Human Figure Benchmarks

Emerging:

Technical Skill:
Limited choice and proficiency with media

Limited range in value/value does not follow form 

Flat figures/little volume

Limited line quality giving sketchy unintentional outcomes

Emerging color use and/or line quality

Intentional omission of body parts to mask lack of skill/faces avoided

Lack of understanding of proportion; creating a distorted figure

Inconsistent mark making

Dark outlines

Sausage legs or arms

Compositional Skill:

Lack of compositional thought

Unsuccessful attempts at full frontal views 

Set views or teacher directed composition

Disproportionate figure/ground and positive/negative space

Beginnings of staging

Lack of interaction with background

Flat; lack of depth in negative space

Floating forms

Artistic Vision:

No personal voice

Studio drawings and teacher led exercises rather than student created compositions or narratives

Generic figures rather than emotive or representative
Proficient:

Technical Skill:

Value understood but not mastered ; there are many grays and mid-tones

Application of human measurement with more accurate proportions/ foreshortening is successful

A firm grasp of media usage but not exceeding in it’s use

Figures begin to have movement and fluidity

Beginning to deal with light 

Helmet head- can draw the face but not the hair

More body parts are included

Better line quality

Intentional exaggeration and abstraction

Color

Additional attention to detail and intentional mark making

Compositional Skill:

Definite focal point 

Some non frontal views 

Figure begins to inhabit space

Adheres to compositional guidelines

Some attempt to create a mood or setting

More thoughtful compositional structure and consideration of use of space

Background is considered and attempts are made to link it to figure

Activation of negative space

Artistic vision:

Beginning of personal voice and style is evident

Student is beginning to take risks and thinking more divergently

Figures are less generic interpretations and are more expressive and narrative

Advanced:

Technical Skill:

Comfortable skill level; technical skills with media are resolved

Appropriate choice of media for intent of work 

Successful foreshortening and intended distortion

Treatment of clothing and hair is effective

Subtle use of color to create mood

Gestural mark making for expressive content

Unified color choices- mixing opposed to garish tube color

Extreme sensitivity to value relationships and line qualities

Volume, figures are weighted

Movement shown through figure positioning

Purposeful abstraction
Compositional Skill:

Dramatic points of view 

Going beyond academic composition

Alternative tension or perspective

Extreme in complexity…or simplicity

Planning in composition is evident and it supports artist’s intent

Feels alive and carefully observed

Artistic Vision:
Environment used to create mood or tell narrative

Personal voice is evident

Establishment of style through technique

Viewpoint and amount of figure shown is consciously chosen to communicate meaning

Evidence of time in development

Provocative: communicates drama / mood / narrative

High degree of risk taking

