
 

 

 

June 9, 2020 

 

Greetings Raiders,  

 

This communication includes important information regarding:  

 

❖ Dr. Kersey’s Commitment to Listening & Leading During These Difficult Times  

❖ Summer Office Hours  

❖ Fall Sports Conditioning Begins Monday, June 15th  

❖ Student Voting for AHS Logo and New “A” Open until June 21st  

❖ AHS has a new website: https://www.fultonschools.org/alpharettahs 

❖ Summer Assignment Information  

 

My Commitment to Listening and Leading During These Difficult Times: 

It was nine years ago in June of 2011 that I earned the privilege of being 

named Principal of Alpharetta HS and wrote my first summer letter to our 

community. Full of optimism, certainly very naïve regarding the leadership 

challenges awaiting me, I held a steadfast vision for developing a public high 

school of equity and excellence that would be the pride of the city of Alpharetta, 

the city I call home. Together, along-side amazing educators, hard-working 

students and a supportive community, we turned that vision into reality. Slowly but 

surely over the past nine years we have improved both our academic ranking as 

well as our School Climate rating. These prestigious accolades are evidence that 

our students are learning at high levels in an environment in which they feel safe.  

Now, in this summer going into my tenth year as the Principal of AHS, I am 

again writing my June community letter and am faced with the reality that right 

now, many of our students – and staff -  are not feeling safe in the world in which 

we are living. I have struggled for over a week with what to write because there are 

just no words that can express the devastation I feel and the tumultuous range of 
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emotions I have experienced. The tragic death of George Floyd has brought to the 

forefront of our Nation that racism still exists in 2020 and there is still much work 

to do in order to wipe out racism, intolerance and bigotry in America, and – yes – 

in Alpharetta, Georgia.  

I have always felt that the diversity at AHS is a quality to be celebrated and 

honored as it provides our students, faculty and community the opportunity to 

experience a variety of perspectives and navigate the realities of our larger society 

within the structure of schooling under the guidance of caring adults called to the 

profession of teaching, specifically to the role of mentoring adolescents. At the 

same time, the diversity of our school calls for even greater skills in listening, 

tolerance, empathy, kindness and forgiveness.  

As your principal, as a mother, and as an Alpharetta resident, I am 

committed to leaning in to the hard work of acknowledging the racism that still 

exists in our community and working hard to lead our school so that we cultivate a 

learning environment where each and every AHS student feels heard, valued, 

welcomed and empowered to learn, love and give back positively to our world. I 

hope that you will continue to partner with me so that together we teach our 

children to treat everyone with dignity, respect and kindness. Please talk with a 

trusted person in your life about the feelings you are having regarding racism and 

the civil unrest occurring in our Nation. Our district leaders have provided these 

resources to help guide conversations about this topic.  

Supporting Vulnerable Students in Stressful Times: Tips for Parents 

Talking to Children About Violence: Tips for Parents and Teachers 

Anti-Defamation League: Fighting Hate for Good 

Thank you for your continued trust in me to lead our high school. Together, we 

will create the equitable community we envision. I am still deeply committed to 

the vision of equity and excellence for AHS as I begin my 10th year as your 

principal. Go Raiders!  

 

 

 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nasponline.org%2Fresources-and-publications%2Fresources-and-podcasts%2Fdiversity%2Fsocial-justice%2Fsupporting-vulnerable-students-in-stressful-times-tips-for-parents&data=02%7C01%7CKersey%40fultonschools.org%7C99ddf9bf167a4876cc0e08d80a3e199b%7C0cdcb19881694b70ba9fda7e3ba700c2%7C1%7C0%7C637270609986344657&sdata=lLhxrSdSmFOjfuf26B3%2BCfELbx8z3VGHDXPVTpsClF4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nasponline.org%2Fresources-and-publications%2Fresources-and-podcasts%2Fschool-climate-safety-and-crisis%2Fschool-violence-resources%2Ftalking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers&data=02%7C01%7CKersey%40fultonschools.org%7C99ddf9bf167a4876cc0e08d80a3e199b%7C0cdcb19881694b70ba9fda7e3ba700c2%7C1%7C0%7C637270609986354649&sdata=K3iMcyyy96%2FfBGg3Up8RFXPvTlzSwh0JQENP01gKmDE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.adl.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7CKersey%40fultonschools.org%7C99ddf9bf167a4876cc0e08d80a3e199b%7C0cdcb19881694b70ba9fda7e3ba700c2%7C1%7C0%7C637270609986354649&sdata=rzvNiRQV7A8kE4H9GYK7PrwdNbY0skUP9AcUocechww%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Summer Office Hours Begin Tuesday June 16th for essential business:   

Enrollments and withdrawals will occur by appointment only on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays starting June 16th. In order to comply with CDC safety guidelines and 

adhere to social distancing, enrollment appointments will be conducted via 

Microsoft Teams when possible. Please contact our registrar Ms. Donna Byrd at 

byrdd@fultonschools.org to make an appointment to enroll or withdraw a student. 

Please note, only individuals essential to the enrollment or withdrawal process 

should come to AHS; thank you for your cooperation and understanding.  

AHS will open our front office to the public for limited, essential services starting 

the week of June 15th. Our front office hours will be on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays only from 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Please keep in mind, visits to the 

school should be for essential business only. Additionally, we ask that only 

individuals necessary to process any request enter the building. We also kindly 

request that all visitors wear masks when inside our building. Please call in 

advance of your visit at 470-254-7640 to determine whether an in-person visit is 

necessary to process your request.  

 

Fall Sports Conditioning Begins Monday, June 15th: 

 

In alignment with Fulton County Schools, AHS will begin voluntary conditioning 

for fall sports and approved fall extracurricular activities on June 15 based upon 

the Georgia High School Association recommendations and the FCS Return to 

Play Handbook.  

AHS Athletic Director Rennspies and I have already met with our fall head 

coaches and band director regarding the guidelines, expectations and 

responsibilities that govern next week’s welcoming of some of our students back to 

campus. Please know we take this opportunity extremely seriously and will have 

the safety and security of our students at the forefront of every interaction and 

decision.  Please keep in mind that participation is voluntary.  Visit the FCS 

Athletics website to see the 2020-2021 Handbook and other updates. 
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Additionally, please note that our campus is only open to students approved for fall 

conditioning. No other students are allowed on campus at this time unless visiting 

our front office when we are open for visitors with essential business needs.  

 

Student Voting for AHS Logo and New “A” Open until June 21st 

Raider Nation Students, 

You may recall that in the spring of last year, we were told we could no longer use 

the Raider “A” logo we had been using for many years because it was too similar 

to the University of Arizona’s “A”. We had planned to have a new “A” as well as a 

new Raider logo for student consideration and student voting by the end of the 

year, but our goals were postponed due to several unforeseen factors. Thank you 

for your patience.  

We have now narrowed the possibilities for a student vote. You will notice that we 

have two A’s to choose from as well as two Raider logos to choose from. One of 

the Raiders is designed to keep with our tradition and is an updated version of the 

original Raider. The other Raider for consideration is a brand new, original design.  

I am excited to ask each of our students to cast your vote for our school’s new “A” 

and new Raider logo.  Once decided, we will begin rebranding campus and our 

student organizations this summer; your vote is important! Students may access 

this simple form below to cast your vote today.   

Voting Access Instructions: 

AHS students visit this link:  https://forms.gle/WTN5yJyRKcfLmvaC6 

If prompted, enter your student ID# followed by @fcsgaonline.org  

Enter your normal district password and cast your vote.   

Voting will close at 4pm on June 21st. 

Please contact Athletic Director Dustin Rennspies at rennspiesd@fultonschools.org 

with any questions.  

 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FWTN5yJyRKcfLmvaC6&data=02%7C01%7CKersey%40fultonschools.org%7Cac62a01bb9ac41701cba08d801802213%7C0cdcb19881694b70ba9fda7e3ba700c2%7C1%7C0%7C637260997122327170&sdata=Uyqi1%2B%2FD4Y5Aeb32czPuxLOsbKleVAk%2B11UPtOcaqAc%3D&reserved=0
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AHS has a New Website: 

Please update your records to reflect our new and improved AHS website: 

https://www.fultonschools.org/alpharettahs  

We will continue to add information and update content as the summer and the 

20/21 school year progresses.  
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Summer Assignment Information:  

Students, please remember to check our website to determine whether you have 

any summer assignments to complete before the year begins. Summer assignments 

are determined based on the courses you will take next year. Access summer 

assignments here: https://www.fultonschools.org/domain/7398 

 

Thank you all for your attention to this summer communication and 

information. I will communicate with you again in July once I have a better 

understanding of our district’s plans for our 2020-2021 school year. I wish you all 

health and well-being this summer. Please do stay safe and as always contact me 

with questions, concerns or feedback.  

 

With Raider Pride, 

Shannon N. Kersey, Ph.D. 

Principal 

Alpharetta High School  

https://www.fultonschools.org/domain/7398

