Summer Reading for

Prekindergarten - Grade 2
Fulton County Schools strongly believe in developing readers who read both for information and for pleasure.  Books on the Summer Reading List vary in subject matter and level of difficulty.  Our intent is to provide students and their parents with a wide range of authors and styles of writing in both fiction and non-fiction, and to allow students to select reading materials that match their interests.  Lexile levels are indicated for most books, and they gauge the frequency of common vocabulary and the complexity of the sentences.  Lexile levels do not address subject matter. The short descriptions with each book title should assist you in your selections. 
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Abercrombie, Barbara.  The Show-and-Tell Lion.  M. K. McElderry Books, 2006.  Lexile:  560 
Matthew isn’t happy because he has nothing for show and tell so he suddenly tells everyone he has a real lion at home.  One lie leads to another and soon he is faced with having to produce the real lion.  What will Matthew do now?

Armstrong, Jennifer.  Magnus at the Fire.  Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2005.  Lexile:  950

Magnus the fire horse is retired and replaced by a motorized fire truck.  Magnus, however isn’t ready to be put out to pasture and when the fire bell sounds he’s off after the fire.  Find out if the newfangled fire engine is as good as everyone thought.

Auch, Mary Jane.  The Princess and the Pizza.  Holiday House, 2002.  Lexile:  540

Laugh through this fun filled version of an old story.  Paulina the princess without a throne, joins in the competition for the hand of Prince Drupert.  The ending is completely unexpected.

Bailey, Linda. Stanley’s Wild Ride.  Kids Can Press, 2006.  Lexile:  NA

Stanley’s at it again!  Bored with the backyard, Stanley finds a hole in the fence and escapes taking as many friends with him as he can liberate.  It gets really exciting when the kids discover something they don’t recognize:  a skateboard!

Banks, Kate.  Max’s Words.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2006.  Lexile:  NA

Max’s brother Benjamin collects stamps, and his brother Karl collects coins.  Max wants to collect something too and decides to start collecting words.  He cuts out words of all sizes, shapes, and colors, and they spill out through the house.  His brothers join in and soon the word collections are becoming stories and more.

Best, Cari.  Sally Jean, the Bicycle Queen.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2006.  Lexile:  800

Like all kids, Sally Jean eventually outgrows her first bike.  Her family is not able to buy her a new one.  Will Sally Jean be able to find a way to get a new one and take up her place as the Bicycle Queen again?

Bottner, Barbara.  Wallace’s Lists.  Katherine Tegen Books, 2004.  Lexile:  710

Wallace is so careful; he lives his whole life with a list so he won’t forget anything or run into any surprises.  Then he meets his new neighbor Albert and adventure begins.

Brett, Jan.  Hedgie Blasts Off!  G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 2006.  Lexile:  600

Hedgie longs to be an astronaut but is only on the clean-up crew at Star Lab.  But there’s a crisis with the Big Sparkler and a malfunctioning robot occurs, Hedgie just happens to fit the rocket ship.  It’s space time for Hedgie and a big chance to save the day!

Cousins, Lucy.  Hooray for Fish!  Candlewick Press, 2005.  Lexile:  NA

Take a color filled trip to the bottom of the ocean with Little Fish.  He has lots of friends in curious shapes and sizes and he’s looking for one fish in particular.

Crews, Nina.  Below.  Holt, 2006.  Lexile:  360

Jack and his favorite action figure Guy have many playtime adventures on the household stairs.  There is a very interesting hole in one of the boards.  One day Guy goes down the hole alone, and the best adventure of all follows as Jack stages a rescue mission.

Cunnane, Kelly.  For You are a Kenyan Child.  Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2006.  Lexile:  760

How can one little boy keep up with a herd of cows when there are so many amazing and curious things to distract him?

Ernst, Lisa Campbell.  Walter’s Tail.  Bradbury Press, 1992.  Lexile:  NA
Walter starts out as Mrs. Tully’s adorable puppy, but as he becomes a large and bumptious dog, his wagging tail causes trouble.  When everyone starts to complain about the damage, Mrs. Tully takes Walter on a walk to the hills outside the town.  She slips and wedges her foot, and it’s up to Walter and his tail to save the day.

Ernst, Lisa Campbell.  Zinnia and Dot.  Viking, 1992.  Lexile:  560

Zinnia and Dot are two hens who fuss over who lays the better eggs.  Unnoticed a weasel manages to make off with all but one egg.  Now they argue over whose egg it is and the weasel plans more tricks. 

Ehlert, Lois.  Wag a Tail.  Harcourt, 2007.  Lexile:  NA

Enjoy Lois Ehlert’s eye-catching collages as the wagging and woofing crew visit a farmer’s market and the park.

Emberley, Ed.  Go Away, Big Green Monster!  Little, Brown, 1992.  Lexile:  550

Clever die cuts reveal pieces of the monster with each page that includes plenty of descriptive words.  Continue turning the pages, and the monster disappears after the magic words “You don’t scare me!  So GO AWAY….” 
Fleming, Denise.  The Cow Who Clucked.  H. Holt, 2006.  Lexile:  NA

Cow wakes up one morning clucking instead of mooing. She makes the round of all the farm animals trying to find who has her moo.

Gay, Michael.  Zee is not Scared.  Clarion Books, 2004.  Lexile:  NA

Zee’s parents will not let him watch a scary movie with them and sends him to bed instead.  Determined not to miss out, Zee dresses up in his sheet and tries to scare his parents.  Then the fun begins.

Geisert, Arthur. Oops,  Houghton Miflin, 2006. Lexile: NA
One little piglet spills his milk at the pig table. It starts a chain of events that end in the most unexpected way. Oops!

Greene, Stephanie.  Pig Pickin’.  Marshall Cavendish Children, 2006.  Lexile:  500

Hildy the pig is invited to take part in a pig pickin’.  Thinking that this means she is in a beauty contest, she gets all dressed up and asks her friend Moose to come with her.  It is Moose who discovers that a pig pickin’ is really a barbecue.  Will he be able to save his friend in time?

Helakoski, Leslie.  Big Chickens.  Dutton Children’s Books, 2006.  Lexile:  430

Four hens turn out to be “chicken” in more ways than one.  They run to escape from the wolf, but they find far more than just the wolf to frighten them.  
Henkes, Kevin.  Lilly’s Big Day.  Greenwillow Books, 2006.  Lexile:  660

It’s wedding bells for Lilly’s favorite teacher Mr. Slinger, and Lilly is determined to be the flower girl.  Lilly’s best laid plans are some of her funniest yet.
Hills, Tad.  Duck & Goose.  Schwartz & Wade Books, 2006.  Lexile:  630

Duck and Goose mistake a big spotted ball for an egg.  They both claim the egg as their own and fight over who’s going to take care of it.  When will they discover it’s not an egg at all?

Jacobsen, Jennifer.  Andy Shane and the Very Bossy Delores Starbuckle.  Candlewick  Press, 2005.  Lexile:  610

Andy Shane would like school better if it weren’t for that bossy, know-it-all, Delores Starbuckle.  She’s always telling him what to do.  With a little help from his Granny Webb, Andy finds the way to solve his problem.

Jenkins, Steve.  Move!  Houghton Mifflin, 2006.  Lexile:  450

Crocodiles, jacanas, armadillos, gibbons, roadrunners and more slide, glide, fly and waddle through the pages of collages.  Pictures as well as words describe how the animals move.
Kerrin, Jessica Scott.  Martin Bridge:  Blazing Ahead.  Kids Can Press, 2006.  Lexile:  700

School is out and Martin is busy with the summer activities, like camping with the Junior Badgers and having to help Dad fix the lawnmower.  If things can go wrong and be funny, Martin Bridge is there.

Labatt, Mary.  A Parade for Sam.  Kids Can Press, 2005.  Lexile:  BR

Sam is amazed by the sight of her first parade.  She is suppose to watch the events. How can she just stand there and not join in?

LaMarche, Jim.  Up.  Chronicle Books, 2006.  Lexile:  NA

Daniel is too young to go out on the family fishing boat with his Dad and older brothers.  Staying home, Daniel has an amazing experience and something truly amazing happens.   He discovers just what the little word “up” can mean.

Lee, Spike.  Please, Puppy, Please.  Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2005.  Lexile:  NA

Puppy is completely out of control, and his two young owners have hilarious fun taking care of him and trying to get him to behave.

Long, Melinda.  Pirates Don’t Change Diapers.  Harcourt, 2007.  Lexile:  NA

Braid Beard and his crew are back!  Now they want the treasure that they buried in Jeremy’s backyard, but they didn’t count on what would happen when they wake up his baby sister, Bonney Anne.  If you like this story, be sure to read How I Became a Pirate.  

Mason, Jane B.  Inn Trouble.  Aladdin Paperbacks, 2005.  Lexile:  NA

When Bella and her family move to the seaside to open a bed and breakfast, things aren’t looking too good.  The walls are cracked, the roof leaks and there could be a whole family of skunks in the basement.  Can Bella be resourceful enough to help save the day?
McDonald, Megan.  Stink and the Incredible Super-Galactic Jawbreaker.  Candlewick Press, 2006.  Lexile:  580

Stink tries the world’s biggest jawbreaker. When it doesn’t break his jaw, he writes a letter of complaint to the company.  He then receives 21,280 jawbreakers and decides to write letters to all sorts of companies. They shower him with toys, candy and zoo passes.  He is so busy working his scheme, he misses his best friend’s birthday party.  A letter of complaint won’t fix this problem.

McMullan, Kate.  I’m Dirty!  Joanna Cotler Books, 2006.  Lexile:  NA

Counting down from 10 to 1, a sassy backhoe loader shares his love of his job, especially the dirty part as he cleans up a vacant lot.

Meade, Holly.  John Willy and Freddy McGee.  M. Cavendish, 1998.  Lexile:  580

John Willy and Freddy McGee are two guinea pigs who became bored with their cage. They escape to adventures in the tunnels of the family pool table.  Trouble begin when the cat starts dropping the balls in the pockets.  What a chase follows!

Mitton, Tony.  Down by the Cool of the Pool.  Orchard Books, 2002.  Lexile:  NP

This is a terrific summer rhyming story of a great day by the water.  Frog is joined by his favorite animal friends for a wonderful day of play.

Park, Barbara.  June B., First Grader:  Aloha-ha-ha!  Random House, 2006.  Lexile:  NA

Junie B is heading to Hawaii with her parents, and her assignment is to make a picture journal of her vacation.  Junie B is in non-stop, hilarious predicaments from start to finish.  This is one vacation you won’t want to miss!

Perdomo, Willie.  Visiting Langston.  H. Holt, 2002.  Lexile: NP

This is a beautiful poem of praise to the life of legendary poet Langston Hughes. The story tells of a little girl’s visit to the Harlem home of Langston Hughes. 
Pinkwater, Daniel Manus.  Bad Bear Detective:  An Irving & Muktuk Story.  Houghton Mifflin, 2006.  Lexile:  NA

Irving and Muktuk, those two polar bears from the Bayonne New Jersey Zoo, are accused of stealing a muffin shipment.  Borrowing hats from the Zoo Director, the polar pair set off to sniff out the clues and prove their innocence.

Poydar, Nancy.  The Bad-News Report Card.  Holiday House, 2006.  Lexile:  640

Isabel Bloom gets herself all worked up with the idea that her report card might not contain all the praise that she desperately wants.  When it is actually time for the report card to go home, she decides to hide it on the school bus.  Then, she is called to the principal’s office.  Could things get any worse?

Rathmann, Peggy.  10 Minutes till Bedtime.  Puffin, 2004.  Lexile NP

Countdown the 10 minutes as an entire community of hamsters joins a boy and his own pet hamster trying to get ready for bed.  The action gets bigger and crazier on each page as you countdown the 10 minutes.
Rawlinson, Julia.  Fletcher and the Falling Leaves.  Greenwillow Books, 2006. 

Lexile:  650

Little Fletcher the fox worries that his favorite tree is sick when the leaves start to fall.  Nothing he does will keep the leaves on the tree, but when the last one falls, Fletcher is shown an amazing transformation.  This is a wonderful story of autumn and winter.

Recorvits, Helen.  My Name is Yoon.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2003.  320

This is a beautiful and touching story of a little Korean girl adjusting to her new American life.  She struggles with the way her name looks in English and therefore substitutes other names for her own on a journey to a new life.
Rex, Adam.  Tree Ring Circus.  Harcourt, 2006.  Lexile:  NA

A crew of woodland creatures as well as runaway circus animals take up shelter in the same tree.  Enjoy this funny adventure
Rodman, Mary Ann.  First Grade Stinks!  Peachtree, 2006.  Lexile:  NA

Haley doesn’t think first grade is nearly as much fun as kindergarten.  She doesn’t hesitate to let everyone know what’s on mind.
Salerno, Steven.  Little Tumbo.  M. Cavendish, 2003.  Lexile:  NA

Baby elephant Tumbo wants to trumpet as loudly as the grown-up elephants, but all he can do is squeak.  One day he is captured by some unlikely hunters and he really needs to make himself heard.  The question is will he make himself heard at last?

Seeger, Laura Vaccaro.  Black?  White?  Day?  Night!:  A Book of Opposites.  Roaring Brook Press, 2006.  Lexile:  NA

Bright colors, die cuts, and fold outs create amazing and unexpected pictures of opposites.

Shaw, Nancy.  Sheep on a Ship.  Houghton Mifflin, 1989.  Lexile:  160

The sheep are shipping out with their usual mishaps.  There’s a storm, a raft, and fun as the sheep paddle wildly for port.

Shannon, David.  Good Boy Fergus!  Blue Sky Press, 2006.  Lexile:  NA

Join Fergus for a perfect doggie day.  From chasing cats and motorcycles to riding in the car, he’s the funniest dog in town.

Van Leeuwen, Jean.  Amanda Pig and the Really Hot Day.  Dial Books for Young Readers, 2005.  Lexile:  290

Young readers will enjoy these stories of the Pig family trying to beat the heat.  Lolliopop and Amanda try a lemonade stand, and there’s fun with the garden hose.  The whole family spends the cool of the evening stargazing.
Wiesner, David.  Flotsam.  Clarion Books, 2006.  Lexile:  NA  

In this wordless picture book, a boy finds an old-fashioned underwater camera washed up on the beach.  He has the film developed and the pictures are amazing!  Follow this extraordinary tale to its next and unexpected chapter.
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