[image: image1.jpg]


Personal Narrative Symbols & Surface Decoration- Japanese Mishima

Course: Ceramics I


Unit 1 – Surface Decorations on a series of four related coasters.  

Lesson/Unit Breakdown: 


Overview: An introduction to the history of Japanese ceramics, key terms, and surface decorations


· Lesson 1: Learn about ceramic history and complete three mini-labs on: stamping, sgraffito, and Japanese Mishima.

· Lesson 2: Using any or all of the three surface decorations from lesson 1, student will create a ceramic slab artwork about personal symbols and devise an alternative method for displaying the piece.

FCS Standards and Elements (include aesthetics, art criticism, art history):

Art Production

 1.    Creates artwork reflecting a range of concepts, ideas, subject matter  [National Std. 3, 6]
· Keeps a sketchbook/journal with visual, verbal, personal ideas, course information 

2.  Understands and applies media, techniques, and processes [National Std. 1] 
· Recognizes selected, surface decoration techniques:  stamping, sgraffito, carving, mishima, slip trailing, piercing, terra sigillata, engobes, wax resist, staining, glazing. [QCC C.4, C.5]
3.  Self-evaluates art learning and develops habits of excellence. 
· Sets high standards for craftsmanship and skill mastery in own artwork 

Aesthetics

4.  Develops critical and creative thinking skills and perceptual awareness necessary for understanding and producing art  [National Std. 5, 6]

· Writes, reflects upon, revises a personal answer to the questions, Why do humans have an innate need to add beauty and meaning to their world?  What is the place of ceramics in art?  Is pottery art, craft, or both? [QCC C.18]
· Discusses aesthetic issues including the following: fine art versus craft, form vs. function, why handmade objects are sometimes more desirable than mass-produced ones.[QCC C.18]
· Compares viewpoints of tribal and primitive societies for whom sculpture is part of daily life with those of Western society in which sculpture is classified as art

Art Criticism

5.  Reflects on and assesses characteristics and merits of artwork [National Std. 5, 6]
· Analyzes the relationship of decorative and functional qualities in artworks from diverse cultures. [QCC C.15]
· Discusses the connection between artist’s intent and viewer’s interpretation (active participation by the viewer to bring personal experience to interpretation)

· Uses Feldman’s method and Visual Thinking Strategies to “read” ceramic art; supports inferences with evidence within the work [QCC C.16]
· Verbalizes personal reactions to artwork using adjectives, analogies, and metaphors

Art History

6. Understands the visual arts in relation to history and cultures [National Std. 4, 6]
· Traces major periods of art through ceramics and discusses how artists of each period were influenced by their society [QCC C.12]
· Writes about ceramic’s role as a visual record (primary source) of humankind’s cultural, political, scientific, daily genre, and religious history [QCC C.13, C.20 ]
· Discusses how and why ceramics and the role of ceramic artists have changed over time [QCC C.22 ]
· Researches, studies, and writes about ceramics from diverse societies via internet, museums, exhibits as well a texts and periodicals. [QCC C.21 ]
Materials & Resources:


Lesson 1 & 2: Power Points (history of ceramics, personal symbols), LCD, white clay, kiln, clay tools, colored slips, VVJ

Motivation & Instructional Strategies:

· Lesson 1: Show history of Japanese ceramics and discuss how function was the driving force behind ceramics, but show how decorations became more of an aesthetic function through history and up to today’s ceramics. Discuss the different types of surface decorations and how they are made as an introduction. For homework, make a list of at least ten different ceramics at home and label whether they are functional (F), or decorative (D).

· MiniLab 1: Make a stamp from personal symbols (VVJ prompt used assigned the week before). The stamp will be used for one coaster in the final project of lesson 2 and can be incorporated into future artworks. One good idea would be to make a signature sprig.

· MiniLab 2: Create a sgraffito coaster using some element or portion of a personal symbol.

· MiniLab 3: Create a Japanese mishima coaster using some element or portion of a personal symbol.

Visual Verbal Journal Prompts:

· Personal Symbol (assigned in the week before this unit begins)

· Find a ceramic artist who uses any of the surface decorations mentioned and recreate it

Assessment: 

· Quiz over history of ceramics and key terms

· Grade VVJ with rubric

· Assess the minilabs

· Project rubric

Connections with next lesson: Carry over the idea of taking an abstract idea like a personal symbol or emotion and creating it in clay.

