2010 Summer Reading List for Elementary School

Fulton County
2nd-3rd Grade Fiction Chapter Books
Crowley, Joy Snake and Lizard (2007) Lexile 490

A collection of short stories about the friendship between Snake and Lizard.

English, Kate Nikki and Deja: The Newsy News Newsletter (2010) Lexile 680

When Nikki and her best friend, Deja, start a newsletter about what is happening on their street and in their school, they focus more on writing exciting stories than on finding the truth.

Howe, James Houndsley and Catina: Plink and Plunk (2009) Lexile N/A
Houndsley likes canoeing and his friend Catina likes bicycling, but each has to help the other learn to enjoy these activities in order to do them together.
Jenkins, Emily Toy Dance Party (2008) Lexile 680

Six stories relate further adventures of three best friends, who happen to be toys, as they encounter a fearsome shark, enjoy a dance party, and deal with daily adventures of  the “owner,” The Girl.

Lin, Grace The Year of the Rat (2007) Lexile 730

In the Chinese Year of the Rat, a young Taiwanese American girl faces a challenge when her best friend moves to California. She must find the courage to forge ahead with her dream of becoming a writer and illustrator and she must learn to find the beauty in change.

McDonald, Megan Judy Moody: Around the World in 8 ½ Days (2010) Lexile 540

Judy Moody's new friendship with Amy Namey causes problems with her old friends and the school project they are working on together.
McDonald, Megan Stink: Solar System Superhero (2010) Lexile N/A

When Stink discovers that Pluto has been downgraded from a planet to a dwarf planet, he launches a campaign in his classroom to restore its status to that of a full-fledged member of the solar system
Mills, Claudia How Oliver Olsen Changed the World (2009) Lexile 730
Afraid he will always be an outsider , nine-year-old Oliver finally shows his extremely overprotective parents that he is capable of doing great things without their help while his class is completing a science project.
Nolan, Lucy Bad to the Bone (2008) Lexile N/A

Down Girl, a dog, explains about her days spent protecting her home from the enemy next door named Here Kitty Kitty, and the many ways she tries to properly train her master, Ruff.

Orr, Wendy Mokie and Bik Go to Sea (2010) Lexile N/A
With their father home from the sea, the rambunctious twins Mokie and Bik make the Bullfrog shipshape for a voyage out to sea, where they make friends with a scaredy-seal, save a runaway boat, and keep track of Waggles.
Peet, Mal Cloud Tea Monkeys (2010) Lexile N/A
When her mother becomes too ill to harvest tea on the nearby plantation, Shenaz is too small to fill in. But when she tells the monkeys she has befriended why she is sad, they bring her a basket filled with rare and valuable wild tea that changes her future for the better.
Salisbury, Graham Calvin Coconut: The Zippy Fix (2009) Lexile N/A

Calvin tries to earn money to buy Stella, the babysitter, a present for her sixteenth birthday because he feels guilty for taking advantage of her allergy to cats.

Schlitz, Laura Amy The Night Fairy (2010) Lexile 630
When Flory the night fairy's wings are accidentally broken and she cannot fly, she has to learn to do everything differently.

Weeks, Sarah Oggie Cooder Party Animal! (2009) Lexile N/A

Neither a long list of rules, nor the inability to find the perfect gift, nor being locked in a bathroom with a juggling bear will keep quirky Oggie Cooder from attending neighbor Donnica Perfecto's birthday pool party.

Wright, Eric Frankie Pickle and the Closet of Doom (2009) Lexile 530

             Frankie Piccolini has a vivid imagination when it comes to cleaning his disastrously messy room, but eventually even he decides that it is just too dirty.
2nd-3rd Grade Non-Fiction Books
Adler, David Money Madness (2009) Lexile 770
This beginning guide to economics will have readers thinking about the purpose, and not just the value, of money. From bartering, early forms of currency, credit cards, and digital payment, here is a clear and thorough introduction to money.
Barton, Chris The Day-Glo Brothers: The True Story of Bob and Joe Switzers Bright Ideas and Brand New Colors (2009) Lexile 990
The story of Joe and Bob Switzer who experimented with ultraviolet lights and fluorescent paints and invented a new kind of color called Day-Glo.
Bowen, Fred No Easy Way: The Story of Ted Williams & the Last 400 Season (2010) Lexile N/A

Ted Williams hit .406 for the season in 1941--a feat not matched since. This inspirational picture book, brings to life the truly spectacular story of the Red Sox legend, whose hard work and perseverance make him the perfect role model for baseball enthusiasts of all ages.
Chin, Jason Redwoods (2009) Lexile AD 1100 (AD=Adult Directed)
A young city boy, riding the subway, finds an abandoned book about redwoods. He finds himself in the very forest described in the book. After finishing the book, he leaves it for someone else to read. The text contains facts about the redwoods, while the illustrations tell the boy's story.

Colon, Ravi and Paula Young Shelton Child of the Civil Rights Movement (2010) 
Lexile AD 960 (AD=Adult Directed)
Paula Young Shelton, daughter of Civil Rights Leader Andrew Young, shares her memories of the Civil Rights Movement and her involvement in the historic march from Selma to Montgomery.
Floca, Brian Moonshot – The Flight of Apollo 11 (2010) AD Lexile 990 (AD=Adult Directed)
Here is the story of the Apollo 11 mission to the Moon -- a story of leaving and returning during the summer of 1969, and a story of home, seen whole, from far away by steady astronauts in their great machines.
Hatkoff, Juliana Winter’s Tale: How One Little Dolphin Learned to Swim Again (2009) Lexile 930

Describes the rescue and rehabilitation of a young Atlantic bottlenose dolphin, named Winter, who received an artificial tail after being badly injured when caught in a crab trap.
Jenkins, Steve Never Smile at a Monkey (2009) Lexile AD 920 (AD=Adult Directed)
Discover interesting and unusual facts about different animals and how they react to other creatures and humans.
McCarthy, Meghan Seabiscuit: The Wonder Horse (2008) Lexile 480
The true story of Seabiscuit, the grandson of one of the greatest racehorses of all time. He had lost nearly every race he'd run. With a clever new trainer and a loving jockey, Seabiscuit began winning. 
Mortensen, Greg Listen to the Wind: The Story of Dr. Greg and Three Cups of Tea (2009) Lexile 740
Tells the true story of a man who became lost after an unsuccessful trek to the top of K2, was saved by the locals of a remote Himalayan village, and kept his vow to return one day to build them a new school as a gesture of gratitude for what they did for him in his time of need.
2nd-3rd Grade Stories to Share Out Loud Together
Brown, Peter The Curious Garden (2009) Lexile N/A

Liam discovers a hidden garden and with careful tending spreads color throughout the gray city.
Brun-Cosme Big Wolf and Little Wolf (2009) Lexile 580
Big Wolf has always lived alone at the top of a hill under a tree. When a little wolf suddenly arrives one day, he does not know what to do but soon figures out the meaning of friendship.
Cossi, Olga Pemba Sherpa (2009) Lexile 710

In a Sherpa village in the foothills of Nepal's Himalayas, seven-year-old Yang Ki wants to haul wood like her brother Pemba, so she'll grow strong enough to be a porter. But her brother tells her that girls cannot be guides. Yang Ki, however, is very determined.
Heide, Florence Party Princess Hyacinth:The Surprising Tale of a Girl Who Floated (2009) Lexile AD 600 (AD=Adult Directed)
Princess Hyacinth is bored and unhappy sitting in her palace every day because, unless she is weighed down by specially-made clothes, she will float away. Her days are made brighter when kite-flying Boy stops to say hello and has a clever way for Hyacinth to enjoy the outdoors.
Johnston, Tony My Abuelita (2009) Lexile N/A

With great gusto, a child's grandmother performs deep knee bends, consumes a breakfast of "huevos estrellados," and practices vocal exercises before going to work as a storyteller.
Low, Alice The Fastest Game on Two Feet and Other Poems about How Sports Began (2009) Lexile N/A
Using conjecture and historical facts, this book of poetry and prose relates how nineteen sports got their start and grew into the games we know today.

Mohammed, Khadra & Karen Lynn Williams My Name is Sangoel (2009) Lexile AD 440 (AD=Adult Directed)
As a refugee from Sudan to the United States, Sangoel is frustrated that no one can pronounce his name correctly until he finds a clever way to solve the problem.
O’Malley, Kevin Backpack Stories (2009) Lexile 450

Four separate stories tell, in words and cartoons, the surprising history and activities of the ordinary backpack.
Paul, Chris Long shot : Never too Small to Dream Big (2009) Lexile AD 510 (AD=Adult Directed)
Although he is short and everyone discourages him from trying out for the basketball team, Chris Paul, future NBA All-Star, works harder than everyone else so his size will not matter.
Sidman, Joyce Red Sings from Treetops: a Year in Colors (2009) Lexile N/A
The names of colors are woven into unrhymed poems that celebrate the seasons. 2010 Caldecott Honor Book.

