Art on a Cart

Nancy Reed, Creek View ES

Don’t panic! Art on a cart is not the idea situation to teach such a versatile subject, but it is doable. The key is organization, problem solving and flexibility. (and comfortable shoes) You will find ways to be innovative in organizing your supplies and being the creative souls that distinguish you as an art teacher, will be a benefit to creatively solve problems for the challenges you face. My desire is to share what worked well for me and what I learned from 2 years on a cart. There are many teachers out there that have spent time on a cart and we are your best resource for any questions or issues you have.

THE CART- Fancy ones and service carts are available through catalogs, however an AV/TV cart from the media center is cheep, easy to maneuver and a suitable solution.  Small and large sizes are available.  (a large cooler on wheels and a shopping cart have also been used by teachers)

ORGANIZING SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS

· Plastic Cups -are good to hold pencils, markers, brushes. Make great 

           water cups also. 

· Plastic School Boxes- color pencils, crayons, scissors.

· Plastic Shoe Boxes- watercolor trays, paint, glue, office supplies, sponges.

· Plastic Tool Tray with Handle- paint, glaze

· Copy Box Lids- sorting paper, misc. materials.

· Cardboard or Plastic File Sorter - papers, handouts, books, planner.

· Paper Plates- a must have!!  Easiest way to pass out and clean-up paint.

Check with the primary art teacher for extra containers you may use to help save the cost of buying them yourselves. The Dollar Store is a good source. Have parents donate old containers and save plastic containers such as Publix fruit bowls.


** I would suggest 6-8 containers of each for markers, crayons, and color pencils. One container each for glue, regular pencils, erasers and scissors.

STUDENT ART- Poster board made into small folders with DAY and GRADE posted on outside. I would suggest taking only the day you need with you on the cart. Find a shelf you can use in art room to store the folders you don’t need. 


ART IMAGES/POSTERS- Our SRA posters come in large plastic sleeves with handles; I bet you could figure out away to hang one of them on your cart to take the posters you need.  I made a poster board sleeve that I taped to front of the cart.


** Magnetic clips- a must have!!  Use to hang examples, posters and drawing paper on classroom chalkboards/white boards. Many teachers have information on boards that cannot be erased, have plenty of large newsprint to be able to write and draw on.

CART MANGEMENT


Important to spend the time in the morning to review you day and load your cart accordingly. It is not necessary to have all supplies on the cart at all times. Take what you need, especially if you have a small confining cart. You can also reload your cart for your afternoon classes if your lunch break allows the time. 

I suggest to always have crayons, markers, pencils and plenty of 9x12 newsprint and drawing paper on hand. Also office supplies and any free art materials.


**For clay projects I would suggest to use a second cart to transport clay, tools and work. The small AV/TV carts work great, you can load it up to store finished work while drying, take to kiln and then unload kiln and take back to students. It also provides a space on top to demonstrate. The copy paper lids are excellent to store and organize smaller clay pieces by classes.
For 3D projects I suggest empty cardboard boxes.

CLASSROOM MANGEMENT


Each teacher has his or her own way of arranging their rooms and it can be the biggest inconvenient and frustrating aspect of art on a cart. Be sure they have allowed space for your cart to enter the room. Desk arranged in groups of 4-6 is the most convenient for sharing supplies. Tables in rows facing each other also works well. (Desk lined up in rows or configured in an ‘E’ makes it very difficult for students to easily share) Talk with teachers to see if they’d be willing accommodate your needs and explain the logistics of students having to share limited supplies. It is also nice to have a table or countertop space to place supplies temporarily. (i.e. to pour paint, sort color paper) 



Although it is impossible to have a seating chart because students do change seats and teachers do re-arrange the furniture, the advantage is each child usually has their name on their desk. (yahoo)

Have 3-4 students help pass out and pick up supplies. I kept track by placing a check mark each time next to the student name in roll book. 

** Supplies tend to end up in students desks, especially pencils, scissors and erasers.  Make stripes with a sharpie marker on your pencils and write ART on the other objects.

CLEAN UP


Unless kids are extremely messy I would suggest hand wipes which classrooms teacher have donated to them by parents. (or email teachers and asked for extras along with paper plates) It’s quicker and less time consuming. Clorox wipes are good to clean tables.


Carry a plastic box of sponges and some rags for spills and messy tables. (I cut the warehouse sponges in half, easier to handle for the little ones, takes up less space and thrifty) I do not let the kids get the sponges wet, I do it myself, otherwise they fill the sponges with to much water and desks become swimming pools. I do not let the kids clean brushes either. They take to much time, make a mess and usually don’t clean them well enough.  A solution for art on a cart if time does not allow for you to clean brushes right away, use an empty cup for the dirty brushes and if possible keep a enough brushes on cart as a second set.


For messy materials or clay days, a piece of 12x18 construction paper laminated makes a good placemat. Burlap cut into mats is also good for clay.

Scrap paper on floor can be difficult, but the kids like to make a game of picking it up. Oil pastels will leave the biggest mess on floors if not picked up. Once stepped on, very difficult to clean: I use wipes to clean off hands and floors.  Give yourself plenty of time to clean up and load up your cart. You do not have the 5 minutes in- between classes for clean up, it’s traveling time to your next class.

· Remember to leave the room as you found it.

LESSONS


Yes the cart can restrict the types of lessons and materials you select.  For example: ink printing is really messy and takes space, 3D sculptures are hard to store, paper mache is difficult even in a regular art room, large size paper becomes an issue with the small desk and storage, and even painting with tempera or watercolors has the issue of a space to dry.  HOWEVER, I would encourage you to try at least once to learn and perhaps creatively solve problems that arise.


Small portable drying racks are available and if space allows on your cart can easily solve the drying issue of wet paint. Otherwise you can place on floor along the wall outside classroom and instruct the teacher to pick up when dried.  If you have coordinated multiple grades to paint, the drying racks do have wheels and can be place in a general location nearby. Newspaper is good to place wet watercolors in-between each page.

Coordinate you lessons from grade to grade so that similar materials are being used. It will minimize the space needed on your cart and will be easier on you to organize and manage from class to class. 

Power point presentations or our SRA CDs are still possible to use on a cart. Your laptop and a quality TV are what you need. Don’t count on the classroom TV’s for quality of picture, they are awfully small and connecting to your laptop could present problems. The media center has larger screen digital TVs that are available to you and can be rolled anywhere in the school. Plus you can place your needed supplies on the empty shelves.

Not comfortable with technology, most classrooms still have overhead projectors that transparencies can be made for. If you can get your hands on our old Portfolio sets, they had a wonderful collection of transparencies.

DISCIPLINE

I suggest to make a small poster of your rules to attach to your cart and review with your students your procedures, because they may be different then the classroom teacher and that’s what the kids are use to sitting in their room. 

Most teachers have their own behavioral system you can use and some expect you to adopt (i.e. moving clip from color to color) or develop your own. I found it easy to implement the existing discipline plan, the students were familiar with it and it also allowed the teacher to be aware of problems.

I did implement an Art Party Day for classes that achieved good behavior over a period of time. I have an Art Party box with games, etch-a-sketches, gel markers, stamps, etc., that I set up in rotating stations.

HELPFUL HINTS

· If you are an itinerant and a primary art room exists, work with the other teacher to find a corner to store your cart and some shelves that you can store student artwork and other materials. If you have a lost an art room all together or one does not exist, then work with your Principle to find a location for storage.

· Although we do have budgets provided by the Principles, materials and supplies are provided by the county, not the teachers, they are yours supplies to use as well. Work together to order extra supplies if necessary.

· Coordinate with the classroom Art teacher a schedule for using limited materials and using the kiln.

· Sketchbooks can be utilized by asking teachers to find a place to store in room. However I would limit their use only during art time, otherwise they will fill up the pages much too quickly. 

· Early finishers should not do class work or homework, it is your art time with them and you should utilize every opportunity for them to experience art.  During clean up and 5 minutes left in class, I would allow them to prepare for next lesson or read a book.

· It is important for you to arrive on time, plan accordingly!!

· If teachers do not arrive back to class on time, ask a neighboring teacher to watch class, as your time is needed to prepare and get to your next class. If it is an issue, discuss with the teacher or administrator. 

· Some teachers remain in the classroom. It is important for the students and the teacher to understand-YOU are in charge. Any issues should be brought to YOU by the students and taken care of by YOU.  The teacher should be considered invisible.

· Traveling throughout the school gives you an opportunity to see work on display, what the children are working on in their classrooms and insight into other subjects that can be linked to interrelated lessons. 

· Have fun with your cart. Decorate it, use as a display for student art, give it a name etc. Use every inch possible. A positive attitude will make those wheels roll with enthusiasm.

Internet Resource http://www.artteacherconnection.com/pages/artcart.html 
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