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   RESPONSIBILITY  is taking care of self and others; com-
pleting homework, doing chores at home and at school; keeping 
promises; doing what you say you will do even when it is diffi-
cult; accepting the consequences of your actions; and following 
through and completing tasks. 

 
DO MORE THAN READ...TALK!  

An article from Reading Rockets 
By: Joanne Meier 

 

   Teaching by Listening, a study from the July 2009 journal 
Pediatrics, is all about the contribution of adult-child conversa-
tions to a child's language development. This piece, along with 
other research, documents the effect of language in the home on 
a child's vocabulary. Without question, kids who hear more 
words spoken at home learn more words and enter school with 
better vocabularies. This word knowledge advantage pays off 
exponentially as a child progresses through school. Those who 
hear fewer words fall victim to "The Early Catastrophe", the 30 
million word gap by age 3. 
   The study from Pediatrics confirms the value of language, but 
more importantly, it reminds us that parents can get a lot more 
mileage out of those bedtime books by adding in quality bed-
time chats, about the book, or about anything!  
   Three of the authors' findings seem useful and important 
enough to share with parents during these first few weeks of 
school: 
· Don’t just read a book to your child.  Engage them in con-

versation during and after the reading.  Make sure the con-
versation is two-sided.  The more “conversational turns” a 
child gets, the better. 

· When you are talking to your child, adjust what you are 
saying based on your child’s language skill.  Your language 

should be neither too simple so that no new words are 
learned, nor so difficult that your child doesn’t understand 
what you are saying. 

· Get your child talking a lot.  The more talking a child does, 
the more they are provided with an opportunity to practice 
and consolidate newly acquired interesting words. 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER  
 

September 2 LSAC Meeting; 7:30 a.m. 
September 4 Food Drive Bags Go Home 
  Sally Foster Begins 
September 7 Labor Day – No School 
September 8 Food Drive Begins 
 

SPIRIT WEAR SALE A SUCCESS 
 

   The spirit wear sale has now closed and was a big suc-
cess!  Sweatshirt, shorts and t-shirt orders will be delivered to 
your child’s classroom in two to three weeks.  We do have 
Hembree Springs water bottles, car magnets, bracelets, and 
some sizes of the gold or gray t-shirts in stock at the 
school.  Please contact spiritwear@hembreespringspta.org if 
you would like to purchase any of these items.  In November, 
we will have our next spirit wear sale to include long sleeve t-
shirts and sweatshirts.   
 

TANNER FAMILY PORTRAITS  
Friday, September 11, and Saturday, September 12 

 

  For only $20, you will receive an 11x14 professional black and 
white or color family portrait.  Please complete the form that 
was sent home with your child and send in cash or check of $20 
to reserve your spot.  If you have any questions, please call Dee 
Duzak at 770-667-2902. 

From the Desk of Kalpana Raju, Principal                                                          August 28, 2009 
 Dear Parents, 

 

    Thank you for attending our Curriculum Night this week. If you did not have the chance to purchase spirit wear or join the PTA, 
you can still do so by picking up a form from school. If your child’s teacher allows his/her students to have a bottle of water in class, 
you may want to purchase a Hembree Springs one from the PTA for only $6.  
 

   If you would like to have lunch with your child in our cafeteria, come on in! After you sign in at the front desk and get your “Lunch 
Visitor” sticker, you can wait for your child in the rotunda outside the cafeteria.  I see the excitement on students’ faces when they see 
their parent in the rotunda!  We encourage you to purchase a school lunch at $3.05.  We do not allow fast food lunches.  Many stu-
dents have allergies so I ask that you not purchase ice cream for your child’s entire class.   Please do try to come in for lunch at least 
one day a month.  
 

   We have kicked off a new program here on Character Education. We will announce the Word of the Month in the morning and 
share examples of it each week. I will also include the word in my Highlights so that you can discuss it at home, too.  The four anchor 
words are: Caring, Responsibility, Respect, and Honesty.  Implementation of this program is a result of discussions during our Local 
School Advisory Council (LSAC) meetings.  We will have our first LSAC meeting on September 2 at 7:30 a.m. We invite you to 
attend.  
 

   Your child may have told you that Ms. Miller and I spoke to them about school rules.  Each year we talk to every grade level about 
our expectations.   It is part of our school-wide discipline plan.  
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BOX TOP$ AND TYSON PROJECT A+ CONTEST 
 

   It is time to turn in your Box Top$!   Just clip the label from 
your favorite cereals, snacks, Ziploc items, and hundreds of other 
participating products!  Box Top$ are worth 10¢ each when our 
school redeems them.  
   We are also participating in the Tyson Project A+ program.  In 
your grocer's freezer section, look for Tyson Products that dis-
play the Tyson Project A+™ logo.  The label you save is easily 
identified by looking for the simple 1, 2, 3 program steps.  Each 
label is worth 24¢.   
      Turn in your Box Top$ and Project A+ labels now in the box 
in the lobby.  All labels must be turned in by October 15.  Put 
your child’s teacher’s name on your Box Top$ and Project A+ 
labels to ensure that your class gets credit!  The class that earns 
the most money for our school will win a prize!  Please e-mail 
boxtops@hembreespringspta.org with any questions. 
 

2009-2010 REFLECTIONS ARTS  
COMPETITION KICKS OFF  

"Beauty Is...."  
  
   It's that time of year again for our students to show off their 
creative talents!  The PTA Reflections Arts Competition allows 
all students Pre-K through fifth grade to submit entries in the 
categories of: Literature, Musical Composition, Photography, 
Visual Arts, Dance Choreography, and Film Production.  This 
year's theme is "Beauty Is...." Imagine the possibilities! 
   Entries are due Monday, October 12.  Entry forms and cate-
gory rules are available at the front desk or online at 
www.georgiapta.org/leadership-reflections.html.  If you have 
questions, please contact Julie Daniels or Elke Monahan at 
 reflections@hembreespringspta.org. 
 

FIRST FAMILY NIGHT  
  
   Please join us at CiCi's Pizza in Roswell for our first family 
night on Wednesday, September 16, from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m.  A 
percentage of all funds go to our PTA for school enrichment. 
 
 

 

YOUTH DAY PARADE FLOAT  
 

   Would you like to help build the Youth Day Parade float?   
The Youth Day Parade is scheduled for Saturday, October 10, 
2009, at 10 a.m.  The theme this year is "Our Heroes."  If you 
would like to be part of the Youth Day committee, please contact 
Lisa Cowles at cowlesfamily@bellsouth.net or call 678-358-
6545.  If you can draw, paint, use a jig saw, hold a hammer, etc., 
we need your expertise.  Come help our school build a float that 
will be “out of this world!”   

 
ANNUAL RECYCLING CONTEST  

 

   If you’ve been saving your printer cartridges and cell phones in 
preparation for the annual recycling contest – GREAT!  You’ve 
got a few more weeks to collect recyclables from friends, family, 
and neighbors.   
   The recycling contest will run October 1 through October 
30.  The contest will be similar to prior years.  Each classroom 
will be provided a receptacle for the recyclable items along with 
a flier stating which items are accepted.  The receptacles will be 
collected weekly after school.  The classroom standings will be 
also posted weekly.   
   Hembree Springs has been partnering with Cartridges for Kids 
for the past few years on our recycling program.  The recycling 
program earned the school over $800 during the 2008-2009 
school year.  The contest is a great way to kick off a successful 
recycling year.  If you have any questions or would like to help, 
please contact Tia Bohannon at 770-754-5755 or by e-mail 
 environment@hembreespringspta.org.  
 

 

It is the policy of the Fulton County School System not to discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, or 

 disability in any employment practice, educational program, or any 
program, activity or service. 

             
If you wish to make a complaint or request accommodation or  

modification due to discrimination in any program, activity, or service, 
contact Compliance Coordinator Ron Wade, 786 Cleveland Avenue 

S.W., Atlanta, Georgia 30315,  
or phone 404-763-4585.  TTY 1-800-255-0135 

Equal opportunity employer and service provider.   

 

CURRICULUM NIGHT  
PHOTOS 

August 24 and August 25 


