
Lesson Title: Why Should I Listen to You? 
 
Grade Level: Grade 5 
 
Rationale: Students must learn how to become persuasive writers in order to share their 
views and influence the views of others.  Students must become aware of the ‘audience’ 
factor in their writing.  The must develop an understanding of the uses of persuasion and 
the form for creating a persuasive writing piece.  Students will use their writing to create 
interest and attract listeners to their podcasts, an authentic use of their writing. 
 
Standards:  
ELA5LSV2 The student listens to and views a variety of text media in order to gather 
and share information, persuade others and express understanding of ideas. 
ELA5LSV1 The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group 
verbal interactions. 
ELA5W4 The student consistently uses the writing process to develop, revise and 
evaluate witing. 
 
Behavioral Objectives/Assessments: 
Standard Behavioral Objectives Assessments 
ELA5LSV2 Students will be able to complete the 

‘Check the Strategies’ form with 80% 
accuracy. 

Observational 

ELA5LSV1 Students will be able to participate in 
whole/small group discussions and 
provide an explanation of the concept 
of persuasion. 

Observational, based on 
teacher anecdotal record 
sheet per group. 
Individual/Group Grade. 

ELA5W4 Students will be able to use the writing 
process to draft, revise, edit and 
publish their podcast advertisement. 

Rubric for group persuasive 
writing. 

 
Key Questions:  

• What does it mean to be persuasive? 
• Have you ever been persuaded to do something? 
• Explain what convinced you to become persuaded. 
• How can persuasive writing be a useful tool? 
• When can persuasive writing be harmful? 
• How does a person’s point of view impact their ability to be persuaded? 

 
Materials: 

• A collection of ads from tween magazines 
• Incentive stickers for each group folder 
• Check the Strategies worksheets enough for all students 
• Persuasive Strategies Definitions, worksheet 
• Persuasion is all around You (homework or class work) 
• Observation Notes, one sheet for each small group (8) 
• Persuasive writing group Assessment form. 
• Laptops, one for each group 
• Project Blog for posting the final paragraph. 



• LCD/screen optional. 
 
Procedures: (Including guided, modeled and independent) 

1. Post the covers of the tween magazines 
2. Ask students if they are familiar with the magazines 
3. Ask students if they ever wanted to buy a magazine, why? 
4. Ask students to help define the word persuade. 
5. Show them one of the ads and introduce the worksheet for evaluating the 

ads. Explain the different methods of persuasion.  Ads may use 
supporting evidence, facts, or testimonials to attract your attention and 
win your approval.  What works?  What doesn’t? Why? Who cares? 
(Audience). How can you convince a reader to agree with you and take 
action? Appeal to your readers. How can you respect other’s points of 
view? What happens when you take the opposite view? 

6. Explain the sheet and how it should be used.  Model it using and 
example. 

7. Give each student-group two ads and each student an ad worksheet.  
Give them 15 minutes to evaluate the ad according to the worksheet.  

8. Teacher visits the groups to evaluate student participation and 
contributions. 

9. Get the attention of the group.  Ask the students to explain whether or not 
the exercise gave them any ideas for promoting their podcast? Discuss. 

10. Now students will get a new worksheet to use in promoting their own 
podcast project. Students will work in groups to create a persuasive 
paragraph with the aim to persuade potential listeners to listen to their 
podcasts. 

11. Introduce the model sentences they might want to use.  Give an example. 
12. Students will each complete their forms individually and then work 

together to synthesize the information into one paragraph. Students will 
use the writing process collaboratively to revise and edit their writing 
before posting. 

13. Students will record their paragraph on the class blog.  The will post their 
entry using their group name/number. 

Resources: 







 
 
 
 
 
 


