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About Me

- 3" year at Chattahoochee High School

- 12t year teaching (previously at college level)
- BS in Geology

- MS in Geological Sciences

- PhD in Chemistry with emphasis in Geology

- Two kids: Riley (12) and Spencer (7)




About the course

» Lectures geared towards understanding major concepts
related to Sustainability

» Activities
» Exploration along Nature Trail / Cross County Trail / Creek
» Growing plants in the Greenhouse

» Labs




About the AP
Environmental
Science Course

The AP Environmental Science course is designed to engage students with the scientific \
principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships \

within the natural world. The course requires that students identify and analyze natural and \
human-made environmental problems, evaluate the relative risks associated with these \
problems, and examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them. Enwvironmental |
science is interdisciplinary, embracing topics from geology. biclogy, environmental studies,
environmental science, chemistry, and geography.
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Prerequisites

Students should have completed two years of high school laboratory science—one year of
life science and one year of physical science (e.g., a year of biology and a year of chemistry).
Due to the quantitative analysis required in the course, students should also have taken at
least one year of algebra. Also desirable (but not necessary) is a course in earth science.
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College Course Equivalent

The AP Environmental Science course is designed to be the equivalent of a one-semester,
introductory college course in environmental science.

Lab Requirement

Although there are no specific AP Environmental Science labs or field investigations
required for the course, it is required that students have the opportunity to spend a
minimum of 25% of instructional time engaged in hands-on, inquiry-based laboratory
andlor fieldwork investigations.
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Big Ideas

The big ideas arve a5 the foundation of the course and ¥low StuCEnts 1o create Units
meaningful CONNBCTons among concepts. They are ofton overarching concepts
or thames that become thraads that run throughout the course. Revisiting the .
big ideas and apphying tham In a variety of contexts alows students to develop Unit 1: The Living World: Ecosystems
deeper conceptual understanding. Below are the big ideas of the course and a
brief descripbon of esch.

Unit 2: The Living World: Blodiversity

BIG IDEA 1: ENERGY TRANSFER (ENG) N
Energy conversions underfie al ecclogical processes. Energy cannot be m;: mm
created: t must come from somewnere. As energly flows through systems,
at each step, more of it becomas unusable.

BIG IDEA 2 INTERACTIONS BETWEEN EARTH SYSTEMS (ERT) Unit 4: Earth Systems and Resources

The Earth is cne interconnectod systam. Natural systems change over time and

BIG IDEA 2 INTERACTIONS BETWEEN DIFFERENT SPECIES

s e eyttt nbnpait it Unit 6: Energy Resources and Consumption
Milicns of years. Technalogy and POpURITon growh have eratied humans 1o

Incroase both the rate and scale of Twir IMpact on Twe anvironment. - -

I Unit 7: Atmospheric Pollution
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developmant is required. The managamant of rescurces is essential
Understanding the roke of cultural, social and economic factors is vital to

the development of s0LE50NG. Unit 9: Global Change




Contact me / Communication

- Email: pollackgd@fultonschools.org




