 

Black and white Portrait Descriptors

Emerging
 Technical Skill:

Lacks command of media 

Heavy outlining; hard-edge lines

Poorly observed contours

Mark making is awkward and/or erratic

Pale, weak, value contrast, small value range 

Lack of value to model forms

Lack of smooth value transitions and / or sharp edges as appropriate 

Little depth in face and negative space

Lack of careful observation in features, i.e. no shaping in eyes/ flat / white eyes

No direct observation; only observation is from photos

Stiff figures

Grid use: grid still visible

Non-intentional outcomes

Proportion problems; lacks understanding of relationships of physical features

Compositional Skill:

Composition weak

Lack of detail

Viewpoint not considered (often frontal view)

Little activation of negative space

No background or shallow background

Artistic Vision:

Lacks innovation

Little or no expression of personality

Proficient
 Technical Skill:

Media use is more skillful and controlled  

Carefully observed contours

Mark making is consistent and controlled

Value to model form is successful

Proportion is mostly accurate

Closer observation of subject 

Figure is relaxed and alive; figures or features may still be a bit stiff

Lighting is intentional/better contrast/ full range of value

Little attention to details OTHER than facial detils

Compositional Skill:

Viewpoint is considered in composition: normal, ant’s eye, bird’s eye, and straight

Conscious choice of pose to match intent of work: face only, shoulders of figure 

Background is considered, important part of composition

Intentional composition choices

Artistic Vision:

Beginning to see personal expression

Symbolism or theme may be apparent

Risk taking

Advanced
Technical Skill:

Comfortable skill level; technical skills with media are resolved

Appropriate choice of media for intent of work 

Subtle use of color as an enhancement

Line is intentional if used 

Mark-making is expressive and intentional

Transitions are soft and subtle and edges sharp as appropriate

Sensitive observation; images are not generalized

Exploring mixed media

Compositional Skill:

Composition engages space and is unified

Planning in composition is evident and it supports artist’s intent

Background details are modeled correctly or purposefully simplified

Feels alive and carefully observed

Strong focal point

Artistic Vision:

Clear voice and intent

Viewpoint and amount of figure shown is consciously chosen to communicate meaning

Communicates drama / mood / narrative

Risk taking

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Color Portrait Descriptors
Emerging
Technical Skill:

Lacks control over media

Appears to be a study, rather than a finished work

Outlining used in place of value shapes & value changes 

Mark-making is erratic and/or awkward

Little understanding of proportions; proportion errors

Unsuccessful distortion

Lack of careful observation in features, i.e. no shaping in eyes/ flat / white eyes

Color use is simplistic, color schemes are introduced

Still, lifeless

Non-intentional outcomes

Pale, lacks value range, lacks careful observation of value transitions and value shapes

Compositional Skill:

Awkward or simplistic composition

Unengaged background

Flat space / little depth in figure and background

Large areas of unintentional negative space

Composition weak

Viewpoint not considered (often frontal view)

Artistic Vision:

Lacks intentional communication of mood, expressive quality 

Limited expressions

No risk taking

 

 Proficient
 Technical Skill:

Skillful use of media with a few exceptions

Technical skills sometimes hinder concept

Lack of technical sophistication in some areas

Incorporation of mixed media and selection of media to communicate ideas

Unresolved color issues, but color is more sophisticated and chosen to support meaning

Color layering and value of color used appropriately

Smooth value transitions and sharp value edges as appropriate

Intentional mark-making begins to contribute to outcome 

Very little inappropriate outlining

Proportions are correct and understands foreshortening

Compositional Skill:
Starting to add depth to composition

Viewpoint is considered in composition: normal, ant’s eye, bird’s eye, and straight

Conscious choice of view to match intent of work: face only, shoulders of figure 

Background is a considered, important part of composition

Intentional composition choices

Artistic Vision:

Less teacher-assignment focused

Evidence of theme or symbolism; symbolism is not trite or blatant

Emerging personal voice

More narrative, drama, or mood than emerging

More emotive; intentionally expressive

Evidence of risk taking

 

Advanced
 Technical Skill:

Control over media; comfortable with medium and technique

Media choices enhance final outcome

Subtle color variation; sophisticated color combinations

Soft transitions / sharp edges as appropriate

Textural contrast of media is purposeful

Sensitive observation

Accurate proportions; including foreshortening 

Compositional Skill:

Intentional composition/ cropping / pose selection to communicate meaning

Point of view is a deliberate choice

Shallow space or deep space is intentional and fully realized 

Unity achieved

Artistic Vision:

Competent use of theme or expressive color

Expressive value and/or lighting / value is controlled to enhance artwork

Evocative of mood and/or idea

Narrative captures student’s personal voice

Risk taking pays off

 

 

 

 

 

Note from Ron & Riverwood Cluster:
 

John Riggins put forth the idea that for portrait benchmarks (and probably for all our topic benchmarks for that matter) it comes down to 3 areas; Technical Skill (how you do it), Compositional Skill (what you do with it), and Artistic Vision (what you’re trying to say).  He also said if a work is emerging it probably only reflects one of these areas well, if it’s proficient it reflects two of these areas well and if the work is advanced it reflects all three areas well.  It’s not to say an emerging piece of art work can’t reflect all of the areas, but it comes down to the degree in which the areas are shown.  We all tended to agree to this notion and thought it was a great way of looking at student work as we try to determine and identify emerging, proficient and advanced benchmarks.  
 

 

            Emerging                                Proficient                                Advanced
            The degree of:                         The degree of:                         The degree of:
            or 1 of 3                                  or 2 of 3                                  or 3 of 3
            Technical Skill                        Technical Skill                        Technical Skill
            Compositional Skill                Compositional Skill                Compositional Skill
            Artistic Vision                        Artistic Vision                        Artistic Vision
 

Specifically:
                        Technical Skill:                     Use of materials
                                                                        Craftsmanship
                                                                        Proportions
                                                                        Linear perspective
                                                                        Line quality *
                                                                        Range of value *                    
 

                        Compositional Skill:             Arrangement on the page
                                                                        Use of space
                                                                        Visual movement
                                                                        Viewpoint
                                                                        Depth/Lighting
                                                                        Elements/Principles               
 

                        Artistic Vision:                      Meaning/motive
                                                                        Mood/tone
                                                                        Intention
                                                                        Individual/personal voice
                                                                        Maturity – stages of development
                                                                        Reference to historical / contemporary artists 

                                                            
Journaling
                                     
* could factor into compositional skills
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