
 
May, 2021:  Volume 1, Issue 1                Page 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Tiger Beat 
Celebrating Culture & Diversity at Taylor Road MS 

The TRMS Cultural Diversity Committee 
 
It is with great excitement that we introduce the Taylor Road Cultural Diversity Committee Newsletter to 
students, faculty, parents, and the Taylor Road community.  Taylor Road Middle School, like all other 
Fulton County Schools has a School Governance Council, comprised of elected faculty, parents, and 
community leaders.  Our school governance council determined that our school needs an infusion of multi-
cultural art that will make TRMS more culturally inviting to our students and guests (post-pandemic).  The 
committee’s initial focus has been on securing an artist who can provide us with a beautiful tribute to the 
diversity of our school, while creating a plan to shuffle current art into other spaces within the building.  
The initial directive from the School Governance Council brought about the creation of the Cultural 
Diversity committee, which includes TRMS teachers and parents.  Although we are currently developing 
mission/vision statements, we are clear about embracing, celebrating, promoting, and infusing diversity 
into the Taylor Road Middle School experience.  This newsletter is an effort to be a resource as we move 
forward.  We are hopeful that we will be able to provide a newsletter once each semester (with frequency 
increasing each year), while we work on updating school art and a host of other projects.  Be on the 
lookout for more to come! 
 

Race Versus Ethnicity/Culture 
 
As we focus on diversity, the Taylor Road Middle 
School faculty and student body is racially, 
ethnically, culturally, and religiously diverse.  Having 
said that, quite often we struggle with what certain 
regularly used terms mean.  Mr. Fred Johnson from 
the Taylor Road School Counseling Department has 
supplied us with a brief video that explains the 
complications related to the definitions of race, 
ethnicity, and culture.  I invite everyone to watch 
this video (and you will probably need to watch it 
more than once) and possibly discuss this 
complicated topic with friends and family.  While 
two people may look similar or may practice the 
same religion or identify as the same race or ethnic 
group, we are each unique, which is why we should 
avoid engaging in stereotypes (which many find 
hurtful). 
 
LINK TO VIDEO 
 

https://youtu.be/7myLgdZhzjo
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Taylor Road Middle School Cultural Diversity Committee 

 
Diversity Statement 
Diversity is defined as the state of being different. 
Every one of us belongs to a unique community 
and those communities are comprised of our 
diverse backgrounds – multifaceted as they may 
be. It is important to note that our diversity 
includes our multiple identities and multicultural 
belongings – simply put: we belong to more than 
one diverse background. Committee members 
acknowledge that diversity includes, but is not 
limited to, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, gender expression, ability, language, 
family circumstances, physical abilities, religion, 
and cultural backgrounds. 
 

Purpose 
The purpose of the Cultural Diversity Committee is 
to support an inclusive and equitable opportunity 
for academic, social, and cultural development in 
our schools. In 2021, Taylor Road Middle School 
established the Committee comprised of school 
faculty, parents, administrative leaders and 
community members to identify areas to improve 
the support of our diverse student population; and 
to increase awareness of unconscious bias. The 
objective of the Cultural Diversity Committee is to 
work collaboratively with school and community 
stakeholders to advocate and support diversity 
education in our school and our community - and 
to grow in our own understanding of diversity. 
 

The Committee’s shared vision is to: 
1) Create a school community that cultivates 

diversity, equity, and inclusiveness. 
2) Promote students’, staff’s, and community’s 

sense of belonging and acceptance. 
3) Recognize systemic barriers to success. 
4) Raise awareness and understanding of 

individual differences. 
 
To achieve this vision, the Committee will: 

1) Highlight cultural holidays and celebrations 
throughout the school year. 

2) Engage staff, students, and families through 
our newsletters and school activities. 

3) Support campus initiatives that celebrate 
the literature, art, and history of culturally 
diverse backgrounds.   

4) Promote school-wide participation in all 
activities supporting diversity in our school 
community. 

5) Share diversity resources, such as 
recommended books, articles, and trainings, 
with parents and staff. 

6) Advocate respect and acceptance of all 
cultures while working toward embracing 
and celebration of all cultures. 
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The Hill We Climb, by Amanda Gorman  
 
Amanda Gorman recites her poem, “The Hill We Climb,” at 
President Joe Biden’s inauguration ceremony January 
2021.  
Provided by: ELA News  
 
Transcript: 

AMANDA GORMAN: Mr. President, Dr. Biden, Madam 
Vice President, Mr. Emhoff, Americans, and the world-- 
when day comes, we ask ourselves, where can we find 
light in this never-ending shade? The loss we carry, a sea 
we must wade. We've braved the belly of the beast. 
We've learned that quiet isn't always peace and the 
norms and notions of what just is isn't always justice.  
 
And yet the dawn is ours before we knew it. Somehow 
we do it. Somehow we've weathered and witnessed a 
nation that isn't broken but simply unfinished. We, the 
successors of a country and a time where a skinny black 
girl descended from slaves and raised by a single mother 
can dream of becoming president, only to find herself 
reciting for one.  
 
And yes, we are far from polished, far from pristine. But 
that doesn't mean we are striving to form a union that is 
perfect. We are striving to forge a union with purpose, 
to compose a country committed to all cultures, colors, 
characters, and conditions of man. And so we lift our 
gazes not what stands between us but what stands  

before us. We close the divide because we 
know to put our future first, we must first put 
our differences aside. We lay down our arms so 
we can reach out our arms to one another. We 
seek harm to none and harmony for all. Let the 
globe, if nothing else, say this is true, that even 
as we grieved, we grew, that even as we hurt, 
we hoped, that even as we tired, we tried, that 
we'll forever be tied together, victorious-- not 
because we will never again know defeat but 
because we will never again sow division.  
 
Scripture tells us to envision that everyone shall 
sit under their own vine and fig tree, and no 
one shall make them afraid. If we're to live up 
to our own time, then victory won't lie in the 
blade but in all of the bridges we've made. That 
is the promise to glade, the hill we climb, if only 
we dare.  
 
It's because being American is more than a 
pride we inherit. It's the past we step into and 
how we repair it. We've seen a force that would 
shatter our nation rather than share it, would 
destroy our country if it meant delaying 
democracy. And this effort very nearly 
succeeded. But while democracy can be 
periodically delayed, it can never be 
permanently defeated.  
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Lunar New Year in Chinatowns comes with  
pain, resiliency 

The author (right) and her sister (left) posing with a mural in 
New York City's Chinatown in December 2020. Photo: Kiet 

Nguyen  
By Taylor Jung, Newsela staff 
Published:02/12/2021; Word Count:834 
Recommended for:Upper Elementary School - High School 
Text Level:6 

 

When I think of celebrating Lunar New Year in my 
childhood, I think of the colors red and gold. 
These are lucky colors in Chinese culture. My dad, 
who is Chinese and Japanese American, used to buy 
red and gold posters with Chinese characters that 
meant "fortune" and "happiness." He would hang 
them upside down in our house. This way, the good 
luck would "pour" onto my sister and me. 
 

When I think of Lunar New Year today, I see 
rainbows. 
 

I spent four years living in New York's Manhattan 
Chinatown. Around the holiday, the neighborhood's 
narrow streets overflow with crowds. Dancers are 
costumed as bright-colored lions and confetti is 
spilled everywhere — a colorful reminder of the joy 
ushered in with the new year. 
 

Lunar New Year starts on February 12 and 2021 
is the Year of the Ox. The ox is known for being a 
physically strong member of the 12 Chinese zodiac 
animals. The holiday can continue for up to 15 days. 
It honors gods, sweeps away old energy and 
welcomes in new happiness. The holiday isn't 
celebrated in all East and Southeast Asian countries. 
Different countries celebrate the new year in 
different ways. However, Lunar New Year is always  
 

In this truth, in this faith, we trust, for while we 
have our eyes on the future, history has its eyes on 
us. This is the era of just redemption we feared at 
its inception. We did not feel prepared to be the 
heirs of such a terrifying hour. But within it, we 
found the power to author a new chapter, to offer 
hope and laughter to ourselves. So while once we 
asked, how could we possibly prevail over 
catastrophe, now, we assert-- how could 
catastrophe possibly prevail over us?  
 

We will not march back to what was but move to 
what shall be, a country that is bruised but whole. 
Benevolent but bold, fierce and free. We will not 
be turned around or interrupted by intimidation 
because we know our inaction and inertia will be 
the inheritance of the next generation. Our 
blunders become their burdens.  
 

But one thing is certain. If we merge mercy with 
might and might with right, then love becomes our 
legacy and change our children's birthright. So let 
us leave behind a country better than the one we 
were left. With every breath from my bronze-
pounded chest, we will raise this wounded world 
into a wondrous one.  
 
We will rise from the gold-limbed hills of the West. 
We will rise from the windswept Northeast, where 
our forefathers first realized revolution. We will 
rise from the lake-rimmed cities of Midwestern 
states. We will rise from the sun-baked South. We 
will rebuild, reconcile, and recover. In every known 
nook of our nation, in every corner called our 
country, our people, diverse and beautiful, will 
emerge battered and beautiful. When day comes, 
we step out of the shade aflame and unafraid. The 
new dawn blooms as we free it. For there is always 
lights if only we're brave enough to see it, if only 
we're brave enough to be it. 
 

 
Photo Credit: Robert Deutch – USA Today 
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about family, togetherness and hope for the future. 
This Lunar New Year is different. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has made the holiday feel 
gloomier. There are some obvious reasons. My family, 
like many others, can't get together. Chinatown 
gatherings have been canceled to discourage 
crowding. 
 

There are other reasons people are feeling sad at the 
start of the Lunar New Year. Many Asian Americans, 
including my family and friends, have dealt with 
racism. This has increased with COVID-19. There has 
been an increase in incidents right before the new 
year as well. Members of the Asian community across 
the country have been physically and verbally 
attacked because of the racist idea that they started 
COVID-19. 
 
Chinatowns have been losing business since even 
before there were any reported cases of COVID-19 in 
the U.S. Some people falsely believed that only Asian 
people could spread COVID-19. 
 
What Is Happening? 
 

Northern California advocates have said that this year 
alone, there have been more than 20 crimes 
committed against Asians and Asian Americans. They 
have ranged from assault to burglary.  
 
Stop AAPI Hate is a hate-incident-reporting website. It 
was launched by the Asian Pacific Planning and Policy 
Council, Chinese for Affirmative Action and the Asian 
American Studies Department of San Francisco State 
University. The organization received 1,843 records of 
anti-Asian discrimination between March 19, 2020 
and May 13, 2020. Many of the incidents have 
happened in California, but nationwide reports show 
it is happening across the country as well. 
"People are kind of worried about going out," said 
Yue Wu of the Philadelphia Chinatown Development 
Corporation (PCDC). There is a risk of "being harassed 
or verbally abused," she added. 
 

Part of the problem, Wu said, is the use of racist 
phrases like "Chinese flu." Chinatown businesses 

in New York City told The New York Times they 
lost 50 to 70 percent of their revenue in 2020. 
 
Fighting To Survive 
 
There's hope among the community, though, 
that Chinatowns can survive. 
John Yang is the president and executive director 
of Asian Americans Advancing Justice. The group 
is called AAJC for short. The AAJC is a civil rights 
group for Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians and 
Pacific Islanders. He said, "If there's one thing 
Chinatowns know best, it's the power of 
community." 
 
People across the country are coming together 
to support their local Chinatowns. For example, 
the PCDC created a social media campaign that is 
using uplifting posts and videos to attract people 
to Philadelphia's Chinatown. "We've been 
looking at what other Chinatowns are doing and 
learning from each other," Wu said. 
 
Several community groups have formed during 
the pandemic to support local Chinatowns. In 
New York City, there's Welcome to Chinatown. 
This effort offers funds for small businesses and 
anti-Asian awareness through social media. 
Across the country in Oakland, California, there's 
Save Our Chinatowns. It is a grassroots 
movement that is raising funds for nearby 
Chinatowns and highlighting businesses online. 
There are many more of these types of groups.  
"Our communities are passionate about helping 
one another and staying resilient," said Jocelyn 
Tsaih of Save Our Chinatowns. 
 

 
Photo by Expect Best from Pexels 

https://www.pexels.com/@expect-best-79873?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/red-blue-yellow-and-white-sky-lantern-lot-707265/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
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Why do Muslims fast?   
  
The fast is to remind Muslims of their dependence 
on Allah for sustenance, as well as to give 
them compassion and empathy for those who are 
less fortunate than them.   
By fasting in Ramadan, we become more aware of 
our intrinsic connection and oneness with all 
human beings regardless of borders or labels that 
create artificial separation among the citizens of 
humanity.   
  
 Restraint and Self-Discipline   
  
By fasting in Ramadan, a Muslim consciously 
curtails this unhealthy norm by intentionally      
practicing restraint and self-discipline, separating 
oneself from the unconscious drive to one’s 
immediate needs and desires.  Fasting in Ramadan 
is thus an essential practice for attaining true 
freedom and independence from the external 
world of form and appearances, materialism, 
consumption, and instant gratification of desires.  
  
 Simplicity and Non-Attachment   
  
By fasting in Ramadan, we limit excess and 
indulgence, facilitating the return 
to simplicity and non-attachment, releasing one 
from dependence on external world and so 
contributing to psychological health and 
happiness.   
 
Fasting in Ramadan is a unique opportunity to 
develop spiritually and gain strength and control 
over ourselves, and our egos. Observing Muslims 
have a profound and unique opportunity to 
become more peaceful, present, and 
spiritual — the very goal of Islam.   
 

 
Photo by RODNAE Productions from Pexels 

Turning Pain Around 
 
It's hard for me to not feel sadness at the start of the 
Year of the Ox. Especially as I watch the Asian 
American community deal with increased acts of 
racism. However, when I see Chinatowns across the 
country turning that pain around, I see a community 
embodying the ox — powerful and determined. 
And when I remember the colors of Lunar New Year, I 
remember how proud I am to be Asian American. I 
know we will persevere. 
 
Taylor Jung is an assistant editor of multimedia at 
Newsela and is finishing her master's degree at the 
Columbia Journalism School. She is passionate about 
discussing Asian American and Pacific Islander stories 
and reporting on Chinatown neighborhoods. 
Copyright © 2021 Newsela. All rights reserved. 
 
 

 

Ramadan 2021 
 
Ramadan is the Muslim month of fasting.  Practicing 
Muslims will be fasting from dawn to dusk 
(approximately 4:30 a.m. until 8:30 p.m.). Fasting 
means NO food and NO water. Ramadan celebrations 
often involve prayers late into the night. It is not 
unusual to be up until midnight for prayers and then 
get up at 3:30 a.m.-4:00 am to eat before dawn and 
pray. Ramadan 2021 will last approximately from 
April 13th- May 12th. Ramadan is scheduled on the 
lunar calendar, so it moves dates each year. 
 

https://www.pexels.com/@rodnae-prod?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/red-apple-fruit-beside-brown-and-white-ceramic-bowl-7249186/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
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Black women paved the way for 
Kamala Harris 

 

 
Image 1. Annie Devine, Fannie Lou Hamer and Victoria Gray 
were activists in the civil rights movement from Mississippi. The 
women stand outside of the U.S. Capitol building after being 
denied entry on January 4, 1965. Photo: Dick Strobel/AP 

By Washington Post, adapted by Newsela staff; 
Published:02/08/2021 
Word Count:1227; Recommended for Upper Elementary 
School - High School;  
Text Level:7 

 
 

Annie Lee Cooper is one extraordinary Black woman 
whose name is often left out of history books. Black 
Americans had long been stopped from voting in the 
South, but Cooper was persistent. 
 

Cooper said, "I've tried to register several times, 
even before Dr. Martin Luther King came. They 
rejected me once and told me I failed the 
registration test. The other times, they never let me 
in the place. Once I stood in line from 7 a.m. to 4 
p.m., but never got in to register." 
 
In 1965, Cooper waited to register to vote at the 
courthouse in Selma, Alabama. Local police arrived 
at the courthouse to break up the line. The sheriff 
and Cooper got into a fight that turned physical. 
The sheriff hit Cooper and she hit him back, 
knocking the man to the ground. 
 
In November 2020, Kamala Harris was the first Black and 
South Asian woman elected as vice-president of the 
United States. In her acceptance speech, Vice President 
Harris acknowledged the women who came before her. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harris said, they "fought and sacrificed so much for 
equality and liberty and justice for all, including 
Black women, who are often overlooked, but often 
prove that they are the backbone of our 
democracy. I stand on their shoulders." 
 
 

 
Image 2. In 2020, Kamala Harris made history as the first 
Black and South Asian woman elected as Vice President of the 
United States. Photo: Andrew Harnick/AP. 

 

Scholars and historians agree that Harris is standing 
on the shoulders of many lesser- known figures. 
 
"So many Black women have laid the groundwork 
for this moment," said Judith Browne Dianis. Dianis 
is executive director of Advancement Project, a 
Civil Rights organization. "Because they did kick 
down the doors and they laid the groundwork, they 
were the ones who were the architects of the 
voting rights movement."  
 
Black women played critical roles in organizing, 
strategizing and putting their lives on the line for 
political freedom. Even during the enslavement of 
Black people, Black women planned resistance 
movements and organized for freedom. 
 
Harris was sworn in as vice president more than 
170 years after abolitionist Sojourner Truth 
traveled the country. Truth, who was born with 
slave status, preached against slavery. She also 
advocated for women's rights even when white 
women activists did not support the anti-slavery 
movement. 
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Image 2. Sojourner Truth circa 1864. Photo: Wikimedia 
Commons. 
 

A Stand For The Race 
 
Ida B. Wells was a Black female pioneer for Civil 
Rights. Wells was born with slave status in 1862 
near Holly Springs, Mississippi. As an adult, Wells 
became an author, newspaper owner and advocate 
against lynching. 
 
In 1913, Wells created a suffrage group focused on 
securing the right to vote for Black women. The 
white women's suffrage movement excluded Black 
women. For example, white suffragists organized a 
parade in Washington on March 3, 1913, but they 
wanted the parade segregated by race. However, 
Wells had no intention of marching in the back of 
the parade and instead joined the front. 
 
"I am not taking this stand because I personally 
wish for recognition," she wrote later. "I am doing 
it for the future benefit of my whole race." 
 

Mississippi Challenge 
 

Ella Baker is often called a social architect of the 
Civil Rights movement in the mid-20th century. 
Martin Luther King Jr. recruited her to help run and 
organize the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. She then helped form the Student 
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). This 
group organized Freedom Rides to challenge 
segregated transportation between states. 
 
 
 

 
 
Ella Baker and Fannie Lou Hamer were two co-founders of 
the Mississippi Democratic Freedom Party. In 1964, 
Mississippi's Democratic Party sent only white delegates to 
the Democratic National Convention. The Mississippi 
Democratic Freedom Party was formed in response to this. 
 

In 1964, Hamer attended the Democratic National 
Convention and spoke, without notes, for 13 minutes. 
Hamer spoke about injustices suffered by Black people 
and her experiences with police stopping her from 
registering to vote. 
 

"All of this is on account of we want to register, to 
become first-class citizens," Hamer said. "Is this 
America, the land of the free and the home of the 
brave, where our lives be threatened daily, because we 
want to live as decent human beings?" 
 

Selma 
 

The Selma-to-Montgomery march was planned in the 
living room of Civil Rights activist Amelia Boynton in 
1965. This was a protest march in Alabama for Black 
suffrage, or the right to vote. 
 
On March 7, 1965, Boynton and more than 600 people 
gathered to march from Selma to Montgomery. But at 
Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, local police and state 
troopers attacked protesters with tear gas and clubs. 
Television and newspaper cameras recorded the 
incident, which later became known as Bloody Sunday. 
A photo of Boynton, after she was attacked by police, 
would be published in newspapers around the world. 
 
In 1964, Boynton became the first Black woman in Alabama 
to run for U.S. Congress. Although she was defeated, she 
earned 11 percent of the local vote in a region where only 5 
percent of Black people were registered. 
 

Sit-in, Kneel-in, Lie-in 
 

Some Black women are unknown by history or listed 
only by their first name. Such is the case for Angela, 
one of the first Black women to appear in records of 
the colony of Virginia. 
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Image 3. In 2015, President Obama and his family joined civil 
rights activists who had walked across Edmund Pettus bridge 
in 1965 at the bridge in Selma, Alabama. Amelia Boynton is 
shown to the right in a blue outfit. Photo: Wikimedia 
Commons/White House. 

 

 
Other Black women, such as Daisy Bates, are well-
known. Bates was the only woman to speak on the 
official program at the 1963 March on Washington. 
Bates took the podium, saying, "We will kneel-in; 
we will sit-in until we can eat in any corner in the 
United States." Some Black women are unknown by 
history or listed only by their first name. Such is the 
case for Angela, one of the first Black women to 
appear in records of the colony of Virginia. 
 
Other Black women, such as Daisy Bates, are well-
known. Bates was the only woman to speak on the 
official program at the 1963 March on Washington. 
Bates took the podium, saying, "We will kneel-in; 
we will sit-in until we can eat in any corner in the 
United States." 
 
Some Black women, such as Aylene Quin, overcame 
violent attacks. In September of 1964, Quin's home 
was bombed because she had opened her 
restaurant to SNCC workers. 
 
The day after the attack, Quin traveled to 
Washington, D.C., to meet privately with President 
Lyndon B. Johnson. In their meeting, she 
"demanded increased protection for Black people in 
the South," according to SNCC records. 
 
 

Seeking Higher Office 

 
Image 4. Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm meeting with Rosa 
Parks between 1960 and 1970. Photo: Library of Congress. 

 

Representative Shirley Chisholm was the first Black 
woman elected to Congress. On January 25, 1972, 
Chisholm declared that she was running for the 
Democratic presidential nomination. Although 
Chisholm did not win the Democratic party's 
nomination, she became the first Black person to 
run for president with a major political party. 
 
The election went to Republican Richard Nixon, 
who would later be accused of illegally abusing his 
power as president. However, he would resign 
before he could be impeached, or removed from 
office. 
 
At Nixon's trial, Representative Barbara Jordan of 
Texas delivered the opening remarks. In 1972, 
Jordan was one of two Black people who served in 
the U.S. House of Representatives at the time. 
 

Jordan said, "My faith in the Constitution is whole, 
it is complete, it is total. I am not going to sit here 
and be an idle spectator to the diminution, the 
subversion, the destruction of the Constitution." 
She said that if Congress did not impeach, "perhaps 
the 18th-century Constitution should be 
abandoned to a 20th-century paper shredder." 
 

Reproduced with permission. Copyright © 2021 
Washington Post. All rights reserved. 
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 Diversity  
 
Diversity is a beautiful thing. It should be explored 
and celebrated.  
 
What is Diversity?  

• The condition of having or being composed 
of different elements; variety, especially 
the inclusion of different types of people 
(as people of different races or cultures) in 
a group or organization  

• An instance of being composed of differing 
elements or qualities; an instance of being 
diverse  

 
Source: Webster's Dictionary  
 

Diversity influences our interpersonal relationships 
as we learn how to express ourselves with people 
who are similar to and different from us.  
Understanding diversity can be challenging, so 
before we go further, it is important to identify 
words we sometimes use in place of diversity. They 
include:  

• Assortment  
• Dissimilarity  
• Distinction  
• Distinctiveness  
• Divergence  
• Diverseness  
• Diversification  
• Heterogeneity  
• Medley  
• Mixed Bag  
• Multeity  
• Multifariousness  
• Multiformity  
• Multiplicity  
• Range  
• Unlikeness  
• Variance  
• Variegation  
• Variousness  

 
 

 
 
 
What makes it important to keep all these words in 
mind when we think about diversity?  
 
Often our language impacts how we view diversity. 
What we sometimes fail to observe is how that 
diversity overlaps and connects with our multiple 
identities and the multiple identities of those 
around us.  
While these paired sayings originate from different 
places in the world, the messages are the same.  
 
While other cultures often seem different from one 
another we still share similar elements.  
While we may originate from different places all 
over the world, eat different foods, practice 
different religions, and engage in differing cultural 
activities, there is similarity bound in our relative 
human experiences.  
 
*The majority of the content from this article has 
been provided by Tolerance.org 
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Calendar of Observances 2021 
 
**Click on the title to view the full list of events. 
 

The increasingly pluralistic population of the 
United States is made up of many different 
ethnic, cultural, faith and religious communities. 
To enhance mutual understanding among groups 
and promote inclusive communities, the ADL 
offers this resource as a tool to increase 
awareness of and respect for religious obligations 
and ethnic and cultural festivities that may affect 
students, colleagues and neighbors in your 
community.  
 

Religious Observations  
 

The calendar includes significant religious 
observances of the major faiths represented in 
the United States. It can be used when planning 
school exam schedules and activities, workplace 
festivities and community events. Note that 
Bahá’í, Jewish and Islamic holidays begin at 
sundown the previous day and end at sundown 
on the date listed.  
 

National and International Holidays  
 

The calendar notes U.S. holidays that are either 
legal holidays or observed in various states and 
communities throughout the country. Important 
national and international observances that may 
be commemorated in the U.S. are also included.  
 

Calendar System  
 

The dates of secular holidays are based on the 
Gregorian calendar, which is commonly used for 
civil dating purposes. Many religions and cultures 
follow various traditional calendar systems that 
are often based on the phases of the moon with 
occasional adjustments for the solar cycle. 
Therefore, specific Gregorian calendar dates for 
these observances will differ from year to year. In 
addition, calculation of specific dates may vary by 
geographical location and according to different 
sects within a religion. 

Middle School Books for Summer 
Reading  
 

• Blended by Sharon Draper 
• Clayton Byrd Goes Underground by 

Rita Williams-Garcia 
• From the Desk of Zoe 

Washington by Janae Marks 
• Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker-Rhodes 
• Good Kind of Trouble by Lisa Moore 

Ramee 
• Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson 
• Hide and Seeker by Daka Hermon 
• Isaiah Dunn Is My Hero by Kelly 

Baptist 
• Midnight without a Moon by Linda 

Williams Jackson 
• One Last Word: Wisdom from the 

Harlem Renaissance by Nikki Grimes 
• Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper 
• Piecing Me Together by Renee 

Watson 
• Season of Styx Malone by Kekla 

Magoon 

 

https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/calendar-of-observances

