Summer Reading for 
Grades 3-5
Fulton County Schools strongly believe in developing readers who read both for information and for pleasure.  Books on the Summer Reading List vary in subject matter and level difficulty.  Our intent is to provide students and their parents with a wide range of authors and styles of writing in both fiction and non-fiction, and to allow students to select reading materials that match their interests.  Lexile levels are indicated for most books, and they gauge the frequency of common vocabulary and the complexity of the sentences.  Lexile levels do not address subject matter. The short descriptions with each book title should assist you in your selections. 
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Avi.  Crispin:  The Cross of Lead.  Hyperion Books for Children, 2002.  Lexile:  780

The story is set in14th century England where Crispin, an orphan, is falsely accused of  murdering a priest and must run away to save his own life.  His journey takes him many places. Will he escape from the danger or run right into it?

Balliett, Blue.  The Wright 3.  Scholastic Press, 2006.  Lexile:  870

Mystery lovers, if you enjoyed Chasing Vermeer, rejoin Petra and Calder for a new mystery/adventure with best friend Tommy Segovia. These brilliant sleuths pull together and chase another exciting mystery.

Banks, Lynne Reid.  The Indian in the Cupboard.  Doubleday, 1980.  Lexile:  780

Nine year old Omri could never suspect that his birthday gift of a plastic Indian, a strange cupboard, and the little key would change his life forever.  When Little Bear comes to life, he and Omri share the adventures of a lifetime.

Becker, Bonny.  Holbrook:  A Lizard’s Tale.  Clarion Books, 2006.  Lexile:  NA

Holbrook only wants to paint but the rest of the residents of Rattler’s Bend think he should get a regular job.  Then the opportunity arises for Holbrook to enter some of his work in a painting competition in the big city.  Will his work be recognized or will all his misadventures just send Holbrook home?

Boniface, William. The Hero Revealed.  HarperCollins, 2006.  Lexile:  NA

Ordinary Boy who seems to be the only resident of Superopolis without super powers.  While it may seem hard to be the only one without special powers, it’s worse when your friends aren’t exactly the brightest super heroes around.  Join O Boy and his crew for a hilarious time.

Buckley-Archer, Linda.  Gideon the Cutpurse:  Being the First Part of the Gideon Trilogy.  Simon & Schuster Boos for Young Readers, 2006.  Lexile:  960

Friends Peter and Kate stumble back in time to 1763 England in pursuit of the stolen anti-gravity machine created by Kate’s father.  Neither  is prepared for 18th century England and the crafty thief known as The Tar Man. Street smart Gideon could be the answer to their problems.  Don’t miss this action packed historical adventure. 

Child, Lauren.  Clarice Bean Spells Trouble.  Candlewick Press, 2005.  Lexile:  1040   

Clarice makes every effort to live her life according to the example of super spy Ruby Redford. The plot thickens and the struggles begin as Clarice finds out just how much trouble you can get into trying to help a friend.

Collard, Sneed B.  Dog Sense:  A Novel.  Peachtree, 2005.  Lexile:  NA

It’s a bad case of culture shock when Guy, surfer and skateboarder, moves to Montana with his parents to live with Grandpa.  Guy becomes a great target for the local bully, Brad.  In a desperate move, Guy enters the Frisbee catching contest and then foolishly bets his beloved pet on the outcome.  Will he lose his dog forever?

Cottrell Boyce, Frank.  Framed.  HarperCollins, 2006.  Lexile:  680

All Dylan and his two sisters want is to boost the profits of their family business the Snowdonia Oasis Auto Marvel.  Their plans are cut short when an art heist is planned and Dylan’s father disappears.

Couloumbis, Audrey.  The Misadventures of Maude March, or, Trouble Rides a Fast Horse.  Yearling/Random House Children’s Books, 2007.  Lexile:  810

Sisters Sallie and Maude Marche take matters into their own hands when their guardian Aunt Ruth dies and they are thrown into the power of the unpleasant Reverend Peasley.  What’s a girl to do?  Why,  take a couple of horses, dress like boys, and cut a trail across the Wild West like a pair of dime novel heroes?  Don’t miss this wild ride! 

Dicamillo, Kate.  The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane.  Candlewick Press, 2006.  Lexile:  700

Edward, a magnificent but proud-hearted toy rabbit, falls over the rail of an ocean liner and begins a journey that teaches him the meaning of life and love.  Another DiCamillo masterpiece.

Dowell, Frances O’Roark.  Phineas L. Macguire – Erupts!:  The First Experiment.  Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2006.  Lexile:  810

What do you do when your best friend moves away the second week of school?  The only person on Mac’s horizon is the strange new kid called Mac R.  Is there any hope for the science fair?  The solution is volcanic.

Farmer, Nancy.  Clever Ali.  Orchard Books, 2006.  Lexile:  670

Ali’s own bird  gets her father thrown into the dungeon by eating the cherries destined for the Sultan.  Now Ali has 3 days to save the day.  Demons, dungeons and danger make this a very satisfying read.

Fleischman, Sid.  The Giant Rat of Sumatra, or, Pirates Galore.  Greenwillow, 2005.  Lexile:  750

Shipwrecked and then rescued by pirates, Edmund Amos Peters finds himself swept up in the life of the pirate Captain Gallows.  Edmund wants to go home and pursue his own dreams.  Will he ever get there? A great summer read!

Fleischman, Sid.  The White Elephant.  Greenwillow Books, 2006.  Lexile:  770

The old elephant Walking Mountain helps make a living for himself and Run Run, an orphan. The prince punishes Walking Mountain by giving him a sacred white elephant that must be pampered, fed and  do no work.  How will Run Run ever survive?

Greene, Stephanie.  Sophie Hartley, On Strike.  Clarion Books, 2006.  Lexile:  840

Your mother has devised the dreaded job chart, supposedly to divide up the household duties in an equal manner.  The only solution is a STRIKE!  The outcome is messy, smelly and hilarious!

Hermes, Patricia.  Emma Dilemma and the New Nanny.  Marshall Cavendish, 2006.  Lexile:  NA

Emma doesn’t mean for her pet ferret, Marmaduke, to get out so often and cause so much trouble.  When Emma’s mother finds the little beast in her mattress, Emma faces losing her place on the soccer team and losing Marmaduke as well.  Annie, the new nanny, tries to help, but trouble and adventure are the outcome.

Hiaasen, Carl.  Flush.  Alfred A. Knopf, 2005.  Lexile:  830

Dad’s in jail and there’s an eco-crisis, and the bad guy is getting away with it all.  Obviously, it’s time for Noah and his sister Abbey to take over.  They tackle the problems with a misfit bunch of accomplices including a mysterious stranger.  Will eco justice be served?

Hobbs, Valerie.  Sheep.  Farrar Straus Giroux, 2006.  Lexile:  660

This is a classic foundling story of stray dog and stray boy finding each other, and through hardship and adventure, they both find the life they both  and want and deserve.
King-Smith, Dick.  Lady Lollipop.  Candlewick Pres, 2001.  Lexile:  740

Princess Penelope is one spoiled little royal.  She gets everything she wants,  and she  has suddenly decided she must have a pig.  Lollipop is her pick but she’s the only possession of poor Johnny Skinner, so the princess gets two for the price of one and a whole lot more.

Kladstrup, Kristin.  The Book of Story Beginnings.  Candlewick Press, 2006.  Lexile:  720

Lucy and her parents move to the family farm in Iowa.  Seeking to unravel a family secret, Lucy discovers her great uncle Oscar’s notebook. A magical journey begins in both the present and the past full of peril, time travel and adventure.

Kurtzweil, Allen.  Leon and the Champion Chip.  Greenwillow, 2005.  Lexile:  740

Leon is fed up with the class bully Henry Lumpkin.  A potato chip trivia and taste test contest, a “turbowedgie,” and a spit powered action figure are major players in his plans to take revenge.

Lubar, David.  Punished!  Darby Creek Publishing, 2006.  Lexile:  540

Logan knows he shouldn’t have been playing tag in the library but does he really deserve the “punishment” given him by Professor Wordsworth?  He now speaks only in truly terrible puns and can’t stop.  Will Logan be able to break the spell?

Mackel, Kathy.  MadCat.  HarperCollins, 2005.  Lexile:  NA

It’s girl’s fast pitch softball mania!  MacCat’s team The Sting has always been good but someone gets the idea that they should be “reorganized” in order to compete on a national level.  Here’s the question:  is it more important to win at any cost or play for the love of the game?  Courage is needed, friendships are tested, and the sports action is engaging!

Marsden, Carolyn.  The Jade Dragon.  Candlewick Press, 2006.  Lexile:  NA

Ginny Liao is the only Chinese child in her class at school.  She makes friends but is uncomfortable with her traditional Chinese home and American life at school.  When another Chinese girl comes to her class, Ginny hopes they will be best friends.  Many problems stand in the way.

Martin, Ann M.  The Doll People.  Hyperion Paperbacks for Children, 2002.  Lexile:  570

Did you know that there was a Doll Code of Honor?  It sounds like a strange idea but enter the world of the Doll family who have lived in their house for 100 years and find out what happens when a new family of plastic dolls arrives that doesn’t follow the rules.  Plenty of action and suspense will surprise you in this unexpected story.

Matthews, L. S.   Fish.  Delacorte Press, 2004.  Lexile:  980

Tiger’s parents are aid workers in an unnamed country that has been destroyed by drought, floods and political conflict.  War is coming, and the family must escape to safety.  With a fish saved from a puddle and kept in a jar, Tiger, his parents, and a mysterious guide begin a journey of enormous danger and adventure.

McCaughrean, Geraldine.  Peter Pan in Scarlet.  Margaret K. McElderry Books, 2006.  Lexile:  930

This is a sequel to J. M. Barrie’s Peter and Wendy.  The now grown up Lost Boys are having nightmares, and the most unusual things are showing up under their pillows, not to mention the live crocodile at their Gentleman’s Club.  Realizing there must be something desperately wrong in Neverland, they join up with Wendy and set off to make it right.  Will the legendary Peter help them or hinder them?

Mead, Alice.  Isabella’s Above-Ground Pool.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2006.  Lexile:  NA

After having to move into her grandmother’s trailer with her mom and baby brother, nine-year-old Isabella finds life less than thrilling.  Determined to have an above-ground pool to ease her pain, Isabella finds inventive ways to earn money to have her wish come true.  Things change when a tornado strikes their Texas town, and everyone’s life is changed.

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds.  The Great Chicken Debacle.  M. Cavendish, 2001.  Lexile:  740

The three Morgan children want to visit an amusement park but their father says no.  Dad buys Mom a real live chicken for her birthday and needs it kept a secret until the special day.  If the kids can manage to care for the chicken and keep the secret, they’ll get to go to the amusement park of their dreams.  Now how much trouble can one little chicken cause?

Nimmo, Jenny.  The Snow Spider.  Orchard Books, 2006.  Lexile:  810

Nine year old Gwyn discovers he is a wizard.  Adventures follow that heal old wounds and rush Gwyn toward a magical future.   This book is a great new fantasy from the author of the Charlie Bone series.

Osborne, Mary Pope.  Dragon of the Red Dawn.  Random House, 2007.  Lexile:  NA

Jack and Annie set out on a new Merlin Mission to help cure Merlin’s drooping spirits.  They travel back to the time of feudal Japan in quest of the four secrets of happiness.

Paulsen, Gary.  Molly McGinty Has a Really Good Day.  Wendy Lamb Books, 2004.  Lexile:  NA

Painfully organized Molly is devastated when she looses her 3 ring binder that contains everything she needs to survive.  To make matters worse, Molly’s high-spirited and unusual grandmother Irene comes to school for Seniors’ Day wearing her favorite purple, suede pants, and Irene turns the school upside down. 

Paver, Michelle.  Spirit Walker.  Katherine Tegen Books, 2006.  Lexile:  710

In this sequel to Wolf Brother, Torak has settled with Raven Clan.  All seems to be well when a horrendous disease infects the Ravens and the other Forest Clans.  Torak, Rena, and Wolf reunite in a quest for the cure.  The action never stops and this book works as well for first time readers as fans of the first book.

Pennypacker, Sara.  Clementine.  Hyperion Books for Children, 2006.  Lexile:  790

Clementine thinks she is paying attention to all the important things and can’t understand why there are so many problems.  She and her friend Margaret don’t intend for there to be any trouble. Why shouldn’t bad, self haircuts and catching arthritis keep you out of school? The fun keeps coming.

Piemme, Edizioni.  Down and Out Down Under.  Scholastic, 2007.  Lexile:  NA

Geronimo is back and this time the mouse with the most is tracking a story to Australia.  He has a terrible time trying to keep his facts straight while dodging snakes, crocs, sharks and getting lost in the outback.

Primavera, Elise.  The Secret Order of the Gumm Street Girls.  HarperCollins, 2006.  Lexile:  910

Get ready to be on the edge of your seats.  Four very different girls begin as enemies and end as friends as they band together to save their town.  With the help of some ruby slippers, two dogs, and a copy of The Wizard of Oz, the adventure begins.

Sachar, Louis.  Small Steps.  Delacorte Press, 2006.  Lexile:  690

This sequel to Holes follows the life of Armpit two years after his release from Camp Green Lake.  Armpit is still digging holes this time as a landscaper.  Life isn’t easy and it’s hard to take the small steps needed to turn his life around.  Of course, his friend X-Ray seems to have a better idea.  Small Steps is a funny, touching, and triumphant read.

Simner, Janni Lee.  Secret of the Three Treasures.  Holiday House, 2006.  Lexile:  720

Tierney West longs for her divorced father who travels constantly doing research for his adventure novels.  Determined to find action in her quiet little town, Tierney soon finds a mystery to unravel and a new friend to help.   This book provides imagination and fast paced fun for all readers.  

Singh, Vandana.  Younguncle Comes to Town.  Viking, 2006.  Lexile:  920

This is a loose collection of chapters set in northern India about the adventures of one family’s favorite younger uncle, fondly called, of course, Younguncle.  He rescues a sister from an unpleasant bridegroom, stops a robbery, and recovers stolen livestock and more.  Readers will find much to laugh about.

Smith, Lane.  John, Paul, George & Ben.  Hyperion Books for Children, 2006.  Lexile:  660

A fun and humorous look at the lives of five famous Americans including George Washington, John Hancock, Paul Revere, Ben Franklin and Thomas Jefferson.

Stanley, Diane.  Bella at Midnight.  HarperCollins, 2006.  Lexile:  950

Bella thought she was a simple peasant girl until her real father, a most unpleasant knight, demands she come to live with him.  Her new home is complete with a nasty stepmother and 2 mean stepsisters.  Can you say Cinderella?  There are twists and turns, magic and mayhem as Bella must solve some very un-Cinderella like problems.

Trollinger, Patsi B.  Perfect Timing:  How Isaac Murphy Became of the World’s Greatest Jockeys.  Viking, 2006.  Lexile:  840

At 12 years old, Isaac Murphy is offered a chance to ride a race in 1873 Lexington, Kentucky.  It changes his life forever, and he becomes one of the most winning jockeys in history.  He holds records that remain unbroken today.  This is an exciting and little known story in history.

Warner, Sally.  Super Emma.  Viking, 2006.  Lexile:  750

Emma jumps in and defends the smallest kid in class against the meanest bully.  This causes far more problems than it solves.  As things get stickier, can Emma still save the day?

Yin.  Brothers.  Philomel Books, 2006.  Lexile:  580

Ming comes to San Francisco from China to join his family in the mid 1800’s.  Times are hard, and he must run the family store alone while his older brothers work.  He meets an Irish boy and the two become friends.  Together they work for better times.
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