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Fall Digital Issue
Supreme Court Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg Made History

by: Aanya Shah
America lost a true hero: Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. She tragically
passed away on September 18, 2020, from complications of metastatic pancreatic
cancer. In her long career as a Supreme Court justice, judge, and lawyer, Ruth
Bader Ginsburg impacted and improved women’s rights. Even in death she made
history as she became the first woman and Jewish person to lie in state at the U.S.
Capitol.
Born on March 15, 1933, in Brooklyn, New York to Nathan and Celia
Bade, she grew up in a low-income neighborhood. Ginsburg's mother, who was a
major influence in her life, taught her the value of independence and the power of
a good education.
At James Madison High School in Brooklyn, Ginsburg worked diligently and excelled in her studies. She then went on to Cornell University in 1954,
finishing first in her class. She married law student, Martin D. Ginsburg, that
same year.
Their first child, Jane, was born shortly after Martin was drafted into the
military in 1954. He served for two years and the couple returned to Harvard,
where Ginsburg also enrolled. Her husband, Martin got testicular cancer, in 1956, requiring intensive treatment. Ginsburg attended to her
young daughter and husband, taking notes for him in classes while she continued her own law studies.
"Fight for the things that you care about, but do it in a way that will lead others to join you,” she once said. Ginsburg played a
big role in women’s rights, and has been credited for helping pass the Pregnancy Discrimination
Act, which acknowledges pregnancy discrimination as unlawful. Women are now more protected against getting fired, or not considered for a job just because they are pregnant or have plans
to get pregnant.
Ginsburg led the ruling decision in the United States v. Virginia case. Women had been
prohibited from attending the Virginia Military Institute. Ginsburg argued that rather than create
a separate women’s program, they should be allowed to join the same program as men. Jury duty
was considered optional for women in the US. Several states argued that women should be exempt from participating due to family and household obligations. Ginsburg fought to require
women to serve on juries on the basis that their civic duty should be valued the same as men’s.
These are just a few of the many ways the Ruth Bader Ginsburg fought for gender
equality. Sadly, Ginsburg suffered through many health problems, which led to her tragic passing on September 18, 2020. Ruth Bader Ginsburg will always be remembered for her hard work
and dedication, not only for women’s rights, but also for her contributions to the United States of
America.
Ruth Bader Ginsburg inspires young followers everywhere!

Welcome Ms. Breanna Wise—Media Center Specialist
By Varshini Jeganath

Ms. Wise is from Dawsonville, GA which is in the Mountains. She has always
wanted to live in Fulton County. She has a bachelors in Spanish and she has
taught Spanish for two years.
She got master’s in library media at the University of West
Georgia which is in Carrollton.
Her favorite subjects growing
up were Reading, ELA, Science, and Band. She has wanted to be a teacher since she was
young, and she loves to read.
She got married in February
and has been married for 2
years. She has a dog named
Charlie. She loves to read. And
she likes all things Disney. Her
favorite book is The Giving
Tree by Shel Silverstein. She
decided to work in Middle
Grades because she loved Middle School so much. In the Library she makes sure that books
that students like to read are
being ordered and she facilitates classes and helps students
get books. She loves to meet students and form relationships with them and just talking
with them about life in general. She says that most of the kids coming to the library
like to read books that are categorized in Fiction because it helps them take their mind
of off school for a little. Her advice is to be creative and read a lot because reading is
especially important.

Welcome, Mrs. Adams!
Sing, Sing, Sing!

Welcome Back, Ms. Christy Wilson!
By: Vivian Lee

The one and only Ms. Christy
Wilson is back! She is an amazing
teacher, who is very dedicated to
This 2020-2021 year in school,
teaching. For those of you who
we have a new chorus teacher! Her
don’t know her, she is a 7th grade
name is Mrs. Sateacher that has been teaching for
rah Grace Adams. Here are some Q’s
20 years. She first launched her
and A’s to learn about Mrs. Adteaching career in 2001, right here
ams. She has a husband named Sam,
in River Trail Middle School!
who a teaches management
That’s when River Trail first
and diplomacy for government. is
opened! She taught 6th grade math
a She has 2 daughters. Her oldher first year and science the rest of
er daughter is named Astrid, who
the years. Although she taught at
is in 10th grade at Alpharetta High
River Trail for 10 years, she didn’t
School. Her younger daughteach at River Trail all her life.
ter is named Eva, who is in 8th grade
In 2011, Ms. Wilson moved
at Web Bridge Middle School. Mrs.
to
an
island
in the Netherlands. This island is called Aruba! Here’s what Ms. Wilson
Adsaid about her favorite part of Aruba.
“We would ride bikes near the sunset everyday, and there was a cave, that
when the waves hit it just right, it would create a rainbow.”
That is so amazing! I mean, biking near a sunset and seeing a rainbow, wow.
That’s not all though. Ms. Wilson had more to add about the tropical island of Aruba.
ams is originally from Lakeland, Florida. She studied at Lynchburg College, The
“Oh my goodness, it was just gorgeous, just the sunset views on the ocean.
University of Lynchburg in Virginia, and at the University of South Carolina. She
has taught in Charlotte, North Carolina, in Columbia, South Carolina, and for Fulton It’s beautiful.”
Aruba sounds like a dream. Ms. Wilson didn’t go to Aruba just to relax and
County Schols. She had her own studios in Vienna, Austria; Rome, Itahave
fun,
but she actually went there to teach! She was originally going to teach scily; Stockholm, Sweden; and Ankara, Turkey. All in all, Mrs. Adams has taught
ence there, but the school really needed a math teacher, so Ms. Wilson decided to help
singing and chorus for 30 years!
Mrs. Adams no doubt loves to travel, and her favorite place is Hawaii. Be- out! She worked hard and taught math for 6th, 7th , 8th, and 9th grade! That’s a lot!
There are many things that teachers like about teaching, but 1 thing stood out
sides travelling, she also loves to cook. Her favorite dessert to make and enjoy is
the mist for Ms. Wilson. Ms. Wilson said enthusiastically, “I love it when kids have
Cannoli. Thinking she must love Italian food, I thought maybe her favorite restaurant is an Italian pasta place, but she says that her favorite gourmet establishment is that kind of ah-ha moment.” I agree with Ms. Wilson. I like it when I finally understand something that was originally hard for me. It makes me feel like I am on cloud 9.
Nasu Shushi Bar and Ocean Grill. Her other favorites include the paranormal and
As you all know, we are all stuck at home during Covid-19. We are not going
spooky variety: Stranger Things, the hit TV show, and Halloween, the candy lovers’
to
school,
and it may have made you feel a little stressed out. It’s okay, because you
holiday. She keeps her mind sharp with her favorite game, “Trivial Pursuit.”
aren’t the only one feeling like that. Teachers feel like that too!
What does Ms. Adams love about her job, teaching Chorus? like about
Ms. Wilson described what she felt like by saying “strange, cause I have many friends
Chorus? She answers, “An awesome way for groups of singers to create beautiful
music together.” Ms. Adams is very happy to be at River Trail and says, “RTMS has and colleagues who first opened River Trail with me in 2001, and we see each other in
the hallway with our masks, and we don’t even recognize each other.”
such a fun positive atmosphere!”
We are glad to have an spectacular teacher like Ms. Wilson.
If you ever see Mrs. Adams in school, please welcome her and say hi.
By: Ameya Shet

District Honor Choir

Talented students from RTMS tried out and won places on the District Honor Choir
this fall. They will participate in virtual rehearsals and create a virtual choir performance: They include the following students from 8th Grade: Sailee Gokhale,
Claire Jing, Fallon Keel, Anna Parthiban. 7th Grade: Divija Nath, Nishevitha
Suresh. 6th Grade: Mary Abraham,
Peyton Cooper, Aanya Sathish,
Katherine Ziabtchenko. Alternates:
Shantanav Ghose, Sky Lee, Neha
Shariff, all from 6th Grade
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The Stress-Solver
By: Neha Shariff

Have you ever found yourself stressed out? Maybe you are nervous about a test,
or you have a lot on your to-do list, or maybe you are scared about Covid 19. Whatever
the problem is, we all get stressed out one time or another, and it is okay.
The first thing you need to do is find out why you are stressed. There are several
reasons and finding out why can help you figure out a solution. Here are some reasons
why people get stressed out:
Procrastination
The dictionary definition of procrastination is, “The action of delaying or postponing
something.” If you just happen to always leave things for the last minute… you like to
procrastinate. These days teachers are trying not to give students too many assignments, or
if they do, they give you a decent amount of time to finish each one. Now, some people
look at all the time that they have and decide that they do not need to start on their tasks
right away. They believe they have ample amount of time to finish their work, but the
reality is that they do not. Just because they have an assignment due days later, they tend
to take a laid-back attitude, but they may not know when more assignments come their
way. Meaning, sometimes, the teacher may tell them about a due date only a couple of
days before the assignment is due, and it could clash with another homework. This causes
one to feel stressed with all the assignments or projects to tackle. This may cause late
nights, which can cause lack of sleep leading to more stress.
Restless nights
Sleep is an important part of our lives. When one gets little sleep, he or she tends to have a
hard time concentrating on tests and understanding things. Sleep is important in retaining
information learned, hence, not getting enough sleep can hinder that essential process.
Too much work
Another big issue that causes stress is when you have too much to do. Joining too many
clubs and committing to various obligations can be the cause of too much work. It is always good to join different clubs and have exposure to a variety of things, but one must
pick and choose. Sometimes things such as sports, workshops and clubs can be big commitments, and one must think carefully before committing to everything.
There are more reasons that cause stress, like not paying attention, time being wasted,
personal problems, or maybe it is a group project, and your teammates are not doing their
work. But whatever it is, a student needs to take a moment to stop and to take care of himself or herself and find a balance.
Now that you have hopefully figured out why you are feeling stressed, let us figure out how to fix it:
Set Times
In many circumstances the problem is that you are wasting too much time. A way to help
this is by making schedules. This can help you keep track of time and learn how to finish
things faster. For example, if you have to finish a language arts and math assignment, and
also study for a science test. By giving the first 30 minutes for math, 45 minutes for language arts, and the remaining time for science, onw will feel more motivated. Give yourself a decent amount of time to finish each project.. It can also be referred to as “time
management.”
Affirmations
Affirmations are motivational sentences that help you feel better about yourself. ‘I am
safe’, ‘I am doing great’ and ‘I can do this’ are all examples of affirmations. When you
repeat these motivational sentences throughout the day, they register in your mind, and
you start believing it. They make you feel more determined and ready to finish your tasks.
Journaling
Similarly, writing down your thoughts can help you to take things that may be bothering
you, out of your mind and on a paper. This can make your mind clearer when you have
tasks to finish and can make you feel calmer.
Stress relievers
You have most probably heard of stress relievers. Some types of stress relievers are stress
balls, silly putty, rubix cubes, and play foam. Studies show that stress relievers help with
anxiety and stress. Therefore, using stress relievers would be great when you are not in the
best mood.
Ask for help
Ask for help. If you are having problems with a subject, or do not have enough time, ask
for help! You cannot expect yourself to understand everything! Asking for help will assist
you to understand a subject. Additionally ask for extensions for assignments if needed.
Take breaks
Taking breaks between tasks such as between classes or homework is very important. It
can help to improve productivity and help you to stay focused, and healthy. Using the 57
17 rule is best. This is when you work for 57 minutes, take a 17-minute break, and then
proceed to another 57-minute work session.

The Six-Wheeled Geologist-

By Aashvi Nijhara
In approximately five months, Mars, one of the four terrestrial planets, will
be getting a special visitor. This visitor has already travelled millions of miles at a speed of
nearly 70,000 mph to get to the Red Planet. Perseverance, a six-wheeled rover, launched
by NASA on July 30th, 2020 is heading for Mars. The name Perseverance, nicknamed
Percy, was selected out of approximately 28,000 of
the submissions received. Interestingly, the winning name came from a middle schooler
named Alexander Mather. Perseverance will be landing in the Jezero Crater on Mars in
February 2021 and the mission will last about 2 years. According to
NASA, Percy will study the habitability of
Mars for signs of ancient microbial life. In
addition, it will gather samples of the
rocks and soil to store for more research. Perseverance is also equipped with
a helicopter to test the first powered flight
on the Red Planet. This entire mission will
benefit scientists in future missions with
human explorers. I can’t wait for the famous 6-wheeled geologist to land on
Mars.

Black Lives Matter!

Johns Creek residents came together this summer to support the important cause
of Black Lives Matter. We saw former students, their parents, kids, and citizens
coming together to demonstrate peacefully and to reinforce strongly that our
fellow citizens matter to each and every one of us. The Black Lives Matter
Movement is for Freedom, Liberation and Justice
The young woman holds the sign which reads: One Race—Human Race. Yes!

Five Autumn Desserts You Will “Fall” in Love With
by Kaelyn Jin-Britt

Spend time with family to make these fun desserts! From cookies to
pies and cakes, you will fall in love with these delicious Autumn dessert ideas.
Apple Pie
Let’s start with the classic,
Apple Pie: Apple pie is one of the main
desserts made in the Fall season in the
US. It is made by Granny Smith apples,
and a pie crust. Topped with ice cream
and brown sugar, best dessert for the season.
Snickerdoodle cookies These cookies are
so fun to make and they give the Autumn
spirit with their cinnamon taste and scent.
They are usually identified by their cracked top and can be crispy or chewy, like
other cookies.
Pumpkin Pie: Of course, everyone knows that any desserts that have pumpkin in
it, it’s automatically an Autumn dessert. But have you ever actually tried it before? I asked a few people, and they said that the
crust is not only soft, but it’s hard at the same
time. And the filling tasted wonderful with the
pumpkin in it.
Caramel Apples: When you’re at Six Flags during November or October, do you see food carts
on the side of the road that sell caramel apples?
That’s because caramel apples are Fall desserts
as well, and they taste delicious. Not only are
caramel apples tasty, but they also are very easy
to make. All you do is put a stick in an apple and
stick the apple in a bowl of caramel. And then
decorate it with nuts, chocolate, and other toppings.
Carrot Cake: I remember hearing the name for the first time. I remember disliking it because I thought it was weird, but really, it’s a beautiful tasting cake that
has white cream cheese frosting on top. And sometimes people like to add cinnamon in the batter as well.
These were five different fall desserts that you can make with your
friends and family this month. Stay safe in the pandemic, and Happy Autumn!

Comic relief! By Vincent Deckard
We all need a laugh sometimes, so here’s a couple puns and jokes from our very
own Howling Times staff!
My doctor said my DNA is backwards, so I said AND?
Shout out to all the people who don’t know what the opposite of in is!
Not ALL math puns are terrible, just “sum”
I was wondering why the ball was getting bigger. Then it hit me.
My dog can do tricks. It’s a labracadabrador.
Inspecting mirrors is a job I can really see myself doing.
I’m looking for my watch, but I can never find the time.
What happened to the chef who died? He pasta way
“Wood fired pizza” How will pizza get a job now?
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Reading Doesn’t Have to Stop
By Prisha Shah

The COVID - 19 Pandemic has upturned our entire lives. These are very stressful times for everybody. With people being stuck at home and not being able to go
out, everybody needs something to do to keep them busy. Something like reading is a great stress reliever, studies show that reading decreases stress levels more than listening to music or walking does. In fact, reading decreases stress levels by 68 percent!
Many libraries have been shut down due to the coronavirus, but this does not mean that we have to stop reading. There are many apps that can be downloaded that give you
access to county libraries. Apps such as Libby and Overdrive can give you access to thousands of books that your county or community libraries offer. Our school offers
such apps as well. Mackenvia and Sora are both amazing platforms that offer hundreds of books in a variety of genres, and formats including e-books. Companies such as
Amazon and eBay also sell handheld books right to your doorstep. Other websites such as SecondSale can get you books you want to read, without draining on your wallet.
While 2020 has been quite a tumultuous year, it has not stopped writers from publishing or people from reading. In fact, bookstores have seen their online sales rise,
Waterstones a British bookstore has seen its online sales go up by 400 percent. Here are some of the bestselling books of 2020.
The Kingdom of Back by Marie Lu : Historical Fiction
Born with a gift for music, Nannerl Mozart has just one wish: to be remembered forever. But even as she delights audiences with her masterful playing, she has little hope she'll ever become the acclaimed composer she longs to be. She is a young woman in eighteenth-century Europe, and that means composing is forbidden to her. She will perform only until she reaches a marriageable age—her tyrannical father has
made that much clear.
As Nannerl's hope grows dimmer with each passing year, the talents of her beloved younger brother, Wolfgang, only seem to shine
brighter. His brilliance begins to eclipse her own, until one day a mysterious stranger from a magical land appears with an irresistible offer.
He has the power to make her wish come true—but his help may cost her everything.
A Song Below Water by Bethany. C Morrow:
Tavia is already at odds with the world, forced to keep her siren identity under wraps in a society that wants to
keep her kind under lock and key. Never mind she's also stuck in Portland, Oregon, a city with only a handful
of black folk and even fewer of those with magical powers. At least she has her bestie Effie by her side as they
tackle high school drama, family secrets, and unrequited crushes.
But everything changes in the aftermath of a siren murder trial that rocks the nation; the girls’ favorite Internet
fashion icon reveals she's also a siren, and the news rips through their community. Tensions escalate when
Effie starts being haunted by demons from her past, and Tavia accidentally lets out her magical voice during a
police stop. No secret seems safe anymore—soon Portland won’t be either.

Cinderella Is Dead by Kalynn Bayron:
It’s 200 years after Cinderella found her prince, but the fairy tale is over. Teen girls are now required to appear at
the Annual Ball, where the men of the kingdom select wives based on a girl’s display of finery. If a suitable match
is not found, the girls not chosen are never heard from again.
Sixteen-year-old Sophia would much rather marry Erin, her childhood best friend, than parade in front of suitors.
At the ball, Sophia makes the desperate decision to flee, and finds herself hiding in Cinderella’s mausoleum.
There, she meets Constance, the last known descendant of Cinderella and her step sisters. Together they vow to bring down the king once and for
all–and in the process, they learn that there’s more to Cinderella’s story than they ever knew . . .
Reading can help with a lot of stressful emotions that people are feeling right now and these are some great books to read if you have the time.

Spring Free From Screens!

By: Lillian Hart
Have you caught yourself staying on the screen for a long time after school or on weekends? There is a good chance you have. Some pretty common screen time problems are the following: Watching TV Without a Break: Netflix Binges; Searching Google Endlessly; Video
Games All Day and All Night; Texting Too Many Times; YouTube Video Marathons. These are
common things lots of students do when they are extremely bored after school or on weekends! It
is already very challenging for students to stay on a screen all day for school, so after school students should take screen breaks!
I spoke to a sixth grade student, Aishvarya Prahalad. She said, “Too much screen time
can be stressful. It can hurt your eyes, give you headaches, and even reduce your dose of Vitamin
C.” Aishvarya seemed highly passionate and really believed this is an argument worth fighting
for. So instead of staying in front of screens after school and weekends, here are somethings you
could do to get off devices and have some educational fun!
These are all ways to keep busy INSTEAD of staying on screens after school or on
weekends!
20 THINGS TO DO WHEN YOU ARE BORED
#1 Listen To Music
#2 Read –So Many Great Books to Choose From
#3 Go For A Walk
#4 Practice A New Language
#5 Write A Book
#6 Sketch Comics
#7 Write To A Pen Pal
#8 Play Board Games
#9 Setup A Picnic
#10 Perform Science Experiments
#11 Journal/Write About
Your Day
#12 Form A Club
#13 Write An Imaginative Story
#14 Donate Old Items (Books,
Clothes, Room Decor, etc.)
#15 Play A Card Game
#16 Catch Up On Schoolwork
#17 Wash Your Hands!
#18 Drink Water
#19 Go For A Fun Run!!!
#20 Exercise
Next time you catch yourself staying on devices for long periods of time, remember
that you can do many things away from screens.

Finland Says Covid-19 is to the Dogs!
Posts Coronavirus-Sniffing Dogs to Helsinki Airport
By: Abhigna Jagannatha

Dogs are known
as a man’s best friend, a
companion, they help disabled people and blow up
the internet, but they are so
much more. Like the dogs
in at Helsinki Airport in
Finland.
Even during the
Coronavirus people need
to get around in planes, but
that means exposing yourself to the virus. You never know who has it. That is where the Helsinki
Airport sniffing dogs come in, because it takes long to check every single
person that enters the airport for the virus sniffing dogs sniff the air and
around people for the virus, they can take about seconds when a normal
test could take about couple hours.
On the website Washingtonpost.com they say that a Canine test
can take about 10 seconds for a result to come and require only about one
minute of the traveler’s time. Talk about fast!
Researchers hope that sniffing dogs can have a key role in screening for
the virus. Researches in Helsinki university “have found promising indications dogs can detect the virus” but do not know how effective it can
be.
All good things come with the price, and the price for this is
time, and patience. It takes a long time for the dogs to learn how to detect
the virus. They get easily tired and loose concentration. So far there are
16 dogs that have been trained and out of all of them only 4 are ready to
use. And another six that are not suitable for noisy places like airports. There are still lots of things that need to be fixed but the Helsinki
Airport is sure that this can help.
Even though it is not known for sure, researches think dogs will
not be able to give humans the virus “because there is no evidence” about
that, even though they can get it themselves for there are many dogs that
have been tested positive these past months.
There are also many concerns about bringing dogs into an airport, including invasion of privacy, and those who are allergic or scared of
dogs. There also could be a chance of people suing the company!
Dogs are so much more then pets. They are changing our world
and helping people stay safe during the Coronavirus. This is only the start
of something that might help, and Finland is ready!
4.

SpaceX Exploration

Do You Know Where Small Pets Come From?

By: Ella Jeon
Everyone has been to Pet Smart and seen their cute hamsters in their cages. Their begging eyes staring back at you, and you just can’t help but want to cuddle them. But have you
ever wondered where these hamsters come from?
They come from Rodent mills.
Large rooms were thousands or even millions of rodents are kept together in small bins. The people
in these mills will place a male and a female rodent together to breed with no regard to their genes or health. For example, if a female hamster has a tumor, she will pass down
her tumor to her litter which will lead to more sick hamsters. Pets in rodent mills are given none of the necessities: no enrichment, dirty to no water, and minimal
food with barely any nutrients. This can lead to animals
getting extremely stressed, and, in some cases, one animal will eat another. The worst part is that most
animals bred in these horrid places do not even make it out
alive. Many are gassed and frozen because they have
died either of stress or starvation.
There are only a few articles on rodent mills even
though this improper breeding has been going on for at
least 50 years, so the mistreatment simply continues. To
stop this gruesome process, we, as a society, need to stop buying pets from pet store chains like
PetSmart or Petco. Now, you might be wondering, how do we get pets while not support rodent
mills? You could, adopt an animal from rescue centers and craigslist. There are also small animal breeders who breed ethically that you could adopt from!
I hope that I have reached at least one person and made a small step towards a future that is safer and happier for small animals to live.

by Nishevitha Suresh
Space, a fascinating expansion of celestial bodies, remains a confounding mystery. From 1955, countries all over the globe have aspired to
learn about the world above and adorned jewels of knowledge that lie within. Currently, SpaceX is the reigning company for space exploration. Elon
Musk is the head of this company. He also developed Tesla, cars which run
on battery fuel. His most recent project is Starlink, which is used to provide
successful connectivity in rural areas with satellites launched from Earth.
Recently, the company has launched over 650 satellites contributing to this Starlink project and a reusable, two-stage rocket named Falcon
9. This rocket was launched on Thursday, September 3, 2020. This rocket is
70 meters in height and 549, 054 kilograms in mass. The purpose of Falcon
9’s launch was to transport people and payload safely in Earth’s orbit and
beyond. The Falcon 9 has had a total of 91 total launches.
SpaceX’s rockets are different from previous ones because of their
reusability. This reduces costs for space-manufacturing and space-access.
Before these rockets were developed, each rocket used to cost $152 billion
dollars each time they were made, but not reusable. Reusable rockets can be
used up to 10 times, which saves $1,368 billion dollars from cost of production and access. SpaceX is discovering answers to Covid-19. They are exploring the bone loss and other space sicknesses/dangers that pose a threat
to astronauts and trying to find a connection. Also, SpaceX is working on
connecting rural areas to the internet. Exciting discoveries!

Conspiracy Theories: Lizard People

By Amy Zhao
Before continuing to read below, please note that everything in this article is a joke. If
you believe in this conspiracy theory, please schedule an appointment with a counselor.
We are here today to take a dive into the greatest conspiracy
ever created. In this article, you will learn how this phenomenon started, what it is, and if you are a lizard person yourself.
Now, you may be thinking: “What is a lizard person?” They
are highly influential alien shape-shifting reptilian humanoids
bent on world domination according to Vox. Some of the
most prominent figures in their society include Queen Elizabeth, Obama, and Michael Jackson. Believe it or not, some
people (a lot actually) think this stuff is real. In 2013, the
Public Polling Policy (a very believable source, trust me)
conducted a survey about multiple conspiracy theories. It was
revealed that 7% of Americans believe in lizard people. 7%
of Americans are roughly 12 million people. However, take
don’t take this information too literally, as there might have
been some trolls that ruined the legitimacy of the survey.
Now that you know what a lizard person is, let’s look at the dark and disturbing history of how
it all started. According to Vox, lizard people seem to come from these three constellations:
Draco, Sirius, and Orion. Believers such as David Icke has concluded that these alien snakelike creatures have been visiting Earth for centuries. He also has written a book on this subject
called The Biggest Secret: The Book That Will Change the World (which is super expensive
btw).
We are currently moving on to the last and probably your favorite part. Are you a
lizard person? According to The Atlantic, here are the common signs: “nice sight/hearing”;
“love of space and science”; “unexplained scars on the body”; “reddish hair”; “green/hazel/
blue eyes”; “low blood pressure”; “sense of not belonging to the human race.”
If you have any of those signs, you are probably a lizard person. “But I’m not!” you say. Well,
that is exactly what a lizard person would say. We now end on this startling revelation. Do you
know people that show these signs? And are they shape-shifting aliens?

An Effort to Give Back to the Community!

By: Aanya Shah
Over the summer, many students in our area made an effort to give
back to the community during these unprecedented times. They conducted
various initiative, from donating masks and to helping younger kids explore
and discover their passions. Chattahoochee High School students Medhini
Anand and Dhruv Anand raised money to help feed the hungry and underprivileged. They provided food and supplies to the North Fulton Community Charity as part of a food drive. Student Leadership Johns Creek member
David Hsi organized efforts to provide meals for frontline workers in local
hospitals. He also helped by donating surgical and N95 masks. And last but
not least, Northview sophomore Aesha Shah, a former wolf, created an initiative called Discovery Circle, which helped many younger kids, including
River Trail students, explore their interests by attending classes for any activities that interested them. Overall, a countless number of students in our
community spent their summer helping and giving back through initiatives
which made a positive impact for many people. Way to Go!

Cartoon by Vincent Deckard
5.

I Can Tech Hack With My Eyes Shut Tight

By: Aishvarya Prahalad
One of the most prominent and irritating problems of online school is all the technology
problems. Be it from the shared screen not showing, or the “join” button on TEAMS not working,
or TEAMS not loading, or even just a site not loading, it can really take out a chunk of the class
time… and it can be frustrating. Here are some hacks to fix this.
The general fixes:
These fixes are rather general. Most problems can be solved with these tips!
1) Restart your computer. This solves everything! Try doing during lunch, a break, or before/after
school. It can take up a few minutes, and you don’t want to miss instruction because of it.
2) Restart TEAMS. Don’t know how to do this? Right-click on the TEAMS icon in your taskbar
and click “Quit.” After a few moments, open it up again!
3) Leave the meeting and come back. If you’re having meeting problems, this is the best thing to
do. Leave the meeting and come back. You can even exit the TEAMS browser if you want.
4) Sign out of your computer, and sign back in. This can help just restart everything, clear the
cache, and it’s extremely useful in last-minute cases where you don’t have time to restart.
Specific fixes:
I’m getting an error message when I log into my computer, it’s saying that the domain isn’t available.
This is a common problem, so don’t think it’s just you. First, try restarting your computer. If that
doesn’t work, ask a parent or guardian to drive you to River Trail (the actual school!), and log in
Photo credit: Taken by Aishvarya Prahalad
to the Wi-Fi from there. It will work.
I can’t see the panel with all the buttons, like mute and chat.
Are you seeing a blank black panel, or maybe no panel at all? It’s simple to fix. Leave the meeting and come back. If that doesn’t work, quit TEAMS and come back.
I can’t see the screen. It keeps loading, and I either get a black screen or it says, “Can’t display content.”
Lots of students get this problem, and the teachers are aware of it. You must let it load. If it loads into an error message, you should leave the meeting, ex out Teams (you
don’t have to quit, per say), and come back.
I can’t see that the meeting has started. And the join button isn’t working.
For the first one, give your teachers a little bit of time. If it’s well past time, then quit TEAMS and open it again. And if the button doesn’t work, ask someone to invite you
into the meeting. You’ll get a pop-up, and that one will work.
If you’re getting any of these error messages above, or any errors, for that matter, the first step is: Don’t panic. Teachers are understanding of this problem, and they’re going
to do their best to help you. Be calm and do what’s in your power. Some things aren’t in your control, and it’s okay.
Some cool technology tips to stay ahead of your game:
1) Pin to taskbar. Pin your most used apps to your taskbar. Definitely Chrome and TEAMS, but also do OneNote, Word, and Outlook. Remember, Desktop versions work
better than the browser ones! Right-click on the icon you’re using and click “Pin to taskbar.” This makes it so much easier to get to your apps.
2) Virtual backgrounds. TEAMS offers virtual backgrounds for you in case you have a messy background, or you just want to have some fun. Click on the three dots in the
panel and click “Background Effects.” From there - it’s all yours!
3) Bookmarks. On most browsers, you can bookmark websites that you use often. This way, you don’t have to repeatedly search in the bar, you just click a button! On
Chrome, click the little star on the right in the address bar. After that, you can name your bookmark and organize it into different folders. Pretty neat!
If none of these tips or tricks work, if nothing’s working, don’t get frustrated. Just call the hotline - they’ll help you with everything in the end!
470 - 254 - 2300

Blow Your Mind Facts
By Aarna Vachan

Are you just craving for some spellbinding facts that will blow your
mind? Well you’re in the right place. The facts are just down below.
General
The shortest war in history only lasted 38 minutes (The Anglo-Zanzibar
war)
The longest English word is 189,819 letters long
The world’s first novel ends mid-sentence
The longest book is 9,609,000 characters long
The world’s longest hiccup was 8 years long
1 hour 5 minutes and 11 seconds is the longest someone is gone without
blinking
The oldest person to still be alive is from Tokyo, she is 117 years old
A Vantablack absorbs 99.98 percent of light, making it the closest thing
to staring at a black hole
Most Disney characters wear gloves to keep the animation simple
The US government saved every tweet from 2006 to 2017
New Zealand has the longest place name in the world (85 characters)
Food
Europeans were scared to eating tomatoes when they were first introduced
Honey does not perish
Watermelons are berries
A pistachio is actually a fruit
Apples give you more energy than coffee
Raspberries are a member of the rose family
Pizza is known to be one of the most popular food in the world
Animals
Kangaroos cannot walk backwards
An ostrich eye is bigger than its brain
A crocodile cannot stick its tongue out
It is physically impossible for a pig to look up at the sky
Bees can fly higher then Mount Everest
A shrimp’s heart is in its head
The greatest number of dogs owned by a single person is 5,000
An Elephant weighs less than a blue whale’s tongue
A snail can sleep for 3 years
Elephants can have emotions
Cockroaches can live for a day without their head
A species of jelly fish called the Turritopsis Dohrnii, is known to be
immortal
Glaucus Atlanticus (Blue angel), a species of sea slug is so
rare it is only found on the coasts of south Africa and Australia
Turkeys can blush
Cow burps are toxic

How Covid-19 Impacts Our Lives

By: Catherine Ji
We all have been affected by the Covid-19 virus. Let’s look at some different views of this
macabre crisis that has brought, “the rich, the poor, the popular, and the un-popular,” together, as
said by Varshini Jeganath.
There is one thing that we are all experiencing currently: school. School is different for
everyone, but substantially the same. Students go into Teams meetings to learn, and teachers try to
make sure they are learning in a way that helps them to grab it. It’s not easy, and to quote one
teacher, “We are all learning,”
We all remember the first few weeks when we found out we wouldn’t have school for a
brief week or two, and to quote Aishvarya Prahalad, “We thought it was the best news we could
get.” Nowadays, however, students are bored easily at home, and would love to go to school for
face-to-face school. Even teachers admit that it is exciting to have students with them. “Great! I can
wait to have (two students) tomorrow in class with me,” said one teacher. I know that if I ask any
student what type of learning they prefer; I know they would say it would be face-to-face. As Richard Xia said, “sitting in front of the computer can destroy your bottom. Painful Sitzfleisch is what
the Germans call it,” another student said that, “taking classes in front of the computer can maybe,
cause our eyes to be terrible in the future,” Both agree that school has become immensely more
boring. We all know middle school is where all the fun, friends, and drama are. But as one as one
student said, “It's middle school. One of the prime places to make friends, and here we are, stranded
at home,” and another said, “But because of stinking COVID, there would be no fun, and most of
all, no TikTok gossip. At least the teachers don’t have as much trouble to deal with!”
However, teaching virtually is just as hard. As Mrs. Tetreault said, “I worry my students
are not paying attention. I work so hard to make a quality lesson and wonder if they’re just watching TikTok videos. I guess those TikTokers worked hard on their videos too, but it’s hard to compete with that. I know that in the long run, it’s important that student pay attention in class and
learn, but they don’t understand that yet,” Teachers are really stressed for students to pay attention
during class. One teacher said, “I don’t want excuses. I have given you plenty of time to finish
this,” and another said, “To be honest with you, it is really tiring trying to find students’ assignments and to go back and grade tests every time they have to retake it,”
Furthermore, the Coronavirus has completely affected everyone in their own lives too. As
Mrs. Adams, Ms. Wise, and Mrs. Juan wrote to me, “At first I was worried for my family and how
we would cope with the situation psychologically as well as stay healthy,” “I was not able to … see
many of my family members in fear of someone becoming sick, especially my grandparents.” One
said, “I used to think that if I am careful, no disease will really affect me. Now, I feel the full impact of Covid-19.” And many other teachers and students feel-anxious. If you feel like that, you
should talk to someone, don’t be scared or embarrassed, as I know many people feel about talking
about their own feelings. You could also immerse yourself more in the S. S. S. lessons given each
Tuesday and Thursday during Wolf Pack.
On the other hand, Covid-19 has affected us in positive ways too. As many students and
teachers have written to me, they have spent more time with their families. As some have said, “We
have been able to ride bikes, watch movies, and play video games more as a family,” and “music
and the outdoors have been my family’s way of coping with this virus. We also grew closer as a
family by playing board games, doing puzzles, and painting together.”
Alas, we are all having our own problems and troubles with this atrocious challenge. But
we can do this-together.
6.

The Distasteful Start of Fanta
By Amulya Kumar

Businesses anywhere around the world have undergone many peaks and lows. The products and innovations a business creates are an immense factor on its popularity, validating why
some companies are more prominent than others.
Today, Coca- Cola is one of the world's largest beverage companies. Of the hundreds of
brands Coke owns, Fanta is the second oldest one in the company. Though its origin and start are
controversial, Fanta’s vibrant colors and bubbly flavors have made its way through thousands of
lives from when it was first introduced in 1940. However, like most businesses, Coca- Cola began
unrecognized.
According to Gina Echevarria, it all started when the company officially appointed Robert
Woodruff as president of Coca- Cola. Many French creators used unsanitary procedures for bottling
and made their customers sick. Robert Woodruff came up with a different policy. “While CocaCola provided the flavoring, each country provided its own bottling equipment and sugar for their
own production,” Gina Echevarria says. Connect this innovative idea to Coca- Cola sponsoring the
1928 Summer Olympics; the company began to prosper.
Coca- Cola’s brand continued to spread its logo throughout Europe, finally entering Germany. Soon after, in 1933, Adolf Hitler came to power indicating a memorable period for Germany
and Coca- Cola. A German man named Max Keith had a firm bond and love for the company. He
began to market the brand all through the country next to banners with swastikas. “Keith-led pledge
to Coca-Cola and a rousing ‘Sieg heil!’ to Hitler. Keith feared his American-owned business would
also be taken by the government. Woodruff and Keith were finally forced to cut ties, and Keith's
flow of Coca-Cola was halted,” Echevarria explains.
For Keith to continue creating soft drinks, he had chemists make a soda similar to Coke.
Instead of using ingredients used in Coke, these chemists utilized food leftovers and scraps from
produce markets. This drink made of leftovers had a beige color that looked like ginger ale. Even
though the taste wasn’t that enjoyable, Nazi Germany’s few soft drink choices left customers to
increase Fanta’s popularity. The German branch
sold about 3 million cases before the ending of
the war. When the Allies in World War II
marched into Germany and captured its factories,
Fanta stopped being produced in Germany and
Keith gave the profits to Coca- Cola’s headquarters in Atlanta!
In 2015, Coca- Cola celebrated Fanta’s
75th year anniversary. Many brands that are
owned by Coca- Cola are well known worldwide.
In fact, Sprite, another popular soft drink from
Coca- Cola, was first named as “Clear Lemon
Fanta.” Even through this perilous time, CocaCola continues to make profits and run its business remotely, though its revenues have reduced by
28%.
Though the entire world of soft- drinks are tagged with its high level of sugars and pose various
health risks, Fanta’s vibrant colors and new enthralling flavors continue to draw customers' attention to where bottles sit on shelves all over the world.
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River Trail—Home of the Wolves!

*Math Problem:

If the distance between the candy giver and the candy
receiver needs to be 6’ (base of the triangle) and the top
of the candy slide will be 4’ off the ground (because
that seems about right), how long will the PCV pipe
slide (the hypotenuse) have to be?

The Covid/ Candy Dilemma or Creative Problem Solving

Special thanks to Anvitha Battu for her
artwork depicting Wolfassa with a mask.

Social distancing? But what about handing out candy? We’ve scoured the internet to take other people’s
ideas and pass them off as our own.
First, check with your neighborhood. Are they even planning on having “Trick or Treaters”? Perhaps
they’ve arranged another way to celebrate. (Then you’d have to eat all that candy…)
Secondly, for all these ideas, keep the treats clean. Using sterile gloves, prepack treat bags to limit the
number of times you touch the candy.

(The answer is in your math class. )

Idea #1 Candy slide— use PVC pipe to slide prepacked sugary goodness down to
the tiny goblins. (See requisite accompanying math problem*)

Idea #2 Remote control candy vehicle— You may get flashbacks from the movie Wreck It Ralph when you
send the treats on a RC car or truck. Be sure to charge your batteries and practice. It’s harder than you
think! (We at the Howling Times offer to be your test subjects. Roll some candy right on over.)
Idea #3 Candy Drone— Idea #2, but airborne.

#1

#5

Idea #4 Candy Trebuchet — Creative and Medieval! We’re not sure how safe this one would be for
the recipient. (Maybe you should only fling gummies.) Here’s one in action.
Trebuchet Video.
Idea #5 Candy Sling Shot— Similar to the trebuchet, though not as elegant. Use a clean medical mask as a
gentle projector. (No pelting little kids.)

We know the safest way to celebrate is by not handing out candy at all this year. If you must, however,
we hope we’ve inspired you to get creative and stay as safe and healthy as possible.

#4

NBA Finals 2020
By: Rishi Pai
The 2020 NBA Season was delayed by a few months after Utah Jazz star center, Rudy Gobert got the coronavirus. The league thought this would be a problem as players are so close together and the roaring fans in
the arena. Automatically the season was shut down, leaving many fans disappointed.
After spring and into the summer, the 2020 regular season reopened on July 31 st. But all games would be
played in Orlando, Florida with no fans, and I repeat no fans in the arena. This was situated for the regular
season and the playoffs, and eventually the NBA Finals.
The Los Angeles Lakers were dominating the western conference with a stunning record of 52 wins and
only 19 losses before the league shut down. With their star players LeBron James and Anthony Davis, they
were putting up W’s like nobody’s business. Meanwhile, the Miami Heat were a pretty good team but nothing
too crazy with the 5th seed in the eastern conference with a record of 44 wins and 29 losses. Nobody suspected
the Heat to be up in the Finals as they were only 5 th place in the league.
The Lakers breezed through the western playoffs with some easy wins and some losses. Surprisingly, the
Heat took out the Milwaukee Bucks as they were 1st in the east with a record of 56 wins and 17 losses, giving
fans a lot hope for their team. With some ups and downs, the finals matchup was decided with the Lakers and
the Heat.
LeBron James and Anthony Davis were having a great season, averaging 25.3 ppg and 26.1 ppg respectively. One of the Heat’s star players, Bam Adebayo was injured giving Miami a huge disadvantage in the series.
Jimmy Butler, starting small forward for the Heat was averaging around 19 points a game, one of their best
players.
Game 1 of the NBA Finals... wasn’t even close. The Heat sadly, blew their 13-point lead in the first quarter
and it led to Miami being down by more than 20 by the end of the first half. The game continued like this until
a disappointing loss for the Miami Heat 116-98. Anthony Davis scored a mean 34 points that gave LA the easy
win.
Game 2 was kind of close until the 4th quarter. The final score was 124-114. Giving the Lakers a 2-0 lead in
the NBA Championship. Anthony Davis and LeBron James scored 65 points in total! It was a great game and
a great win for AD and King James.
Game 3 was a twist. The Heat finally won their first game of the series 115-104. Jimmy Butler for Miami
finished with a staggering 40-point triple double. 40 points, 11 rebounds, and 12 assists! Triple doubles are a
rare sight as they are only found when a player has 3 stats in the double digits.
Stephen A. Smith, a famous commentator, TV personality, and much more, released his prediction for the
NBA Finals. His prediction was that the Lakers would beat Miami in 6 games and that LeBron James would
win finals MVP. Finals MVP is being tossed around by King James and Anthony Davis, as they are both Lakers star players. Most fans are predicting that the Lakers will win the championship because obviously they are
1st seed in the west. But the Heat have a huge opportunity and a chance at winning the finals against LeBron,
even though James had bought the franchise a huge finals victory in 2014.
On Tuesday, October 6th, we got to see game 4 live on ABC at 9:00 PM Est. The Lakers were up 2-1 and if
you saw the score at the beginning of the 4th Quarter, you would’ve thought that it would be tied 2-2. But then,
with 2 minutes remaining, Kentavious Caldwell-Pope for the Lakers somehow scores putting LA up 95-88. A
few three pointers later... The Heat found themselves down by 9 with Anthony Davis’ Play of the Game three
pointer that gave Los Angeles a nine-point lead with 0.39 seconds to go! On top of AD’s three he got a game
saving block on Jimmy Butler that gave LA a 3-1 lead. Final Score: 102-96
On Friday, October 9th Game 5 was played. This was a very important game for the Lakers because the
championship would be theirs with this last win. This was a crucial game for Miami because with a loss the
ring goes the LA. It was a very close game with a nail-biting finish. With only about 12 seconds on the clock
in the 4th, the Lakers find themselves down by 3 111-108. With a lot of passing, Marcus Morris for the Lakers
finds Danny Green, one of the Lakers best shooters wide open for three. He shoots….and it hits the front rim.
Miss. Still 8 seconds to go, Marcus Morris gets himself a rebound pass… out of bounds. It is a turnover! Miami ball. And the Heat find themselves moving on to a game 6. 3-2. The scary part is, according to “yahoo!
sports”, Danny Green responds to death threats for missing the three that would’ve sent the game to OT.
The series is really tense now. One game decides the champions and one game sends the series to Game 7.
Laker have a 3-2 lead over Miami and as we heard from Stephen A. Smith, “The Lakers will beat the Heat in 6
games.” Now we’ll see if his prediction came true. Sadly, for Heat fans, Game 6 went very similarly to Game
1, a blowout. The Lakers took the lead in the first quarter and didn’t look back. Up by 10, 20, 30 etc. and it
was pretty clear who our 2020 NBA Champions were this year, it was the team from LA. Close to about 30
seconds left in game the Lakers had a 13+ point lead and LeBron and Davis were already on the bench celebrating and laughing away. The Lakers stole the championship.

Sudoku
“The aim of a Sudoku puzzle is to fill in the grid so that
each row, each column, and each box contains all the
numbers from 1 to 9.” ( From Mathsphere.co.uk)

Answer will be posted near the Media Center.
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