Computer History Project

Your Mission:
You are a high school Computer Technology student. You have been asked to prepare and present a report to your fellow students who have not been able to work Computer Technology into their elective schedule. Your teacher wants you to help your fellow students understand the history of computers through the ages.
Why did the teacher select this topic? 
Your teacher and fellow students are new to the computer world, but you have grown up in the digital age. They feel that you are more comfortable with computers than they are, so you may be better equipped to explain the subject.
Get Started –  make a new folder on your inside your 852://CMW folder and call it “compHistory”
Step One: Research. You will have two to three days for this step.   Note that your notes / rough draft will be handed in for a grade after this is done.
Read the following articles and take notes in an MS Word document.   You should be ready to discuss information you learn from the following Internet sources on the History and Development of Computers. 

· You may start with www.wikipidia.com, but be sure to validate your information with a reliable source such as some of the following…

· http://www.computerhistory.org/ 
· http://www.computerhistory.org/timeline/ 

· http://www.computerhistory.org/events/hall_of_fellows/
· http://www.hitmill.com/computers/history/
· You may also want to search for additional information not linked here. Feel free to use Google or Ask Jeeves.

As you search these and other web sites: 
· Focus on key people and inventions from computer history.
· Be sure to represent progress from the early 40s up to today.  You must reference at least one tech advancement in each decade.  (e.g. 40s, 50s, 60s, 70s, 80s, 90s, and 2000s)
· Remember that you will need to be able to discuss, and later include these people and inventions in your report.
The computer history site doesn't make clear the difference between analog and digital computers. Read the following articles and determine which computer(s) in the computer history article are analog computers and which are digital computers;
Make sure to include the following in any report you develop…  
 
1. Describe the development of hardware, programming languages, and applications. 
2. Identify persons with major contributions to the field of computing. 

3. Outline the history and development of the Internet and explain its effects on computing and society.  
 (Hint:  This one obviously covers the 90s)
4. Identify and describe emerging technologies found in today’s world.
 (This one should cover the 2000s) 

5. Define Moore’s Law and its applicability to emerging technologies.
Your paper should also include references to the following;


What is the;
    Analog Computer 
              (see http://www.science.uva.nl/faculteit/museum/AnalogComputers.html )         
     Digital Computer 
              (see ENIAC story http://ftp.arl.mil/~mike/comphist/eniac-story.html ) 


Below are newer classifications of computers. Describe each of them:
    Mini Computer 
(see http://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/0,289893,sid9_gci212577,00.html )
    Micro Computer
(see http://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/0,,sid9_gci212566,00.html )
    Mainframe
(see http://search390.techtarget.com/sDefinition/0,,sid10_gci212516,00.html) 
    Super Computer
see http://search390.techtarget.com/sDefinition/0,,sid10_gci213071,00.html)
    PDA (Personal Digital Assistant)
Read the attached rubric to discover how to format your report…

Once complete, proofread your soft copy, correct save to hard drive. Have a teammate critique and proofread.
Computer History Project Report Rubric
	Expectations: 
	Points
	Self
Grade
	Grade

	· Good use of classroom time to do the assignment.  (On task working only on this assignment during class)
	10
	
	

	· Notes taken from internet research with the URL from each source.  
Rough draft of project due beginning of class Thursday.  
	15
	
	

	· Creatively formatted cover page including;

· Title (think larger different font than Arial with use of color)

· 2 Images that captures the theme of your report.

· Your name, Class name, Class period
	10
	
	

	· Properly formatted 3 (minimum) page report using a newspaper format for the text on each page.  
(e.g. Exhibit your knowledge of MS Word “Columns” by having two columns on each page)
	5
	
	

	· Use of sub-titles within the report (these should pop in a bold differentiated font)

· Exhibit knowledge of the header feature in MS Word by adding the report title and author on each page.)
	5
	
	

	· AT LEAST 4 references from valid internet sources to be included as footnotes on the given page. 

· Exhibit your knowledge of MS Word footers by placing the page number in the following format, “2 of 4 pages” on each page.)
	5
	
	

	· Well-written paragraphs with good organization and complete sentences that covers all the requirements set forth in the assignment above. Free from spelling and grammatical errors.   Content includes;

· Describe the development of hardware, programming languages, and applications. 
· Identify persons with major contributions to the field of computing. 

· Outline the history and development of the Internet and explain its effects on computing and society.  
 (Hint:  This one obviously covers the 90s)

· Identify and describe emerging technologies found in today’s world.
 (This one should cover the 2000s) 

· Define Moore’s Law and its applicability to emerging technologies.
· Define and Explain – 
· Analog vs. Digital computer
· Mini, Micro, Mainframe, Super Computer, and PDA

	25
	
	

	· Inventors and stages of computer history above included in a timeline sequence by decade including at least 4 embedded jpg or gif images.
	10
	
	

	· Strong conclusion tying history to present day technology.
	5
	
	

	· Final Project due at end of class next Monday 

· Final project MUST BE SUBMITTED in a clear report binder
	10
	
	

	__________________________________________
Total points available: 
	100
	
	


