 

 

 
 

 

 

Alligators are large, meat-eating reptiles that spend a lot of their lives in the water. Because they are 

cold-blooded reptiles, alligators are not big fans of cold weather. This limits their habitat to warmer, 

wetter areas. 

 

The American alligator grows up to 19 feet long and weighs up to 600 pounds. Alligators may live for 

more than 30 years. Female alligators lay up to 90 eggs at one time. Hatchlings (baby alligators) are 

less than 10 inches long. 

 

An alligator's brain weighs only 8 or 9 grams and would take up only one-half of a tablespoon. This 

lack of brain power means there is no such thing as a "nice alligator." If it's hungry, an alligator will eat 

anything that moves.  

 

Alligators are nocturnal and feed primarily at night. Adult alligators eat fish, birds, turtles, reptiles, and 

mammals. The alligator's teeth are used for catching the prey, but they do not tear it apart or chew 

it. They swallow their prey whole. Alligators typically eat once a week, but they can go up to 2 years 

without eating if they need to. 

 

An alligator can run up to 11 mph. (Faster than some humans!) An alligator can also stay underwater 

for about 15 minutes. If the water is very cold, they can stay underwater for much longer, from 2-8 

hours. 

  

Alligators are good swimmers. 

They use their tails to propel 

themselves through the water, 

and their webbed feet to swim. 

Each spike on an 

alligator's back is 

called a scute. Inside 

the scute is a bone 

that helps protect the 

alligator from attack. 

Alligators have skin that 

covers the throat to keep 

water out of the lungs and 

stomach when the 

alligator is underwater. 

Alligator eyes have two sets of 

eyelids. The outer lid works like a 

human eyelid to open and close 

the eye. The inner lid is clear and 

protects the alligator's eyes so 

that they can see underwater. 



SCAMPER 

Directions: Read “Habitats and the Georgia Mountains” and “The Alligator” articles. Alligators do not 

live in the mountains. In Georgia, they mostly live in the swamps and marshes in the southern part of 

the state. Imagine that an alligator was transported to the north Georgia mountains. What 

adaptations would it need to survive in its new habitat?  

SCAMPER the alligator in the graphic organizer below. Write your ideas in each of the boxes. Make 

sure that you explain the reasons for each of your decisions. Then draw or build your new animal! 

(You can use crayons, markers, paint, chalk, recycled materials, Legos, or anything you have at 

home.) Don’t forget to give your new animal a new name. It’s not an alligator anymore! 

S 
Substitute 

Substitute (or switch out) a body part of the alligator with a body part from a different 

animal in order to help the alligator survive in the mountains and find food. 

C 
Combine 

Combine the alligator with another animal in order to help it survive the cold, windy 

weather. 

A 
Add 

Add a new physical or behavioral adaptation that the alligator will need to survive the 

winter months. 

M 
Modify 

Modify (or change) a body part to make it larger or smaller in order to help your new 

animal move around the trees, caves, and streams found in the mountain region. 

P 
Put to a 

new use 

Put a body part to a new use by making it do something that the alligator cannot 

already do. This should help your new animal survive in the mountains. 

E 
Eliminate 

Eliminate (or get rid of) something on the alligator that it doesn’t need any more now 

that it doesn’t live in the swamp. 

R 
Rearrange 

Rearrange (or move) body parts on the alligator so that it can better survive in its new 

habitat. 

 

My animal’s new name: __________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Source: https://www.braingle.com/brainteasers/29616/animal-habitats.html 

Critical Thinking Logic Puzzle 
 

Alison, Chad, Ivelisse, Jaimie, Nick, Tony, and Vicky are all illustrating animals and their habitats for 

their wildlife project. Each person signed up with Mrs. Fisher to be sure that no one else was using the 

same animal. Use the habitat information and the clues below, and your knowledge of animals to 

find out who painted each picture. 

 

Habitats 

• antelope: grassy plains 

• camel: deserts 

• hippopotamus (hippo): swampy forests 

• ocelot: forests 

• orangutan: trees in forests 

• polar bear: arctic ice and land 

• zebra: grasslands 

 

Clues 

1. Tony and Vicky checked several books to learn about the grassy habitats for their animals. 

2. Alison, Ivelisse, and Jaimie all noticed that their animals like trees. Jaimie commented that hers was 

the only animal that was a member of the ape family. 

3. Nick's animal survives in extremely cold climates, and Chad's animal can tolerate extreme heat as 

well as cooler temperatures. 

4. Ivelisse said her animal was one of the heaviest, sometimes weighing up to 9,000 pounds. Her 

picture shows the huge animal in water. 

5. Vicky had fun drawing the striped pattern on her animal. 

 

 Camel Orangutan Ocelot Zebra Polar Bear Hippo Antelope 
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https://www.braingle.com/brainteasers/29616/animal-habitats.html

