
Value to Model Form -Still Life Benchmarks
Sequential Skill Development 

Note: Art History, Criticism, Aesthetics Are Woven Into All Lessons
Middle School  

· Introduction to observational drawing

· Introduction to contour line

· Value scales – steps  and blending
· Shapes into simple forms- cubes, pyramids, spheres, cylinders
· Values on forms - highlight, cast shadow, core value, reflected light, transitions
· Understanding perspective in terms of overlapping, height on page, size, detail
· Basic compositional issues such as limited negative space and off-centered focal point
Intro Art
Observational drawing 
· Developing skills in blind and modified contours of basic forms through observation
· Blocking in forms with correct size relationships through observation
Basic forms - cylinders, cubes, cones, spheres 

· Cubes & rectangular forms (parallel perspective, 1 point perspective, 2-point perspective as it relates to still life forms)
· Ellipses (circles in perspective) 
· Full range of values in black and white and color media (nine step value scale)
· Values on forms: accurate values on individual forms and groups of forms
Composition

· Understanding of purpose and consistent use of thumbnails & viewfinders 

· Activation of the page 
· Break up negative space by touching or extending beyond edges of page
· Focal point off-center (rule of thirds)

· Controlling paths of movement through the design

· Effective use of positive/negative space, limited negative space
Perception of space – combining forms to create a still life
· Show perspective in terms of overlapping, height on page, size, detail
· Understanding of and ability to indicate foreground, middle ground, background
· Judging proportion off other objects and showing size relationships
Mark-making 
· Tonal shading, hatching, crosshatching, scumbling, accent line with selected media such as graphite, colored pencil, conte, pastel, oil pastel to create value
Introduce idea of developing own artistic voice and communicating through own art

Draw Paint I  
Mastery and extension of all Intro topics and add:
Observational drawing 

· Seeing and portraying major and subtle values changes on forms
· Complex development of light – reflective qualities, changes in light and shadow, lost and found edges
· Value schemes (high key, low key, high contrast, normal contrast) and communication of content – drama with value contrast
Basic forms - cylinders, cubes, cones, spheres 
· Knowledge of basic forms used to create complex forms

Composition

· Continued emphasis on ability to create strong compositions 

· Use of harmonizing and unifying qualities to enhance movement in composition
· Use of unusual viewpoints 

Perspective
· Understanding of the concept of 1 and 2 point perspective as it applies to still lifes in box-like objects and converging lines on tables, etc.

Perception of space – combining forms to create a still life
· Understanding of and ability to create the illusion of shallow or deep space as appropriate for the subject and intent
Mark-making 

· Control of technique in a variety of media

· Sensitivity to mark making and the effect of technique on content (loose marks, fine marks, coarse marks, tight marks, expressive marks)

· Building complex surfaces/textures
Work on development of artistic voice and finding what to communicate in own art, looking for natural stylistic affinities emerging in own work.
Draw Paint II
Develop and add to understanding in all of the above
Further sophistication in composition
Deeper development and recognition of artistic voice

AP and Advanced

Continued work on all of the above

More personal voice and decision in work
