
Timeline1 
1938 Munich agreement cedes Czechoslovakia2 
  
1939 Poland invaded 
 
1940 Africa invaded 
 
1941 • 
 • 
 
 
1941-1943 • 
 • 
 
 
NOVEMBER, 1942  Allied invasion of Africa begins 
  
 
1943 Allied invasion of Italy begins 
 Yossarian goes overseas via Puerto Rico 
 • 
 
SEPTEMBER, 1943 Required missions at 25 
 Yossarian flies his 23rd, to Arezzo (which is in Tuscany) 
 • 
 • 
 
APRIL, 1944 • 
 • 
 • 
 
MAY, 1944 Required missions at 35 
 • 
 • 
 • 
 • 
 • 
 • 
 • 
 • 
 • 
 • 
 Missions later raised to 40 
 • 
 

                                                 
1 From the article “Spindrift and the Sea: Structural patterns and unifying elements in Catch-22” printed in 
Twentieth Century Literature Vol 19, No 4.  Author Clinton S Burhans, Jr. 
2 Events in bold are those from history and may not match up with what Heller intends for us to know/accept.  For 
example, Yossarian is stationed at Pianosa in the novel before it was actually captured by the Allies. 



JUNE, 1944 Fall of Rome (June 4) 
 Invasion of Normandy (June 6) 
 Real, historical landing at Pianosa (June 17) 
 •  
 • 
 • 
 • 
 • 
 • 
 • 
 
JULY, 1944 Missions raised to 45—time at beginning of book 
 • 
 • 
 
AUGUST, 1944 Missions raised to 55 
 • 
 • 
 •Missions raised to 60 
 Paris liberated (August 25, 1944) 
 • 
 
SEPTEMBER, 1944 Missions raised to 65 
 • 
 •  
 • 
 • 
 • 
 • 
 • 
  
 
OCTOBER, 1944 Missions raised to 70 
 • 
  
NOVEMBER, 1944 • 
 • 
 • 
 • 
 
DECEMBER, 1944 Missions raised to 80 
 • 
 • 
 • 
 •  
 • 
 • 
 • 
 • 
 
MAY, 1945 Germany surrenders 


