PARENT'S GUIDE TO
STUDENT SUCCESS
FOR ENTERING

GRADE 8
HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD?

ACADEMIC STANDARDS
The Academic Standards, or
essential skills, provided in this
guide address all of the important
content knowledge students
should know to be successful
entering into Grade 6. Essential
skills are provided for English
Language Arts, Mathematics,
Science, and Social Studies.

There are many things we can do to
support our children at home to
encourage learning over the summer.
Summer Learning experiences should be
engaging and meaningful for students.
Below are some helpful tips:
keep learning to 15-30 minute
sessions
incorporate hands-on learning when
possible
develop a learning partnership with
your child when planning out learning
sessions
have fun

READING & ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

The Georgia Standards of Excellence require that students gain, evaluate, and present
increasingly complex information, ideas and evidence through listening and speaking
as well as through media. The standards recognize that students must be able to use
formal English in their writing and speaking but that they must also be able to make
informed, skillful choices among the many ways to express themselves through
language (gadoe.org)

ESSENTIAL SKILLS
Determine the meaning of words or phrases as they are
used in text, including figurative language
Determine a theme of a text and explain the
development of the theme
Determine two or more main ideas of a text
Use Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the
meaning of a word

MATHEMATICS

The Georgia Mathematics standards are designed to help learners achieve a balance
among concepts, skills, and problem solving. They provide clear expectations for
curriculum, instruction, assessment, and student work. The standards stress rigorous
concept development and real-world applications while maintaining a
strong emphasis on computational and procedural skills. (gadoe.org)

ESSENTIAL SKILLS
All operations with rational numbers
Add, subtract, factor & expand linear expressions
Construct & solve multi-step algebraic equations and
inequalities with rational coefficients
Determine, identify, and use proportional relationships
Write & solve equations using supplementary,
complementary, vertical, and adjacent angles

SOCIAL STUDIES

The Social Studies Frameworks provide one way that teachers, schools, and districts
might organize and teach the Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE) within units.
Units and frameworks align to connecting themes and enduring understandings that
transcend units and courses. Ultimately, the enduring understandings are what
students will take from a course that applies to life beyond school. All units and
frameworks are designed to promote inquiry. (gadoe.org)

ESSENTIAL SKILLS
Analyze the colonial period of Georgia’s history
Analyze the impact of the Civil War on Georgia
Analyze the impact of Reconstruction on Georgia
Evaluate the role of Georgia in the modern civil rights movement
Evaluate the influence of Georgia-based businesses on the
State’s economic growth and development
Analyze the significance of the Loyalists and Patriots as a part
of Georgia’s role in the Revolutionary War; include the Battle of
Kettle Creek and Siege of Savannah

SCIENCE

The Science Frameworks provide one way that teachers, schools, and districts might
organize and teach the Georgia Standards of Excellence within units. Frameworks
include curriculum maps, pacing guides, and instructional segments. All segments
are phenomenon-based and are structured in a 5E format. In addition, each
instructional segment includes dedicated supports for struggling learners.
(gadoe.org)

ESSENTIAL SKILLS
Compare and contrast pure substances and mixtures
Use the periodic table to determine the structure, composition, and
characteristics of atoms and simple molecules
Describe relationships between speed and distance, and velocity and
acceleration
Explain the transformation between kinetic and potential energy within a
system (e.g., roller coasters, pendulums, rubber bands, etc.)
Illustrate he similarities and differences between electromagnetic and
mechanical waves
Identify the factors that affect the strength of electric and magnetic forces
Describe gravity, electricity, and magnetism as major forces acting in nature

SUGGESTED SUMMER READING

SUMMER READING INFORMATION
For students who are learning to read, the recommendation is to
practice reading with an adult for 20 minutes per day. Stronger readers
can either read independently, or to an adult for 20 minutes per day.

INFORMATIONAL TEXT SUGGESTIONS
HOW WE GOT TO THE MOON : THE PEOPLE,
TECHNOLOGY, AND DARING
ENERGY AND WAVES THROUGH INFOGRAPHICS
Plessy v. Ferguson

ADDITIONAL SUMMER READING
For more books follow the link for digital resources.

DIGITAL RESOURCES

Directions for navigating are linked below.

https://www.fcssummerreading.org/

bit.ly/FCSireadyParents

i-Ready
recommendation
is 3 times a week
for 15 minutes
per day.

ACTIVITIES YOU CAN DO AT HOME

ADAPTED ACTIVITIES YOU CAN DO AT HOME

ESOL ACTIVITIES YOU CAN DO AT HOME
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