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Heards Ferry: The Place to Be! 
 

Don’t assume that butterflies are the only things with wings that are social – our Heards Ferry Eagle has been spotted around 
town lately. And, the word from him is that there is a lot of positive buzz out there about our great school.  The weekend before last 
the eagle was eyed at an elementary school fair for public and private schools. He reported hearing comments such as, “We are 
currently looking for a home in the Heards Ferry district, because we have heard such wonderful things about that school” and “We 
just bought in the Heards Ferry district, so our kids could specifically attend the school and “It was time to move our children from 
private school to Heards Ferry!” 
 

That same weekend he was seen at our Pre-K/ Kindergarten/ First Grade social and shared with us the upbeat exciting talk going on all 
night amongst our parents whose children are thriving. He overheard parents explaining how thrilled they are with the teachers, 
curriculum and parent involvement. 
 

OK, so we won’t be attending field trips or The Hoedown this year, but you’ll have to agree that we are the best deal in town with 
incredible CRCT scores from last year, super-small classes and no portables (which is practically unheard of in the city) and a 

principal recognized by our governor as a 2008 High Performance Principal. 
 

Speaking of CRCT scores, Mrs. Dorenkamp shared an incredible test-score statistic from last year with us at last month’s Principal’s 
Coffee. To simplify, a state-wide graph was developed by individual school based on test scores and poverty levels.  Research has 
shown that children living in poverty score lower on these tests compared to children from higher-income families because of fewer 
“experiences” available to them (less books in the home, less travel, less exposure to cultural experiences, etc.). Heards Ferry scored 

the highest on this graph among all elementary schools in the state and 20 other randomly-selected NATIONAL schools. To 
better explain and sum up these results, we’d like to quote Mrs. Dorenkamp. “Coming from whatever background, bring us your 

child, and we will teach him and we will teach him well!”  
 

We have so much to be proud of including two recent accomplishments: To date the PTA has raised more money than less year with 
30% less students and our classes have just completed beautiful themed murals which are now displayed in our foyer, greeting you as 
you enter. Check them out next time you are at school, and remember, you are always welcome whether you are volunteering in 

the classroom or simply having lunch with your child. 

 

Amy Helton                                                                 Amy Kilgore 

PTA Co-President                                                        PTA Co-President 

amy_helton@bellsouth.net                                          amykilgore@bellsouth.net 
 

Heards Ferry Elementary will celebrate Red Ribbon Week, October 20 - October 24, 2008.  Objectives are aligned by grade 

level with the Fulton County Health Learning Objectives.  Learning objectives by grade level are as follows: 
 

Kindergarten:   

* Know that the use of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs can be harmful 
 

First Grade:   

* Use over-the-counter and prescription medications in a responsible way (not sharing medicine)   
* Know that the use of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs can be harmful 
 

Second Grade: 
* Use over-the-counter and prescription medications in a responsible way (not sharing medicine)   
* Know that the use of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs can be harmful 
 

Third Grade: 
* Identify school and community resources for intervention and treatment (school clinic assistant, school counselor, local health 
department) 
* Identify behaviors that are safe, risky, or harmful to self and others (picking up needles, sharing personal items) 
* Know that the use of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs can be harmful 
 

Fourth Grade: 

* Recognize the relationship between personal health behavior and individual well being by identifying behaviors that are safe, risky, 
or harmful to self and others 
* Know that the use of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs can be harmful 
 

Fifth Grade: 

* Identify school and community resources for intervention and treatment (school clinic assistant, school counselor, local health 
department) 
* Recognize the harmful effects of alcohol and remain safe and drug free 
* Demonstrate the ability to influence and support others in making positive health choices, using resistance skills when pressured to 
use drugs 
* Identify responsible ways to use over the counter and prescription drugs (not sharing prescription drugs, taking as directed) 
* Reduce the risk of HIV infection by refraining from the use of injecting drugs or drugs that dull decision-making skills 

A child can ask questions that a wise man cannot answer.  ~Author Unknown



 

New Articles 
 

Please Help Us Clean Up the Grounds On 

Hands-On Heards Ferry Day! 
Sunday October 19th 1:00 – 5:00 pm (Join us for as much time as you can) 

 

Please bring rakes, shovels, trowels, gloves, leaf blowers, 

string trimmers, and any other tools that would be useful in 

tidying up the parking lot, playgrounds, flower beds, and 

exterior of the school. If you have questions, call Jon 

Sherrill 404-915-0872 or e-mail jon@sherrill.info 

 

Web Site Alerts Employees of Grant Funding 

Opportunities 

Each month, Fulton County Schools' Office of Grant 

Development publishes a list of local and national grants that 
are available to educators. To access a list of available grants as 
well as application procedures, click on the "Grants Alerts" or 
"Forms" link located at the bottom of the web page. 

http://www.fultonschools.org/dept/grantdevelopment/ 

 

Annual Luncheon Celebrates Fulton's Top 

Employees 

On Oct. 24 at the Cobb Galleria Centre, more than 1,000 
employees, business partners and special guests will pay tribute 
to each school's Teacher of the Year and School Professional of 
the Year, as well as the system's Support Professionals of the 
Year.  

Fabulous Artwork 
 

     Parents, if you haven’t had a chance yet, please stop by the 
school to see the fabulous artwork that our students created the 
first few weeks of school.  In the stairwell coming upstairs 
there are framed pieces created by each grade level.  Almost all 
of the children in our school worked on these, and I am very 
proud of them all!  
     Also, second grade parents especially, please take a minute 
to come by our student art gallery which is located in the hall 
outside the Art, Music, and Band rooms.  We have up a new 
display of prints that were created by our second grade 
students.  Every child in second grade has their print up.  Please 
take a few minutes to stop by and recognize all of our 
wonderful artists!   Thanks!  Mrs. Nowlin   
 

Safari Night Special Guest 
Book your calendars for Thursday, October 23rd, 6-7:30 pm. 
While you are shopping the book fair, kids can enjoy the 
Reptile Wrangler, Ken Panse. He will be bringing a boa, a 
spitting cockroach, as well as other strange and wonderful 
animals. We will also have face painting, crafts, tattoos and 
refreshments.  Bring the whole family! Mrs. Marrin 
We have a website dedicated to Book Fair News.  Please visit 

it!http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/publish/heardsferry 

 

Reminders 

        Family Night Thursday, October 23rd 
 
The 1st Grade HFE Cub Scouts from Den 10 will be selling 

Chic-Fil-A Meals at this event. Get a Chic-Fil-A sandwich, 
chips and water for $5.00. Homemade baked goodies will also 
be available for purchase. Please RSVP for dinner to Tracy 

Seligman at tracyseligman@comcast.netor call 404-808-3033 to 

help ensure that we don’t run out of food!  Meals available at 5:00 

pm  Proceeds will be used to make a donation to the Big Trees 
Forest Preserve and to purchase books at the Book Fair that 
will be given to the school. 
 

Partner in Education 

Wade Ford 
3860 South Cobb Dr., Smyrna GA 

 

Wade Ford welcomes all Heards Ferry parents/staff for all your 
car needs!!! Please consider Wade Ford when purchasing a 
new, pre-owned, Ford or foreign manufacturers! We are only 8 
miles away, and give back a percentage of your purchase back 
to the school!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Please call Terri Ewing @678-644-
1105 for VIP service 

 

 

Dearly Departed Play Comes to Riverwood 
 

Tickets are $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for students and are 
available at the door prior to each performance. For 

information, call 404-847-1980 or visit www.riverwoodhs.org.  

 

Parents Monthly Discussion Group 
  

Join us Thursday, October 23 at 8am in Room 208 
Questions, answers, discussion about your child’s school 

success. Frances Lari, School Social Worker 
Kate Hernandez, School Counselor 

 

It’s Family Day at the Woodruff Arts Center! 
Sunday October 19, 2008 1280 Peachtree Street NE 

Atlanta GA   11am-5pm 
The cost of this event is FREE, so bring the entire family! 

 

Don’t forget to stop in the Educational Center at the High 

Museum to view the Georgia PTA Reflections exhibit. Questions: 

Christy Knight (404) 236-1795    Martha Seabrook (770) 303-0032 
 

Dates to Remember 
 October 

10/17 Report Cards go home 

10/19 Hands on  Day at Heards Ferry 

10/20-24 Scholastic Book Fair 

10/31 Storybook Character Dress up Day 

 November 

11/4 Election Day- No School 

11/5 PTA Meeting (All are encouraged to attend) room 
208  9:30-10:30 am 

11/6 Principal’s Coffee: State of the School 8-9 am 

11/7 LSAC Meeting 8-9 am 

11/18 Thanksgiving lunch for Pre-k-2 and parents 

11/19 

corrected Early Release Day dismissal 11:15 

11/20 Thanksgiving lunch for 3-5 and parents 

11/20 Fall Musical   7 pm 

11/21 Fall Musical 8:30 am. 
11/26-28 SCHOOL CLOSED – THANKSGIVING 

HOLIDAYS 

 

MMMeeennnuuu   

Date Breakfast Lunch 

Mon. 
   20 

Sausage/cheese 
biscuit 
Cereal/biscuit 

Chicken nuggets 
Salisbury steak 
Chicken Salad Plate 
Ham/cheese sub 

Tues     
21 

Pancake on stick 
Cereal/toast 

Chicken Noodle Soup/w 
Grilled Cheese 
Hot Dog /w Chili 
Chick. Tender Salad 
Yogurt & Cheese Pak 

Wed    
22 
 

Tur-Ham Biscuit 
Cereal/toast 
 

Spaghetti Casserole  
Breaded Chicken Sand. 
Tuna Salad 
Yogurt & Cheese Pak 

Thur 
23 

Breakfast burrito 
Cereal/biscuit 

BBQ Baked Chicken 
Hamburger 
Grilled Chicken 
Pizza Pak 

Fri          
24 

Yogurt/Muffin 
Cereal/toast 

Shrimp Poppers 
Cheese Pizza 
Chef Salad Plate 
Ham & Cheese Wrap 

Please note that the menu is subject to change. 

 

 

 

 

 

EEO and ADA Compliance Statement 

Equal opportunity employer and service provider. 

Reasonable accommodations and modifications made for the disabled. Contact 
404-763-4585   TTY 1-800-255-0135 

 

To submit information for the newsletter 
Please email   hadi at  fultonschools.org  with the subject: 

Newsletter…. by each Tues at noon. 


