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WELCOME to C.L.I.C.K.S.!
• C.L.I.C.K.S. – Children Learning Important Cyber Knowledge and Safety

• Part I: Tips & Information for Parents

• Part II: Q&A with the Experts

• Let’s Be Good Digital Citizens!
• All participants – except the presenter – will be muted during the presentation

• Please hold asking “live” questions until the end

• Feel free to put your questions in the chat room
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Our Presenters

Tina Criss
Banneker High School

Media & Educational 
Technology Instructor

Special Agent Jackie Gittins
Georgia Bureau of Investigation

Child Exploitation 
& Computer Crimes Unit

Heather Van Looy
Fulton County Schools

Director of 
Instructional Technology

Dr. Emily Bell
Moderator

Fulton County Schools
Chief Information Officer
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About Ms. Van Looy
• Fulton County Schools graduate

• 15 years of experience teaching in FCS

• 9 years leadership experience in FCS

• Fulton County Parent

Heather Van Looy
Fulton County Schools

Director of Instructional Technology





www.fultonschools.org/homeinternetsafety                                                          March 21, 2023

Fulton County Schools’ 
Commitment to 
Digital Citizenship
• Common Sense Education District

recognition since 2016

• Annual certification for all schools

• Lessons in all grades (K-12)
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Digital Citizenship 
Curriculum
• Created by Common Sense Media and Project Zero 

(Harvard Graduate School of Education)

• Guided by research

• Addresses real challenges and digital dilemmas 
faced by students

• Organized around 6 core topics





www.fultonschools.org/homeinternetsafety                                                          March 21, 2023

• Important to consider the type of screen time in which students engage:

- Passive Consumption – watching TV, listening to music
- Interactive Consumption – playing games, browsing the internet
- Educational – educational software, schoolwork & homework
- Content Creation – using devices to create something (art, music, video, infographics)

• How do we find a happy balance between online and offline activities?



• Create screen-free times and zones

• Try parental controls

• Establish clear family rules

• Watch and play together

• Help identify healthy behaviors and reflect on how they feel

• Model the behavior you want to see
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Encouraging Media Balance         
and Well-Being

www.commonsense.org/education/family-resources

http://www.commonsense.org/education/family-resources
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T.A.P. into Internet and Device Safety 
• TIME

- Parents can restrict the time spent on a device

• ACCESS
- Parents can enable parental controls so block 

and filter inappropriate sites

• PASSWORD PROTECTION
- Parents can help children choose passwords 

that meet complexity requirements
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About Ms. Criss

Tina Criss
Banneker High School

Media & Educational Technology Instructor

• Graduate of Fulton County Schools

• Children attended Fulton County Schools

• Worked in Fulton Schools for past 7 years as METI;
first career was advertising consultant and project manager

• Laura Bush Grant Recipient

• Serve as School Lead on FCS Vanguard Team and on 
FCS METI Advisory Committee 



Media Balance & Wellbeing
What is the Role of Digital Media in Your Life?
- Students examine the positive and negative impacts 

from digital media

- Students brainstorm ways to unplug

COMMON SENSE® DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP CURRICULUM

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC
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https://technofaq.org/posts/2019/09/how-parents-can-protect-their-children-when-playing-mobile-games/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Privacy & Security
COMMON SENSE® DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP CURRICULUM

How Do We Protect Our Online Reputations?
- Students will learn about phishing and other online thefts that can occur

- Students will discuss why certain apps/websites have an age restriction

- Students will learn about the type of information being collected about 
them on different apps/websites
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Digital Footprint & Identity
COMMON SENSE® DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP CURRICULUM

Who is Looking at Your Digital Footprint?
- Students will analyze what their digital footprint is and how it can 

affect their future (digital reputation)

- Students will reflect on their responsibilities to both their own and 
others’ digital footprints
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Relationships & Communication
COMMON SENSE® DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP CURRICULUM

The Importance of Civil Communication Online
- Students will learn strategies to keep conversations civil online: C.O.O.L.

- Calm
- Open-minded
- Only focused on the ideas
- Listening actively

- Students will recognize and brainstorm responses to 
"red flag feelings" when using social media
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Cyberbullying, Digital Drama & Hate Speech
COMMON SENSE® DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP CURRICULUM

What You Send In That Moment When...
- Students will problem solve a variety of ways to respond to 

cyberbullying and hate speech

- Digital dilemmas will be explained: a digital dilemma is a situation 
in digital life where it's not always clear what's best to do



Real or Fake?
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News & Media Literacy
COMMON SENSE® DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP CURRICULUM

How Do We Identify Credible and Trustworthy Information?
- Students will learn to analyze media for credible sources

- Why do you think it's important to get the full story before reacting to or sharing breaking news?

- Why would someone want to make a fake video?

- Lateral web searches



Internet Safety for Parents
GBI Special Agent Jackie Gittins



About Agent Gittins
• 10+ years of law enforcement experience

• Previously a Child Abuse Specialist at the 
GBI Milledgeville Field Office 

• Trains law enforcement personnel, 
students, and parents about various 
topics concerning cyber safety, crimes 
against children, and human trafficking

• Keeps current on issues involving the 
exploitation of children, child abuse, and 
human trafficking trends

Special Agent Jackie Gittins
Georgia Bureau of Investigation

Child Exploitation & Computer Crimes Unit



• Password protect your wireless account!
• Use a complicated password              

• (ex: 9Pa#%7NH$ffG32)
• Use a Password Manager to manage all 

passwords

• Do NOT share your password with 
others

• All internet activity will be traced back to 
your account and residence

• If you do share, consider changing your 
password



Teach child how 
to be safe 
online

1

Set parental 
controls on 
child’s phone

2

Periodically 
examine child’s 
phone

3

Take phone 
away at night

4

Educate 
yourself about 
popular apps

5

Cell phone 
monitoring 
tools

6



www.missingkids.org/netsmartz



Parental Controls prevent children from 
accessing inappropriate, unsuitable, or 
illegal content online. 

Can be implemented in the following ways:

• Computer operating system (Windows, 
Apple)

• Internet Service Providers (AT&T, 
Charter, WOW, etc.)

• Electronic device settings (cell phones, 
tablets, gaming consoles, etc.)

• Search engine settings

• Chat software settings





Setting Limits 
on Screen Time

Screen Time lets you know 
how much time you and 
your kids spend on apps, 
websites, and more. This 
way, you can make more 
informed decisions about 
how you use your devices, 
and set limits if you'd like to.

Update, Update, 
Update!

iPhone is designed to 
protect your data and your 
privacy. Built-in security 
features help prevent 
anyone but you from 
accessing the data on your 
iPhone and in iCloud.







www.bark.us





https://report.cybertip.org
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Dr. Emily Bell
Fulton County Schools
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Thank You to Our Panelists and Participants
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